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B
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A
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1 
V 

'-i

On 
M
o
n
d
a
y
 

2
7
t
h
'
i
n
 

my 
h
o
m
e
t
o
w
n
 

B
i
a
ł
y
s
t
o
k
,
 
it 

was 
a 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

hot 
sunny 

day. 
Af
te
r 

a 
ąuick 

b
r
e
a
k
f
a
s
t
,
 

my 
shoes 

in 
my 

h
a
n
d
 

and 
a 

smali 
h
a
n
d
k
e
r
c
h
i
e
f
 

in 
the 

p
u
f
f
e
d
 

s
l
ee
ve
 

of 
my 

blue 
s
u
m
m
e
r
 

d
r
e
s
s
,
 

I 
ran 

b
a
r
e
f
o
o
t
e
d
 

to 
a 

n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
i
n
g
 

m
a
r
k
e
t
-
g
a
r
d
e
n
-
c
u
m
-
 

n
u
r
s
e
r
y
 

wh
er
e 

I 
had 

been 
given 

t
e
m
p
o
r
a
r
y
 

work 
in 

the 
hot 

h
o
u
s
e
.
 

It 
was 

nine 
m
o
n
t
h
s
 

sińce 
the 

war 
had 

begun 
and 

the 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

had 
taken 

over 
this 

E
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

part 
of 

P
o
l
a
n
d
,
 

l
e
a
v
i
n
g
 

the 
W
e
s
t
e
r
n
 

part 
to 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
.
 

I 
had 

to 
i
n
t
e
r
r
u
p
t
 

my 
s
t
u
d
i
e
s
 

in 
the 

V
 

S
o
u
t
h
e
r
n
 

town 
of 

Lwów 
and 

r
e
t
u
r
n
 

home 
as 

I 
was 

u
n
a
b
l
e
 

to 
find 

a
 

job 
in 

my 
i
n
t
e
n
d
e
ć
f
 
p
r
o
f
e
s
s
i
o
n
,
 

P
h
a
r
m
a
c
y
,
 

and 
I 

g
r
a
t
e
f
u
l
l
y
 

a
c
c
e
p
t
e
d
 

any 
job 

that 
was 

g
o
i
n
g
.

Most 
of 

the 
p
r
o
f
e
s
s
i
o
n
a
l
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

had 
a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

been 
a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
 

or 
sent 

into 
"
v
o
l
u
n
t
a
r
y
"
 

exile 
to 

K
a
z
a
k
h
s
t
a
n
 

or 
S
i
b
e
r
i
a
.
 

T
h
e
 

r
e
t
r
e
a
t
i
n
g
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

A
r
m
y
,
 

t
r
a
p
p
e
d
 

in 
the 

E
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

t
e
r
r
i
t
o
r
i
e
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

now 
in 

P
r
i
s
o
n
e
r
 

of 
War 

camps 
deep 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
.

On 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

soil 
e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

was 
in 

t
u
r
m
o
i
l
;
 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

t
r
y
i
n
g
 

to 
e
s
c
a
p
e
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

army 
found 

t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

in 
u
n
k
n
o
w
n
 

p
l
a
c
e
s
,
 

try
in
g 

to 
cross

 
the 

new 
b
o
r
d
e
r
 

d
i
v
i
d
i
n
g
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
,
 

as 
a 

r
e
s
u
l
t
 

o
f
 

the 
i
n
v
a
s
i
o
n
 

of 
two 

enemy 
f
o
r
c
e
s
.
 

Most 
of 

them 
were 

c
a
u
g
h
t
 

b
y
 

the 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

B
o
r
d
e
r
 

P
a
t
r
o
l
 

and 
sent 

d
i
r
e
c
t
l
y
 

into 
p
r
i
s
o
n
s
,
 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

taken 
from 

p
a
r
e
n
t
s
,
 

h
u
s
b
a
n
d
s
 

and 
w
i
v
e
s
 

s
e
p
a
r
a
t
e
d
,
 

b
u
t
 

their 
d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

was 
a
l
w
a
y
s
 

the 
same 

- 
E
a
s
t
.

On 
this 

lovely 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

i
n
d
i
c
a
t
e
d
 

that 
a 

s
i
m
i
l
a
r
 

fate 
was 

l
o
o
m
i
n
g
 

ahead 
for 

me. 
A
bo
u
t 

10.00 
o
'
c
l
o
c
k
 

two 
g
e
n
t
l
e
-
 

men 
v
i
s
i
t
o
r
s
 

came 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
gate 

and 
asked 

for 
the 

m
a
n
a
g
e
r
 

of 
the 

g
a
r
d
e
n
s
.
 

After 
a 

br
ie
f
 

chat 
with 

him 
for 

some 
r
e
a
s
o
n
 

u
n
k
n
o
w
n
 

to 
me, 

I 
was 

given 
a 

huge 
bunch 

of 
f
r
e
s
h
l
y
 

o
p
e
n
e
d
 

l
ila

cs
 

and 
told 

to 
go 

with 
these 

men 
to 

the 
Head 

O
f
f
i
c
e
s
 

of 
t
h
e
 

City 
P
ar
ks
 
&
 P

l
a
n
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

which 
e
m
p
l
o
y
e
d
 

me. 
H
a
p
p
i
l
y
 

in 
m
y
 

i
n
n
o
c
e
n
c
e
,
 

with 
not 

a 
word 

to 
my 

m
o
t
h
e
r
 

or 
aunt 

(my 
f
ather 

w
a
s
 

in 
h
i
d
i
n
g
)
 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

as 
a 

f
o
r
m
e
r
 

h
e
a
d
m
a
s
t
e
r
 

he 
had 

been 
on 

t
h
e
 

"
w
a
n
t
e
d
"
 

list 
sińce 

the 
war 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
,
 

i 
w
a
l
k
e
d
 

a
l
o
n
g
s
i
d
e
 

m
y
 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
o
n
s
.
 

One 
I 

knew 
to 

be 
the 

f
o
r
me
r
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
r
 

of 
the 

C
i
t
y
 

Pa
rk
s 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
,
 

the 
other 

must 
have 

b
e
e
n
,
 

or 
so 

I 
t
h
o
u
g
h
t
,
t
h
e
 

new 
m
a
n
a
g
e
r
 

who 
had 

been 
sent 

by 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

to 
r
e
p
l
a
c
e
 

h
i
m
.

I
n
s
t
e
a
d
 

of 
t
a
k
i
n
g
 

me 
by 

the 
u
s
u
a
l
 

route 
to 

the 
O
f
f
i
c
e
s
 

i
n
 

the 
huge 

park 
near 

Z
w
i
e
r
z
y
n
i
e
c
,
 

we 
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

left 
t
o
w
a
r
d
s
 

s
o
m
e
 

new 
m
o
d
e
r
n
 

b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g
s
,
 

one 
of 

wh
ic
h 

was 
the 

H
e
a
d
ą
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
 

of 
t
h
e
 

d
r
e
a
d
e
d
 

N
K
W
D
,
 

later 
the 

K
GB
.
 

The 
man 

u
n
k
n
o
w
n
 

to 
me 

was 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
,
 

he 
g
r
a
b
b
e
d
 

my 
arm 

and 
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

with 
me 

into 
the 

e
n
t
r
a
n
c
e
 

of 
t
h
e

7
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b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g
,
 

at 
the 

same 
time 

s
n
a
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

the 
l
i
l
ac
s
 

from 
me 

a
n
d
'
 

t
h
r
u
s
t
i
n
g
 

them 
into 

the 
arms 

of 
the 

a
s
t
o
n
i
s
h
e
d
 

s
e
n
t
r
y
.
 

M
r
.
 

G
r
a
a
l
,
 

the 
man 

I 
k
n
e
w
,
 

was 
left 

b
e
h
i
n
d
 

on 
the 

p
a
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

m
a
k
i
n
g
 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

signs 
and 

s
a
y
i
n
g
 

s
o
m
e
t
h
i
n
g
 

I 
could 

not 
u
n
d
e
r
s
t
a
n
d
 

like 
"
I
'
11 

let 
your 

f
am
il
y
 

k
n
o
w
"
. 

I 
was 

r
u
s
h
e
d
 

up 
the 

s
t
a
i
r
s
 

into 
the 

smali 
O
f
f
i
c
e
,
 

the 
key 

t
u
r
n
e
d
 

in 
the 

door 
and 

m
y
 

c
a
p
t
o
r
 

did 
not 

w
as
te
 

much 
time 

on 
e
x
p
l
a
n
a
t
i
o
n
s
. 

P
o
i
n
t
i
n
g
 

t
o
 

the 
w
i
n
do
w
 

and 
v
a
g
u
e
l
y
 

in 
the 

d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
our 

h
o
m
e
,
 

he 
s
a
i
d
 

in 
b
r
o
k
e
n
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

"You 
will 

never 
see 

your 
home 

a
g
a
i
n
"
.

The 
h
o
r
r
i
b
l
e
 

truth 
slo

wl
y 

d
a
w
n
e
d
 

on 
me 

- 
I 

must 
h
a
v
e
 

been 
a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
.
 

So 
this 

is 
it. 

S
ti
l
l 

not 
b
e
l
i
e
v
i
n
g
 

that 
t
h
i
s
 

meant 
s
e
r
i
o
u
s
 

t
r
o
u
b
l
e
,
 

I 
l
i
s
t
e
n
e
d
 

as 
he 

b
o
m
b
a
r
d
e
d
 

me 
w
i
t
h
 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

ą
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

What 
did 

he 
want 

to 
k
n
o
w
,
 

my 
life 

s
t
o
r
y
 

or 
my 

vi
ew
s 

on 
the 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

s
i
t
u
a
t
i
o
n
 

or 
p
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

my 
b
r
o
k
e
n
 

r
o
m
a
n
c
e
!
?
 

He 
did 

not 
speak 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

and 
I 

did 
not 

u
n
d
e
r
s
t
a
n
d
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

so 
after 

a 
c
o
u
p
l
e
 

of 
f
r
u
i
t
l
e
s
s
 

ho
ur
s 

he 
and 

t
w
o
 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

took 
me 

in 
an 

e
l
e
g
a
n
t
 

l
i
m
o
u
s
i
n
e
 

to 
the 

t
o
w
n
'
s
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
.

PR
ISO

N
 

- 
B

IA
Ł

Y
ST

O
K

 
AND 

JO
U

R
N

EY
 

TO 
M

IŃ
S

K

The 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

w
om
an
 

w
a
r
d
e
n
 

g
r
e
e
t
e
d
 

me 
with 

"Oh, 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

o
f
 

these 
girl 

r
e
v
o
l
u
t
i
o
n
a
r
i
e
s
?
"
. 

She 
s
n
a
t
c
h
e
d
 

my 
w
at
ch
 

from 
m
y
 

w
r
i
s
t
,
 

ring 
from 

my 
f
i
n
g
e
r
,
 

even 
the 

hair 
gr
ip
s 

were 
t
a
k
e
n
 

out 
of 

my 
h
a
i
r
.
 

I 
was 

f
i
n
g
e
r
p
r
i
n
t
e
d
 

and 
p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
e
d
 

with 
a
 

n
u
m
be
r
 

round 
my 

n
e
c
k
.
 

F
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

I 
was 

taken 
to 

a 
big 

airy 
r
o
o
m
,
 

fuli 
of 

w
om
en
 

of 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

ages 
s
i
t
t
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

floor 
and 

t
h
e
 

w
o
o
d
e
n
 

p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
 

r
u
n
n
i
n
g
 

along 
one 

side 
of 

the 
r
o
o
m
.
 

E
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
 

w
a
t
c
h
e
d
 

my 
e
n
t
r
a
n
c
e
 

with 
great 

c
u
r
i
o
s
i
t
y
 

and 
in 

s
i
l
e
n
c
e
.
 

I 
was 

too 
s
h
o
c
k
e
d
 

to 
talk 

to 
them 

and 
just 

stood 
t
h
e
r
e
.
 

T
h
e
y
 

had 
n
o
t
i
c
e
d
 

my 
s
u
n
t
a
n
,
 

the 
white 

marks 
where 

my 
w
r
i
s
t
-
w
a
t
c
h
 

had 
b
e
e
n
,
 

the 
w
h
it
e
 

band 
on 

my 
f
i
n
g
e
r
,
 

a 
r
e
m
i
n
d
e
r
 

of 
m
y
 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

ring 
and 

s
u
d
d
e
n
l
y
 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

was 
a
s
k
i
n
g
 

ą
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

"What 
was 

I 
here 

for, 
why 

had 
I 

no 
other 

c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

or 
l
u
g
g
a
g
e
 

with 
me, 

was 
it 

nice 
and 

warm 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

as 
I 

had 
no 

s
t
o
c
k
i
n
g
s
 

on 
my 

l
e
gs
,
 

e
tc
.
" 

In 
turn 

I 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

that 
most 

of 
these 

w
o
m
e
n
 

were 
c
a
u
g
h
t
 

at 
the 

new 
b
o
r
d
e
r
 

t
r
y
i
n
g
 

to 
cross 

to 
W
a
r
s
a
w
 

o
r
 

from 
the 

West 
h
o
p
i
n
g
 

to 
join 

their 
f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

here 
in 

t
h
e
 

E
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

half 
of 

the 
d
i
v
i
d
e
d
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
.

Here 
we 

all 
w
e
r
e
,
 

u
n
a
b
l
e
 

to 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
e
 

with 
our 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
,
 

f
o
r
b
i
d
d
e
n
 

any 
l
e
t
t
e
r
s
,
 

p
a
r
c
e
l
s
 

and 
v
i
s
i
t
s
.
 

One 
kind 

s
o
u
l
 

lent 
me 

a 
c
a
r
d
i
g
a
n
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

a 
piece 

of 
t
o
w
e
l
.
 

No 
m
a
t
t
r
e
s
s
e
s
 

were 
p
r
o
v
i
d
e
d
 

and 
we 

had 
to 

sleep 
on 

the 
bare 

f
l
o
o
r
.
 

T
h
e
 

a
u
s
t
e
r
i
t
y
 

was 
not 

the 
h
a
r
d
e
s
t
 

thing 
to 

a
c
c
e
p
t
;
 

the 
p
o
s
s
i
b
i
l
i
t
y
 

of 
any 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

with 
our 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

was 
out 

of 
t
h
e
 

q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
 

under 
S
o
v
i
e
t
 

law. 
That 

was 
u
n
b
e
a
r
a
b
l
e
!
!

I 
was 

u
n
a
b
l
e
 

to 
eat 

even 
my 

m
e
a
g
r
e
 

r
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
daily 

b
r
e
a
a
,
 

wh
ic
h 

was 
e
a
g
e
r
l
y
 

taken 
and 

s
h
a
r
e
d
 

by 
my 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
o
n
s
.
 

T
h
e
y
 

knew 
by 

e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
 

that 
the 

newly 
a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
 

could 
not 

face 
f
o
o
d
 

for 
a 

long 
time 

so 
they 

e
n
j
o
y
e
d
 

the 
extra 

m
o
u
t
h
f
u
l
s
 

w
h
i
l
s
t
 

t
h
e
y
 

c
o
u
l
d
.
 

I 
knew 

what 
t
e
r
r
i
b
l
e
 

a
n
x
i
e
t
y
 

my 
family 

must 
be 

s
u
f
f
e
r
-
 

ing. 
I 

l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

later 
that 

they 
had 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

and 
tried 

to 
p
a
s
s
 

some 
more 

c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

to 
me 

k
n
o
w
i
n
g
 

what 
I 

was 
w
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

when 
a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
.
 

The 
a
n
s
we
r
 

at 
the 

gates 
was 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

the 
same 

"
N
i
e
t
,
 

N
i
t
c
h
e
v
o
 

nie 
n
u
z
n
o
,
 

vsio 
c
h
o
r
o
s
h
o
"
.
 

(No, 
n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

is 
n
e
e
d
e
d
,
 

e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

is 
p
r
o
v
i
d
e
d
)
.

A
ft
er
 

five 
days 

the 
now 

f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
 

"
s
o
b
i
e
r
a
j
s
i
a
 

z 
w
i
e
s
z
c
c
z
a
m
i
"
 

(come 
with 

your 
b
e
l
o
n
g
i
n
g
s
)
 

was 
s
h
o
u
t
e
d
 

at 
me 

and 
the 

door 
o
f
 

the 
big 

celi 
was 

o
p
e
n
e
d
.
 

I 
had 

no 
"
w
i
e
s
z
c
z
e
j
"
 

(no 
t
h
i
n
g
s
)
 

t
o
 

take 
with 

m
e
! 

I 
r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

the 
c
a
r
d
i
g
a
n
 

to 
the 

kind 
lady 

w
h
o
 

had 
lent 

it 
to 

me 
and 

I 
was 

g
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

led 
to 

the 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

b
l
a
c
k
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

van 
w
hi
ch
 

was 
d
r
i
v
e
n
 

at 
speed 

to 
the 

r
a
i
l
w
a
y
 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

wh
er
e 

I 
was 

led 
to 

a 
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

w
a
g
o
n
.
 

There 
was 

a 
s
m
a
l
i
 

c
o
m
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
 

with 
a 

b
a
r
r
e
d
 

door 
and 

at 
the 

other 
end, 

just 
u
n
d
e
r
 

the 
c
e
i
l
i
n
g
,
 

a 
s
ma
li
 

b
a
r
r
e
d
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
.
 

NKVD 
armed 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

p
a
t
r
o
l
l
i
n
g
 

along 
the 

c
o
r
r
i
d
o
r
.
 

The 
night 

was 
cold 

and 
I 

w
a
s
 

given 
a 

b
l
a
n
k
e
t
.
 

The 
train 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

m
o
v
i
n
g
 

to 
the 

E
a
s
t
.
 

T
h
a
t
 

was 
it. 

I 
was 

in 
the 

d
e
p
t
h
s
 

of 
d
e
s
p
a
i
r
,
 

I 
was 

b
ei
ng
 

taken 
o
u
t
 

of 
P
o
l
a
n
d
 

to 
the 

d
r
e
a
d
e
d
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
,
 

I 
was 

l
e
a
v
i
n
g
 

my 
c
o
u
n
t
r
y
,
 

m
y
 

f
a
mi
ly
 

and 
my 

lif
e.
 

B
l
i
s
s
f
u
l
l
y
,
 

my 
b
o
d
y
'
s
 

d
e
f
e
n
c
e
 

m
e
c
h
a
n
i
s
m
 

took 
over 

and 
I 

fell 
into 

three 
days 

of 
s
l
e
e
p
.
 

They 
woke 

me 
a
t
 

r
e
g
u
l
a
r
 

i
n
t
e
r
v
a
l
s
 

to 
give 

me 
some 

b
re
ad
 

and 
tea 

and 
again 

I 
fell 

into 
o
b
l
i
v
i
o
n
.

A
ft
er
 

three 
days 

we 
f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

at 
the 

town 
of 

M
i
ń
s
k
,
 

the 
c
a
p
i
t
a
l
 

of 
B
i
a
l
o
r
u
s
s
i
a
 

(White 
R
u
s
s
i
a
)
. 

It 
was 

s
ti
l
l 

o
n
l
y
 

June 
2nd, 

s
u
n
n
y
,
 

warm 
and 

f
r
a
g
r
a
n
t
 

of 
which 

smali 
g
l
i
m
p
s
e
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

s
h
o
w
i
n
g
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
c
r
a
c
k
s
 

of 
the 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

van 
now 

t
a
k
i
n
g
 

us 
f
r
o
m
 

Miń
sk
 

S
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

to 
the 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

- 
a 

g
r
e
a
t
,
 

m
e
d
i
e
v
a
l
 

f
o
r
t
r
e
s
s
.
 

I
n
 

the 
c
e
n
tr
e 

of 
this 

f
o
r
m
i
d
a
b
l
e
 

b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g
 

I 
was 

u
n
l
o
a
d
e
d
 

into 
a
 

c
o
b
b
l
e
d
 

s
ą
u
a
r
e
.
 

There 
I 

stood 
l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

to 
four 

sides 
of 

r
o
w
 

after 
row 

of 
s
ma
li
 

b
a
r
r
e
d
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
s
,
 

which 
s
i
l
e
n
t
l
y
 

look
ed
 

b
a
c
k
 

at 
me. 

As 
a
l
w
a
y
s
,
 

c
h
e
c
k
i
n
g
 

and 
r
e
-
c
h
e
c
k
i
n
g
 

my 
n
a
m
e
,
 

s
u
r
n
a
m
e
,
 

my 
f
a
t
h
e
r
'
s
 

name 
(a 

very 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

part 
of 

i
d
e
n
t
i
f
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
)
, 

t
h
e
 

guard 
took 

me 
and 

locked 
me 

in 
a 

smali 
empty 

r
o
o
m
.
 

All 
t
h
e
 

wa
ll
s
 

were 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

with 
s
c
r
a
t
c
h
e
d
 

n
a
m
e
s
,
 

a
d
d
r
e
s
s
e
s
,
 

dates 
e
t
c
.
 

m
e
m
e
n
t
o
s
 

of 
the 

m
a
n
y
,
 

many 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

who 
had 

p
a
s
s
e
d
 

this 
w
a
y
.

A
ft
e
r 

a
d
d
i
n
g
 

my 
name 

and 
d
a
t
e
,
 

s
c
r
a
t
c
h
e
d
 

with 
a 

s
m
u
g
g
l
e
d
 

s
a
f
e
t
y
 

pin 
(no 

such 
o
b
j
e
c
t
s
 

were 
p
e
r
m
i
t
t
e
d
)
, 

I 
sat 

on 
the 

f
l
o
o
r
,
 

t
e
r
r
i
f
i
e
d
 

of 
b
ei
ng
 

left 
alone 

and 
p
r
a
y
i
n
g
 

to 
be 

taken 
to 

a 
m
o
r
e
 

p
o
p
u
l
a
t
e
d
 

c
e
l
i
.

Here 
the 

black 
t
h
o
u
g
h
t
 

f
i
l
l
ed
 

me 
a
g
a
i
n
,
 

t
o
r
m
e
n
t
i
n
g
 

my 
y
o
u
n
g 8



*' 
i 

c

c
o
n
s
c
i
e
n
c
e
.
 

I 
was 

the 
cause 

of 
all 

the 
a
n
g
u
i
s
h
 

my 
family 

—
<

\
 

must 
be 

going 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

of 
my 

a
r
r
e
s
t
.
 

Our 
f
am
il
y
 

w
a
s
 

such 
a 

c
l
o
s
e
-
k
n
i
t
 

u
n
i
t
,
 

p
r
o
t
e
c
t
i
n
g
 

me 
and 

my 
s
i
s
te
r 

D
a
n
a
 

from 
all 

the 
u
n
p
l
e
a
s
a
n
t
 

t
h
i
n
g
s
 

in 
life 

in 
the 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

w
o
r
l
d
.

I 
could 

not 
accept. 

this 
b
r
u
t
a
l
 

s
h
a
t
t
e
r
i
n
g
 

blow 
to 

our 
o
w
n
 

p
e
a
c
e
f
u
l
 

wo
rl
d 

at 
h
o
m
e
.

MY 
FA

M
ILY

 
H

IS
T

O
R

Y

My 
f
a
t
he
r
 

was 
a 

H
e
a
d
m
a
s
t
e
r
 

of 
a 

big 
s
c
h
o
o
l
 

for 
b
o
y
s
,
 

the 
best. 

in 
t
o
w
n
.
 

For 
many 

years 
he 

had 
been 

a 
C
o
u
n
c
e
l
l
o
r
 

on 
the 

local 
C
o
u
n
c
i
l
,
 

a 
w
e
l
l
-
k
n
o
w
n
 

and 
r
e
s
p
e
c
t
e
d
 

c
i
t
i
z
e
n
 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

after 
the 

E
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
,
 

My 
m
o
t
h
e
r
 

had 
d
i
e
d
 

when 
I 

was 
only 

nine 
y
ea
rs
 

old 
and 

my 
f
a
t
h
e
r
 

r
e
m
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

t
h
r
e
e
 

ye
ar
s 

l
a
t
e
r
.
 

My 
m
a
t
e
r
n
a
l
 

g
r
a
n
d
m
o
t
h
e
r
,
 

born 
S
k
ł
o
d
o
w
s
k
a
 

w
a
s
 

n
i
n
e
ty
 

when 
the 

war 
s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

and 
ąuite 

s
e
n
i
l
e
.
 

Long 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

that 
when 

s
ti
ll
 

m
e
n
t
a
l
l
y
 

alert 
but 

c
h
a
i
r
-
b
o
u
n
d
 

after 
a 

b
a
d
 

f
r
a
c
t
u
r
e
 

of 
the 

hip, 
she 

was 
a 

holy 
t
e
r
r
o
r
 

to 
her 

m
ai
ds
 

a
n
d
 

her 
d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
s
 

but 
very 

kind 
to 

her 
litt

le
 

o
r
p
h
a
n
s
,
 

as 
s
h
e
 

c
a
ll
e
d 

Dana 
and 

I. 
A
l
w
a
y
s
 

ready 
to 

tell 
s
t
o
r
i
e
s
 

of 
h
e
r
 

y
o
u
n
g
e
r
 

days 
when 

as 
a 

young 
t
e
e
n
a
g
e
r
 

she 
was 

d
e
l
e
g
a
t
e
d
 

t
o
 

read 
and 

amuse 
her 

y
o
u
n
g
e
r
 

c
o
u
s
i
n
 

M
an
ia
 

- 
the 

f
u
t
ur
ę
 

M
a
d
a
m
e
 

C
u
r
i
e
-
S
k
l
o
d
o
w
s
k
a
.
 

She 
told 

us 
how 

M
a
n
i
a
,
 

her 
s
i
s
t
e
r
s
 

B
r
o
n
i
a
,
 

Hela 
and 

b
r
o
t
h
e
r
 

J
o
se
f
 

were 
also 

o
r
p
h
a
n
e
d
 

when 
their 

m
o
t
h
e
r
 

died 
of 

T
u
b
e
r
c
u
l
o
s
i
s
 

for 
which 

there 
was 

no 
cure 

other 
t
h
a
n
 

trips 
to 

S
w
i
t
z
e
r
l
a
n
d
.
 

Not 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

could 
a
f
f
o
r
d
 

t
h
a
t
.

The 
f
a
mi
ly
 

e
s
t
a
t
e
 

"
S
k
l
o
d
y
"
,
 

s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

d
i
s
a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
 

and 
m
y
 

g
r
a
n
d
m
o
t
h
e
r
 

m
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

K
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
y
 

S
r
z
e
d
z
i
n
s
k
i
 

(my 
g
r
a
n
d
f
a
t
h
e
r
)
.

He 
also 

came 
from 

a 
f
a
mi
ly
 

of 
very 

long 
a
n
c
e
s
t
r
y
.
 

He 
w
a
s
 

d
e
p
r
i
v
e
d
 

of 
his 

land 
by 

the 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

in 
1863 

for 
a 

very 
serious 

c
r
i
m
e
,
 

he 
f
o
u
gh
t
 

a
g
a
i
n
s
t
 

the 
o
p
p
r
e
s
s
o
r
s
 

in 
the 

f
a
m
o
u
s
 

u
p
r
i
s
-
 

ing. 
Not 

only 
was 

his 
e
s
ta
te
 

c
o
n
f
i
s
c
a
t
e
d
 

but 
he 

h
i
m
s
e
l
f
 

w
a
s
 

sent 
into 

S
i
b
e
r
i
a
n
 

exile 
for 

five 
y
e
a
r
s
.
 

D
u
r
i
n
g
 

those 
y
e
a
r
s
 

his 
first 

wife 
d
i
e
d
,
 

l
e
a
v
i
n
g
 

two 
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
.
 

Then 
he 

m
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

a
g
a
i
n
,
 

Miss 
B
o
l
e
s
ł
a
w
a
 

S
k
ł
o
d
o
w
s
k
a
 

(my 
g
r
a
n
d
m
o
t
h
e
r
)
. 

Her 
f
o
u
r
 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
s
 

were 
W
a
n
d
a
,
 

M
a
r
i
a
,
 

H
e
l
e
n
a
 

(my 
m
o
t
h
e
r
)
 

and 
A
p
o
l
o
n
i
a
,
 

all 
but 

one 
died 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

h
e
r
.

Fi
rs
t 

to 
go 

was 
my 

m
o
t
h
e
r
 

who 
died 

in 
1
9
2
8
.
 

Her 
r
e
m
a
i
n
-
 

ing 
s
i
s
t
e
r
s
,
 

our 
b
e
l
o
v
e
d
 

aunts 
were 

very 
l
o
vi
ng
 

a
n
d
 

p
r
o
t
e
c
t
i
v
e
 

t
o
w
a
r
d
s
 

us. 
Even 

Z
o
s
i
a
,
 

Aunt. 
W
a
n
d
a
'
s
 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
 

r
e
l
e
n
t
e
d
 

and 
a
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

us 
to 

play 
with 

her 
d
o
l
l
s
,
 

a 
s
t
r
i
c
t
.
l
y
 

f
o
r
b
i
d
d
e
n
 

p
l
e
a
s
u
r
e
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
.
 

As 
she 

was 
f
i
f
t
e
e
n
 

we 
r
e
s
p
e
c
t
e
d
 

her 
w
i
s
h
e
s
 

w
i
t
h
o
u
t
 

ą
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
.

A
ft
e
r 

our 
f
a
t
h
er
 

r
e
m
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

we 
a
c
g
u
i
r
e
d
 

an 
e
x
t
e
n
s
i
v
e
 

new 
f
a
mi
ly
 

of 
u
n
c
l
e
s
,
 

aunts 
and 

c
o
u
s
i
n
s
.
 

They 
were 

v
e
r
y

kind 
to 

us 
and 

a
c
c
e
p
t
e
d
 

us 
s
t
r
a
i
g
h
t
 

away 
as 

part 
of 

their 
o
w
n
 

large 
f
a
m
i
l
y
.
 

They 
were 

very 
loyal 

and 
very 

h
e
l
p
f
u
l
 

to 
e
a
c
h
 

other 
in 

many 
w
a
y
s
.
 

We 
b
e
c
a
m
e
 

close 
to 

our 
new 

c
o
u
s
i
n
s
 

a
n
d
 

s
ti
ll
 

keep 
in 

touch 
to 

this 
day. 

S
a
d
l
y
,
 

Witek 
was 

k
i
l
l
e
d
 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
f
i
e
rc
e
 

b
a
t
t
l
e
 

of 
L
e
n
i
n
o
 

a
g
a
i
n
s
t
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

a
r
m
y
,
 

at 
t
w
e
n
t
y
-
o
n
e
 

he 
was 

just 
the 

right 
age 

for 
our 

o
c
c
u
p
a
n
t
s
 

t
o
 

c
o
n
s
c
r
i
p
t
 

him 
into 

their 
a
r
m
y
.
 

His 
b
r
o
t
h
e
r
 

L
e
s
z
e
k
 

and 
s
i
s
t
e
r
 

Żonka 
still 

live 
in 

P
o
l
a
n
d
,
 

so 
does 

my 
elder 

c
o
u
s
i
n
 

Zosia 
(
o
n
 

my 
m
o
t
h
e
r
'
s
 

s
i
d
e
)
, 

well 
in 

her 
s
e
v
e
n
t
i
e
s
 

n
o
w
.

LIFE 
IN 

M
IŃ

SK 
P

R
IS

O
N

S
i
t
t
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

floor 
of 

that 
empty 

celi 
I 

was 
t
h
i
n
k
i
n
g
 

o
f
 

the 
s
u
m
m
e
r
 

of 
the 

year 
b
e
f
o
r
e
.
 

A
l
m
o
s
t
 

every 
s
u
m
me
r
 

h
o
l
i
d
a
y
 

we 
spent 

at 
our 

A
u
n
t
'
s
 

farm 
on 

the 
s
o
u
t
h
-
e
a
s
t
 

b
o
r
d
e
r
 

w
i
t
h
 

USSR 
p
r
o
v
i
n
c
e
 

"
W
o
l
y
n
"
.
 

It 
is 

hard 
to 

d
e
s
c
r
i
b
e
 

the 
charm 

o
f
 

these 
s
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
s
 

d
o
t
t
e
d
 

a
m
o
n
g
s
t
 

the 
g
e
n
t
l
e
 

h
i
l
l
s
.

F
i
e
l
d
s
 

fuli 
of 

r
i
p
e
n
i
n
g
 

w
he
a
t 

and 
o
a
t
s
,
 

y
e
l
l
o
w
 

with 
f
l
o
w
e
r
i
n
g
 

r
a
p
e
,
 

blue 
with 

flax 
and 

pink 
with 

c
l
o
v
e
r
;
 

the 
hot 

s
u
mm
er
 

s
u
n
 

t
i
n
g
l
i
n
g
 

with 
sky 

larks 
songs 

had 
a 

m
a
g
i
c
a
l
 

ą
u
a
l
i
t
y
 

u
n
f
o
r
g
e
t
t
-
 

able 
for 

many 
y
ea
rs
 

to 
c
o
m
e
.
 

T
h
e
r
e
,
 

with 
our 

c
o
u
s
i
n
s
 

L
e
s
z
e
k
 

and 
Witek 

we 
used 

to 
cycle 

to 
n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
i
n
g
 

h
i
s
t
o
r
i
c
a
l
 

p
l
a
c
e
s
 

like 
Z
b
a
r
a
ż
,
 

W
i
s
n
i
o
w
i
e
c
,
 

K
r
z
e
m
i
e
n
i
e
c
 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

for 
signs 

of 
t
h
e
 

long 
gone 

r
o
m
a
n
t
i
c
 

past 
so 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
l
y
 

d
e
s
c
r
i
b
e
d
 

by 
our 

c
l
a
s
s
i
c
 

a
u
t
h
o
r
 

H
e
nr
yk
 

S
i
e
n
k
i
e
w
i
c
z
.

Tired 
after 

c
y
c
l
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

hot 
sun 

we 
would 

go 
for 

a 
s
w
i
m
 

in 
the 

river 
Horyn 

or 
on 

o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
s
 

in 
the 

B
o
r
s
u
k
i
 

L
a
k
e
.
 

A
t
 

the 
age 

of 
t
w
el
ve
 

I 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

to 
swim 

in 
that 

River 
Horyn 

n
o
t
 

much 
w
id
e
r 

than 
my 

own 
s
ma
l
i 

g
a
r
d
e
n
,
 

but 
these 

m
e
m
o
r
i
e
s
,
 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

back 
in 

the 
empty 

dirty 
little 

celi 
were 

like 
s
h
a
r
p
 

n
e
e
d
l
e
s
 

of 
h
o
p
e
l
e
s
s
 

p
a
i
n
.
 

Life 
to 

be 
forgott.en 

f
o
r
e
v
e
r
.
 

I 
was 

not 
left 

in 
that 

empty 
celi 

for 
l
o
n
g
i

Soon 
the 

guard 
o
p
e
n
e
d
 

the 
door 

and 
after 

the 
c
u
s
t
o
m
a
r
y
 

c
h
e
c
k
i
n
g
 

of 
my 

name 
and 

"
o
t
c
h
e
s
t
w
o
"
 

(my 
f
a
t
h
e
r
1s 

first 
n
a
m
e
)
 

took 
me 

along 
an 

e
n
d
l
e
s
s
 

empty 
c
o
r
r
i
d
o
r
 

with 
lots 

of 
c
l
o
s
e
d
 

d
o
o
r
s
,
 

each 
with 

a 
l
ittle 

"
J
u
d
a
s
"
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
.
 

Now 
and 

then 
we 

m
e
t
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

e
s
c
o
r
t
e
d
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
e
r
 

who 
had 

to 
obey 

o
r
d
e
r
s
 

to 
"turn 

a
n
d
 

face 
the 

w
a
l
i
"
.
 

S
o
m
e
t
i
m
e
s
 

it 
was 

me 
who 

had 
to 

face 
the 

w
a
l
i
,
 

p
o
s
s
i
b
l
y
 

to 
avoid 

any 
c
h
a
n
c
e
 

of 
r
e
c
o
g
n
i
t
i
o
n
.
 

One 
w
o
ul
d
 

n
o
t
 

b
e
l
i
e
v
e
 

that 
b
e
h
i
n
d
 

those 
heavy 

finał 
l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

d
o
o
r
s
,
 

w
e
r
e
 

m
a
s
s
e
s
 

of 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

s
g
u
a
s
h
e
d
 

like 
s
a
r
d
i
n
e
s
 

on 
the 

bare 
c
e
m
e
n
t
 

f
l
o
o
r
.
 

We 
s
t
o
p
p
e
d
 

at 
N
o
.
39 

celi 
and 

I 
was 

p
u
s
h
e
d
 

i
n
s
i
d
e
.
 

T
h
e
 

celi 
was 

r
o
u
g
h
l
y
 

6
'
x
l
8
'
 
with 

a 
sm
al
i 

g
l
a
s
s
l
e
s
s
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
 

high 
u
p
 

on 
the 

o
p
p
o
s
i
t
e
 

w
a
l
i
.
 

S
i
t
t
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

floor 
a
g
a
i
n
s
t
 

both 
l
o
n
g
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A
0

wa
ll
s 

were 
half 

d
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

women 
of 

v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

a
g
e
s
,
 

all 
t
w
e
n
t
y
-
—
 

two 
of 

t
h
e
m
.
 

The 
heat 

was 
s
u
f
f
o
c
a
t
i
n
g
.
 

Th
es
e 

w
o
m
e
n
,
 

c
l
a
d
 

only 
in 

bras 
and 

b
r
i
e
f
s
 

were 
f
a
n
n
i
n
g
 

t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
l
y
 

with 
wet 

t
o
w
e
l
s
 

in 
order 

to 
c
r
e
at
e
 

a 
d
r
a
u
g
h
t
.

Every 
eye 

was 
upon 

me, 
not 

very 
w
e
l
c
o
m
i
n
g
,
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

b
o
d
y
 

added 
to 

an 
a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

o
v
e
r
c
r
o
w
d
e
d
 

r
o
o
m
!
 

I 
also 

read 
a 

lot 
o
f
 

c
o
m
p
a
s
s
i
o
n
 

in 
their 

s
i
l
e
n
t
 

s
t
a
r
e
s
.
 

As 
there 

was 
no 

room 
f
o
r
 

me 
I 

stood 
a
g
a
i
n
s
t
 

the 
now 

c
l
o
s
e
d
 

door 
and 

tried 
to 

b
r
e
a
t
h
e
 

some 
fresh 

air 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
c
r
a
c
k
s
 

of 
the 

w
o
o
d
e
n
 

p
l
a
n
k
s
.
 

It 
did 

not 
help 

me 
m
u
c
h
.
 

Black 
spots 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

d
a
n
c
i
n
g
 

in 
front 

of 
my 

eyes 
- 

at 
this 

m
o
m
e
n
t
 

the 
guard 

o
p
e
n
e
d
 

t
h
e
 

door 
with 

our 
s
u
p
p
e
r
 

- 
I 

fell 
right 

at 
his 

feet 
in 

a 
d
e
e
p
 

f
a
i
n
t
.
 

He 
was 

s
h
a
k
e
n
 

e
n
o
ug
h 

not 
only 

by 
this 

but 
even 

m
o
r
e
 

so 
by 

the 
loud 

s
h
r
i
e
k
s
 

of 
p
r
o
t
e
s
t
s
 

by 
all 

the 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

in 
t
h
e
 

c
e
l
i
,
 

c
o
m
p
l
a
i
n
i
n
g
 

b
i
t
t
e
r
l
y
 

of 
the 

i
n
h
u
m
a
n
 

c
o
n
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

T
h
e
y
 

cried 
that 

not 
only 

was 
there 

not 
e
n
o
u
gh
 

room 
for 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

to 
lie 

down 
on 

the 
floor 

at 
night 

but 
even 

such 
a 

f
r
e
e
 

c
o
m
m
o
d
i
t
y
 

as 
fresh 

air 
was 

r
a
t
i
o
n
e
d
.
 

In 
fact 

the 
s
m
a
l
i
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
s
 

gave 
so 

little 
air 

that 
above 

the 
door 

was 
a 

v
e
n
t
i
l
a
t
o
r
 

shaft 
into 

which 
fresh 

air 
was 

p
u
m
p
e
d
 

for 
a 

few 
ho
ur
s 

a 
d
a
y
 

and 
again 

at 
n
i
g
h
t
,
 

for 
the 

rest 
of 

the 
time 

we 
dared 

n
o
t
 

b
r
e
a
t
h
e
 

too 
d
e
ep
ly
 

in 
order 

to 
save 

o
x
y
g
e
n
.
 

We 
tried 

to 
s
i
t
 

t
i
g
h
t
l
y
 

by 
the 

w
a
l
l
s
 

to 
allow 

free 
p
a
s
s
a
g
e
 

to 
the 

door 
t
o
 

the 
b
u
c
k
e
t
,
 

c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

by 
a 

piece 
of 

c
a
r
d
b
o
a
r
d
 

(after 
all 

we 
h
a
d
 

to 
use 

it 
once 

or 
twice 

a 
day) 

and 
it 

was 
right 

under 
t
h
e
 

J
udas 

w
i
n
d
o
w
,
 

the 
only 

place 
the 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

could 
not 

s
e
e
.

My 
s
p
e
c
t
a
c
u
l
a
r
 

i
n
t
r
o
d
u
c
t
i
o
n
 

to 
the 

Mińsk 
p
r
i
s
o
n
 

h
a
d
 

some 
e
f
f
e
c
t
.
 

Next 
day 

we 
were 

moved 
to 

celi 
N
o
.
40, 

twice 
a
s
 

b
i
g
.
 

This 
c
o
m
f
o
r
t
 

did 
not 

last 
long. 

B
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

this 
celi 

w
a
s
 

b
i
g
g
e
r
 

they 
soon 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

p
u
s
h
i
n
g
 

in 
more 

and 
more 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

a
n
d
 

in 
no 

time 
we 

were 
just 

as 
s
g
u
a
s
h
e
d
 

and 
h
a
l
f
-
s
u
f
f
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

a
s
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
.
 

The 
only 

r
e
s
p
i
t
e
 

was 
the 

daily 
trip 

to 
the 

b
i
g
 

c
o
m
m
u
n
a
l
 

t
o
i
l
e
t
s
 

w
hi
ch
 

p
o
s
s
e
s
s
e
d
 

a 
luxury 

.. 
three 

cold 
w
a
t
e
r
 

taps 
on 

the 
wali 

and 
one 

wash 
b
a
s
i
n
.

F
i
r
s
t
l
y
,
 

after 
w
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

the 
u
n
b
e
l
i
e
v
a
b
l
y
 

dirty 
f
l
o
o
r
,
 

w
e
 

s
t
r
i
p
p
e
d
 

and 
took 

turns 
to 

have 
a 

ąuick 
wash 

un
de
r 

those 
l
i
f
e
-
 

s
a
v
i
ng
 

t
a
p
s
,
 

wash 
our 

c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

and 
r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

r
e
f
r
e
s
h
e
d
 

to 
t
h
e
 

c
e
l
i
.
 

The 
celi 

in 
our 

a
b
s
e
n
c
e
 

had 
had 

a 
ąuick 

s
e
ar
ch
 

by 
t
h
e
 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

in 
case 

some 
f
o
r
b
i
d
d
e
n
 

o
b
j
e
c
t
s
 

were 
h
i
d
d
e
n
 

like 
a
 

n
e
e
d
l
e
,
 

p
en
, 

s
c
i
s
s
o
r
s
,
 

m
i
r
r
o
r
,
 

g
u
n
(
?
)
,
 

e
t
c
.

Once 
a 

week 
we 

were 
taken 

to 
the 

big 
s
h
o
w
e
r
 

r
o
o
m
.
 

E
a
c
h
 

was 
given 

a 
pi
ec
e 

of 
c
o
a
r
s
e
 

s
o
a
p
.
 

It 
was 

very 
d
i
f
f
i
c
u
l
t
 

t
o
 

wash 
one's 

hair 
with 

this 
p
r
i
m
i
t
i
v
e
 

kind 
of 

soap 
but 

at 
l
e
a
s
t
 

we 
felt 

c
l
e
a
n
e
r
.
 

Wet 
p
i
e
c
e
s
 

of 
t
o
w
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

and 
other 

g
a
r
m
e
n
t
s
 

were 
for 

s
w
i
n
g
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

hot 
air 

of 
the 

c
e
l
i
,
 

d
r
y
i
n
g
 

and 
a
t

the 
same 

time 
c
r
e
a
t
i
n
g
 

a 
d
r
a
u
g
h
t
 

in 
the 

s
u
f
f
o
c
a
t
i
n
g
 

air. 
-"'I

Most 
e
v
e
n
i
n
g
s
 

there 
was 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

event 
- 

half 
an 

hour 
o
f
 

e
x
e
r
c
i
s
e
 

in 
the 

high 
w
a
l
l
e
d
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

y
a
r
d
.
 

For 
that 

we 
had 

t
o
 

put 
on 

our 
d
r
e
s
s
e
s
 

and 
shoes 

and 
walk 

in 
c
i
r
c
l
e
s
.
 

As 
long 

a
s
 

the 
w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

was 
fine 

all 
was 

w
e
l
l
.
 

Later 
was 

u
n
c
o
m
f
o
r
t
a
b
l
e
 

for 
me 

as 
I 

had 
no 

warm 
c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
.

By 
now 

we 
had 

got 
to 

know 
each 

other 
b
e
t
t
e
r
.
 

On 
my 

l
e
f
t
 

were 
two 

s
c
h
o
o
l
 

g
i
r
l
s
,
 

17 
year 

old 
M
i
e
t
k
a
 

and 
W
a
n
d
z
i
a
 

f
r
o
m
 

P
i
ń
s
k
.
 

The 
other 

side 
was 

o
c
c
u
p
i
e
d
 

by 
L
a
l
a
,
 

a 
young 

b
ri
de
 

f
r
o
m
 

W
i
l
n
o
.
 

She 
had 

been 
here 

l
on
ge
r 

than 
me 

and 
was 

m
o
r
e
 

e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
d
 

in 
the 

life 
of 

this 
p
a
r
t
i
c
u
l
a
r
 

c
e
l
i
.
 

She 
w
a
n
t
e
d
 

to 
s
e
p
a
r
a
t
e
 

me 
from 

R
o
m
a
,
 

an 
18 

year 
old 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

girl 
and 

a
 

b
u
l
l
y
.
 

Roma 
was 

e
n
v
i
o
u
s
 

of 
a
n
y
b
o
d
y
 

from 
the 

t
o
w
n
.
 

L
a
l
a
 

d
e
c
i
d
e
d
 

that 
I 

wo
ul
d
 

stand 
no 

c
h
a
nc
e
 

with 
her 

and 
the 

g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

o
p
i
n
i
o
n
 

was 
that 

Lala 
was 

r
i
g
h
t
.

Then 
there 

was 
a 

nun, 
a 

very 
sweet 

and 
s
a
i
n
t
l
y
 

lady 
p
r
a
y
-
 

ing 
c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
l
y
 

on 
her 

r
o
sa
ry
 

be
ad
s 

madę 
of 

c
r
u
m
b
s
 

from 
h
e
r
 

bread 
r
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

She 
was 

p
r
a
y
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

hope 
that 

Roma 
w
o
u
l
d
 

c
h
a
ng
e 

her 
b
u
l
l
y
i
n
g
 

ways 
and 

of 
c
o
u
r
s
e
,
 

for 
our 

speedy 
r
e
l
e
a
s
e
 

from 
this 

"
D
a
n
t
e
'
s
 

I
n
f
e
r
n
o
"
.
 

F
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

along 
this 

side 
was 

a
 

m
i
d
d
l
e
 

aged 
lady, 

a 
f
o
r
m
e
r
 

H
e
a
d
m
i
s
t
r
e
s
s
 

of 
a 

G
i
r
l
'
s
 

G
r
a
m
m
a
r
 

S
c
h
o
o
l
 

from 
W
o
l
k
o
w
y
s
k
.
 

No 
long

er
 

yo
un
g 

she 
found 

it 
very 

h
a
r
d
 

to 
adapt 

to 
these 

harsh 
c
o
n
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

Next 
to 

her 
was 

"
C
r
a
z
y
 

C
l
a
r
a
"
-
 
who 

had 
f
r
e
ą
u
e
n
t
 

o
u
t
b
u
r
s
t
s
 

of 
c
r
y
i
n
g
,
 

s
w
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

and 
s
h
o
u
t
-
 

ing 
at 

the 
g
u
a
r
d
s
.
 

She 
t
e
r
r
i
f
i
e
d
 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
,
 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

i
n
c
l
u
d
e
d
,
 

with 
her 

p
r
e
d
i
c
t
i
o
n
 

for 
the 

near 
f
u
tu
rę
 

(very 
bad 

i
n
d
e
e
d
)
.

The 
y
o
u
n
g
e
s
t
 

was 
16 

year 
old 

S
a
r
e
n
k
a
,
 

the 
only 

J
e
w
i
s
h
 

g
i
r
l
,
 

from 
L
i
d
a
.
 

In 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

c
r
yi
ng
 

for 
her 

m
o
t
h
e
r
 

and 
f
a
th
er
 

s
h
e
 

often 
r
e
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

how 
her 

g
r
a
n
d
m
o
t
h
e
r
 

could 
make 

f
a
n
t
a
s
t
i
c
 

f
o
o
d
 

from 
the 

h
u
m
b
l
e
 

p
o
t
a
t
o
.
 

T
h
ei
r
 

large 
fami

ly
 

was 
very 

poor 
a
n
d
 

it 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 

a 
great 

deal 
of 

i
m
a
g
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

to 
s
u
r
v
i
v
e
 

on 
t
h
e
 

u
n
v
a
r
i
e
d
 

diet 
of 

p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

and 
o
n
i
o
n
s
 

s
e
r
ve
d
 

in 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

a 
h
u
n
d
r
e
d
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

w
a
y
s
.

The 
food 

in 
p
r
i
s
o
n
 

was 
very 

poor 
too, 

a 
m
o
n
o
t
o
n
o
u
s
 

d
i
e
t
 

of 
bread 

and 
c
o
f
f
e
e
 

and 
a 

m
a
t
c
h
b
o
x
 

of 
s
u
g
a
r
.
 

We 
often 

c
o
m
-
 

p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

to 
the 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

we 
l
acked 

v
i
t
a
m
i
n
s
 

of 
any 

k
i
n
d
 

and 
this 

r
e
s
u
l
t
e
d
 

in 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

skin 
c
o
m
p
l
a
i
n
t
s
.
 

Their 
reply 

w
a
s
 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

the 
s
a
m
e
,
 

"And 
what 

wo
ul
d 

you 
like, 

p
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

steak 
w
i
t
h
 

m
a
c
o
r
ó
n
i
?
"
 

or, 
"
n
i
t
c
h
e
v
o
,
 

P
r
y
v
y
k
n
i
o
s
h
"
 

m
e
a
n
i
n
g
,
 

"All 
r
i
g
h
t
,
 

y
o
u
'11 

get 
used 

to 
i
t
"
. 

Steak 
with 

m
a
c
o
r
o
n
i
 

was 
to 

t
h
e
m
 

e
v
i
d
e
n
t
l
y
 

the 
p
i
n
n
a
c
l
e
 

of 
l
u
x
u
r
y
.
 

B
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

we 
o
f
t
e
n
 

t
a
l
ke
d 

about 
f
o
o
d
,
 

e
x
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

r
e
c
i
p
e
s
,
 

l
e
a
r
n
i
n
g
 

by 
heart 

as 
n
o
 

p
aper 

was 
p
e
r
m
i
t
t
e
d
 

- 
for 

f
ut
ur
ę 

us
e.
 

F
u
t
u
r
ę
 

was 
very 

soon 
o
f
 

c
o
u
r
s
e
.
 

We 
p
r
o
m
i
s
e
d
 

to 
i
n
vi
te
 

all 
from 

the 
celi 

for 
the 

f
e
a
s
t
.
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V 
t'1*

M
on
th
 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

month 
and 

we 
were 

st
il
l 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
.
 

Not 
> 

h
a
v
i
n
g
 

any 
c
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

with 
the 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

w
or
ld
 

n
o
b
od
y
 

k
n
e
w
 

what 
was 

h
a
p
p
e
n
i
n
g
,
 

which 
way 

the 
war 

was 
t
u
r
n
i
n
g
.
 

T
a
p
p
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

very 
thick 

w
a
l
l
s
 

we 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
talk 

to 
the 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

m
e
n
 

next 
d
o
o
r
.
 

I 
s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
e
d
 

the 
Mo
rs
e 

c
o
d
e
,
 

u
n
u
s
e
d
 

s
i
ń
c
e
 

my 
Girl 

Guide 
d
a
y
s
,
 

and 
on 

the 
other 

side 
s
o
m
e
b
o
d
y
 

w
o
u
l
d
 

i
n
t
e
r
p
r
e
t
 

it 
but 

they 
knew 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

as 
no 

r
e
c
e
n
t
l
y
 

a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
e
r
 

had 
j
oi
ne
d
 

their 
c
e
l
i
.

On 
our 

other 
side 

there 
were 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

m
e
n
.
 

Th
ei
r 

M
o
r
s
e
 

was 
more 

c
o
m
p
l
i
c
a
t
e
d
 

as 
there 

were 
more 

l
e
t
t
e
r
s
 

in 
t
h
e
i
r
 

a
l
p
h
a
b
e
t
,
 

also 
as 

I 
could 

not 
read 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

it 
had 

to 
b
e
 

t
r
a
n
s
l
a
t
e
d
 

into 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

by 
some 

wo
me
n 

in 
our 

s
ma
li
 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
,
 

h
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

I 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

this 
they 

were 
r
e
m
o
v
e
d
 

and 
t
h
e
 

celi 
was 

f
i
l
le
d
 

with 
yo
un
g 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

o
f
f
e
n
d
e
r
s
,
 

m
o
s
t
l
y
 

p
i
c
k
-
 

p
o
c
k
e
t
s
 

and 
h
o
o
l
i
g
a
n
s
 

and 
we 

had 
n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

in 
c
o
m
m
o
n
 

with 
t
h
e
m
,
 

to 
talk 

in 
M
o
r
s
e
,
o
r
 

o
t
h
e
r
w
i
s
e
.
 

As 
a 

rule 
the 

c
r
i
m
i
n
a
l
 

e
l
e
m
e
n
t
 

was 
kept 

w
ell 

s
e
p
a
r
a
t
e
d
 

from 
p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

o
f
f
e
n
d
e
r
s
 

b
u
t
 

the 
c
u
r
r
e
n
t
 

o
v
e
r
c
r
o
w
d
i
n
g
 

with 
h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

and 
t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 

o
f
 

"
g
u
i
l
t
y
"
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
e
r
s
 

made 
this 

s
e
p
a
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

i
m
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
.

We 
were 

l
e
a
r
n
i
n
g
 

fast 
on 

all 
s
i
d
e
s
.

"Crazy 
C
l
a
r
a
"
 

often 
f
r
i
g
h
t
e
n
e
d
 

us 
with 

her 
o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
 

o
u
t
b
u
r
s
t
s
 

of 
s
h
o
u
t
i
n
g
,
 

s
w
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

and 
c
r
y
i
n
g
.
 

To 
amuse 

our-' 
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

and 
to 

take 
our 

m
in
d
s 

o
f
f
d
e
p
r
e
s
s
i
n
g
 

r
e
a
l
i
t
y
,
 

we 
t
o
o
k
 

to 
dance 

and 
d
r
a
m
a
.
 

Many 
of 

us 
s
ti
ll
 

r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
e
d
 

v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

p
o
e
m
s
,
 

b
oo
k
s 

and 
p
la
y
s 

and 
each 

night 
s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 

s
u
g
g
e
s
t
e
d
 

a
 

t
h
e
m
e
.
 

A 
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
m
e
 

was 
ą
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

s
e
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

"
a
r
t
i
s
t
s
"
 

c
h
o
s
e
n
 

a
n
d
 

the 
p
r
o
b
l
e
m
 

of 
c
o
s
t
u
m
e
s
,
 

with 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
'
s
 

h
e
l
p
,
 

s
o
l
v
e
d
.
 

I
n
 

one 
c
o
r
ne
r
 

the 
p
e
r
f
o
r
m
e
r
s
 

were 
g
e
t
t
i
n
g
 

r
e
a
d
y
,
 

the 
rest 

sat 
a
s
 

close 
to 

the 
w
a
l
l
s
 

as 
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
,
 

l
e
a
v
i
n
g
 

the 
m
i
d
d
l
e
 

elear 
a
s
 

a 
s
t
a
g
e
.
 

The 
m
ag
ie
 

m
o
m
e
n
t
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

when 
M
i
e
t
k
a
,
 

the 
s
c
h
o
o
l
 

girl 
from 

Pińsk 
o
p
e
n
e
d
 

the 
show 

with 
her 

d
a
n
c
e
.
 

No 
I
s
a
d
o
r
a
 

D
u
n
c
a
n
 

had 
g
r
e
a
t
e
r
 

a
d
m
i
r
e
r
s
 

than 
M
i
e
t
k
a
.
 

Even 
n
o
r
m
a
l
l
y
 

sulky 
p
e
a
s
a
n
t
 

women 
in 

the 
c
o
rn
er
 

or 
bully 

Roma 
or 

"
C
r
a
z
y
 

C
l
a
r
a
"
 

dared 
w
h
i
s
p
e
r
 

a
n
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

other 
than 

w
o
r
d
s
 

of 
a
b
s
o
l
u
t
e
 

e
n
c
h
a
n
t
m
e
n
t
.
 

N
e
x
t
,
 

some 
c
o
u
p
l
e
s
 

w
a
l
k
e
d
 

round 
and 

round 
in 

a
 

m
a
j
e
s
t
i
c
 

P
o
l
o
n
a
i
s
e
,
 

sung 
soft

ly
 

by 
the 

a
u
d
i
e
n
c
e
.

The 
c
o
s
t
u
m
e
s
 

m
a
g
i
c
a
l
l
y
 

c
o
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
e
d
 

from 
bits 

and 
p
i
e
c
e
s
 

g
l
a
dl
y 

o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

by 
all, 

added 
c
o
l
o
u
r
 

and 
s
c
e
n
e
r
y
.
 

T
h
e
n
 

W
a
n
d
z
i
a
 

the 
other 

s
c
h
o
o
l
 

girl 
did 

a 
few 

r
e
c
i
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

from 
"
P
a
n
 

T
a
d
e
u
s
z
"
,
 

a 
c
l
a
s
s
i
c
 

epic 
by 

our 
own 

and 
f
a
m
o
u
s
 

poet 
of 

t
h
e
 

19th 
C
e
n
t
u
r
y
,
 

loved 
and 

a
d
m
i
r
e
d
 

by 
all 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
.
 

O
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

the 
celi 

doors 
the 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

were 
p
u
s
h
i
n
g
 

each 
other 

from 
t
h
e
 

J
u
da
s 

w
i
n
d
o
w
 

to 
see 

what 
the 

crazy 
P
o
l
is
h 

girls 
wo
ul
d 

do 
n
e
x
t
.

They 
s
ti
l
l 

t
h
o
u
g
h
t
 

of 
us 

as 
a 

"
P
a
n
y
"
,
 

the 
o
p
p
r
e
s
s
i
v
e
 

c
la
ss
 

of 
l
a
n
d
l
o
r
d
s
 

w
hi
ch
 

had 
to 

be 
p
u
n
i
s
h
e
d
 

at 
all 

c
o
s
t
s
.

'mis 
was 

tneir 
or 

to 
be 

p
r
e
c
i
s
e
,
 

their 
G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
'
s
 

e
x
c
u
s
e
 

t
o
 

inva
de
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
 

in 
1
9
3
9
.
 

N
o
b
o
d
y
 

e
x
p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

to 
them 

that 
"
P
a
n
"
 

is 
a 

t
i
t
l
e
,
 

like 
M
i
s
t
e
r
 

in 
E
n
g
l
i
s
h
 

and 
that 

is 
the 

c
o
r
r
e
c
t
 

w
a
y
 

of 
a
d
d
r
e
s
s
i
n
g
 

any 
m
a
l
e
,
o
r
 

"
P
an
i"
 

to 
any 

f
e
m
a
l
e
,
w
h
o
 

is 
a 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
r
 

or 
a
c
ą
u
a
i
n
t
a
n
c
e
. 

"You" 
or 

"Ty" 
was 

r
e
s
e
r
v
e
d
 

for 
a 

f
r
i
en
d
 

o
r
 

a 
c
o
l
l
e
a
g
u
e
.

Every 
day 

when 
g
i
v
i
n
g
 

us 
our 

daily 
bread 

r
a
ti
on
 

t
h
e
y
 

tried 
to 

talk 
and 

ask 
us 

many 
ą
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
 

about 
our 

l
i
v
e
s
.
 

I
t
 

was 
s
imp

ly
 

b
e
y
o
n
d
 

them 
to 

b
e
l
i
e
v
e
 

that 
only 

one 
of 

forty 
i
n
 

the 
celi 

was 
a 

l
a
n
d
o
w
n
e
r
.
 

She 
was 

an 
old 

lady 
of 

65 
and 

h
e
r
 

only 
sin 

was 
that 

she 
had 

more 
land 

than 
was 

p
e
r
m
i
t
t
e
d
 

b
y
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

d
e
c
r
e
e
.
 

She 
was 

c
l
a
s
s
i
f
i
e
d
 

as 
a 

"
K
u
l
a
k
"
 

and 
put 

i
n
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
.
 

Her 
h
u
s
b
a
n
d
,
 

a 
grown 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
 

and 
son 

were 
a
l
s
o
 

a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
 

and 
she 

lost 
c
on
ta
ct
. 

with 
t
h
e
m
,
 

n
a
t
u
r
a
l
l
y
.
 

The 
f
a
c
t
 

that 
two 

of 
the 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

were 
n
u
r
s
e
s
,
 

two 
were 

s
c
h
o
o
l
 

g
i
r
l
s
,
 

o
n
e
 

a 
h
e
a
d
m
i
s
t
r
e
s
s
, 

two 
s
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
,
 

five 
l
a
n
d
w
o
r
k
e
r
s
 

and 
one 

a 
d
o
c
t
o
r
,
 

the 
r
e
m
a
i
n
d
e
r
 

just 
h
o
u
s
e
w
i
v
e
s
,
 

they 
simply 

f
a
i
le
d 

to 
u
n
d
e
r
s
t
a
n
d
.
 

They 
were 

young 
men 

"
b
o
r
r
o
w
e
d
"
 

from 
the 

army 
for 

this 
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

e
m
e
r
g
e
n
c
y
 

and 
doing 

their 
d
u
t
y
.
 

They 
were 

r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
l
y
 

p
o
l
i
t
e
,
 

never 
c
ru
e
l 

but 
very 

p
u
z
z
l
e
d
 

i
n
d
e
e
d
.

The 
I
n
t
e
r
r
o
g
a
t
o
r
s
 

or 
"
S
l
e
d
o
v
a
t
i
e
l
y
"
 

were 
a 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

k
e
t
t
l
e
 

of 
fish 

a
l
t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r
.
 

E
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
 

of 
us 

had 
to 

go 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
i
n
t
e
r
r
o
g
a
t
i
o
n
 

to 
e
s
t
a
b
l
i
s
h
 

the 
grade 

of 
c
r
i
m
e
,
 

c
o
n
n
e
c
t
i
o
n
s
,
 

etc. 
It 

was 
m
o
s
t
l
y
 

at 
ni
gh
t 

when 
the 

door 
o
p
e
n
e
d
 

n
o
i
s
i
l
y
 

a
n
d
 

the 
voice 

c
a
l
le
d 

"Who 
is 

here 
on 

l
etter 

M"? 
S
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

a
n
s
w
e
r
s
 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

but 
only 

one 
was 

r
i
g
h
t
.
 

"You 
M
o
t
o
s
z
k
o
,
 

what 
is 

y
o
u
r
 

first 
n
a
m
e
,
 

what 
is 

your 
f
a
t
h
e
r
'
s
 

name? 
Come 

with 
us". 

T
h
e
 

j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

in 
the 

black 
box 

never 
lasted 

long 
but 

it 
gave 

u
s
 

c
h
a
nc
e 

to 
b
r
e
a
t
h
 

fresh 
air. 

You 
could 

hear 
the 

n
o
r
m
a
l
 

s
o
u
n
d
s
 

of 
a 

town 
Street, 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
'
s
 

s
h
o
u
t
s
,
 

other 
cars 

o
v
e
r
t
a
k
i
n
g
 

u
s
.
 

U
n
b
e
l
i
e
v
a
b
l
y
 

there 
was 

n
o
r
m
a
l
 

life 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
.

A
ft
er
 

s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

of 
these 

i
n
t
e
r
r
o
g
a
t
i
o
n
s
, 

wh
er
e 

I 
d
e
n
i
e
d
 

e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

on 
p
r
i
n
c
i
p
l
e
,
 

they 
f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

a 
g
i
r
l
,
 

my 
f
o
r
m
e
r
 

c
o
l
l
e
a
g
u
e
 

from 
my 

s
c
h
o
o
l
 

who 
had 

s
t
a
y
e
d
 

for 
the 

night 
in 

m
y
 

l
o
d
g
i
n
g
s
 

in 
L
w
o
w
.
 

She 
was 

in 
her 

c
a
p
a
c
i
t
y
 

a 
c
o
u
r
i
e
r
 

in 
t
h
e
 

R
e
s
i
s
t
a
n
c
e
 

M
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

but 
I 

stood 
my 

g
r
o
u
n
d
 

firmly 
s
a
yi
ng
 

I 
d
i
d
 

not 
know 

of 
her 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

i
n
v
o
l
v
e
m
e
n
t
.
 

I 
told 

them 
I 

was 
t
h
e
 

only 
f
r
i
e
n
d
l
y
 

soul 
in 

a 
s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

town 
so 

for 
this 

r
e
a
s
o
n
 

I 
w
a
s
 

the 
o
b
v
i
o
u
s
 

p
e
r
s
o
n
 

to 
offer 

her 
a 

bed 
for 

the 
n
i
g
h
t
.
 

W
h
e
t
h
e
r
 

they 
b
e
l
i
e
v
e
d
 

me 
or 

not 
was 

i
m
m
a
t
e
r
i
a
l
,
 

the 
truth 

w
a
s
 

e
s
t
a
b
l
i
s
h
e
d
.
 

S
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

w
e
e
k
s
 

later 
I 

and 
seven 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

c
a
l
le
d 

"with 
your 

t
h
i
n
g
s
"
 

and 
sent 

to 
a 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

part 
of 

t
h
e
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
.
 

There 
on 

the 
c
o
r
r
i
d
o
r
 

an 
o
f
f
i
c
i
a
l
 

came 
out 

and 
r
e
a
d
 

to 
us 

our 
s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
.
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SE
N

T
E

N
C

E
 

AND 
T

R
A

V
E

L 
TO 

ASIA 
H

'

In 
R
u
s
s
i
a
 

no 
jury 

is 
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
r
y
.
 

I 
was 

s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
d
 

to 
8 

y
ears 

in 
a 

L
a
b
o
u
r
 

C
a
m
p
,
 

or 
I
s
p
r
a
v
i
t
i
e
l
n
e
y
 

L
a
g
e
r
a
.
 

We 
w
e
r
e
 

led 
to 

a 
celi 

in 
a 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

wing 
w
he
re
 

they 
kept 

p
r
i
s
o
n
e
r
s
 

w
h
o
-
h
a
d
 

been 
s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
d
 

and 
were 

a
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
.
 

So 
w
e
 

spent 
the 

whole 
month 

of 
J
a
n
u
a
r
y
 

1941 
in 

a 
big 

damp 
c
e
l
i
 

where 
c
o
n
d
e
n
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

was 
c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
l
y
 

d
r
i
p
p
i
n
g
 

down 
the 

w
a
l
l
s
,
 

f
o
r
m
i
n
g
 

p
u
d
d
l
e
s
 

on 
the 

f
l
o
o
r
.
 

We 
were 

given 
s
l
a
t
t
e
d
 

p
l
a
t
-
 

f
o
r
m
s
,
 

often 
used 

in 
the 

b
a
th
s
 

and 
some 

m
a
t
t
r
e
s
s
e
s
 

f
i
l
l
e
d
 

with 
wood 

s
h
a
v
i
n
g
s
 

to 
keep 

us 
dry. 

N
e
v
e
r
t
h
e
l
e
s
s
, 

all 
of 

u
s
 

c
a
u
g
h
t
 

c
o
l
d
s
,
 

aches 
and 

p
a
in
s
 

in 
the 

j
o
i
n
t
s
,
 

often 
with 

h
i
g
h
 

t
e
m
p
e
r
a
t
u
r
e
s
. 

It. 
was 

now 
very 

cold 
in 

the 
celi 

and 
I 

r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

an 
a
d
d
i
t
i
o
n
 

to 
my 

s
u
mm
er
 

d
r
e
s
s
.
 

Some 
k
i
n
d
l
y
 

c
e
l
i
 

mate 
gave 

me 
a 

bl
ac
k 

w
o
o
l
l
e
n
 

dress 
and 

a 
pair 

of 
silk 

s
t
o
c
k
-
 

i
ng
s,
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
e
d
 

me 
with 

her 
spare 

u
n
d
e
r
s
l
i
p
;
 

y
e
t
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

g
r
a
b
b
e
d
 

the 
only 

one 
thin 

s
i
ng
le
 

b
l
a
n
k
e
t
 

in 
the 

c
e
l
i
 

(prison 
p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
)
 

to 
p
r
o
t
e
c
t
 

me 
from 

the 
30 

d
e
g
r
e
e
s
 

c
e
n
t
i
g
r
a
d
e
 

of 
frost 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
.
 

These 
girls 

were 
m
a
g
n
i
f
i
c
e
n
t
,
 

ready 
t
o
 

share 
their 

p
r
o
v
e
r
b
i
a
l
 

"last 
p
e
n
n
y
"
 

with 
a 

more 
needy 

p
e
r
s
o
n
.

I 
do 

hope 
that 

life 
was 

kind 
to 

them 
as 

it 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

for 
m
e
,
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

a 
year 

l
a
t
e
r
.

Af
t
er
 

4 
w
e
e
k
s
 

we 
were 

again 
c
a
l
le
d
 

out, 
a 

s
l
i
g
h
t
l
y
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

group 
this 

time 
and 

led 
to 

the 
c
o
u
r
t
y
a
r
d
 

to 
join 

a
 

very 
big 

a
s
s
e
m
b
l
y
.
 

Many 
p
r
i
s
o
n
 

vans 
were 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
,
 

o
b
v
i
o
u
s
l
y
 

our 
t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

was 
r
e
a
d
y
.
 

As 
we 

were 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

in 
neat 

l
i
n
e
s
 

one 
of 

the 
g
u
a
r
d
s
 

came 
to 

me 
r
e
c
o
g
n
i
s
i
n
g
 

as 
g
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

p
r
o
p
e
r
t
y
 

the 
b
l
a
n
k
e
t
 

over 
my 

s
h
o
u
l
d
e
r
s
.
 

It 
was 

the 
end 

o
f
 

J
a
n
u
a
r
y
,
 

the 
frost 

was 
s
e
v
er
e
 

and 
s
e
e
in
g
 

that 
I 

only 
had 

a
 

d
r
e
s
s
,
 

silk 
s
t
o
c
k
i
n
g
s
 

and 
court 

s
h
o
e
s
,
 

t
o
t
a
l
l
y
 

i
n
a
d
e
ą
u
a
t
e
 

g
e
a
r
 

for 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

w
i
n
t
e
r
,
 

he 
took 

pity 
on 

my 
s
h
i
v
e
r
i
n
g
 

f
r
a
m
e
 

and 
b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

me 
a 

heavy 
great 

long 
s
h
e
e
p
s
k
i
n
 

c
o
a
t
,
 

with 
h
o
o
d
,
 

the 
kind 

often 
used 

by 
the 

s
e
n
t
r
i
e
s
 

in 
the 

w
at
ch
 

t
o
w
e
r
s
 

o
r
 

by 
the 

h
o
r
s
e
-
d
r
i
v
e
n
 

s
l
e
i
g
h
s
.
 

S
l
e
i
g
h
s
,
 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

"
d
o
r
o
ż
k
i
"
 

w
e
r
e
 

very 
much 

in 
use 

for 
p
a
s
s
e
n
g
e
r
 

t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

in 
this 

b
a
c
k
w
a
r
d
 

B
i
a
l
o
r
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

t
o
w
n
,
 

m
ot
or
 

taxis 
were 

h
a
r
dl
y
 

k
n
o
w
n
.

I 
was 

very 
g
r
a
t
e
f
u
l
 

for 
this 

m
an
's
 

g
e
s
t
u
r
e
 

and 
the 

p
r
i
c
e
-
 

less 
itefn 

of 
c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

which 
l
i
t
e
r
a
l
l
y
 

saved 
my 

life 
and 

o
f
 

s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

of 
my 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
.
 

It 
lasted 

for 
two 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

w
i
n
t
e
r
s
 

a
n
d
 

s
e
r
ve
d
 

us 
all 

w
e
l
l
.

Soon 
after 

the 
i
n
e
v
i
t
a
b
l
e
 

c
h
e
c
k
i
n
g
 

and 
e
n
d
l
e
s
s
 

c
o
u
n
t
i
n
g
 

and 
r
e
-
c
o
u
n
t
i
n
g
 

we 
were 

load
ed
 

again 
into 

the 
black 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

vans 
then 

d
r
i
v
e
n
 

to 
the 

f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

c
o
a
c
h
e
s
.
 

T
h
e
y
 

c
o
n
s
i
s
t
e
d
 

of 
a 

long 
c
o
r
r
i
d
o
r
 

with 
c
o
n
t
i
n
u
o
u
s
 

b
a
r
r
e
d
 

p
a
r
t
i
t
i
o
n
s
 

with 
sm
al
i 

c
o
m
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
s
 

for 
8 

p
e
o
p
l
e
.
 

Each 
c
o
m
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
 

h
a
d

i 
1 ̂

eight 
hard 

b
e
n
c
h
e
s
 

which 
s
e
r
ve
d
 

as 
p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
s
 

for 
s
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
 

atT 
* 

n
i
g
h
t
.
 

The 
hard 

s
u
r
f
a
c
e
 

did 
not 

t
r
o
u
b
l
e
 

us 
as 

we 
were 

u
s
e
d
 

to 
it. 

The 
c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
 

p
a
t
r
o
l
 

by 
the 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

c
h
e
c
k
i
n
g
 

on 
o
u
r
 

every 
m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

was 
less 

w
e
l
c
o
m
e
!
 

A
ft
er
 

two 
days 

the 
t
r
a
i
n
 

s
t
o
p
p
e
d
 

- 
we 

were 
in 

M
o
s
c
o
w
.

Loud 
s
h
o
ut
s
 

of 
"
E
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

out" 
and 

we 
were 

h
u
r
r
i
e
d
 

o
f
f
 

the 
t
r
a
i
n
.
 

Then 
there 

was 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

c
o
m
m
a
n
d
 

"Sit 
d
o
w
n
"
 

w
h
i
c
h
 

s
u
r
p
r
i
s
e
d
 

e
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
 

- 
sit 

w
h
e
r
e
,
 

s
ur
el
y 

not 
on 

the 
dirty 

s
n
o
w
 

on 
the 

p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
?
 

The 
s
h
o
u
t
s
 

were 
r
e
p
e
a
t
e
d
,
 

this 
time 

w
i
t
h
 

r
i
f
l
e
s
 

p
u
s
h
i
n
g
 

down 
the 

s
l
o
w
e
r
 

o
n
e
s
.
 

A
ft
er
 

c
o
u
n
t
i
n
g
 

and 
r
e
-
 

c
o
u
n
t
i
n
g
,
 

we 
were 

r
e
l
o
a
d
e
d
 

once 
more 

into 
the 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

to 
take 

us 
to 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

on 
the 

other 
side 

of 
M
o
s
c
o
w
.

A 
s
i
m
i
l
a
r
 

train 
was 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
u
s
.

The 
j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

lasted 
two 

w
e
e
k
s
 

t
r
a
v
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

a
c
r
o
s
s
 

s
n
o
w
y
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
,
 

C
r
o
s
s
i
n
g
 

n
u
m
e
r
o
u
s
 

r
i
v
e
r
s
 

to 
the 

Ural 
rangę 

of 
m
o
u
n
-
 

t
a
i
n
s
.
 

A
f
t
e
r
 

a 
short 

stop 
at 

S
w
i
e
r
d
l
o
w
s
k
 

we 
had 

r
e
a
c
h
e
d
 

t
h
e
 

end 
of 

our 
j
o
u
r
n
e
y
.
 

There 
was 

a 
c
o
m
p
u
l
s
a
r
y
 

stop 
in 

a 
s
n
o
w
e
d
 

up 
empty 

l
a
n
d
s
c
a
p
e
;
 

the 
train 

could 
not 

n
e
g
o
t
i
a
t
e
 

the 
h
u
g
e
 

snow 
d
r
i
f
t
s
,
 

there 
was 

no 
f
o
o
d
,
 

no 
w
a
t
e
r
,
 

no 
heat 

for 
two 

d
a
y
s
 

u
n
t
i
l
 

the 
r
e
s
cu
e
 

train 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
force 

its 
way 

to 
us 

- 
a
 

very 
u
n
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

c
a
r
g
o
.

The 
next 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

a 
new 

order 
was 

s
h
o
u
t
e
d
 

along 
the 

t
r
a
i
n
,
 

"
d
i
s
e
m
b
a
r
k
"
.
 

It 
was 

pi
tc
h 

d
a
r
k
,
 

a 
b
l
i
z
z
a
r
d
 

was 
r
a
g
i
n
g
,
 

n
o
b
od
y
 

knew 
whe

re
 

to 
go. 

Af
t
er
 

j
u
m
p
i
n
g
 

into 
the 

deep 
snow 

w
e
 

tried 
to 

foll
ow
 

the 
v
o
i
c
e
s
.
 

N
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

was 
v
i
s
i
b
l
e
.
 

My 
h
e
a
v
y
 

s
h
e
e
p
s
k
i
n
 

kept 
me 

warm 
but 

I 
did- 

not 
n
o
t
i
c
e
 

that 
both 

my 
s
h
o
e
s
 

were 
m
i
s
s
i
n
g
.
 

Aft
er
 

g
r
o
p
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

snow 
a
r
o
u
n
d
 

me 
I 

f
o
u
n
d
 

both 
of 

them 
and 

c
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

them 
in 

my 
hands 

for 
s
a
f
e
t
y
,
 

my 
f
e
e
t
 

were 
numb 

a
n
y
w
a
y
.
 

A 
w
h
il
e
 

later 
some 

l
i
g
h
t
e
d
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
s
 

a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
,
 

the 
b
a
r
r
a
c
k
s
 

of 
a 

t
r
a
n
s
i
t
 

camp 
came 

out 
of 

the 
b
l
a
c
k
n
e
s
s
.

I
n
si
d
e 

old 
h
an
ds
 

were 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

to 
give 

h
e
l
p
.

S
o
m
e
b
o
d
y
 

lif
te
d 

me 
on 

to 
the 

t
a
b
l
e
,
 

took 
off 

my 
f
r
o
ż
e
n
 

s
t
o
c
k
i
n
g
s
 

and 
s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

r
u
b
b
i
n
g
 

my 
legs 

with 
s
n
o
w
.
 

Soon 
half 

o
f
 

my 
skin 

was 
r
u
b
b
e
d
 

off 
and 

f
e
e
l
i
n
g
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

s
l
o
w
l
y
,
 

w
i
t
h
 

t
e
r
r
i
b
l
e
 

p
a
i
n
.
 

For 
the 

next 
two 

m
o
n
t
h
s
 

my 
legs 

were 
b
a
d
l
y
 

s
w
o
l
l
e
n
 

and 
fuli 

of 
b
l
i
s
t
e
r
s
,
 

the 
only 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 

o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

in 
t
h
e
 

sick 
bay 

was 
v
a
s
e
l
i
n
e
.

F
e
b
r
u
a
r
y
 

c
a
m
e
,
 

it 
was 

s
ti
ll
 

very 
cold 

but 
very 

s
u
n
n
y
.

Our 
b
a
r
r
a
c
k
s
 

had 
no 

f
l
o
o
r
b
o
a
r
d
s
 

and 
were 

t
e
r
r
i
b
l
y
 

m
u
d
d
y
.
 

O
n
 

both 
sides 

were 
t
w
o
-
t
i
e
r
 

b
u
n
k
-
p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
s
 

for 
s
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
,
 

o
n
e
 

never 
knew 

who 
you 

were 
s
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
 

next 
to. 

On 
my 

right 
was 

a
 

girl 
who 

had 
a 

habit 
of 

p
u
s
h
i
n
g
 

n
e
e
d
l
e
s
 

into 
her 

a
r
m
s
,
 

s
h
e
 

was 
t
r
y
i
n
g
 

to 
c
o
m
m
i
t
 

s
u
i
c
i
d
e
.
 

As 
soon 

as 
the 

n
e
e
d
l
e
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

r
e
m
o
v
e
d
 

in 
the 

camp 
a
m
b
u
l
a
t
o
r
i
u
m
 

she 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
find 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

and 
do 

the 
same 

e
x
e
r
c
i
s
e
 

a
g
a
i
n
.
 

I 
was 

t
e
r
r
i
f
i
e
d
 

that 
one 

d
a
y
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\S
or 

night 
she 

m
ig
ht
 

do 
the 

same 
to 

me 
- 

as 
I 

had 
no 

such 
p
l
a
n
s
z
 

for 
my 

futu
rę
 

I 
moved 

away 
from 

her 
n
e
a
r
e
r
 

to 
my 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
o
n
s
 

from 
M
i
ń
s
k
.

A
K

M
O

L
I NSK 

C
A

M
P

 
For 

W
om

en 
Political 

P
riso

n
e

rs

The 
time 

came 
to 

leave 
this 

t
e
m
p
o
r
a
r
y
 

camp 
named 

K
a
r
a
b
a
s
 

to 
a 

more 
p
e
r
m
a
n
e
n
t
 

p
l
a
c
e
,
 

to 
work 

out 
our 

s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
s
 

and 
t
o
 

be 
r
e
-
e
d
u
c
a
t
e
d
 

to 
a 

c
o
r
r
e
c
t
 

and 
only 

way 
of 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

C
o
m
m
u
n
i
s
m
.
 

Our 
time 

came 
and 

name 
after 

name 
was 

read 
out, 

most 
of 

m
y
 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
o
n
s
 

from 
Mińsk 

were 
i
n
c
l
u
d
e
d
 

in 
our 

g
r
o
u
p
.
 

A 
b
i
g
 

t
r
a
c
t
o
r
 

with 
a 

p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
 

with 
b
e
n
c
h
e
s
 

stood 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

on 
t
h
e
 

t
r
a
c
k
l
e
s
s
 

snow 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

the 
camp 

g
a
t
e
s
.
 

A 
large 

group 
o
f
 

ab
ou
t 

60 
was 

c
a
l
l
ed
 

and 
load

ed
 

and 
a 

slow 
drive 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

i
n
 

the 
early 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
.
 

Just 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

n
i
g
h
t
f
a
l
l
 

we 
a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

a
t
 

A
k
m
o
l
i
n
s
k
,
 

some 
40km 

e
a
s
t
.
 

It 
was 

a 
very 

cold 
d
r
i
v
e
.
 

A
s
 

soon 
as 

we 
could 

not 
feel 

our 
feet 

we 
j
u
m
pe
d
 

off 
the 

s
l
o
w
 

m
o
v
i
n
g
 

p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
 

and 
ran 

b
e
h
i
n
d
 

u
n
t
i
l
 

the 
c
i
r
c
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

to 
our 

h
a
l
f
-
f
r
o
ż
e
n
 

l
i
m
b
s
.
 

My 
big 

funny 
s
h
e
e
p
s
k
i
n
 

kept 
t
h
e
 

rest 
of 

me 
w
a
r
m
.

At 
the 

huge 
new 

camp 
we 

were 
a
l
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

to 
the 

d
o
r
m
i
t
o
r
y
 

b
a
r
r
a
c
k
s
.
 

There 
were 

d
o
u
b
l
e
 

s
t
o
r
i
e
d
 

4
-
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

b
u
nk
s
 

w
i
t
h
 

straw 
f
i
l
l
e
d
 

m
a
t
t
r
e
s
s
e
s
 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
us. 

There 
were 

m
a
n
y
 

b
a
r
r
a
c
k
s
 

of 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

s
i
z
e
s
,
 

some 
h
u
g
e
,
 

some 
much 

s
m
a
l
l
e
r
 

a
n
d
 

as 
we 

l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

l
a
t
e
r
,
 

s
e
r
v
i
n
g
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

p
u
r
p
o
s
e
s
.
 

Many 
w
e
r
e
 

for 
s
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
,
 

very 
many 

for 
w
o
r
k
.
 

There 
was 

a 
c
a
n
t
e
e
n
,
 

a 
k
i
t
c
h
e
n
,
 

a 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
,
 

a 
s
e
wi
ng
 

f
a
c
t
o
r
y
,
 

a 
b
a
k
e
r
y
 

and 
m
a
n
y
 

m
o
r
e
.
 

To 
the 

S
o
v
i
e
t
 

G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

this 
camp 

was 
a 

s
h
o
w
-
p
i
e
c
e
 

to 
a
n
y
b
o
d
y
 

who 
came 

to 
a
d
m
i
r
e
 

their 
u
n
i
g
u
e
 

m
a
r
v
e
l
l
o
u
s
 

s
y
s
t
e
m
.
 

This 
camp 

arose 
from 

the 
bare 

s
t
e
p
p
e
,
 

b
u
i
l
t
 

by 
w
o
m
e
n
,
 

n
o
t
 

just 
any 

w
o
m
e
n
,
b
y
 

"The 
W
i
v
e
s
"
.
 

There 
is 

a 
law 

in 
t
h
i
s
 

p
a
r
a
d
i
s
e
 

(Red 
R
u
s
s
i
a
)
, 

that 
if 

a 
h
u
s
b
a
n
d
 

is 
a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
 

for 
a
 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

o
f
f
e
n
c
e
,
 

his 
wife 

is 
a
u
t
o
m
a
t
i
c
a
l
l
y
 

given 
s
o
m
e
 

p
e
r
c
e
n
t
a
g
e
 

of 
his 

s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
.
 

S
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

it 
is 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

3, 
5 

or 
8 

y
e
a
r
s
.
 

I 
do 

not 
know 

what 
h
a
p
p
e
n
s
 

to 
the 

wife 
if 

the 
h
u
s
b
a
n
d
 

is 
s
h
o
t
,
 

p
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

they 
just 

w
ou
nd
 

her. 
The 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

as 
a 

r
u
l
e
 

go 
to 

the 
State 

o
r
p
h
a
n
a
g
e
s
 

- 
Big 

B
r
o
t
h
e
r
 

cares 
for 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
.

I 
was 

lucky 
i
n
de
ed
 

to 
come 

to 
this 

camp 
in 

p
r
e
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
 

to 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

- 
all 

the 
w
o
m
e
n
,
 

n
e
a
rl
y
 

2000 
of 

them 
were 

h
i
g
h
l
y
 

P
r
o
f
e
s
s
i
o
n
a
l
.
 

We 
had 

many 
d
o
c
t
o
r
s
 

(200 
o
r
i
g
i
n
a
l
l
y
)
, 

w
r
i
t
e
r
s
,
 

t
e
a
c
h
e
r
s
,
 

t
r
a
n
s
l
a
t
o
r
s
,
 

a
r
t
i
s
t
s
.
 

All 
s
h
a
re
d
 

the 
same 

m
o
r
t
a
l
 

sin, 
their 

h
u
s
b
a
n
d
s
 

were 
a
r
r
e
s
t
e
d
 

by 
S
t
a
l
i
n
 

in 
the 

f
a
m
o
u
s
 

1937 
T
r
o
t
s
k
i
 

p
u
r
g
e
.
 

G
r
a
d
u
a
l
l
y
 

those 
w
ho
se
 

s
k
i
l
l
s
 

were 
n
e
e
d
e
d

— 
j 

*
like 

d
o
c
t
o
r
s
,
 

d
e
s
i
g
n
e
r
s
 

and 
e
n
g
i
n
e
e
r
s
,
 

were 
sent 

to 
o
t
h
e
r
 

s
m
a
l
l
e
r
 

c
a
m
p
s
.

The 
day 

after 
our 

a
r
r
i
v
a
l
 

we 
were 

i
s
su
ed
 

with 
some 

w
a
r
m
 

c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
,
 

p
a
d
d
e
d
 

j
a
c
k
e
t
s
,
 

p
a
d
d
e
d
 

t
r
o
u
s
e
r
s
,
 

some 
u
n
d
e
r
w
e
a
r
 

a
n
d
 

o
v
e
r
s
i
z
e
d
 

b
o
o
t
s
.
 

Early 
in 

the 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

after 
hot 

"tea" 
- 

i
n
 

fact 
it 

was 
wa
te
r 

- 
and 

a 
piec

e 
of 

brea
d 

we 
were 

sent 
to 

w
o
r
k
.
 

On 
three 

sides 
of 

the 
camp 

was 
a 

f
r
o
z
e
n
 

lake 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

w
i
t
h
 

thick 
r
e
e
d
s
.
 

These 
were 

s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
 

to 
be 

cut 
with 

s
i
c
k
l
e
s
.
 

T
h
e
 

snow 
was 

very 
deep 

and 
the 

p
r
e
s
c
r
i
b
e
d
 

norm 
was 

40 
s
h
e
a
v
e
s
 

a
 

day. 
F
r
e
s
h
l
y
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

from 
a 

long 
stay 

in 
the 

p
r
i
s
o
n
 

and 
h
a
l
f
 

s
t
a
r
v
e
d
 

none 
of 

us 
could 

p
o
s
s
i
b
l
y
 

work 
the 

fuli 
n
o
r
m
.
 

A
f
t
e
r
 

12 
hours 

d
i
g
g
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

snow 
and 

c
u
t
t
i
n
g
 

the 
reeds 

I 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
do 

all 
of 

the 
4 

s
h
e
a
v
e
s
.
 

We 
had 

left 
the 

camp 
"
Z
o
n
e
"
 

a
t
 

4 
o
'
c
l
o
c
k
 

in 
the 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

and 
we 

r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
,
 

t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r
 

with 
t
h
e
 

g
u
a
r
d
,
 

the 
dogs 

and 
the 

r
i
f
l
e
s
 

at 
4 

o
'
c
l
o
c
k
 

in 
the 

a
f
t
e
r
n
o
o
n
,
 

then 
off 

to 
the 

c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

for 
a 

meal 
which 

c
o
n
s
i
s
t
e
d
 

of 
s
o
m
e
 

"
k
a
s
z
a
"
 

(
p
o
r
r
i
d
g
e
)
 

plus 
their 

s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

v
e
r
s
i
o
n
 

of 
t
e
a
.

Our 
e
f
f
o
r
t
s
 

p
r
o
v
i
d
e
d
 

the 
camp 

with 
its 

only 
s
o
ur
ce
 

o
f
 

fuel 
for 

h
e
a
t
i
n
g
,
 

c
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

and 
d
r
y
i
n
g
 

damp 
c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

after 
t
h
e
 

day's 
w
o
r
k
.
 

The 
fuli 

norm 
e
n
t
i
t
l
e
d
 

us 
to 

the 
fuli 

r
a
t
i
o
n
 

o
f
 

b
r
e
a
d
,
 

u
n
f
o
r
t
u
n
a
t
e
l
y
, 

we 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

only 
o
n
e
-
t
e
n
t
h
 

of 
it, 

so 
t
h
e
 

piece 
of 

bread 
for 

the 
next 

day 
was 

very 
sm
al
i
 

i
n
d
e
e
d
.
 

T
h
e
i
r
 

s
l
og
an
 

"The 
one 

who 
does 

not 
work 

does 
not 

eat" 
was 

a 
v
e
r
y
 

real 
o
n
e
!

The 
b
l
i
z
z
a
r
d
s
 

were 
st
il
l 

s
e
ve
re
 

and 
from 

b
a
r
r
a
c
k
 

t
o
 

b
a
r
r
a
c
k
 

and 
to 

the 
t
o
i
l
e
t
s
 

there 
was 

a 
long 

rope 
s
t
r
e
t
c
h
e
d
 

t
o
 

hang 
on 

to 
for 

s
a
f
e
t
y
.
 

My 
first 

day 
at 

work 
did 

me 
no 

g
o
o
d
.

I 
came 

down 
with 

P
n
e
u
m
o
n
i
a
 

and 
was 

taken 
to 

the 
smali 

c
a
m
p
 

h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
.
 

The 
life 

here 
was 

on 
ąuite 

a 
d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

l
e
v
e
l
.

Seven 
women 

d
o
c
t
o
r
s
,
 

four 
n
u
r
s
e
s
 

and 
a 

c
l
e
a
n
i
n
g
 

woman 
l
o
o
k
e
d
 

after 
20 

or 
so 

p
a
t
i
e
n
t
s
.
 

The 
p
r
i
m
i
t
i
v
e
 

r
e
s
o
u
r
c
e
s
 

did 
v
e
r
y
 

little 
to 

treat 
sick 

p
a
t
i
e
n
t
s
 

but 
the 

good 
care 

taken 
by 

t
h
e
 

d
o
c
t
o
r
s
 

and 
n
u
r
s
e
s
 

c
o
u
n
t
e
d
 

for 
a 

lot. 
The 

staff 
also 

o
f
t
e
n
 

d
r
o
p
p
e
d
 

in 
for 

a 
chat 

a
s
k
i
n
g
 

us 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

girls 
about 

life 
in 

t
h
e
 

W
e
s
t
,
 

of 
which 

they 
knew 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

They 
a
d
m
i
r
e
d
 

our 
h
a
i
r
s
t
y
l
e
s
 

and 
above 

all 
our 

frilly 
u
n
d
e
r
w
e
a
r
.
 

One 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

p
a
t
i
e
n
t
 

i
n
 

my 
ward 

was 
a 

t
r
a
n
s
l
a
t
o
r
 

from 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

to 
F
r
e
n
c
h
 

and 
E
n
g
l
i
s
h
.
 

A
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

was 
a 

t
r
a
p
e
z
e
 

a
r
t
i
s
t
 

in 
a 

c
i
r
c
u
s
 

and 
she 

i
n
d
ee
d 

h
a
d
 

seen 
p
r
e
t
t
y
 

u
n
d
e
r
c
l
o
t
h
e
s
, 

so 
we 

must 
have 

been 
t
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

t
h
e
 

truth 
but 

when 
I 

m
e
n
t
i
o
n
e
d
 

that 
the 

year 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

my 
c
o
u
s
i
n
 

Zosia 
and 

her 
d
o
c
t
o
r
 

h
u
s
b
a
n
d
 

had 
h
o
l
i
d
a
y
e
d
 

in 
Y
u
g
o
s
l
a
v
i
a
,
 

t
a
k
in
g 

their 
car 

for 
the 

wh
ol
e 

s
u
m
m
e
r
,
 

my 
t
e
m
p
e
r
a
t
u
r
e
 

w
a
s
 

taken 
again 

late 
e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

to 
make 

sure 
I 

was 
not 

too 
ill. 

M
y
 

A
u
n
t
i
e
 

who 
was 

a 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
 

had 
also 

taken 
part 

in 
a 

trip 
to 

I
t
a
l
y
 

with 
a 

group 
of 

other 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
s
,
 

was 
too 

much 
for 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
,
 
-
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or 
r

I
'd 

d
e
c
i
d
e
d
l
y
 

had 
a 

r
e
l
a
p
s
e
.
 

Soon 
t
ho
ug
h
 

I 
was 

w
ell 

e
n
o
u
g
h
 

to 
r
e
t
u
r
n
 

to 
w
o
r
k
.

The 
end 

of 
Ma
rc
h 

c
a
m
e
,
 

cold 
but 

s
u
n
n
y
.
 

The 
t
e
m
p
e
r
a
t
u
r
e
 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

was 
r
i
s
i
n
g
 

and 
a 

new 
p
r
o
j
e
c
t
 

was 
in 

storę 
for 

u
s
 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

"
S
n
i
e
g
o
z
a
d
i
r
z
a
n
n
i
e
"
. 

D
e
l
a
y
i
n
g
 

the 
t
h
a
w
.
 

Next 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

was 
sent 

far 
into 

the 
s
t
e
pp
e
 

along 
s
n
o
w
e
d
 

u
p
 

r
a
i
l
w
a
y
 

l
i
n
e
s
,
 

miles 
into 

the 
h
o
r
i
z
o
n
.
 

U
n
f
o
r
t
u
n
a
t
e
l
y
 

n
o
-
o
n
e
 

told 
us 

why 
the 

"old 
h
a
n
d
s
"
 

wore 
funny 

E
s
k
i
m
o
 

style 
h
o
m
e
-
m
a
d
e
 

sun 
g
l
a
s
s
e
s
.
 

All 
day 

we 
s
h
o
v
e
l
l
e
d
 

high 
snow 

r
i
d
g
e
s
 

p
a
r
a
l
l
e
l
 

to 
each 

other." 
The 

p
u
r
p
o
s
e
 

of 
this 

was 
to 

delay 
the 

m
e
l
t
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

snow 
for 

an 
e
x
t
e
n
d
e
d
 

p
e
r
i
o
d
 

in 
the 

S
p
r
i
n
g
,
 

t
h
u
s
 

a
s
s
i
s
t
i
n
g
 

i
r
r
i
g
a
t
i
o
n
 

in 
the 

dry 
a
r
e
a
.
 

All 
these 

huge 
s
t
e
p
p
e
s
 

were 
c
u
l
t
i
v
a
t
e
d
 

for 
c
e
r
e
a
l
s
.
 

At 
the 

end 
of 

the 
day 

we 
c
o
u
l
d
 

h
a
rd
ly
 

walk 
back 

over 
the 

deep 
s
n
o
w
,
 

not 
only 

w
a
l
k
i
n
g
 

w
a
s
 

i
m
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
 

but 
most 

of 
us 

s
u
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

t
e
r
r
i
b
l
e
 

i
n
f
l
a
m
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

o
f
 

the 
e
y
e
s
,
 

the 
snow 

b
l
i
n
d
n
e
s
s
.
 

No 
help 

this 
time 

(from 
a 

v
e
r
y
 

u
n
f
r
i
e
n
d
l
y
 

d
o
c
t
o
r
)
 

and 
no 

b
re
ad
 

e
i
t
h
e
r
.
 

My 
t
e
m
p
e
r
a
t
u
r
e
 

s
h
o
t
 

up 
a
g
a
i
n
,
 

my 
face 

was 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

with 
snow 

b
l
i
s
t
e
r
s
.
 

Here 
a
 

kind 
f
r
i
e
n
d
 

found 
me 

and 
took 

me 
back 

to 
the 

h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
.
 

T
h
e
 

d
o
c
t
o
r
s
 

and 
n
u
r
s
e
s
 

h
a
r
d
l
y
 

r
e
c
o
g
n
i
s
e
d
 

me, 
s
h
o
u
t
s
 

of 
h
o
r
r
o
r
 

g
r
e
e
t
e
d
 

me 
"What 

have 
those 

d
e
v
i
l
s
 

done 
to 

you 
in 

three 
s
h
o
r
t
 

d
ay
s?
 

We 
let 

you 
out 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

ąu
it
e 

human 
and 

now 
t
h
i
s
"
!

I 
did 

not 
know 

what 
was 

the 
m
a
t
t
e
r
 

with 
me 

this 
time 

but 
i
t
 

took 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

month 
to 

br
in
g 

me 
back 

to 
r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
l
e
 

h
e
a
l
t
h
.

When 
I 

was 
f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

d
i
s
c
h
a
r
g
e
d
 

May 
was 

in, 
S
p
r
i
n
g
,
 

s
u
n
n
y
 

and 
g
o
l
d
e
n
.
 

The 
grass 

was 
green 

and 
the 

f
o
r
m
e
r
l
y
 

f
r
o
ze
n
 

l
a
k
e
 

azure 
blue 

and 
fresh 

reeds 
were 

g
r
o
w
i
n
g
.
 

I 
was 

c
l
a
s
s
i
f
i
e
d
 

for 
"
i
n
t
e
r
n
a
l
 

o
c
c
u
p
a
t
i
o
n
"
 

in 
f
u
t
u
r
ę
.

The 
next 

a
s
s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
 

took 
me 

to 
thte 

great 
f
a
c
t
o
r
y
 

o
f
 

w
i
n
t
e
r
.
g
a
r
m
e
n
t
 

rnaking. 
There 

were 
two 

m
o
d
e
l
s
 

of 
t
h
e
s
e
.
 

O
n
e
 

was 
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

a 
F
u
f
a
j
k
a
,
 

an 
early 

v
e
r
s
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
 

d
a
y
 

a
n
o
r
a
k
.
 

It 
was 

made 
from 

very 
poor 

black 
c
o
t
t
o
n
.
 

N
yl
o
n 

w
a
s
 

u
n
k
n
o
w
n
 

in 
those 

d
a
y
s
.
 

The 
p
a
d
d
i
n
g
 

was 
of 

crude 
c
o
t
t
o
n
 

w
o
o
l
.
 

The 
other 

m
o
d
e
l
 

was 
more 

e
l
e
g
a
n
t
l
y
 

cut, 
a 

d
o
u
b
l
e
-
b
r
e
a
s
t
e
d
 

t
h
i
c
k
i
s
h
 

j
a
ck
et
 

with 
p
o
c
k
e
t
s
,
 

c
o
l
l
a
r
 

and 
b
u
t
t
o
n
s
.
 

My 
job 

w
a
s
 

to 
pr
es
s 

fiat 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

seams 
at 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

s
t
a
g
e
s
 

of 
w
o
r
k
.
 

A
l
l
 

items 
were 

n
u
m
b
e
r
e
d
,
 

each 
one 

c
a
r
e
f
u
l
l
y
 

n
o
t
e
d
,
 

as 
e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

had 
to 

be 
c
o
u
n
t
e
d
 

for 
the 

finał 
t
o
t
a
l
.
 

That 
in 

turn 
d
e
c
i
d
e
d
 

how 
much 

b
re
ad
 

you 
r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

at 
the 

end 
of 

the 
day. 

G
i
r
l
s
 

o
n
 

e
i
t
h
e
r
 

side 
were 

p
u
s
h
i
n
g
 

me 
with 

my 
part 

of 
the 

work 
as 

t
h
e
y
 

t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

were 
in 

a 
great 

hurry 
to 

a
c
h
i
e
v
e
 

as 
much 

food 
a
s
 

p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
,
 

so 
for 

the 
first 

time 
my 

norm 
was 

over 
100% 

a
n
d
 

what 
is 

more 
I 

had 
just 

about 
e
n
o
u
gh
 

f
o
o
d
.
 

A 
glass 

of 
m
i
l
k
 

or 
one 

sweet 
bun 

made 
a 

lot 
of 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
 

to 
a 

c
h
r
o
n
i
c
a
l
l
y
 

s
t
a
r
v
i
n
g
 

young 
g
i
r
l
.
 

Only 
there 

and 
then 

did 
I 

put 
a 

b
l
a
c
k

curse 
on 

all 
slave 

w
o
r
k
.

S
h
i
f
t
s
 

l
asted 

12 
hours 

a 
day 

or 
n
i
g
h
t
.
 

The 
n
i
g
h
t
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

p
a
r
t
i
c
u
l
a
r
l
y
 

u
n
p
l
e
a
s
a
n
t
,
 

three 
b
r
e
a
k
s
 

in 
12 

hours 
w
e
r
e
 

i
n
s
u
f
f
i
c
i
e
n
t
,
 

two 
of 

10 
m
i
n
u
t
e
s
,
 

one 
in 

the 
m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
2
0
 

m
i
n
u
t
e
s
.
 

No 
m
a
t
t
e
r
 

how 
tired 

I 
was 

I 
could 

never 
sleep 

m
o
r
e
 

than 
three 

ho
ur
s 

in 
the 

day 
then 

the 
s
l
i
g
h
t
e
s
t
 

noise 
woke 

m
e
 

up 
and 

that 
was 

the 
end 

of 
my 

s
l
e
e
p
.
 

The 
n
i
g
h
t
m
a
r
e
 

of 
t
h
e
 

c
o
m
in
g 

shift 
was 

a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
i
n
g
,
 

the 
h
o
r
r
o
r
 

of 
yet 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

l
o
n
g
 

night 
was 

l
o
o
m
i
n
g
 

and 
my 

n
e
r
v
e
s
 

were 
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
l
y
 

s
h
a
t
t
e
r
e
d
.

D
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
l
o
n
g
e
s
t
 

20 
m
i
n
u
t
ę
 

break 
I 

was 
under 

the 
table 

o
n
 

the 
pile 

of 
half 

f
i
n
i
s
h
e
d
 

g
a
r
m
e
n
t
s
 

fast 
asleep 

- 
soon 

s
o
m
e
b
o
d
y
 

was 
s
h
a
k
i
n
g
 

my 
arm, 

time 
to 

get 
up 

and 
back 

to 
my 

heavy 
4
k
g
 

iron 
again 

and 
carry 

on 
p
r
e
s
s
i
n
g
 

those 
b
e
a
s
t
l
y
 

seams 
u
n
t
i
l
 

d
a
y
b
r
e
a
k
.
 

In 
the 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

we 
did 

not 
have 

e
n
o
u
g
h
 

e
n
er
gy
 

l
e
f
t
 

to 
drag 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

to 
the 

c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

to 
try 

the 
f
a
mo
us
 

extra 
f
o
o
d
 

we 
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

so 
b
i
t
t
e
r
l
y
.

In 
July 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

r
u
m
o
u
r
s
 

were 
heard 

- 
there 

was 
talk 

of 
a
 

new 
w
a
r
.
 

The 
news 

of 
H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

a
t
ta
ck
 

on 
R
u
s
s
i
a
 

s
p
re
ad
 

v
e
r
y
 

m
y
s
t
e
r
i
o
u
s
l
y
 

and 
g
u
i
c
k
l
y
,
 

they 
were 

at 
war 

at 
long 

last, 
t
h
o
s
e
 

two 
d
e
v
i
l
s
.
 

We 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

girls 
were 

o
v
e
r
j
o
y
e
d
 

with 
the 

r
e
n
e
w
e
d
 

hope 
of 

our 
r
e
l
e
a
s
e
 

but 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

women 
were 

t
e
r
r
i
f
i
e
d
 

o
f
 

w
orse 

times 
to 

c
o
m
e
.
 

These 
poor 

s
i
m
pl
e 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

folk 
k
n
e
w
 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

good 
or 

h
a
p
p
y
,
 

they 
were 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

o
p
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

by 
their 

o
w
n
 

Tzars 
or 

their 
own 

c
o
m
m
i
s
s
a
r
s
.

A
M

N
E

S
T

Y

The 
M
a
y
s
k
i
-
S
i
k
o
r
s
k
i
 

pact 
was 

s
i
gn
ed
 

in 
1941 

at 
the 

o
u
t
s
e
t
 

of 
the 

G
e
r
m
a
n
 

i
n
v
a
s
i
o
n
 

of 
R
u
s
s
i
a
.
 

G
e
n
e
r
a
l
 

S
i
k
o
r
s
k
i
 

was 
w
i
t
h
 

the 
Prime 

M
i
n
i
s
t
e
r
 

of 
the 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

in 
exile 

in 
E
n
g
l
a
n
d
.
 

M
a
y
s
k
i
 

was 
the 

r
e
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
a
t
i
v
e
 

on 
S
t
a
l
i
n
'
s
 

s
i
d
e
.
 

To 
save 

a
l
l
 

the 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
,
t
h
e
 

c
a
p
t
u
r
e
d
 

army 
and 

h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 

of 
c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

was 
i
m
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
.
 

Many 
had 

a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

d
i
e
d
,
 

p
e
r
i
s
h
e
d
 

in 
labour 

c
a
m
p
s
,
 

coal 
m
i
n
e
s
,
 

gold 
m
i
ne
s
 

or 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

f
a
minę 

and 
i
l
l
n
e
s
s
.
 

These 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

in 
the 

vast 
r
e
g
i
o
n
s
 

o
f
 

S
i
b
e
r
i
a
 

and 
K
a
z
a
k
h
s
t
a
n
x
 

had 
c
o
m
m
i
t
t
e
d
 

no 
crime 

so 
the 

a
m
n
e
s
t
y
 

was 
a 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

word 
to 

use 
for 

a
l
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

i
n
n
o
c
e
n
t
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

t
o
 

move 
a
r
o
u
n
d
.
 

Many 
were 

too 
weak 

to 
move 

but 
those 

who 
c
o
u
l
d
 

tried 
to 

go 
South 

where 
the 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

army 
was 

a
s
s
e
m
b
l
i
n
g
.
 

T
h
e
y
 

c
a
m
e
,
 

half 
dead 

and 
in 

rags 
to 

be 
taken 

by 
the 

n
e
w
l
y
 

r
e
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
 

army 
under 

G
e
n
e
r
a
l
 

A
n
d
e
r
s
 

c
o
m
m
a
n
d
.
 

O
r
p
h
a
n
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

taken 
to 

the 
o
r
p
h
a
n
a
g
e
s
,
 

c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
s
 

g
a
t
h
e
r
e
d
 

in 
the 

s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

camps 
and 

were 
e
v
e
n
t
u
a
l
l
y
 

sent 
to 

A
f
r
i
c
a
 

and 
India 

for 
t
h
e
 

d
u
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

w
ar
.
 

All 
a
b
l
e
-
b
o
d
i
e
d
 

men 
and 

women 
j
o
i
n
e
d

14



v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

b
a
t
t
a
l
i
o
n
s
,
 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
e
s
 

and 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
s
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

■ 

the 
w
i
n
t
e
r
 

of 
1
9
4
1
-
4
2
.

And 
inde

ed
 

after 
three 

m
o
n
t
h
s
,
 

s
l
o
w
l
y
,
 

group 
a
f
t
e
r
 

group 
was 

r
e
l
e
a
s
e
d
 

into 
the 

w
or
ld
 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
.
 

F
i
r
s
t
l
y
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
 

some 
more 

work 
had 

to 
be 

done 
- 

for 
some 

time 
I 

was 
sent 

t
o
 

the 
k
i
t
c
h
e
n
.
 

D
u
r
i
n
g
 

my 
first 

week 
my 

job 
was 

to 
draw 

t
h
e
 

w
a
t
e
r
 

from 
the 

w
e
l
l
;
 

two 
of 

us 
were 

n
e
e
d
e
d
 

to 
o
p
e
r
a
t
e
 

i
t
,
 

one 
to 

winch 
up 

25 
b
u
c
k
e
t
s
,
 

the 
other 

to 
empty 

them 
into 

a
 

big 
b
a
r
r
e
l
 

on 
w
h
e
e
l
s
,
 

then 
a 

horse 
p
u
l
l
e
d
 

it 
to 

the 
b
o
i
l
e
r
 

r
o
o
m
.
 

We 
took 

it 
in 

t
u
r
n
s
,
 

it 
c
e
r
t
a
i
n
l
y
 

look
ed
 

easy 
from 

a
 

d
i
s
t
a
n
c
e
,
 

in 
fact 

it 
was 

b
a
c
k
b
r
e
a
k
i
n
g
.
 

The 
next 

job 
was 

i
n
 

the 
tea 

r
o
o
m
.
 

Four 
big 

c
a
u
l
d
r
o
n
s
 

of 
c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
l
y
 

b
o
i
l
i
n
g
 

w
a
t
e
r
,
 

the 
fire 

b
e
n
e
a
t
h
 

was 
a
t
t
e
n
d
e
d
 

by 
one 

girl 
and 

w
a
t
e
r
 

s
u
p
p
l
i
e
d
 

by 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
.
 

Ten 
big 

b
a
r
r
e
l
s
 

fill
ed
 

the 
rest 

of 
t
h
e
 

r
o
o
m
.
 

One 
b
a
r
r
e
l
 

was 
under 

the 
t
r
o
ug
h
 

and 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

girl 
o
u
t


side 
with 

this 
horse 

and 
b
a
r
r
e
l
-
l
i
k
e
 

c
o
n
t
r
a
p
t
i
o
n
,
 

d
e
l
i
v
e
r
e
d
 

fresh 
wa
te
r 

all 
day. 

Soon 
the 

r
e
c
e
i
v
i
n
g
 

b
a
r
r
e
l
 

was 
o
v
e
r
-
 

f
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

and 
I 

had 
to 

pour 
the 

extra 
w
at
er
 

into 
other 

b
a
r
r
e
l
s
,
 

all 
1600 

b
u
c
k
e
t
s
 

of 
i
t.

P
e
o
p
l
e
 

w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

k
i
t
c
h
e
n
s
 

had 
their 

b
r
ea
d
 

r
a
t
i
o
n
 

cut 
b
y
.
h
a
l
f
.
 

It 
r
e
al
ly
 

s
t
a
n
d
s
 

to 
r
e
a
s
o
n
,
 

if 
you 

are 
w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

near 
the 

very 
heart 

of 
the 

m
a
t
t
e
r
,
 

n
a
me
ly
 

k
i
t
c
h
e
n
s
,
 

you 
a
r
e
 

bound 
to 

pinch 
some 

extra 
food 

here 
and 

t
h
e
r
e
.
 

As 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

had 
an 

empty 
jam 

jar 
in 

their 
p
o
c
k
e
t
 

any 
o
p
p
o
r
t
u
n
i
t
y
 

was 
a
 

good 
o
ne. 

I 
f
i
l
le
d
 

my 
jar 

at 
the 

end 
of 

the 
day 

with 
l
e
f
t
 

o
vers 

from 
the 

k
i
t
c
h
e
n
 

and 
took 

it 
to 

my 
f
r
ie
nd
 

J
a
n
k
a
.
 

W
e
 

sat 
at 

the 
end 

of 
the 

b
u
nk
s
 

and 
ate, 

in 
r
e
t
u
r
n
,
 

J
an
k
a 

m
a
d
e
 

d
a
r
i
n
g
 

e
x
p
e
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
 

in 
the 

m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
the 

n
i
g
h
t
,
 

b
e
h
i
n
d
 

t
h
e
 

p
e
r
i
m
e
t
e
r
 

fence 
to 

the 
f
o
r
b
i
d
d
e
n
 

g
a
r
d
e
n
s
.
 

Being 
very 

s
l
i
m
 

she 
r
o
l
l
e
d
 

under 
p
a
r
a
l
l
e
l
 

rows 
of 

b
a
r
b
e
d
 

wire 
s
t
r
e
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

12 
feet 

high 
with 

s
i
m
i
l
a
r
 

p
r
i
c
k
l
y
 

w
al
ls
 

of 
about 

4m 
a
p
a
r
t
,
 

c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
l
y
 

p
a
t
r
o
l
l
e
d
 

by 
g
u
a
r
d
s
 

with 
d
o
g
s
.
 

As 
soon 

as 
t
h
e
y
 

t
u
r
n
e
d
 

c
o
r
n
e
r
s
 

and 
the 

s
entry 

on 
c
o
rn
er
 

tower 
was 

not 
l
o
o
k


ing 
Janka 

and 
a 

few 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

r
a
i
d
e
d
 

the 
g
a
r
d
e
n
s
 

and 
r
o
l
l
e
d
 

back 
in 

a 
flash 

s
h
a
r
i
n
g
 

the 
loot 

with 
close 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

in 
t
h
e
 

b
a
r
r
a
c
k
s
.
 

Had 
the 

g
u
a
r
d
s
 

t
u
r
ne
d
 

for 
a 

f
r
a
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
a 

s
e
c
o
n
d
 

s
o
o
n
e
r
,
 

Janka 
and 

the 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

w
o
ul
d
 

have 
been 

shot 
on 

t
h
e
 

s
p
o
t
.

We 
were 

still 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
our 

r
e
l
e
a
s
e
,
 

in 
the 

m
e
a
n
t
i
m
e
 

h
a
r
v
e
s
t
 

time 
was 

a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
i
n
g
 

f
a
s
t
.
 

All 
w
o
r
k
e
r
s
 

from 
t
h
e
 

f
a
c
t
o
r
i
e
s
,
 

e
m
b
r
o
i
d
e
r
y
 

w
o
r
k
s
,
 

the 
shoe 

f
a
c
t
o
r
y
 

and 
many 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

were 
sent 

on 
to 

the 
f
i
e
l
d
s
 

to 
cut 

c
o
r
n
,
 

dig 
p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

a
n
d
 

elear 
up 

the 
g
a
r
d
e
n
s
,
 

d
o
u
bl
y
 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

in 
view 

of 
a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
i
n
g
 

w
a
r
.
 

I 
and 

many 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

were 
sent 

yet 
again 

to 
the 

l
ak
e,
 

n
o
w
 

dry 
and 

c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
l
y
 

o
v
e
r
g
r
o
w
n
,
 

to 
cut 

more 
fuel 

for 
the 

w
i
n
t
e
r
.

With 
good 

w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

the 
daily 

norm 
was 

a
c
c
o
r
d
i
n
g
l
y
 

r
a
i
s
e
d
 

to 
9
0
 

s
h
e
a
v
e
s
 

per 
day. 

Ready 
to 

start 
c
o
l
u
m
n
s
 

with 
g
u
a
r
d
s
 

and 
d
o
g
s
 

all 
w
a
i
t
e
d
 

just 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

the 
main 

g
a
t
e
.
 

Work 
s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

ą
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

e
n
o
u
g
h
,
 

each 
of 

us 
m
a
r
k
e
d
 

an 
i
n
d
i
v
i
d
u
a
l
 

row 
of 

ready 
to 

c
o
u
n
t
 

s
h
e
a
v
e
s
.
 

Very 
soon 

the 
lit

tl
e 

area 
was 

e
x
h
a
u
s
t
e
d
 

and 
we 

h
a
d
 

to 
move 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

on 
into 

a 
more 

d
e
n
s
e
l
y
 

c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

patch 
but 

n
o
t
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
s
u
p
e
r
v
i
s
o
r
 

e
n
t
e
r
e
d
 

the 
i
n
d
i
v
i
d
u
a
l
 

r
e
s
u
l
t
s
 

in 
h
e
r
 

n
o
t
e
b
o
o
k
.
 

F
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

in 
we 

cut 
a 

little 
c
l
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

and, 
h
i
d
d
e
n
 

from 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
,
 

had 
a 

lit
tl
e 

r
e
s
t
.
 

Then 
"
b
o
r
r
o
w
i
n
g
"
 

from 
t
h
e
 

n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
i
n
g
 

s
l
a
v
e
,
 

we 
c
o
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
e
d
 

a 
new 

row 
and 

again 
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

the 
s
u
p
e
r
v
i
s
o
r
 

to 
c
o
u
n
t
.
 

In 
the 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

each 
of 

us 
had 

a
n
 

i
m
p
o
s
i
n
g
 

row 
of 

n
eatly 

a
r
r
a
n
g
e
d
 

90 
s
h
e
a
v
e
s
.
 

One 
lives 

a
n
d
 

l
e
a
r
n
s
.
 

The 
whole 

idea 
of 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

camps 
was 

for 
r
e
-
e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

after 
all. 

We 
cared 

not 
much 

if 
their 

tota
l 

f
i
g
u
r
e
s
 

did 
n
o
t
 

t
a
l
l
y
.The 

lake 
was 

a 
b
r
e
e
d
i
n
g
 

g
r
o
u
n
d
 

for 
m
o
s
ą
u
i
t
o
e
s
.
 

Each 
d
a
y
 

a 
lady 

in 
a 

black 
dress 

gave 
y
e
l
l
o
w
 

t
a
b
l
e
t
s
 

to 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

a
s
 

a 
p
r
e
v
e
n
t
i
o
n
 

a
g
a
i
n
s
t
 

M
a
l
a
r
i
a
.
 

The 
l
ady's 

name 
was 

J
a
g
o
d
a
,
 

t
h
e
 

s
i
st
er
 

of 
a 

f
a
mo
us
 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
i
a
n
 

who 
had 

been 
given 

a 
d
e
a
t
h
 

s
e
n
t
e
n
c
e
 

for 
o
p
p
o
s
i
n
g
 

S
t
a
l
i
n
i
n
t
h
e
T
r
o
t
s
k
y
 

purge 
in 

1
9
3
7
.
 

S
h
e
,
 

just 
as 

other 
m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 

of 
the 

f
a
m
i
l
y
,
 

was 
d
e
c
l
a
r
e
d
 

g
u
il
ty
 

b
y
 

the 
sheer 

bad 
luck 

of 
b
e
l
o
n
g
i
n
g
 

to 
the 

wron
g 

f
a
mi
ly
 

at 
t
h
e
 

wrong 
t
i
m
e
.
 

Such 
a 

human
 

touch 
of 

S
o
v
i
e
t
 

law! 
From 

the 
l
a
k
e
 

we 
were 

sent 
to 

work 
in 

the 
g
a
r
d
e
n
s
 

as 
t
o
m
a
t
o
e
s
 

and 
c
u
c
u
m
b
e
r
s
 

were 
ready 

for 
h
a
r
v
e
s
t
i
n
g
.
 

At 
long 

last 
v
i
t
a
m
i
n
s
 

were 
f
r
e
e
l
y
 

a
v
a
i
l
a
b
i
e
 

- 
we 

could 
eat 

them 
to 

our 
h
e
a
r
t
s
 

c
o
n
t
e
n
t
.
 

T
h
e
 

only 
p
e
n
a
l
t
y
 

was 
s
e
ve
re
 

d
y
s
e
n
t
r
y
.

FR
EED

O
M

 
IN 

R
U

S
S

IA

The 
day 

came 
for 

our 
litt

le
 

group 
to 

be 
set 

f
r
e
e
.
 

E
v
e
r
y
-
 

body 
was 

given 
t
e
m
p
o
r
a
r
y
 

d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
s
 

and 
p
a
p
e
r
s
 

e
n
t
i
t
l
i
n
g
 

t
h
e
m
 

to 
a 

free 
p
a
s
s
a
g
e
,
 

also 
some 

"
e
a
r
n
e
d
"
 

money 
and 

a 
c
h
oi
ce
 

o
f
 

place 
to 

go 
to 

and 
s
e
t
t
l
e
.
 

In 
t
heor

y 
we 

could 
go 

a
n
y
w
h
e
r
e
,
 

e
r
,
 

p
r
o
v
i
d
i
n
g
 

it 
was 

in 
the 

A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
 

r
e
g
i
o
n
 

or 
the 

T
a
s
h
k
e
n
t
 

a
r
e
a
.
 

Both 
p
l
a
c
e
s
 

were 
just 

e
x
o
t
i
c
 

names 
on 

a 
long 

f
o
r
g
o
t
t
e
n
 

m
a
p
.

For 
som£ 

r
e
a
s
o
n
 

we 
chose 

A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
.
 

So 
on 

the 
13th 

of 
S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

1
9
4
1
,
 

watTched 
by 

t
e
a
r
f
u
l
 

and 
more 

than 
e
n
v
i
o
u
s
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

w
o
m
e
n
,
 

we 
c
l
i
m
b
e
d
 

a 
big 

lorry 
and 

got 
a 

lift 
to 

the 
s
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

a
t
 

A
k
m
o
l
i
n
s
k
.
 

At 
last 

f
r
e
e
d
o
m
,
 

so 
often 

seen 
in 

our 
d
r
e
a
m
s
 

r
e
a
l
l
y
 

had 
c
o
m
e
.
 

Being 
a 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
 

miles 
from 

home 
was 

not 
the 

i
d
e
a
ł
 

s
i
t
u
a
t
i
o
n
 

but 
our 

u
n
s
h
a
k
a
b
l
e
 

b
e
l
i
e
f
 

that 
s
o
o
n
,
 

even 
that 

d
r
e
a
m
 

would 
come 

t
ru
e,
 

gave 
us 

all 
the 

c
o
n
f
i
d
e
n
c
e
 

in 
the 

w
o
r
l
d
.

B
e
f
o
r
e
 

l
e
a
v
i
n
g
 

the 
A
k
m
o
l
i
n
s
k
 

camp 
I 

r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

two 
p
a
r
c
e
l
s
 

f
r
o
m
 

home 
and 

two 
l
e
t
t
e
r
s
,
 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

of 
c
o
u
rs
e
 

to 
f
a
c
i
l
i
t
a
t
e

15



c
e
n
s
o
r
i
n
g
.
 

There 
was 

sad 
n
e
w
s
.
 

My 
g
r
a
n
d
m
o
t
h
e
r
 

and 
o
u
r
 

b
e
l
o
v
e
d
 

A
u
n
t
i
e
 

Pola 
died 

soon 
after 

my 
a
r
r
e
s
t
,
 

there 
was 

n
o
 

news 
of 

D
a
n
a
'
s
 

w
h
e
r
e
a
b
o
u
t
s
,
 

nor 
W
i
t
e
k
'
s
.
 

My 
f
a
t
h
e
r
 

a
n
d
 

s
t
e
p
-
m
o
t
h
e
r
 

had 
gone 

to 
her 

f
am
il
y
 

near 
Lwów 

in 
the 

south 
o
f
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
,
 

as 
all 

the 
c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

had 
now 

b
e
c
o
m
e
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

e
x
t
e
n
d
e
d
 

d
o
m
a
i
n
.
 

In 
one 

p
a
r
c
e
l
 

I 
found 

my 
old 

p
a
r
r
o
t
-
c
o
l
o
u
r
e
d
 

b
a
t
h
 

r
o
b
e
,
 

a 
n
i
g
h
t
i
e
,
 

a 
smali 

p
i
l
l
o
w
 

and 
a 

tin 
cup 

(
m
u
g
)
. 

T
h
e
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

in 
P
o
l
a
n
d
 

were 
s
t
a
r
v
i
n
g
 

but 
s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

my 
fami

ly
 

h
a
d
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
s
c
ra
pe
 

a 
bag 

of 
s
u
g
a
r
,
 

some 
bacon 

and 
a 

tin 
o
f
 

b
i
s
c
u
i
t
s
.
 

Every 
bit 

of 
food 

was 
g
e
n
e
r
o
u
s
l
y
 

s
p
r
i
n
k
l
e
d
 

w
i
t
h
 

my 
hot 

and 
salty 

t
e
a
r
s
.
 

Out 
of 

the 
m
u
l
t
i
-
c
o
l
o
u
r
e
d
 

robe 
I 

c
r
e
a
t
e
d
 

a 
t
h
r
e
e
-
ą
u
a
r
t
e
r
 

j
a
c
k
e
t
 

p
a
d
d
e
d
 

with 
s
t
o
l
e
n
 

p
a
d
d
i
n
g
 

from 
the 

f
a
c
t
o
r
y
 

and 
lined 

with 
my 

lovely 
e
m
b
r
o
i
d
e
r
e
d
 

n
i
g
h
t
i
e
,
 

it 
was 

a 
good 

item 
for 

the 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

s
e
c
on
d
 

w
i
n
t
e
r
 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
,
 

and 
my 

old 
f
r
ie
nd
 

the 
s
h
e
e
p
s
k
i
n
 

coat 
was 

c
o
m
i
n
g
 

with 
us 

t
o
o
.

So, 
p
r
i
v
i
d
e
d
 

for 
any 

e
v
e
n
t
u
a
l
i
t
y
 

we 
b
o
a
r
d
e
d
 

a 
train 

i
n
 

the 
g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
our 

d
e
s
t
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

- 
A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
 

but 
t
o
 

get 
a 

c
o
n
n
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

in 
the 

right 
way 

in 
those 

t
r
o
u
b
l
e
d
 

times 
w
a
s
 

not 
that 

e
a
s
y
.
 

There 
was 

a 
great 

e
x
o
d
u
s
 

from 
the 

U
k
r
a
i
n
ę
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
a
d
v
a
n
c
i
n
g
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

a
r
m
y
.
 

P
a
c
k
e
d
 

t
r
a
i
n
s
 

were 
p
a
s
s
-
 

ing 
c
o
n
t
i
n
u
o
u
s
l
y
 

from 
the 

West 
to 

the 
East 

but 
not 

in 
a
 

s
t
r
a
i
g
h
t
 

l
in
e
. 

We 
had 

to 
go 

North 
first 

to 
Omsk 

about 
5
0
0
k
m
 

north 
from 

K
a
r
a
g
a
n
d
a
.
 

Omsk 
lies 

on 
the 

s
h
o
r
e
s
 

of 
the 

e
n
o
r
m
o
u
s
 

S
i
b
e
r
i
a
n
 

River 
I
rt
ys
h
 

- 
guite 

a 
m
a
j
e
s
t
i
c
 

s
i
g
h
t
.

Here 
the 

first 
t
r
o
u
b
l
e
 

came 
- 

no 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

t
r
a
i
n
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
 

to 
the 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 

of 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
s
,
 

no 
m
a
t
t
e
r
 

what 
n
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
i
t
y
.
 

All 
t
r
a
i
n
s
 

were 
for 

the 
army 

o
n
l
y
.
 

H
e
l
p
-
 

lessly 
our 

lit
tl
e 

group 
stood 

with 
h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
o
t
h
e
r
s
.
 

W
e
 

n
o
t
i
c
e
d
 

that 
one 

young 
s
o
l
d
i
e
r
 

was 
w
a
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

us. 
You 

n
e
v
e
r
 

know 
from 

w
he
re
 

help 
may 

c
o
m
e
.
 

The 
young 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
 

came 
to 

us 
a
s
ki
ng
 

the 
us
ua
l 

ą
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
 

"Who 
are 

we, 
where 

a
r
e
 

we 
g
o
i
n
g
,
 

et
c.
" 

He 
was 

only 
18 

and 
was 

going 
h
i
m
s
e
l
f
 

in 
t
h
e
 

o
p
p
o
s
i
t
e
 

d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

to 
join 

his 
r
e
g
i
m
e
n
t
 

at 
the 

f
r
o
n
t
.

S
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

t
r
a
v
e
l
l
e
d
 

w
i
t
h
o
u
t
 

our 
p
r
o
b
l
e
m
s
 

of 
c
o
u
r
s
e
,
 

h
a
v
i
n
g
 

p
r
i
o
r
i
t
y
 

on 
every 

form 
of 

t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y
 

going 
to 

t
h
e
 

f
r
o
n
t
.
 

He 
must 

have 
liked 

my 
long 

(by 
now) 

plaits 
p
e
r
h
a
p
s
,
 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

after 
a 

few 
hours 

of 
t
a
l
k
i
n
g
 

and 
w
a
l
k
i
n
g
 

round 
t
h
e
 

s
ą
u
ar
e 

he 
s
u
d
d
e
n
l
y
 

came 
up 

with 
a 

s
o
l
u
t
i
o
n
.
 

He 
just 

g
r
a
b
b
e
d
 

my 
arm 

and 
d
r
a
g
g
e
d
 

me 
to 

an 
O
f
f
i
c
e
 

at 
the 

other 
side 

of 
t
h
e
 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

an 
Army 

O
f
f
i
c
e
 

to 
be 

p
r
e
c
i
s
e
.
 

He 
told 

the 
s
u
r
p
r
i
s
e
d
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

that 
his 

family 
was 

t
r
a
v
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

to 
A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
 

but 
h
a
d
 

no 
t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
.
 

Co
ul
d 

he 
have 

some 
help 

as 
he 

was 
h
i
m
s
e
l
f
 

going 
in 

the 
o
p
p
o
s
i
t
e
 

way, 
to 

the 
f
r
o
n
t
.
 

He 
got 

the 
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
r
y
 

pass 
and 

ą
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

p
u
s
h
e
d
 

all 
seven 

of 
us 

on 
to 

the 
goods 

t
r
a
i
n
 

which 
had 

just 
a
r
r
i
v
e
d
.
 

It 
was 

o
v
e
r
c
r
o
w
d
e
d
 

a
l
r
e
a
d
y
.
 

P
i
e
t
i
a

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
ask 

me 
our 

p
r
e
s
u
m
e
d
 

a
d
d
r
e
s
s
,
 

w
a
ve
d
 

an 
arm 

in 
s
a
l
u
t
e
 

and 
the 

train 
with 

seven 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

gi
rl
s 

left 
his 

l
i
fe
.
 

W<5 
w
e
r
e
 

very 
g
r
a
t
e
f
u
l
 

for 
his 

u
n
s
e
l
f
i
s
h
 

h
e
l
p
,
 

I 
even 

r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

o
n
e
 

lett
er
 

from 
him 

f
o
r
w
a
r
d
e
d
 

to 
me 

at 
the 

k
ó
l
h
o
z
 

w
he
re
 

we 
f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

found 
o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
.
 

I 
w
o
n
d
e
r
 

what 
his 

c
h
a
n
c
e
s
 

were 
of 

c
o
m
i
n
g
 

o
u
t
 

alive 
from 

this 
war? 

Much 
s
m
a
l
l
e
r
 

than 
mine 

I 
s
h
o
ul
d
 

t
h
i
n
k
.

At 
the 

stops 
at 

v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

the 
main 

p
u
r
s
u
i
t
 

was 
t
o
 

ą
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

dash 
to 

the 
r
e
s
t
a
u
r
a
n
t
 

and 
grab 

any 
food 

a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
.

On 
the 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
,
 

very 
funny 

to 
us 

but 
p
e
r
f
e
c
t
l
y
 

r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
l
e
 

t
o
 

the 
n
a
t
i
v
e
s
,
 

a 
very 

big 
s
l
og
an
 

was 
d
i
s
p
l
a
y
e
d
 

"We 
shall 

g
i
v
e
 

more 
b
o
i
l
i
n
g
 

w
at
er
 

to 
the 

F
a
t
h
e
r
l
a
n
d
"
. 

I
n
d
e
e
d
,
 

there 
were 

h
o
t
 

w
at
er
 

taps 
on 

the 
w
a
ll
s
 

of 
every 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

were 
a
l
w
a
y
s
 

d
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

to 
these 

t
a
p
s
.
 

With 
a 

l
it
tl
e
 

b
o
i
l
i
n
g
 

w
a
te
r
 

and 
s
o
m
e
 

dry 
w
e
ed
s
 

p
r
e
t
e
n
d
i
n
g
 

to 
be 

tea 
l
e
a
v
e
s
,
 

one 
can 

p
r
o
d
u
c
e
 

a 
l
i
f
e
-
 

s
a
v
in
g
 

d
r
i
n
k
.
 

Many 
lives 

were 
saved 

in 
this 

way 
in 

the 
f
r
e
e
z
-
 

ing 
c
l
i
m
a
t
e
 

of 
M
o
t
h
e
r
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
.
 

The 
e
t
e
r
n
a
l
 

jam 
jar 

on 
a 

p
i
e
c
e
 

of 
s
t
r
i
n
g
,
 

a 
p
ie
ce
 

of 
dry 

b
re
ad
 

in 
one's 

p
o
c
k
e
t
 

was 
a 

way 
o
f
 

l
i
f
e
-
c
a
r
e
 

of 
the 

l
i
s
t
e
n
i
n
g
 

g
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

in 
the 

form 
of 

hot 
t
a
p
s
.
 

What 
could 

be 
b
e
t
t
e
r
 

for 
s
u
r
v
i
v
a
l
?
 

S
ti
l
l 

t
h
i
n
k
i
n
g
 

these 
l
o
f
t
y
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
t
s
 

we 
slo

wl
y 

r
o
l
l
ed
 

down 
S
o
u
t
h
.

One 
day 

after 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

two 
w
e
e
k
s
 

of 
t
r
a
v
e
l
 

some 
s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

white 
c
l
o
u
d
s
 

a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
 

high 
up 

in 
the 

sky 
but 

their 
s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

sharp 
s
h
a
p
e
s
 

made 
me 

look 
up 

a
g
a
i
n
.
 

They 
were 

not 
c
l
o
u
d
s
 

b
u
t
 

s
n
o
w
-
c
l
a
d
 

high 
p
e
a
k
s
 

of 
m
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
s
,
 

the 
T
i
e
n
-
S
h
a
n
 

r
a
n
g
ę
.
 

T
h
e
 

train 
was 

c
o
m
i
n
g
 

to 
A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
 

at 
l
as
t
, 

our 
u
n
l
o
a
d
i
n
g
 

p
o
i
n
t
.

Once 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

the 
s
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

the 
ą
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
 

arose 
what 

to 
do 

n
e
x
t
.

The 
town 

i
t
s
e
l
f
,
 

like 
most 

sm
al
i 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

towns 
c
o
n
s
i
s
t
e
d
 

o
f
 

w
o
o
d
e
n
 

h
o
u
s
e
s
,
 

a 
few 

b
i
g
g
e
r
 

ones 
in 

the 
c
e
n
t
r
e
 

of 
the 

t
o
w
n
,
 

p
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
s
,
 

t
r
e
e
-
l
i
n
e
d
 

s
t
r
e
e
t
s
 

with 
trams 

and 
e
v
e
n
 

s
h
e
l
t
e
r
e
d
 

tram 
s
t
o
p
s
.
 

There 
was 

very 
little

 
t
r
a
f
f
i
c
,
 

l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

with 
c
h
i
m
n
e
y
s
 

at 
the 

sides 
and 

the 
fuel 

for 
them 

was 
p
r
o
v
i
d
e
d
 

by 
b
u
r
n
i
n
g
 

smali 
logs 

and 
s
t
e
a
m
.
 

The 
rest 

of 
the 

t
r
a
f
f
i
c
 

w
a
s
 

m
a
i
n
l
y
 

d
o
n
k
e
y
s
 

with 
c
o
l
o
u
r
f
u
l
 

K
a
z
a
k
h
s
 

on 
top 

of 
the 

p
o
o
r
 

b
e
a
s
t
s
,
 

and 
the 

wife 
with 

an 
e
ą
u
a
l
l
y
 

heavy 
load 

t
r
o
t
t
i
n
g
 

b
e
h
i
n
d
.

M
y
s
e
l
f
 

and 
Ja
nk
a 

were 
vo
te
d 

by 
the 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

to 
go 

to 
t
h
e
 

s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
 

and 
ask 

for 
a
s
s
i
s
t
a
n
c
e
.
 

Our 
money 

had 
g
o
n
e
,
 

food 
was 

a
l
m
p
s
t
 

u
n
o
b
t
a
i
n
a
b
l
e
,
 

help 
was 

badly 
n
e
e
d
e
d
.
 

In 
e
v
e
r
y
 

town 
there 

was 
a 

s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
 

to 
help 

newly 
r
e
l
e
a
s
e
d
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
e
r
s
 

(the 
t
u
r
n
o
v
e
r
 

in 
this 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

was 
f
a
n
t
a
s
t
i
c
)
. 

S
o
 

there 
we 

w
e
n
t
,
 

found 
the 

p
r
o
p
e
r
 

o
f
f
i
c
i
a
l
,
 

e
x
p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

o
u
r
 

s
i
t
u
a
t
i
o
n
 

and 
r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

30 
r
o
u
b
l
e
s
 

each 
for 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

e
x
p
e
n
s
e
s
.

He 
also 

a
d
v
i
s
e
d
 

us 
to 

go 
to 

T
a
l
g
a
r
,
 

a 
smal

i 
town 

25kirsinto 
t
h
e
 

hills 
on 

the 
first 

a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
 

lorry 
going 

t
h
e
r
e
.

K
o
l
h
o
z
 

M
ar
ks
 

and 
E
n
g
e
l
s
 

was 
s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
 

to 
a
c
c
e
p
t
 

us 
f
o
r
 

work 
and 

a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
t
i
o
n
 

but 
the 

night 
was 

just 
about 

to 
f
a
l
i
.
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1' u
We 

spent 
this 

in 
the 

t
r
a
m
-
s
h
e
l
t
e
r
 

on 
my 

f
a
i
t
h
f
u
l
 

s
h
e
e
p
s
k
i
n
 

f 
coat 

s
p
r
e
ad
 

on 
the 

g
r
o
u
n
d
.
 

At 
the 

first 
c
l
a
n
k
i
n
g
 

of 
t
h
e
 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

t
r
a
m
,
 

the 
time 

came 
to 

move 
on. 

We 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
c
a
t
c
h
 

a 
lorry 

on 
the 

road 
to 

T
a
l
g
a
r
 

and 
r
e
p
o
r
t
e
d
 

to 
the 

B
r
i
g
a
d
i
e
r
,
 

the 
Head 

of 
the 

K
o
ł
c
h
o
z
.
 

From 
this 

lit
tl
e 

town 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

l
o
r
r
y
 

took 
us 

a 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

5kms 
to 

the 
K
o
ł
c
h
o
z
 

H
e
a
d
ą
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
.

K
O

ŁC
H

O
Z

 
IN 

T
A

L
G

A
R

The 
w
o
o
d
e
n
 

shack 
with 

no 
floor 

and 
one 

long 
p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
 

t
o
 

sleep 
10 

t
o
g
e
t
h
e
r
,
 

one 
iron 

b
o
i
l
e
r
 

with 
a 

c
h
i
m
n
e
y
 

pipę 
a
n
d
 

the 
table 

was 
to 

be 
our 

home 
for 

the 
next 

seven 
m
o
n
t
h
s
,
 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
end 

of 
S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

to 
A
p
r
i
l
 

the 
f
o
l
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

y
e
a
r
.
 

Next 
d
o
o
r
 

in 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

smali 
room 

was 
a 

young 
w
om
an
 

l
iv
in
g
 

with 
her 

5 
year 

old 
c
h
i
l
d
.
 

Her 
f
u
n
c
t
i
o
n
 

was 
to 

cook 
every 

day 
a 

l
i
t
t
l
e
 

"
l
e
p
i
o
s
z
k
a
"
 

(fiat 
sort 

of 
soda 

b
r
e
a
d
)
 

for 
each 

of 
us 

a
n
d
 

once 
a 

day 
some 

c
a
b
b
a
g
e
 

soup 
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

"
s
z
c
z
y
"
.
 

That 
was 

s
e
r
v
e
d
 

to 
other 

w
o
r
k
e
r
s
 

if 
there 

was 
any 

work 
to 

do 
on 

the 
f
a
r
m
.

All 
the 

other 
w
o
r
k
e
r
s
 

lived 
in 

T
a
l
g
a
r
 

in 
their 

own 
h
o
m
e
s
 

and 
only 

came 
to 

this 
pl
ac
e 

for 
w
o
r
k
.
 

At 
this 

time 
of 

t
h
e
 

year 
we 

were 
s
ti
ll
 

h
a
r
v
e
s
t
i
n
g
 

the 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

p
r
o
d
u
c
e
 

of 
t
h
e
 

f
i
e
l
d
s
 

and 
o
r
c
h
a
r
d
s
.
 

A
l
t
h
o
u
g
h
 

the 
a
p
p
l
e
s
 

were 
a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

g
a
t
h
e
r
e
d
 

from 
their 

s
h
e
l
t
e
r
e
d
 

p
l
o
t
s
,
 

there 
were 

s
ti
l
l 

m
e
l
o
n
s
 

of 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

f
l
a
v
o
u
r
s
,
 

wa
te
r 

m
e
l
o
n
s
,
 

v
e
g
e
t
a
b
l
e
s
 

and 
p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

to 
be 

l
i
ft
ed
 

and 
sent 

by 
l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

to 
the 

A-A 
s
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

a
n
d
 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

to 
the 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
.
 

By 
the 

way, 
A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
 

in 
K
a
z
a
k
h
s
 

l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 

me
an
s 

"
F
a
t
h
e
r
 

of 
the 

a
p
p
l
e
s
"
.
 

In 
O
c
t
o
b
e
r
 

it 
w
a
s
 

g
e
t
t
i
n
g
 

guite 
c
o
l
d
,
 

the 
s
t
o
r
a
g
e
,
 

a 
long 

Iow 
b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g
 

was 
f
u
l
i
 

of 
p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
,
 

in 
the 

f
i
e
l
d
s
 

big 
m
o
u
n
d
s
 

of 
them 

were 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

with 
straw 

and 
soil 

ready 
for 

the 
snow 

and 
f
r
o
s
t
.
 

We 
w
e
r
e
 

s
t
il
l
 

not 
ąu
it
e 

ready 
with 

all 
this 

h
a
r
v
e
s
t
i
n
g
 

when 
the 

f
i
r
s
t
 

snow 
c
a
m
e
.
 

A 
little 

brook 
just 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

our 
h
ut, 

our 
m
a
i
n
 

w
at
e
r 

s
u
p
p
l
y
,
 

was 
much 

too 
cold 

for 
w
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

our 
c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

a
n
d
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
, 

and 
hair 

w
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

was 
a 

sheer 
n
i
g
h
t
m
a
r
e
.

A
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

huge 
b
u
i
l
d
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

other 
side 

of 
the 

yard 
w
a
s
 

an 
e
n
o
r
m
o
u
s
 

s
t
a
bl
e
 

for 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

100 
h
o
r
s
e
s
.
 

T
he
ir
 

night 
w
a
t
c
h
-
 

man 
was 

an 
old 

f
r
i
en
d
 

of 
ours 

and 
every 

night 
he 

used 
t
o
 

b
ri
ng
 

us 
big 

a
r
m
f
u
l
s
 

of 
c
o
ar
se
 

and 
p
r
i
c
k
l
y
 

w
e
e
d
s
,
 

u
n
-
e
a
t
e
n
 

b
y
 

the 
h
o
r
s
e
s
.
 

In 
this 

way 
we 

had 
some 

fuel 
for 

h
e
a
t
i
n
g
 

w
a
t
e
r
,
 

much 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 

for 
w
a
s
h
i
n
g
.
 

In 
a
p
p
r
e
c
i
a
t
i
o
n
 

for 
this 

m
a
n
's 

k
i
n
d
-
 

ness 
we 

kept 
gu
ie
t 

about 
his 

n
i
g
h
t
l
y
 

trips 
to 

the 
grain 

s
t
o
r
ę
 

where 
he 

h
e
l
p
e
d
 

h
i
m
s
e
l
f
 

to 
a 

few 
kg's 

of 
w
he
a
t 

for 
h
i
s
 

p
r
i
v
a
t
e
 

e
n
t
e
r
p
r
i
s
e
.

The 
month 

of 
N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r
 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

few 
c
h
a
n
g
e
s
 

to 
our 

r
o
u
t
i
n
e
,
 

snow 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

S
t
i
l
l
,
 

M
i
k
a
,
 

one 
of 

our 
group 

u
s
e
d

to 
load 

a 
r
u
c
k
s
a
c
k
 

fuli 
of 

p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

and 
a
n
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

else 
whiclf 

w
a
s
 

e
d
i
b
l
e
 

and 
walk 

5kms 
to 

T
a
l
g
a
r
,
 

w
he
re
 

her 
f
r
i
en
d 

H
a
n
k
a
 

J
a
n
u
s
z
a
j
t
i
s
 

with 
her 

s
i
s
t
e
r
-
i
n
-
l
a
w
 

and 
her 

two 
little 

g
i
r
l
s
 

l
i
v
e
d
,
 

and 
r
e
l
i
e
d
 

on 
M
i
k
a
'
s
 

help 
for 

f
o
o
d
.

THE 
B

R
IG

A
D

IE
R

'S 
T

A
L

E

S
h
o
r
t
l
y
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

a 
new 

B
r
i
g
a
d
i
e
r
 

took 
over 

t
h
e
 

c
h
ar
ge
 

of 
our 

k
o
ł
c
h
o
z
.
 

He 
was 

a 
r
e
t
i
r
e
d
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

M
e
r
c
h
a
n
t
 

N
a
v
y
 

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

from 
O
d
e
s
s
a
,
 

a 
Party 

m
e
m
b
e
r
 

s
e
e
k
i
n
g
 

r
e
f
u
g
e
 

and 
a 

j
o
b
 

in 
g
u
i
e
t
e
r
 

p
ar
ts
 

than 
his 

home 
in 

the 
U
k
r
a
i
n
ę
,
 

o
c
c
u
p
i
e
d
 

b
y
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
.
 

With 
his 

w
i
f
e
,
 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
 

and 
g
r
a
n
d
-
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

they 
a
l
l
 

found 
t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

in 
T
a
l
g
a
r
 

and 
he, 

as 
a 

Party 
m
e
m
b
e
r
,
 

held 
a
 

p
o
s
i
t
i
o
n
 

of 
some 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
c
e
 

- 
a 

B
r
i
g
a
d
i
e
r
.
 

A
pa
rt
 

from 
t
h
e
 

n
a
t
i
v
e
 

K
a
z
a
k
h
 

p
o
p
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 

there 
were 

n
u
m
e
r
o
u
s
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

d
e
l
i
b
e
r
a
t
e
l
y
 

r
e
s
e
t
t
l
e
d
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
w
a
r
,
 

to 
mix 

with 
b
a
c
k
w
a
r
d
 

t
r
i
b
e
s
 

and 
to 

e
n
c
o
u
r
a
g
e
 

a 
more 

a
d
v
a
n
c
e
d
 

way 
of 

l
if
e
. 

T
h
e
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

never 
liked 

this 
a
r
t
i
f
i
c
i
a
l
 

s
i
t
u
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

the 
Kazakhs 

e
v
e
n
 

les
s,
 

but 
both 

sides 
were 

a
f
r
a
i
d
 

of 
v
o
i
c
i
n
g
 

their 
o
p
i
n
i
o
n
s
 

whi
ch
 

was 
never 

safe 
in 

R
u
s
s
i
a
 

- 
you 

never 
knew 

when 
or 

w
h
e
r
e
 

it 
might

 
be 

r
e
p
e
a
t
e
d
 

to 
your 

p
e
r
i
l
.
 

The 
new 

B
r
i
g
a
d
i
e
r
 

liked 
t
o
 

talk 
to 

us 
f
e
e
l
i
n
g
 

safe 
as 

none 
of 

us 
was 

likely 
to 

r
e
p
e
a
t
 

a
n
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

to 
a
n
y
b
o
d
y
.

In 
his 

y
o
u
n
g
e
r
 

days 
as 

a 
s
a
il
or
 

he 
t
r
a
v
e
l
l
e
d
 

the 
wo
rl
d 

s
o
 

was 
c
o
n
s
i
d
e
r
a
b
l
y
 

more 
k
n
o
w
l
e
d
g
a
b
l
e
 

than 
most 

of 
his 

c
o
m
p
a
t
r
i
o
t
s
.
 

In 
the 

first 
W
or
l
d 

War 
he 

was 
f
i
g
h
t
i
n
g
 

the 
A
u
s
t
r
i
a
n
 

t
r
o
o
p
s
 

o
n
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

t
e
r
r
i
t
o
r
y
 

and 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

a 
bit 

of 
P
o
l
i
s
h
.
 

He 
liked 

t
o
 

r
e
c
a
l
l
 

his 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
s
 

from 
those 

early 
days 

but 
m
o
s
t
 

of 
all 

he 
t
a
l
k
e
d
 

a 
lot 

about 
his 

last 
post 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
b
e
g
i
n
n
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

s
e
c
on
d
 

war 
when 

a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

r
e
t
i
r
e
d
 

in 
a 

c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
 

r
o
l
e
,
 

h
e
 

got 
a 

job 
as 

an 
a
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
o
r
 

of 
the 

newly 
o
c
c
u
p
i
e
d
 

l
i
t
t
l
e
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

town 
of 

Z
l
o
c
z
o
w
.
 

This 
e
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

"
h
o
l
e
"
 

was 
never 

in 
o
u
r
 

o
p
i
n
i
o
n
 

a
n
y
b
o
d
y
'
s
 

dream 
p
l
a
c
e
.
 

S
m
a
l
i
,
 

b
a
c
k
w
a
r
d
,
 

f
o
r
g
o
t
t
e
n
 

b
u
t
 

not 
for 

h
im
. 

He 
often 

r
e
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

the 
happy 

days 
in 

a 
town 

w
h
e
r
e
 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

had 
a 

r
a
d
i
o
,
 

many 
h
o
u
s
e
s
 

had 
flush 

t
o
i
l
e
t
s
,
 

m
o
t
o
r
 

taxis 
were 

on 
t
e
l
e
p
h
o
n
e
 

cali 
and 

many 
s
i
m
i
l
a
r
 

signs 
of 

"
K
u
l
t
u
r
a
"
.
 

His 
only 

r
e
m
a
i
n
i
n
g
 

wish 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

his 
death 

was 
to 

go 
back 

o
n
c
e
 

again 
to 

Z
l
o
c
z
o
w
.

I 
met 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

d
r
e
a
m
e
r
,
 

a 
boy 

of 
16, 

a 
s
t
a
bl
e
 

hand 
a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

m
a
r
k
e
d
 

for 
the 

army 
in 

the 
near 

f
u
t
u
r
ę
,
 

wh
os
e 

dream 
was 

to 
g
o
 

to 
S
i
c
i
l
y
 

of 
which 

he 
had 

read 
in 

his 
s
c
h
o
o
l
 

g
e
o
g
r
a
p
h
y
 

b
o
o
k
.

I 
w
o
n
d
e
r
 

if 
young 

W
o
l
o
d
i
a
 

s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
 

the 
war 

and 
if 

his 
dream 

w
a
s
 

a
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

to 
come 

t
r
u
e
.
 

A
f
te
r
 

all 
we 

do 
not 

see 
many 

t
o
u
r
i
s
t
s
 

from 
R
u
s
s
i
a
 

in 
the 

West 
...
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s
a
l
v
a
g
e
 

the 
still 

u
n
c
o
l
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

crops 
from 

the 
s
n
o
w
-
c
l
a
d
 

f
i
e
l
d
s
.
 

By 
c
h
an
ce
 

we 
had 

found 
a 

litt
le
 

patch 
of 

f
r
o
ze
n
 

sweet 
c
a
r
r
o
t
s
 

and 
some 

g
a
r
l
i
c
 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

our 
hut 

and 
were 

s
t
u
f
f
i
n
g
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

with 
t
h
e
m
.
 

I 
near

ly
 

paid 
with 

my 
life 

for 
this 

feast 
as 

m
y
 

s
t
o
m
a
c
h
e
 

did 
not 

care 
much 

for 
the 

f
rozen 

food 
and 

I 
f
a
i
n
t
e
d
 

when 
v
o
m
i
t
i
n
g
,
 

some 
of 

it 
went 

the 
wrong 

w
ay
,
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

c
h
o
k
i
n
g
 

me 
to 

d
e
a
t
h
.
 

P
n
e
u
m
o
n
i
a
 

d
e
v
e
l
o
p
e
d
 

ą
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

and 
after 

10 
d
a
y
s
 

lying 
in 

a 
c
o
rn
er
 

of 
the 

hut 
on 

the 
s
h
e
e
p
s
k
i
n
,
 

I 
s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
.

C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

was 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

f
a
s
t
.
 

There 
was 

o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
 

w
o
r
k
 

of 
l
o
a
d
i
n
g
 

l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

with 
s
t
or
ed
 

p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

in 
our 

care 
and 

i
t
 

e
a
r
n
e
d
 

each 
of 

us 
a 

sm
al
i 

sum 
of 

m
o
n
e
y
.
 

I 
badly 

n
e
e
d
e
d
 

a 
n
e
w
 

pair 
of 

b
oo
t
s 

as 
my 

old 
ones 

were 
a
l
m
os
t
 

n
o
n
-
e
x
i
s
t
e
n
t
 

a
n
d
 

snow 
and 

frost 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

the 
wh
ol
e 

w
o
r
l
d
.
 

Af
te
r 

a 
ąuick 

v
i
s
i
t
 

to 
the 

local 
m
a
r
k
e
t
 

I 
m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
find 

a 
pair 

of 
high 

b
o
o
t
s
.

The 
b
ó
t
t
o
m
 

part 
was 

made 
of 

old 
t
y
r
e
s
,
 

the 
upper 

sewn 
to 

i
t
 

made 
of 

stiff 
t
a
r
p
a
u
l
i
n
.
 

It 
was 

all 
this 

m
a
r
k
e
t
 

could 
o
f
f
e
r
.
 

The 
shops 

in 
T
a
l
g
a
r
 

had 
n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

but 
vodka 

and 
i
c
e
-
c
r
e
a
m
 

- 
w
e
 

did 
not 

want 
or 

need 
e
i
t
h
e
r
 

of 
t
h
e
s
e
.

In 
T
a
l
g
a
r
 

there 
were 

some 
more 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

l
i
v
i
n
g
 

b
e
s
i
d
e
 

Hanka 
J
a
n
u
s
z
a
j
t
i
s
 

and 
her 

f
a
m
i
l
y
.
 

Her 
house 

was 
a
 

c
e
n
tr
e 

po
in
t 

for 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

g
a
t
h
e
r
i
n
g
s
 

and 
m
e
e
t
i
n
g
s
 

so 
this 

t
i
m
e
 

she 
e
x
t
e
n
d
e
d
 

her 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
i
t
y
,
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
s
i
n
g
 

a 
C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

E
v
e
 

p
a
r
t
y
.
 

We 
a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

as 
u
s
u
a
l
 

with 
p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

p
i
n
c
h
e
d
 

from 
t
h
e
 

s
t
o
r
ę
,
 

g
a
r
l
i
c
 

to 
r
e
m
i
n
d
 

us 
of 

s
a
l
a
m
i
 

and 
our 

daily 
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

o
f
 

l
e
p
i
o
s
z
k
a
.
 

For 
this 

s
p
e
c
i
a
l
 

o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
 

e
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
 

dug 
out 

s
o
m
e
 

well 
h
i
d
d
e
n
 

items 
of 

c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

W
ła
da
 

just 
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

her 
b
l
a
c
k
 

coat 
i
n
s
i
d
e
-
o
u
t
 

r
e
v
e
a
l
i
n
g
 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

p
e
r
s
i
a
n
 

lamb 
fur 

on 
i
t
s
 

right 
s
i
d
e
,
 

w
hi
ch
 

when 
worn 

with 
her 

high 
white 

b
o
o
t
s
,
 

a
m
a
z
e
d
 

not 
only 

the 
n
a
t
i
v
e
s
 

but 
us 

as 
w
e
l
l
.
 

In 
her 

p
r
e
-
w
a
r
 

d
a
y
s
 

she 
was 

a 
very 

w
e
a
l
t
h
y
 

lady, 
she 

c
e
r
t
a
i
n
l
y
 

look
ed
 

the 
p
a
r
t
 

t
o
n
i
g
h
t
.
 

Mika 
found 

some 
f
o
r
g
o
t
t
e
n
 

p
i
e
c
e
s
 

of 
l
i
p
s
t
i
c
k
 

and 
a
 

big 
f
l
o
w
e
r
y
 

shawl 
and 

with 
her 

jet 
black 

h
a
i
r
,
 

l
o
ok
ed
 

like 
a
 

p
r
i
n
c
e
s
s
.
 

I 
a
b
a
n
d
o
n
e
d
 

my 
m
u
l
t
i
-
c
o
l
o
u
r
e
d
 

j
a
c
k
e
t
 

and 
put 

on 
a
 

f
r
e
s
h
l
y
 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
e
d
 

gift 
from 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

War 
A
i
d
,
 

a 
p
la
i
n 

b
l
a
c
k
 

a
n
or
ak
 

and 
looked 

more 
human 

for 
t
h
a
t
.
 

A
d
m
i
r
e
d
 

by 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

we 
set 

out 
the 

5
k
m
s
.
 

to 
H
a
n
k
a
'
s
 

a
r
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

at 
d
u
s
k
.
 

The 
l
i
t
t
l
e
 

girls 
d
e
c
o
r
a
t
e
d
 

their 
bare 

room 
with 

p
ap
er
 

c
h
a
i
n
s
,
 

s
p
r
u
c
e
 

twigs 
and 

set 
up 

a 
table 

with 
g
o
o
d
i
e
s
 

l
o
v
i
n
g
l
y
 

p
r
e
p
a
r
e
d
 

b
y
 

their 
m
o
t
h
e
r
 

and 
a
u
n
t
.
 

Soon 
the 

room 
f
i
l
l
ed
 

up 
and 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

was 
w
i
s
h
i
n
g
 

a 
h
a
p
p
i
e
r
 

C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

next 
y
e
a
r
.
 

We 
were 

happy 
o
f
 

c
o
u
rs
e 

that 
the 

era 
of 

the 
p
r
i
s
o
n
 

and 
l
abour 

camp 
was 

o
v
e
r
 

but 
we 

were 
still 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 

of 
mi
le
s 

away 
from 

our 
h
o
m
e
s
,
 

i
n
 

fln 
i
n
h
u
m
a
n
 

l
a
n
d
.

T
e
a
r
f
u
l
l
y
 

s
i
n
g
i
n
g
 

c
a
r
o
l
s
,
 

f
i
n
i
s
h
i
n
g
 

with 
our 

n
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

hymn 
whi

ch
 

b
e
g
i
n
s
 

with 
the 

s
i
g
n
i
f
i
c
a
n
t
 

w
o
r
d
s
 

"
P
o
l
a
n
d
 

is 
n
o
t
 

yet 
c
o
n
ą
u
e
r
e
d
,
 

w
h
i
l
s
t
 

we 
are 

still 
a
l
i
v
e
"
 

to 
the 

tune 
o
f
 

M
a
z
u
r
k
a
 

c
a
ll
ed
 

"
D
ą
b
r
o
w
s
k
i
 

M
a
r
c
h
"
.
 

It 
was 

too 
late 

to 
a
t
t
e
m
p
t
 

a 
long 

walk 
back 

home 
at 

night 
and 

s
e
c
r
e
t
l
y
,
 

we 
were 

a
f
r
a
i
d
 

of 
the 

w
o
l
v
e
s
,
 

so 
tightly 

p
a
c
k
e
d
 

we 
slept 

the 
night 

on 
the 

f
l
o
o
r
.

The 
year 

1941 
ended 

on 
f
o
r
e
i
g
n
 

s
o
i
l
.

New 
Year 

1942 
b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

some 
fresh 

hope 
in 

the 
p
e
r
s
o
n
 

of 
a
n
 

army 
o
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

with 
"
P
o
l
a
n
d
"
 

on 
the 

s
l
e
e
v
e
s
 

of 
his 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

u
n
i
f
o
r
m
.
 

We 
could 

h
a
r
d
l
y
 

b
e
l
i
e
v
e
 

such 
a 

b
ea
s
t 

e
x
i
s
t
e
d
.
 

A
 

m
e
e
t
i
n
g
 

of 
all 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

in 
the 

area 
was 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

in 
T
a
l
g
a
r
 

and 
it 

was 
e
x
p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

to 
all 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
 

that 
a 

new 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

Army 
w
a
s
 

be
in
g 

r
e
-
a
s
s
e
m
b
l
e
d
 

c
o
m
i
ng
 

from 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

p
r
i
s
o
n
s
,
 

c
a
m
p
s
,
 

f
r
e
e
-
(
?
)
 

r
e
s
e
t
t
l
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

and 
such 

like 
r
e
m
ot
e
 

p
l
a
c
e
s
.
 

We 
a
l
l
 

gave 
him 

our 
names 

and 
were 

duły 
e
n
t
e
r
e
d
 

on 
to 

the 
list 

o
f
 

p
r
o
s
p
e
c
t
i
v
e
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
,
 

with 
the 

p
r
o
m
i
s
e
 

that 
we 

wo
ul
d 

be 
s
e
n
t
 

for 
in 

the 
very 

near 
f
u
t
u
r
ę
.
 

Our 
l
it
tl
e 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
t
y
 

was 
o
v
e
r
-
 

j
o
y
e
d
.
 

This 
O
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

left 
a 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

n
e
w
s
p
a
p
e
r
 

b
e
h
i
n
d
 

in 
w
h
i
c
h
 

page 
after 

page 
c
o
n
t
a
i
n
e
d
 

e
n
t
r
i
e
s
 

of 
p
e
o
p
l
e
s
' 

a
d
v
e
r
t
s
 

s
e
e
k
i
n
g
 

for 
news 

and 
a
d
d
r
e
s
s
e
s
 

of 
their 

n
e
a
r
e
s
t
 

and 
d
e
a
r
e
s
t
 

lost 
i
n
 

this 
huge 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
.

I 
also 

sent 
my 

entry 
a
s
k
i
n
g
 

for 
any 

i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

r
e
g
a
r
d
i
n
g
 

my 
s
i
st
er
 

Dana 
and 

c
o
us
in
 

W
i
t
e
k
.
 

Soon 
in 

r
e
t
u
r
n
 

a 
p
o
s
t
c
a
r
d
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
,
 

not 
from 

any 
of 

them 
but 

from 
my 

Uncle 
A
l
e
x
a
n
d
e
r
,
 

a
 

f
o
r
m
e
r
 

P
o
l
i
c
e
 

I
n
s
p
e
c
t
o
r
 

(I 
had 

no 
idea 

that 
he 

too 
was 

i
n
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
)
, 

a
d
v
i
s
i
n
g
 

me 
to 

go 
to 

Guzar 
in 

the 
r
e
p
u
b
l
i
c
 

o
f
 

U
z
b
e
k
i
s
t
a
n
 

where 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

U
n
c
l
e
,
 

J
o
s
e
f
,
 

a 
f
ormer 

Army 
O
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

w
o
ul
d 

be 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
me 

and 
w
ou
ld
 

take 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

care 
of 

m
e
.

So 
the 

B
r
i
g
a
d
i
e
r
 

i
s
s
ue
d
 

an 
order 

to 
bake 

a 
s
a
c
k
f
u
l
 

of 
b
r
e
a
d
 

and 
m
y
s
e
l
f
 

and 
two 

of 
my 

c
l
o
s
e
s
t
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

Mika 
and 

J
a
n
k
a
,
 

s
e
t
 

off 
to 

A
l
m
a
-
A
t
a
 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

a
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

the 
n
e
a
r
e
s
t
 

train 
to 

U
z
b
e
k
i


s
t
a
n
.
The 

first 
night 

of 
this 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

a
d
v
e
n
t
u
r
e
 

we 
spent 

s
l
e
e
p


ing 
on 

the 
floor 

along 
with 

many 
h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
other 

p
e
o
p
l
e
,
 

also 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
their 

t
r
a
i
n
s
.
 

There 
was 

a 
c
u
r
i
o
u
s
 

m
i
x
t
u
r
e
 

o
f
 

human 
s
p
e
c
i
e
s
.
 

Mixed 
with 

local 
n
a
t
i
v
e
s
 

the 
K
a
z
a
k
h
s
,
 

w
e
r
e
 

many 
U
z
b
e
k
s
,
 

K
i
r
g
i
z
m
e
n
,
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
,
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

and 
even 

C
h
i
n
e
s
e
,
 

a
s
 

it 
was 

not 
more 

than 
l
O
O
k
m
s
.
 

from 
the 

C
h
i
n
e
s
e
 

b
o
r
d
e
r
 

in 
t
h
e
 

T
i
e
n
-
S
h
a
n
 

m
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
s
.
 

M
o
s
t
l
y
 

t
h
o
ug
h
 

they 
were 

of 
M
o
n
g
o
ł
 

o
r
i
g
i
n
,
 

with 
their 

c
h
a
r
a
c
t
e
r
i
s
t
i
c
a
l
l
y
 

s
l
a
n
t
e
d
 

e
y
e
s
,
 

s
m
al
i
 

s
t
a
t
u
r
e
 

a
n
d
 

very 
c
o
l
o
u
r
f
u
l
 

c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

From 
h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
mi
le
s 

a
r
o
u
n
d
,
 

f
r
o
m
 

all 
kinds 

of 
s
e
t
t
l
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

came 
with 

high 
ho
pe
s 

o
f
 

b
eing 

freed 
from 

their 
two 

ye
ar
s 

of 
t
o
i
l
,
 

s
t
a
r
v
a
t
i
o
n
 

and 
d
e
a
t
h
 

in 
this 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

of 
e
x
i
l
e
.
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M
IG

R
A

T
IO

N
 

OF 
N

A
T

IO
N

S 
. . . 

y
 I ^

.
.which 

means 
"
W
ę
d
r
ó
w
k
a
 

N
a
r
o
d
o
w
"
 

was 
in 

fuli 
s
w
i
n
g
.
 

A
n
 

early 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

train 
took 

us 
as 

far 
as 

T
a
s
h
k
e
n
t
 

late 
in 

t
h
e
 

same 
day. 

There 
it 

s
t
o
p
p
e
d
 

and 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

had 
to 

l
e
a
v
e
.
 

T
h
e
 

r
e
a
s
o
n
 

for 
"all 

out" 
was 

i
n
c
r
e
a
s
i
n
g
l
y
 

c
o
mm
on
 

in 
those 

d
a
y
s
.
 

N
o
-
o
n
e
 

could 
t
r
a
v
e
l
 

u
n
l
e
s
s
 

the 
pass 

of 
"
s
a
n
o
b
r
a
b
o
t
k
a
"
 

w
a
s
 

p
r
o
d
u
c
e
d
.
 

That 
m
ea
nt
 

going 
to 

the 
c
o
m
m
u
n
a
l
 

b
a
t
h
-
h
o
u
s
e
,
 

ą
u
e
u
e
i
n
g
 

for 
h
ou
rs
 

with 
l
i
t
e
r
a
l
l
y
 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 

of 
o
t
h
e
r
s
,
 

h
a
v
i
n
g
 

a 
s
h
o
we
r
 

and 
d
e
l
o
u
s
i
n
g
 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
,
 

after 
wh
ic
h 

your 
r
u
i
n
e
d
 

c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

were 
r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

and 
you 

were 
given 

an 
a
p
p
r
o
p
r
i
a
t
e
 

c
e
r
t
i
f
i
c
a
t
e
.

We 
did 

not 
want 

any 
of 

this 
and 

so 
made 

our 
way 

to 
t
h
e
 

t
i
c
k
e
t
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
.
w
h
e
r
e
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

crowd 
w
a
i
t
e
d
 

but 
near 

t
h
e
 

w
i
n
d
o
w
s
 

we 
s
p
o
t
t
e
d
 

two 
P
o
li
sh
 

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
s
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

w
i
t
h
i
n
 

t
h
e
 

reach 
of 

the 
t
i
c
k
e
t
 

s
e
l
l
e
r
.
 

I 
made 

a 
b
e
e
-
l
i
n
e
 

for 
them 

a
n
d
 

asked 
them 

to 
buy 

three 
more 

t
i
c
k
e
t
s
 

for 
us 

and 
they 

r
e
a
d
i
l
y
 

p
r
o
m
i
s
e
d
.
 

They 
t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

had 
r
a
t
h
e
r
 

a 
hazy 

r
e
c
o
l
l
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

o
f
 

what 
was 

going 
on, 

a 
r
e
s
u
l
t
 

of 
some 

s
a
m
p
l
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

l
o
c
a
l
 

w
i
n
e
.
 

U
n
f
o
r
t
u
n
a
t
e
l
y
 

the 
t
i
c
k
e
t
-
o
f
f
i
c
e
 

c
l
o
s
e
d
 

in 
their 

f
a
c
e
s
,
 

h
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

due 
to 

our 
new 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
1 

e
x
c
e
p
t
i
o
n
a
l
l
y
 

h
i
g
h
 

c
o
n
f
i
d
e
n
c
e
,
 

ours 
too 

was 
r
e
s
t
o
r
e
d
.
 

Back 
at 

the 
p
l
a
t
f
o
r
m
 

gates 
the 

sound 
of 

the 
train 

c
o
m
i
n
g
 

was 
h
e
a
r
d
,
 

only 
o
n
e
 

o
b
s
t
a
c
l
e
 

r
e
m
a
i
n
e
d
,
 

the 
woman 

guard 
at 

the 
g
a
t
e
s
.
 

The 
c
r
o
w
d
 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

p
u
s
h
i
n
g
,
 

Stach 
and 

Jurek 
also 

p
u
s
h
e
d
 

us 
in 

front 
a
l
o
n
g
 

with 
M
i
k
a
'
s
 

heavy 
r
u
c
k
s
a
c
k
.
 

The 
w
o
ma
n
 

at 
the 

b
a
r
r
i
e
r
 

f
e
l
l
 

down 
and 

in 
half 

a 
s
e
c
o
n
d
 

we 
s
p
r
i
n
t
e
d
 

into 
the 

t
r
a
i
n
.
 

O
n
c
e
 

i
n
si
de
 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

took 
off 

the 
e
a
s
i
l
y
 

r
e
c
o
g
n
i
s
a
b
l
e
 

c
o
a
t
s
, 

mine 
was 

p
a
r
r
o
t
-
l
i
k
e
,
 

a 
sure 

g
i
v
e
-
a
w
a
y
.
 

With 
i
n
n
o
c
e
n
t
 

f
a
c
e
s
 

we 
l
o
ok
ed
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
w
i
n
d
o
w
s
 

at 
the 

c
o
m
m
o
t
i
o
n
 

and 
at 

t
h
e
 

poor 
girl 

s
h
o
u
t
i
n
g
 

in 
r
a
g
e
.
 

She 
lost 

face 
and 

her 
p
r
e
s
t
i
g
e
 

and 
the 

train 
moved 

on. 
The 

c
o
n
d
u
c
t
o
r
 

p
r
e
t
e
n
d
e
d
 

to 
s
e
e
 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

as 
he 

s
h
ov
ed
 

a 
new 

b
o
t
t
l
e
 

of 
s
p
i
r
i
t
 

into 
his 

p
o
c
k
e
t
 

- 
Stach 

and 
Jurek 

c
e
r
t
a
i
n
l
y
 

knew 
how 

to 
p
a
c
i
f
y
 

the 
enemy 

a
n
d
 

gain 
a 

f
r
ie
nd
 

i
n
s
t
e
a
d
.
 

There 
were 

two 
more 

stops 
l
i
k
e
 

T
a
s
h
k
e
n
t
 

on 
the 

way 
and 

f
i
n
a
l
l
y
,
 

after 
three 

d
a
y
s
,
 

we 
a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

at 
G
u
z
a
r
.

I 
made 

e
n
g
u
i
r
i
e
s
 

as 
to 

the 
w
h
e
r
e
a
b
o
u
t
s
 

of 
my 

U
n
c
l
e
 

J
os
ef
 

only 
to 

learn 
that 

he, 
along 

with 
the 

w
h
o
l
e
 

lot 
o
f
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
 

b
a
t
t
a
l
l
i
o
n
s
 

had 
gone 

to 
P
e
r
s
i
a
 

in 
M
a
r
c
h
,
 

a 
m
o
n
t
h
 

e
a
r
l
i
e
r
.

Stach 
and 

Jurek 
had 

a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

r
e
j
o
i
n
e
d
 

their 
r
e
g
i
m
e
n
t
s
 

but 
h
e
l
p
e
d
 

us 
with 

food 
from 

their 
O
f
f
i
c
e
r
s
1 
Mess 

k
i
t
c
h
e
n
.

Mika 
c
o
ok
ed
 

one 
meal 

in 
the 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

from 
the 

s
c
r
a
p
s
 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t

**** 
t

by 
the 

boys 
plus 

some 
non 

p
o
i
s
o
n
o
u
s
 

w
ee
ds
 

from 
the 

f
i
e
l
d
s
a
n
d
 

the 
rest 

of 
our 

m
o
u
l
d
y
 

c
r
u
m
b
s
 

from 
our 

T
a
l
g
a
r
 

b
r
e
a
d
.
 

Thus 
w
e
 

s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
.
 

My 
Uncle 

Oles 
was 

not 
there 

e
i
t
h
e
r
,
 

b
ei
ng
 

ill 
w
i
t
h
 

T
y
p
h
o
i
d
 

in 
K
u
j
b
y
s
h
e
w
,
 

h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
mi
le
s 

a
w
a
y
,
 

so 
in 

the 
e
n
d
 

the 
three 

of 
us 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
find 

the 
right 

o
f
f
i
c
e
 

and 
g
o
t
 

a
c
c
e
p
t
e
d
 

into 
the 

A
r
m
y
.

Our 
i
m
m
e
d
i
a
t
e
 

p
r
o
b
l
e
m
s
 

e
n
d
e
d
,
 

we 
had 

f
o
o
d
,
 

tents 
t
o
 

sleep 
in 

and 
u
n
i
f
o
r
m
s
 

in 
wh
ic
h 

to 
dress

 
- 

t
h
i
n
g
s
 

were 
l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

up. 
And 

so 
on 

May 
3rd, 

s
t
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

in 
our 

neat
ly
 

f
o
rm
ed
 

rows 
i
n
 

the 
b
a
k
i
n
g
 

sun 
on 

the 
side 

of 
the 

h
i
l
l
,
 

the 
newly 

f
o
r
m
e
d
 

PWSK 
(ATS) 

took 
a 

s
o
l
e
m
n
 

oath 
to 

serve 
day 

and 
night 

for 
t
h
e
 

f
r
e
e
d
o
m
 

of 
our 

b
e
l
o
v
e
d
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
.

Fuli 
of 

hope 
we 

did 
our 

i
n
t
r
o
d
u
c
t
o
r
y
 

c
o
u
rs
e
 

in 
the 

a
r
m
y
 

way 
of 

life, 
then 

there 
were 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

c
o
u
r
s
e
s
 

to 
train 

i
n
d
i
v
-
 

i
d
ua
ls
 

in 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

s
e
c
t
i
o
n
s
 

of 
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
r
y
 

s
k
i
l
l
s
,
 

n
u
r
s
i
n
g
,
 

a
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

etc. 
Af
te
r 

a 
few 

w
e
e
k
s
 

my 
o
r
d
e
r
s
 

came 
to 

join 
the 

6th 
B
a
t
t
a
l
i
o
n
 

of 
Light 

A
r
t
i
l
l
e
r
y
 

in 
J
a
k
k
o
b
a
g
 

as 
a 

L
i
b
r
a
r
i
a
n
 

cum 
C
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

in 
the 

u
n
i
t
.
 

There 
I 

m
e
t
 

a 
few 

more 
girls 

in 
the 

same 
kind 

of 
s
e
r
v
i
c
e
,
 

but 
in 

r
e
a
l
i
t
y
 

all 
of 

us 
were 

hard 
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

into 
n
u
r
s
i
n
g
 

d
u
t
i
e
s
 

as 
most 

of 
t
h
e
 

men 
were 

s
e
r
i
o
u
s
l
y
 

ill 
with 

M
a
l
a
r
i
a
,
 

D
y
s
e
n
t
e
r
y
 

and 
many 

m
o
r
e
 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

t
r
o
p
i
c
a
l
 

c
o
m
p
l
a
i
n
t
s
.
 

Many 
were 

d
y
i
n
g
,
 

help 
w
a
s
 

d
e
s
p
e
r
a
t
e
l
y
 

n
e
e
d
e
d
,
 

drugs 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

n
o
n
-
e
x
i
s
t
e
n
t
.
 

I 
as 

a 
p
r
o
s
-
 

p
e
c
t
i
v
e
 

c
h
e
m
i
s
t
-
p
h
a
r
m
a
c
i
s
t
,
 

found 
m
y
s
e
l
f
 

at 
the 

back 
of 

t
h
e
 

b
a
t
t
a
l
i
o
n
 

s
u
r
g
e
r
y
,
 

a 
m
e
d
i
c
a
l
 

s
t
u
d
e
n
t
 

was 
d
e
a
l
i
n
g
 

with 
p
a
t
i
e
n
t
s
.
 

My 
job 

was 
to 

mix 
three 

k
in
ds
 

of 
a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
 

p
o
w
d
e
r
s
,
 

only 
t
h
e
 

p
r
o
p
o
r
t
i
o
n
 

was 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

for 
each 

p
a
t
i
e
n
t
,
 

the 
rest 

was 
left 

t
o
 

the 
Lord 

a
b
o
v
e
.

J
A

K
K

O
B

A
G

 
H

A
N

K
A

'S 
S

T
O

R
Y

Here 
I 

met 
a 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

girl 
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

Hanka 
only 

17, 
w
i
t
h
 

whom 
my 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
h
i
p
 

has 
s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
 

till 
this 

day 
40 

ye
ar
s 

l
a
t
e
r
.

In 
1982 

I 
went 

to 
C
a
n
a
d
a
 

to 
visit 

her 
and 

her 
h
u
s
b
a
n
d
,
 

A
n
d
r
e
w
.
 

They 
live 

in 
O
t
t
a
w
a
 

and 
their 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
 

and 
g
r
a
n
d
-
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

n
e
a
r
 

T
o
r
o
n
t
o
.
 

Poor 
Hanka 

had 
a 

very 
hard 

time 
in 

R
u
s
s
i
a
.
 

H
e
r
 

p
a
r
e
n
t
s
 

with 
three 

gir
ls
 

and 
a 

g
r
a
nn
y
 

tried 
to 

e
s
c
a
p
e
 

t
h
e
 

a
d
v
a
n
c
i
n
g
 

G
e
r
m
a
n
 

army 
from 

the 
w
e
s
t
e
r
n
 

town 
of 

T
c
z
e
w
,
 

w
h
e
r
e
 

her 
f
a
th
er
 

was 
a 

s
c
h
o
o
l
 

H
e
a
d
m
a
s
t
e
r
,
 

to 
the 

e
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

town 
o
f
 

Lwów 
to 

some 
r
e
l
a
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

Soon 
all 

the 
family 

was 
c
a
p
t
u
r
e
d
 

b
y
 

the 
"
L
i
b
e
r
a
t
o
r
s
"
 

- 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

- 
wh
os
e 

army 
had 

just 
h
e
l
p
e
d
 

H
e
r
r
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
 

in 
the 

d
e
s
t
r
u
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
P
o
l
a
n
d
,
 

t
a
k
i
n
g
 

half 
the 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

for 
t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
.
 

All 
v
i
s
i
t
o
r
s
 

l
e
g
a
l
l
y
 

d
o
m
i
c
i
l
e
d
 

in 
the 

W
e
s
t
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were 
p
a
c
k
e
d
 

into 
goods 

t
r
a
i
n
s
 

and 
t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
e
d
 

w
i
l
ly
-
ni
l
ly
 

to. 
I 

S
i
b
e
r
i
a
,
 

K
a
z
a
k
h
s
t
a
n
 

or 
other 

e
ą
u
a
l
l
y
 

e
x
o
t
i
c
 

l
a
n
d
s
,
 

T
h
e
y
 

c
a
l
le
d 

it 
"Free 

r
e
s
e
t
t
l
e
m
e
n
t
"
.
 

As 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

o
f
f
i
c
i
a
l
l
y
 

c
a
m
e
 

to 
free 

the 
o
p
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

c
l
a
s
s
e
s
 

from 
the 

e
x
p
l
o
i
t
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
o
v
e
r
-
 

l
o
r
d
s
,
 

how 
a
n
yo
ne
 

could 
cali 

H
a
n
k
a
'
s
 

f
a
th
er
 

an 
o
v
e
r
l
o
r
d
?
 

P
e
r
h
a
p
s
 

s
o
m
e
o
n
e
 

here 
from 

the 
C
o
m
m
u
n
i
s
t
.
 
Party 

w
o
u
l
d
 

like 
t
o
 

e
x
p
l
a
i
n
 

or 
j
u
s
t
i
f
y
 

it. 
I 

can 
only 

w
o
n
d
e
r
 

at 
Mr. 

B
e
n
n
'
s
 

e
t
e
r
n
a
l
 

g
r
a
t
i
t
u
d
e
 

to 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

State 
for 

their 
s
a
c
r
i
f
i
c
e
 

i
n
 

the 
last 

war 
as 

he 
once 

s
a
i
d
,
 

thus 
s
a
v
i
n
g
 

many 
B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

l
i
v
e
s
.
 

Does 
he 

not 
r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

any 
l
on
ge
r
 

of 
their 

help 
to 

H
i
t
l
e
r
 

i
n
 

1939? 
A
n
y
w
a
y
 

H
a
n
k
a
'
s
 

f
a
m
i
l
y
1s 

p
l
ac
e
 

of 
r
e
s
e
t
t
l
e
m
e
n
t
 

and 
w
o
r
k
 

was 
not 

far 
from 

the 
C
h
i
n
e
s
e
 

b
o
r
d
e
r
.
 

As 
only 

two 
girls 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
f
amily 

were 
able 

to 
w
o
r
k
,
 

the 
rest 

being 
too 

yo
un
g 

o
r
 

too 
old 

or 
too 

s
i
c
k
,
 

food 
was 

very 
short 

i
n
d
e
e
d
.
 

Ha
nk
a 

a
n
d
 

her 
s
i
s
t
e
r
 

K
r
y
s
i
a
 

were 
w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

gold 
m
i
n
e
s
 

and 
d
e
s
p
i
t
e
 

very 
s
t
r
i
c
t
 

s
e
a
r
c
h
e
s
 

the 
y
o
u
n
g
s
t
e
r
s
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
s
m
u
g
g
l
e
 

s
o
m
e
 

gold 
dust 

in 
their 

t
r
o
u
s
e
r
 

belt 
b
u
c
k
l
e
s
,
 

which 
in 

turn 
i
n
 

the 
m
o
o
n
l
e
s
s
 

n
i
g
h
t
s
,
 

were 
c
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

a
c
r
o
s
s
 

the 
b
o
r
d
e
r
 

to 
C
h
i
n
a
 

and 
e
x
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

for 
t
ea. 

Back 
on 

the 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

side 
you 

c
o
u
l
d
 

have 
as 

much 
b
re
a
d 

for 
your 

tea 
as 

you 
could 

e
a
t
.

Now 
Hanka 

and 
A
n
d
r
e
w
 

live 
and 

work 
in 

C
a
n
a
d
a
,
 

have 
a
 

c
o
m
f
o
r
t
a
b
l
e
 

house 
in 

O
t
t
a
w
a
 

and 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

in 
F
l
o
r
i
d
a
,
 

w
h
e
r
e
 

the 
c
l
i
m
a
t
e
 

is 
kind 

to 
her 

poor 
h
a
n
d
s
,
 

r
u
i
n
e
d
 

by 
the 

p
o
i
s
o
n
-
 

ous 
work 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

gold 
m
i
n
e
s
.

EXIT 
FRO

M
 

R
U

S
S

IA

Two 
w
e
e
k
s
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

I 
left 

Guzar 
my 

Uncle 
Oles 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
,
 

thin 
and 

weak 
after 

the 
w
i
d
e
s
p
r
e
a
d
 

i
l
l
n
e
s
s
 

of 
T
y
p
h
o
i
d
 

w
h
i
c
h
 

c
l
a
i
m
e
d
 

many 
lives 

of 
the 

weak 
and 

s
e
v
e
r
e
l
y
 

u
n
d
e
r
n
o
u
r
i
s
h
e
d
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
.
 

Many 
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

were 
left 

o
r
p
h
a
n
e
d
,
 

m
a
n
y
 

p
a
r
e
n
t
s
 

had 
to 

bury 
their 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

with 
their 

bare 
h
a
n
d
s
.
 

I 
was 

lucky 
to 

s
u
r
v
i
v
e
 

and 
not 

to 
catch 

a
n
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

w
or
s
e 

t
h
a
n
 

M
a
l
a
r
i
a
 

and 
D
y
s
e
n
t
e
r
y
,
 

but 
that 

came 
a 

l
i
tt
le
 

l
a
t
e
r
.

The 
s
u
m
me
r
 

of 
1942 

was 
hot 

in 
these 

p
a
r
t
s
,
 

the 
c
o
t
t
o
n
 

f
i
e
l
d
s
 

were 
r
i
p
e
n
i
n
g
.
 

In 
S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

our 
atmy 

was 
a
g
a
i
n
 

g
e
t
t
i
n
g
 

ready 
for 

e
v
a
c
u
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

Train 
after 

train 
load 

t
o
o
k
 

us 
to 

the 
S
o
u
t
h
e
r
n
 

part 
of 

R
u
s
s
i
a
 

to 
the 

C
a
s
p
i
a
n
 

Sea
; 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
w
i
n
d
o
w
s
 

of 
the 

train 
all 

we 
could 

see 
was 

b
a
r
r
e
n
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
,
 

only 
o
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
l
y
 

p
a
s
s
i
n
g
 

some 
well 

known 
p
l
a
c
e
s
 

l
i
k
e
 

S
a
m
a
r
k
a
n
d
 

and 
B
o
k
h
a
r
a
 

or 
the 

m
i
g
h
t
y
 

river 
A
m
u
-
D
a
r
i
a
.

On 
my 

way 
there 

I 
got 

my 
first 

a
t
t
a
ck
 

of 
M
a
l
a
r
i
a
.
 

I 
lay 

on 
my 

bunk 
s
e
m
i
-
c
o
n
s
c
i
o
u
s
 

with 
a 

s
p
l
i
t
t
i
n
g
 

h
e
a
d
a
c
h
e
 

a
n
d
 

a 
high 

t
e
m
p
e
r
a
t
u
r
e
.
 

On 
the 

third 
day 

the 
train 

s
t
o
p
p
e
d
 

-

e
v
e
r
b
o
d
y
 

out. 
The 

r
a
i
l
w
a
y
 

lines 
were 

high 
up 

an 
e
m
b
a
n
k
m
e
n
t
 

and 
it 

was 
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
r
y
 

to 
jump 

s
t
r
a
i
g
h
t
 

down 
into 

the 
s
a
nd
,
 

a
 

h
e
i
g
h
t
 

of 
at 

least 
10 

feet 
with 

all 
our 

g
e
a
r
,
 

a 
big 

r
u
c
k
s
a
c
k
,
 

a 
smali 

one, 
a 

k
i
t
-
b
a
g
,
 

all 
on 

the 
s
h
o
u
l
d
e
r
s
.
 

L
o
a
d
e
d
 

l
i
k
e
 

that 
after 

my 
jump 

I 
could 

not 
get 

up 
but 

my 
kind 

f
r
i
en
d
 

M
i
k
a
,
 

s
e
e
i
ng
 

my 
p
r
e
d
i
c
a
m
e
n
t
 

(after 
my 

bad 
a
t
t
ac
k
 

of 
M
a
l
a
r
i
a
)
, 

c
a
m
e
 

to 
my 

r
e
s
c
u
e
.
 

Wfe 
then 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
slide 

down 
the 

e
m
b
a
n
k
m
e
n
t
 

o
n
 

to 
the 

road 
l
e
a
d
i
n
g
 

to 
the 

port 
of 

K
r
a
s
n
o
w
o
d
s
k
 

on 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

side 
of 

the 
C
a
s
p
i
a
n
 

Sea. 
The 

heavy 
l
u
g
g
a
g
e
 

was 
taken 

on 
t
h
e
 

l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

but 
we 

and 
the 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

were 
told 

to 
march 

the 
5 

m
i
l
e
s
 

to 
the 

beach 
and 

await 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

o
r
d
e
r
s
.

The 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

ship 
"
Z
d
a
n
o
w
"
 

was 
s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
 

to 
ferry 

us 
to 

t
h
e
 

other 
s
i
d
e
,
 

to 
the 

port 
in 

Iran 
- 

P
a
h
l
e
v
i
.
 

I
n
d
ee
d
 

after 
three 

i 
days 

c
a
m
p
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

b
e
a
c
h
,
 

Z
d
a
no
w 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

but 
not 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

I 
e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
d
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

t
r
a
u
m
a
t
i
c
 

m
o
m
e
n
t
J

All 
our 

p
e
r
s
o
n
a
l
 

b
e
l
o
n
g
i
n
g
s
 

w
hi
ch
 

were 
duły 

m
a
r
k
e
d
 

w
i
t
h
 

r
e
g
i
m
e
n
t
a
l
 

codes 
and 

n
u
m
b
e
r
s
 

were 
d
u
m
p
e
d
 

into 
big 

p
i
l
e
s
 

on 
t
h
e
 

b
e
a
c
h
,
 

unit 
by 

u
n
i
t
.
 

E
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
find 

their 
own 

w
i
t
h
 

the 
e
x
c
e
p
t
i
o
n
 

of 
m
y
s
e
l
f
 

and 
one 

L
i
e
u
t
e
n
a
n
t
,
 

Olek 
Ś
w
i
e
r
c
z
.
 

I
t
 

was 
very 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

to 
get 

hołd 
of 

the 
sm
al
i 

bag 
in 

w
hi
ch
 

o
u
r
 

p
e
r
s
o
n
a
l
 

d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
s
 

were 
k
e
p
t
,
 

as 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
 

(for 
t
h
a
t
 

m
a
t
t
e
r
 

in 
all 

C
o
m
m
u
n
i
s
t
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
i
e
s
)
, 

no 
p
e
r
s
o
n
 

e
x
i
s
t
s
 

u
n
l
e
s
s
 

i
t
 

says 
so 

on 
his 

i
d
e
n
t
i
t
y
 

p
a
p
e
r
,
 

so 
our 

whole 
exit 

from 
R
u
s
s
i
a
 

was 
in 

g
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
.
 

Both 
of 

us 
c
h
e
c
k
e
d
 

for 
the 

h
u
n
d
r
e
d
t
h
 

t
i
m
e
 

u
nt
il
 

dark 
fell 

then. 
with 

heavy 
hearts 

we 
had 

to 
stop 

until 
t
h
e
 

next 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
.
 

T
o
t
a
l
l
y
 

d
e
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

I 
r
e
j
o
i
n
e
d
 

my 
l
u
c
k
i
e
r
 

m
a
t
e
s
,
 

dug 
a 

litt
le
 

hole 
in 

the 
sand 

and 
fell 

a
s
l
e
e
p
.
 

In 
the 

e
a
r
l
y
 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

s
o
m
e
b
o
d
y
 

shook 
my 

arm, 
it 

was 
Olek 

with 
a 

t
r
i
u
m
p
h
a
n
t
 

smile 
on 

his 
f
a
c
e
,
 

he 
had 

found 
both 

our 
bags 

on 
the 

o
t
h
e
r
 

r
e
g
i
m
e
n
f
s
 

p
i
l
e
,
 

w
r
o
n
g
l
y
 

d
u
m
p
e
d
 

by 
c
a
r
e
l
e
s
s
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
.
 

O, 
w
h
a
t
 

a 
r
e
l
i
e
f
 

... 
We 

had 
our 

p
a
p
e
r
s
 

after 
all 

which 
wo
ul
d
 

take 
u
s
 

out 
of 

this 
u
n
p
l
e
a
s
a
n
t
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

wh
er
e 

so 
many 

were 
left 

f
o
r
e
v
e
r
.

SEA 
C

R
O

SSIN
G

 
R

U
SSIA

N
 

S
T

Y
L

E

Two 
more 

days 
c
a
m
p
i
n
g
 

by 
the 

pier 
and 

then 
we 

e
m
b
a
r
k
e
d
 

i
n
 

an 
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
 

way 
on 

to 
the 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

s
h
i
p
.
 

It 
was 

a 
very 

s
m
a
l
i
 

ship 
to 

a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
t
e
 

all 
these 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
.
 

Not 
only 

w
e
r
e
 

there 
army 

units 
but 

a 
lot 

of 
c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
s
 

too, 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
t
h
e
m
,
 

and 
an 

o
r
p
h
a
n
a
g
e
,
 

so 
the 

space 
to 

sit 
on 

our 
p
i
l
e
d
 

gear 
was 

very 
s
m
a
l
i
,
 

not 
even 

a 
hope 

of 
lying 

down 
for 

t
h
e
 

sick 
or 

w
e
a
k
,
 

we 
just 

sat 
like 

b
r
o
k
e
n
 

s
a
r
d
i
n
e
s
.
 

There 
w
a
s
 

just 
e
n
o
u
g
h
 

room 
for 

the 
s
e
n
i
o
r
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
r
s
 

and 
a 

few 
of 

us 
A
T
S
 

g
irls 

under 
the 

s
w
a
y
i
n
g
 

life 
b
oa
ts
 

on 
top 

d
e
c
k
.
 

I 
c
l
i
m
b
e
d
 

into 
one 

of 
the 

bo
at
s 

and 
r
e
m
a
i
n
e
d
 

there 
for 

the 
w
ho
le
 

of 
t
h
e

20



day, 
for 

the 
night 

Mika 
and 

I 
c
r
a
w
l
e
d
 

to 
the 

f
o
r
b
i
d
d
e
n
 

zone 
^

- 
a 

c
o
r
r
i
d
o
r
 

on 
the 

C
a
p
t
a
i
n
'
s
 

d
e
c
k
.
 

S
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
 

t
i
g
h
t
l
y
 

by 
t
h
e
 

wali 
the 

crew 
had 

to 
step 

over 
us 

s
w
e
a
r
i
n
g
,
 

but 
we 

just 
d
i
d
 

not 
c
a
r
e
.

The 
C
r
o
s
s
i
n
g
 

was 
rough 

and 
as 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

s
u
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

f
r
o
m
 

D
y
s
e
n
t
e
r
y
 

the 
gueue 

to 
the 

t
o
i
l
e
t
s
 

bu
il
t 

up 
on 

each 
side 

o
f
 

the 
lower 

deck 
and 

was 
long 

and 
c
o
n
t
i
n
u
o
u
s
.
 

Once 
you 

w
e
n
t
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
gueue 

you 
had 

to 
take 

your 
pl
ac
e 

at 
the 

end 
a
g
a
i
n
 

as 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
a 

fresh 
v
is
it
 

was 
long 

e
n
o
ug
h
 

to 
b
e
c
o
m
e
 

a
n
 

u
r
g
e
n
c
y
 

a
g
a
i
n
.
 

Many 
young 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

from 
the 

o
r
p
h
a
n
a
g
e
 

c
o
u
l
d
 

not 
stand 

the 
d
r
e
a
d
f
u
l
 

j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

and 
many 

e
l
d
e
r
l
y
 

c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
s
,
 

w
e
a
k
e
n
e
d
 

by 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

d
i
s
e
a
s
e
s
 

died 
d
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
24 

hour 
C
r
o
s
s
i
n
g
 

and 
had 

to 
be 

b
u
r
i
e
d
 

at 
sea. 

An 
aunt 

of 
my 

good 
f
r
i
e
nd
 

h
a
d
 

such 
a 

b
u
r
i
a
l
.

The 
f
o
l
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

day 
the 

ship 
a
n
c
h
o
r
e
d
 

well 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

t
h
e
 

sm
al
i 

and 
s
h
a
l
l
o
w
 

port 
of 

P
a
h
l
e
v
i
.
 

A 
s
m
a
l
l
e
r
 

boat 
c
a
m
e
 

a
l
o
n
g
s
i
d
e
 

and 
half 

of 
the 

p
a
s
s
e
n
g
e
r
s
 

had 
to 

jump 
into 

i
t
.

W
om
en
 

and 
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

first 
in 

the 
old 

i
n
t
e
r
n
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

t
r
a
d
i
t
i
o
n
,
 

the 
other 

half 
had 

to 
wait 

for 
their 

turn 
to 

be 
t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
e
d
 

to 
the 

p
i
e
r
.
 

We 
were 

lucky 
to 

be 
i
n
c
l
u
d
e
d
 

in 
the 

first 
c
o
n
-
 

s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
.
 

The 
sea 

b
e
c
a
m
e
 

very 
r
o
u
g
h
,
 

it 
was 

i
m
p
o
s
s
i
b
l
e
 

t
o
 

br
in
g 

the 
s
ma
li
 

boat 
a
l
o
n
g
s
i
d
e
 

and 
the 

rest 
of 

the 
p
a
s
s
e
n
g
e
r
s
 

had 
to 

wait 
for 

two 
more 

days 
for 

their 
ferry 

to 
dry 

l
a
n
d
.
 

There 
were 

more 
b
u
r
i
a
l
s
 

at 
sea. 

The 
only 

c
o
m
f
o
r
t
 

for 
t
h
e
 

s
e
a
-
s
i
c
k
 

was 
more 

room 
on 

the 
d
ec
ks
 

to 
be 

sick 
on, 

so 
w
h
e
n
 

f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

they 
j
o
in
ed
 

us 
they 

had 
one 

more 
d
i
s
e
a
s
e
 

to 
cope 

w
i
t
h

- 
a 

J
a
u
n
d
i
c
e
.

On 
the 

l
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

pier 
a 

s
u
r
p
r
i
s
e
 

was 
a
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

the 
p
o
o
r
 

v
i
c
t
i
m
s
 

fresh 
from 

the 
Z
danow 

- 
a 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

o
r
c
h
e
s
t
r
a
 

g
r
e
e
t
e
d
 

u
s
 

with 
the 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

N
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

A
n
t
h
e
m
.
 

S
u
r
p
r
i
s
e
 

was 
too 

weak 
a
 

word 
to 

e
x
p
r
e
s
s
 

our 
f
e
e
l
i
n
g
s
,
 

many 
k
n
e
e
l
e
d
 

and 
k
i
s
s
e
d
 

t
h
e
 

g
r
o
u
n
d
 

of 
the 

free 
w
o
r
l
d
,
 

t
h
a
n
k
f
u
l
 

to 
be 

d
e
l
i
v
e
r
e
d
 

from 
t
h
e
 

d
ev
il
 

to 
the 

p
r
o
m
i
s
e
d
 

land 
of 

f
r
e
e
d
o
m
.
 

There 
was 

not 
a 

d
r
y
 

eye 
a
r
o
u
n
d
;
 

d
e
s
p
i
t
e
 

the 
fact 

that 
war 

was 
s
ti
ll
 

on, 
we 

w
e
r
e
 

so 
much 

n
e
a
r
e
r
 

to 
our 

g
o
a
l
.

The 
short 

d
i
s
t
a
n
c
e
 

to 
our 

a
l
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

s
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
t
h
e
 

beach 
and 

t
e
m
p
o
r
a
r
y
 

tents 
was 

i
n
t
e
r
r
u
p
t
e
d
 

by 
a 

c
h
e
c
k
-
p
o
i
n
t
,
 

the 
s
a
n
i
t
a
r
y
 

p
o
s
t
.
 

Here 
we 

all 
had 

to 
go 

for 
a 

s
h
o
w
e
r
,
 

h
a
i
r
 

wash 
and 

our 
c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

were 
f
u
m
i
g
a
t
e
d
 

to 
e
x
c
l
u
d
e
 

any 
p
o
t
e
n
t
i
a
l
 

i
n
s
e
c
t
 

s
t
o
w
a
w
a
y
 

from 
R
u
s
s
i
a
,
 

so 
c
l
e
a
n
e
d
 

up, 
a 

fresh 
set 

o
f
 

u
n
i
f
o
r
m
s
 

was 
i
s
s
ue
d
 

- 
t
r
o
p
i
c
a
l
 

o
n
e
s
,
 

such 
as 

s
h
o
r
t
s
,
 

a
i
r
t
e
x
 

s
h
i
r
t
s
 

e
t
c
.

S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

was 
st
il
l 

warm 
e
n
o
u
g
h
 

to 
swim 

in 
the 

sea, 
t
o
 

rest 
and 

to 
eat 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

food 
w
h
ic
h
 

was 
a
b
u
n
d
a
n
t
 

in 
d
a
t
e
s
,
 

p
o
m
e
g
r
a
n
a
t
e
s
 

and 
hard 

b
o
i
l
e
d
 

e
g
g
s
,
 

sold 
by 

the 
local 

b
o
y
s
.

The 
first 

p
a
y
m
e
n
t
 

of 
a 

few 
t
o
u
m
a
n
s
 

(
P
e
r
s
i
a
n
 

c
u
r
r
e
n
c
y
 

at 
t
h
a
t
 

t
im
e)
 

e
n
a
b
l
e
d
 

us 
to 

buy 
these 

t
h
i
n
g
s
 

and 
a 

few 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

in 
t
h
e
 

P
e
r
s
i
a
n
 

kiosk 
along 

the 
b
e
a
c
h
.
 

Thes
e 

also 
s
e
r
ve
d
 

as 
a 

v
e
r
y
 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

free 
Post 

O
f
f
i
c
e
 

w
he
re
 

we 
left 

all 
sorts 

of 
m
e
s
s
a
g
e
s
,
 

m
o
s
t
l
y
 

n
o
t
i
c
e
s
 

of 
our 

a
r
r
i
v
a
l
,
 

e
n
g
u
i
r
i
e
s
 

for 
f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
,
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

and 
such 

l
ik
e.
 

Mika 
left 

a 
m
e
s
s
a
g
e
 

g
i
v
i
n
g
 

d
e
t
a
i
l
s
 

of 
o
u
r
 

a
r
r
i
v
a
l
 
for 

Han
ka
 

J
a
n
u
s
z
a
j
t
i
s
 

who 
had 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

in 
M
ar
ch
 

and 
w
a
s
 

in 
T
e
h
e
r
a
n
.

Very 
s
h
o
r
t
l
y
 

a 
reply 

came 
a
s
k
i
n
g
 

for 
a 

m
e
e
t
i
n
g
 

in 
a 

s
m
a
l
i
 

r
e
s
t
a
u
r
a
n
t
 

on 
the 

o
u
t
s
k
i
r
t
s
 

of 
P
a
h
l
e
v
i
,
 

near 
our 

c
a
m
p
.
 

O
u
r
 

p
r
e
v
i
o
u
s
 

p
r
o
m
i
s
e
 

that 
the 

first 
one 

to 
a
r
r
i
v
e
 

to 
the 

f
r
e
e
 

w
o
rl
d 

w
ou
ld
 

stand 
a 

p
r
o
p
e
r
 

meal 
for 

the 
other 

two, 
was 

to 
b
e
 

a
r
r
a
n
g
e
d
,
 

and 
Hanka 

w
ou
ld
 

treat 
us 

to 
it. 

Mika 
and 

I 
d
u
ł
y
 

o
b
t
a
i
n
e
d
 

p
a
s
s
e
s
 

for 
the 

a
f
t
e
r
n
o
o
n
 

and 
we 

met 
at 

this 
m
o
d
e
s
t
 

e
a
t
i
n
g
 

p
l
a
c
e
.
 

Fi
rs
t 

there 
were 

t
e
a
r
f
u
l
 

g
r
e
e
t
i
n
g
s
 

and 
talk 

o
f
 

h
ow, 

w
h
e
r
e
,
 

e
t
c
.
,
 

then 
came 

the 
food 

- 
a 

w
ho
l
e 

r
o
a
s
t
e
d
 

c
h
i
c
k
e
n
 

for 
each 

of 
us, 

a 
treat 

we 
had 

been 
d
r
e
a
m
i
n
g
 

of 
for 

a 
l
o
n
g
,
 

long 
t
i
m
e
.
 

Mika 
and 

Ha
nk
a 

ate 
s
t
e
a
d
i
l
y
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

this 
l
u
c
u
l
l
u
s
 

feast 
but 

my 
s
t
o
m
a
c
h
e
 

had 
shru

nk
 

and 
I 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

only 
half 

o
f
 

m
i
n
e
,
 

c
o
mi
ng
 

to 
a 

p
a
i
n
f
u
l
 

h
a
l
t
.
 

I 
could 

not 
s
w
a
l
l
o
w
 

one 
m
o
r
e
 

bit, 
fuli 

s
t
o
p
.
 

Mika 
and 

Hanka 
did 

not 
f
o
r
g
i
v
e
 

me 
for 

t
h
i
s
 

till 
many 

ye
ar
s 

l
a
t
e
r
.

Here 
I 

met 
my 

Un
cl
e 

Oles 
b
r
i
e
f
l
y
 

again 
but 

s
h
o
r
t
l
y
 

h
i
s
 

unit 
mo
ve
d 

away 
and 

we 
s
t
a
y
e
d
 

for 
a 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

two 
w
e
e
k
s
 

on 
t
h
e
 

b
e
a
c
h
.
 

Soon 
after 

the 
sea 

was 
so 

rough 
we 

had 
to 

stop 
s
w
i
m
m
-
 

ing 
as 

the 
black 

flag 
was 

h
o
i
s
t
e
d
 

at 
the 

edge 
of 

the 
s
u
r
f
.

Then 
the 

l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

came 
to 

c
o
l
l
e
c
t
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

e
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
 

for 
a 

f
o
u
r
 

day 
j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

a
c
r
o
s
s
 

Iran 
then 

I
r
a
g
.
 

It 
was 

all 
go, 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

a
 

m
o
o
n
-
l
i
k
e
 

l
a
n
d
s
c
a
p
e
,
 

along 
dry 

high 
m
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
s
 

of 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

s
h
a
d
e
s
 

of 
y
e
l
l
o
w
,
 

b
e
i
g
e
,
 

b
ro
wn
 

and 
f
a
w
n
.
 

In 
the 

deep 
v
a
l
l
e
y
s
 

w
h
e
r
e
 

some 
s
t
r
e
a
m
s
 

f
l
ow
ed
 

there 
was 

a 
l
it
tl
e 

g
r
e
e
n
e
r
y
 

and 
some 

h
u
m
a
n
 

h
a
b
i
t
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

At 
very 

rare 
stops 

A
r
a
b
s
 

a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
 

and 
o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

for 
sale 

d
a
t
e
s
,
 

g
r
a
p
e
s
 

and 
other 

d
e
l
i
c
i
o
u
s
 

t
h
i
n
g
s
,
 

the 
o
n
l
y
 

t
r
o
u
b
l
e
 

was 
we 

had 
no 

money 
to 

buy 
t
h
e
m
,
 

st
il
l 

the 
a
r
m
y
 

p
r
o
v
i
d
e
d
 

us 
with 

dry 
r
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

and 
tea 

for 
each 

da
y'
s 

t
r
a
v
e
l
.

For 
the 

night 
we 

s
t
o
p
p
e
d
 

at 
the 

p
r
e
-
a
r
r
a
n
g
e
d
 

camps 
a
t
 

K
a
z
w
i
n
,
 

H
a
m
m
a
d
a
n
 

and 
K
e
r
m
a
n
s
h
a
h
 

and 
early 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

after 
s
o
m
e
 

black 
tea 

and 
a 

piece 
of 

brea
d 

the 
back 

b
r
e
a
k
i
n
g
 

drive 
s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

a
g
a
i
n
.
 

The 
local 

d
r
i
v
e
r
s
 

e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 

for 
the 

t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

had 
t
h
e
i
r
 

own 
ideas 

as 
to 

the 
speed 

and 
e
c
o
n
o
m
y
.
 

The 
a
s
c
e
n
t
 

went 
ą
u
i
t
e
 

s
e
d
a
t
e
l
y
,
 

c
u
t
t
i
n
g
 

c
o
r
n
e
r
s
 

but 
going 

down 
e
n
g
i
n
e
s
 

were 
s
w
i
t
c
h
e
d
 

off 
(saving 

p
e
t
r
o
l
)
 

and 
the 

speed 
was 

like 
a 

race 
t
r
a
c
k
.
 

W
e
 

just 
sat 

t
i
g
h
t
l
y
 

h
o
l
d
i
n
g
 

on 
to 

the 
sides 

of 
the 

lorry 
and 

p
r
a
y
-
 

ing 
that 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

would 
come 

from 
round 

the 
c
o
r
n
e
r
 

in 
t
h
e
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o
p
p
o
s
i
t
e
 

d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
.
 

D
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

at 
fast 

speed 
and 

late 
into 

the 
: 

night 
kept 

us 
all 

f
r
i
g
h
t
e
n
e
d
 

and 
ą
ui
et
 

u
n
ti
l
 

the 
next 

s
t
o
p
.

At 
some 

p
o
in
t
 

we 
c
r
o
s
s
e
d
 

the 
I
r
a
n
-
I
r
a
ą
 

f
r
o
n
t
i
e
r
.
 

It 
w
a
s
 

r
a
t
h
e
r
 

funny 
to 

see 
the 

custom 
o
f
f
i
c
i
a
l
s
 

come 
out 

for 
t
h
e
 

head 
count 

and 
to 

check 
the 

p
a
p
e
r
s
.
 

They 
were 

very 
e
l
e
g
a
n
t
l
y
 

d
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

on 
top 

in 
S
a
v
i
l
l
e
 

Row 
j
a
c
k
e
t
s
 

worn 
over 

long 
r
o
b
e
s
 

wh
ic
h 

loo
ke
d 

more 
like 

long 
n
i
g
h
t
-
d
r
e
s
s
e
s
. 

On 
their 

h
e
a
d
s
 

they 
a
l
w
a
y
s
 

wore 
t
o
o
t
h
-
c
h
e
c
k
e
d
 

head 
s
c
a
r
v
e
s
 

with 
one 

or 
m
o
r
e
 

dark 
b
a
nd
s
 

- 
very 

e
x
o
t
i
c
 

tea 
t
o
w
e
l
s
.

The 
last 

stop 
was 

K
h
a
n
a
ą
i
n
 

which 
was 

to 
be 

our 
home 

f
o
r
 

one 
m
o
n
t
h
.
 

On 
the 

left 
bank 

of 
the 

large 
and 

fast 
R
i
v
e
r
 

D
i
y
a
l
 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
s
 

of 
pale 

grey 
tents 

were 
s
p
r
e
a
d
 

to 
the 

h
o
r
i
z
o
n
.
 

Each 
r
e
g
i
m
e
n
t
,
 

each 
unit 

had 
its 

own 
a
l
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

t
e
r
r
i
t
o
r
y
.

Ours 
was 

s
i
g
n
p
o
s
t
e
d
 

6th 
P
AL. 

Our 
tent 

slept 
six 

wh
er
e 

e
a
c
h
 

of 
us 

had 
e
n
o
u
g
h
 

room 
to 

put 
a 

f
o
l
de
d
 

b
l
a
n
k
e
t
 

d
o
w
n
,
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

to 
cover 

us 
and 

the 
r
e
m
a
i
n
d
e
r
 

of 
our 

gear 
above 

the 
h
e
a
d
.

One 
could 

stand 
up 

in 
the 

m
i
d
d
l
e
.

The 
w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

was 
fine 

to 
b
eg
i
n 

with 
and 

in 
the 

w
a
r
m
,
 

sunny 
a
f
t
e
r
n
o
o
n
s
 

we 
had 

a 
few 

free 
hours 

i
n
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

l
i
tt
le
 

r
e
g
i
m
e
n
t
a
l
 

shop 
s
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

t
o
o
t
h
p
a
s
t
e
,
 

r
a
z
o
r
s
 

a
n
d
 

dates 
and 

in 
the 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

after 
the 

c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

in 
a 

v
e
r
y
 

big 
t
e
n
t
,
 

s
e
r
v
i
n
g
 

r
e
f
r
e
s
h
m
e
n
t
s
 

to 
the 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

and 
l
e
n
d
i
n
g
 

our 
s
ma
li
 

s
up
pl
y
 

of 
b
o
o
k
s
.
 

A
f
t
e
r
n
o
o
n
s
 

were 
at 

our 
d
i
s
p
o
s
a
l
 

when 
every 

other 
day 

we 
went 

to 
a 

r
i
v
e
r
,
 

now 
three 

to 
f
o
u
r
 

mi
le
s 

away 
to 

do 
our 

l
a
u
n
d
r
y
.

K
H

A
N

A
Q

IN

The 
b
a
nk
s
 

of 
this 

fast 
f
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

river 
were 

p
a
c
k
e
d
 

w
i
t
h
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

of 
all 

k
in
ds
 

and 
c
o
l
o
u
r
 

all 
with 

the 
same 

i
d
e
a
.

There 
were 

I
n
d
i
a
n
s
,
 

A
u
s
t
r
a
l
i
a
n
s
,
 

C
a
n
a
d
i
a
n
s
,
 

B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

e
v
e
n
 

G
u
r
k
a
s
 

with 
their 

c
u
r
v
e
d
 

k
n
i
v
e
s
 

and 
Sikhs 

with 
their 

p
l
a
i
n
,
 

r
e
g
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 

t
u
r
b
a
n
s
.
 

K
h
a
k
i
 

was 
the 

c
o
l
ou
r 

of 
e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
,
 

n
o
 

w
o
n
d
e
r
 

I 
do 

not 
care 

any 
more 

for 
this 

p
a
r
t
i
c
u
l
a
r
 

s
h
a
d
e
,
 

I 
think 

it 
is 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

"
o
v
e
r
-
e
x
p
o
s
u
r
e
"
.
 

On 
the 

o
p
p
o
s
i
t
e
 

bank 
w
a
s
 

a 
very 

big 
oil 

r
e
f
i
n
e
r
y
 

e
t
e
r
n
a
l
l
y
 

b
e
l
c
h
i
n
g
 

bl
ac
k 

s
m
o
k
e
,
 

t
h
r
e
a
t
e
n
i
n
g
 

us 
with 

soot 
when 

the 
wind 

was 
b
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

in 
t
h
e
 

wr
on
g 

d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
.

One 
day 

an 
u
n
e
x
p
e
c
t
e
d
 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
 

came 
my 

w
ay
.
 

A 
Sikh 

soldier 
was 

w
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

his 
t
u
r
ba
n
 

when 
a 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

o
b
j
e
c
t
 

flew 
his 

w
a
y
.
 

A
f
t
e
r
 

f
i
s
h
i
n
g
 

it 
out 

and 
e
x
a
m
i
n
i
n
g
 

s
am
e
, 

he 
s
m
i
l
i
n
g
l
y
 

o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

it 
to 

me. 
As 

it 
h
a
p
p
e
n
e
d
 

it 
was 

a 
pair 

of 
l
a
d
i
e
s
 

green 
army 

k
n
i
c
k
e
r
s
,
 

of 
no 

use 
to 

h
im, 

some 
u
n
l
u
c
k
y
 

ATS 
g
i
r
l
 

had 
lost 

them 
in 

the 
wash 

h
i
g
h
e
r
 

up 
the 

river 
and 

I 
g
a
i
n
e
d
 

an 
extra 

pair 
of 

u
n
d
e
r
w
e
a
r
 

which 
was 

in 
very 

short 
s
u
p
p
l
y
.

O
c
t
o
b
e
r
 

was 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

upon 
us 

and 
the 

w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

s
h
o
w
-
 

ing 
a 

new 
and 

nasty 
s
i
d
e
.
 

The 
strong 

w
i
n
d
s
 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

H
a
m
s
i
n
s
 

i
n
 

this 
part 

of 
the 

wo
rl
d 

blew 
s
h
a
r
p
,
 

b
l
i
n
d
i
n
g
 

sand 
with 

t
h
e
m
.

Most 
of 

our 
tents 

were 
f
l
a
t
t
e
n
e
d
 

and 
our 

c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

b
lo
wn
 

h
u
n
d
r
e
d
s
 

of 
yar

ds
 

to 
the 

n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
i
n
g
 

r
e
g
i
m
e
n
t
s
.
 

F
r
i
e
n
d
l
y
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

them 
after 

good 
h
u
m
o
u
r
e
d
 

j
o
k
i
n
g
,
 

often 
m
o
d
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

s
o
m
e
 

of 
the 

g
a
r
m
e
n
t
s
 

t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

or 
d
e
m
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

r
a
n
s
o
m
s
.
 

In 
the 

e
n
d
 

we 
got 

our 
t
h
i
n
g
s
 

back 
and 

our 
tents 

were 
s
e
c
u
r
e
d
 

once 
a
g
a
i
n
.

The 
g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

s
h
a
k
i
n
g
 

of 
b
l
a
n
k
e
t
s
 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

for 
the 

next 
f
e
w
 

hours 
u
nt
il
 

the 
next 

h
a
m
s
i
n
,
 

and 
the 

next 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

saw 
a 

b
i
g
 

e
x
o
d
u
s
 

to 
the 

river 
for 

a 
W
h
o
l
e
s
a
l
e
 

clean 
up. 

The 
u
n
w
r
i
t
t
e
n
 

law 
was, 

as 
the 

local 
A
r
a
b
s
 

b
e
l
i
e
v
e
d
,
 

that 
after 

five 
c
o
n
t
i
n
-
 

uous 
days 

of 
the 

n
e
r
v
e
-
r
a
c
k
i
n
g
 

w
i
n
d
,
 

if 
an 

Arab 
k
i
l
l
e
d
 

one 
o
f
 

his 
w
iv
e
s 

there 
was 

no 
p
r
o
s
e
c
u
t
i
o
n
 

for 
his 

a
c
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

A
l
l
a
h
 

f
o
r
g
a
v
e
 

him 
as 

the 
wind 

was 
to 

b
l
a
m
e
.
 

Then 
the 

rains 
c
a
m
e
,
b
y
 

which 
time 

we 
had 

mo
ve
d 

some 
d
i
s
t
a
n
c
e
 

away 
to 

K
i
z
i
l
 

R
i
b
a
t
t
.

The 
first 

night 
was 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

short 
of 

c
a
t
a
s
t
r
o
p
h
i
c
.
 

O
u
r
 

newly 
e
r
e
c
t
e
d
 

tent 
which 

was 
not 

very 
f
irmly 

s
e
c
u
r
e
d
,
 

c
o
l
l
a
p
s
e
d
 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
n
i
g
h
t
's 

gale 
and 

we 
g
a
t
h
e
r
e
d
 

our 
s
o
ak
ed
 

b
l
a
n
k
e
t
s
 

and 
c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

and 
spent 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

the 
wh
ol
e 

night 
in 

the 
s
i
c
k
-
b
a
y
 

tent 
which 

was 
more 

s
t
r
o
n
g
l
y
 

b
u
i
l
t
.
 

Next 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

the 
d
a
m
a
g
e
 

was 
r
e
p
a
i
r
e
d
,
 

c
l
o
t
h
e
s
 

dried 
and 

no 
more 

a
c
c
i
d
e
n
t
s
 

o
c
c
u
r
r
e
d
.

The 
w
i
n
t
e
r
 

r
o
u
t
i
n
e
 

was 
w
o
r
k
e
d
 

out 
for 

all 
u
n
i
t
s
.
 

We 
were 

n
o
w
 

part 
of 

the 
8th 

B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

Army 
from 

the 
day 

of 
l
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

on 
t
h
e
 

P
e
r
s
i
a
n
 

c
o
a
s
t
.
 

As 
the 

B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

was 
d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

we 
had 

to 
r
e
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

and 
adopt 

to 
n
e
w
 

ways 
of 

doing 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

e
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

A
l
t
h
o
u
g
h
 

the 
w
i
n
t
e
r
 

in 
t
h
e
 

d
e
se
rt
 

was 
not 

a 
very 

p
l
e
a
s
a
n
t
 

one, 
the 

f
limsy 

tents 
g
a
v
e
 

l
ittle 

p
r
o
t
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

from 
the 

cold 
wind 

and 
r
a
i
n
,
 

there 
was 

n
o
 

s
no
w.
 

We 
still 

w
o
r
k
e
d
 

in 
the 

6 
PAL 

s
h
o
p
-
c
u
m
 

c
a
n
t
e
e
n
,
 

now 
m
u
c
h
 

b
e
t
t
e
r
 

e
g
u
i
p
p
e
d
 

and 
also 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

p
r
e
p
a
r
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

for 
C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

with 
a 

l
i
tt
le
 

show 
and 

dance 
(
M
a
z
u
r
k
a
 

and 
K
u
j
a
v
i
a
k
)
 

for 
a 

v
e
r
y
 

m
o
d
e
s
t
 

c
e
l
e
b
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

with 
the 

b
a
t
t
a
l
i
o
n
,
 

m
a
k
i
n
g
 

c
o
l
o
u
r
f
u
l
 

n
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

c
o
s
t
u
m
e
s
 

for 
these 

well 
k
no
wn
 

n
a
t
i
o
n
a
l
 

d
a
n
c
e
s
.

The 
C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

of 
1942 

was 
very 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

to 
the 

one 
t
h
e
 

year 
b
e
f
o
r
e
.
 

We 
had 

f
o
o
d
,
 

s
h
e
l
t
e
r
 

and 
were 

many 
m
il
es
 

f
r
o
m
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
,
 

the 
fact 

that 
we 

b
e
l
o
n
g
e
d
 

now 
to 

the 
m
i
g
h
t
y
 

8th 
A
r
m
y
 

added 
a 

f
e
e
l
i
n
g
 

of 
s
e
c
u
r
i
t
y
 

and 
h
o
p
e
.

On 
C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

Eve 
after 

M
i
d
n
i
g
h
t
 

Mass 
out 

in 
the 

o
p
e
n
,
 

e
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
 

had 
the 

same 
wish 

a
g
a
i
n
,
 

that 
the 

next 
one 

w
o
u
l
d
 

s
u
r
e
l
y
 

be 
at 

home 
- 

in 
P
o
l
a
n
d
.

Be
in
g 

so 
far 

from 
E
u
r
o
p
ę
 

n
o
-
o
n
e
 

knew 
for 

sure 
what 

w
a
s
 

going 
on 

t
h
e
r
e
.
 

Lack 
of 

c
o
m
m
u
n
i
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

was 
a 

t
e
r
r
i
b
l
e
 

b
a
r
r
i
e
r
 

to 
any 

joy. 
We 

had 
no 

idea 
what 

i
n
h
u
m
a
n
 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 

E
u
r
o
p
e
a
n
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c
o
u
n
t
r
i
e
s
 

had 
to 

e
n
d
u
r
e
 

from 
H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

army 
or 

H
i
t
l
e
r
'
s
 

p
a
r
a
n
o
i
a
 

about 
J
e
w
s
.
 

We 
in 

the 
army 

were 
now 

in 
r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
l
y
 

good 
p
h
y
s
i
c
a
l
 

shape 
and 

were 
m
a
k
i
n
g
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

ready 
f
o
r
 

c
o
m
b
a
t
.
 

The 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

u
ni
ts
 

were 
f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
i
s
i
n
g
 

t
h
e
m
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

w
i
t
h
 

newly 
r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

w
e
a
p
o
n
s
 

and 
other 

h
a
r
d
w
a
r
e
.
 

Most 
of 

t
h
e
 

s
u
r
v
i
v
i
n
g
 

c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
s
 

such 
as 

w
om
e
n 

with 
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
,
 

the 
old 

a
n
d
 

si
ck
, 

were 
sent 

to 
s
h
e
l
t
e
r
e
d
 

camps 
in 

A
f
r
i
c
a
 

and 
India 

t
o
 

await 
the 

end 
of 

the 
w
a
r
.
 

We 
f
i
rm
ly
 

b
e
l
i
e
v
e
d
 

that 
the 

t
i
m
e
 

w
ou
ld
 

come 
soon 

to 
s
e
t
t
l
e
 

our 
s
c
o
r
e
s
 

with 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
 

- 
s
o
o
n
e
r
 

or 
l
a
t
e
r
.

SPR
IN

G
 

IN 
IR

A
Q

I 
D

E
S

E
R

T

The 
w
i
n
t
e
r
 

of 
1943 

was 
t
u
r
n
i
n
g
 

to 
S
p
r
i
n
g
.
 

In 
Ma
rc
h 

t
h
e
 

p
r
i
c
k
l
y
 

dry 
d
e
s
e
r
t
 

which 
s
t
r
e
t
c
h
e
d
 

just 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

our 
t
e
n
t
s
 

far 
into 

the 
h
i
l
l
s
,
 

s
u
d
d
e
n
l
y
 

b
e
c
a
m
e
 

green 
and 

u
n
b
e
l
i
e
v
a
b
l
y
 

b
urst 

into 
a 

f
l
o
w
e
r
i
n
g
 

riot 
of 

wild 
a
n
e
m
o
n
i
e
s
.

Fresh 
orders 

came 
to 

move 
to 

a 
new 

area 
near 

the 
town 

o
f
 

K
i
r
k
u
k
 

to 
stand 

guard 
a
r
o
u
n
d
 

a 
huge 

oil 
r
e
f
i
n
e
r
y
 

t
h
e
r
e
.
 

T
h
e
 

a
c
t
u
a
l
 

move 
came 

in 
A
p
r
i
l
.
 

Once 
again 

c
o
l
u
m
n
 

after 
c
o
l
u
m
n
 

drove 
in 

a 
very 

e
f
f
i
c
i
e
n
t
l
y
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
 

f
a
s
h
i
o
n
 

a
c
r
o
s
s
 

t
h
e
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
 

on 
newly 

c
o
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
e
d
 

(for 
this 

p
u
r
p
o
s
e
)
 

r
o
a
d
s
.
 

S
h
o
u
l
d
 

r
e
a
d
:
 

newly 
"
o
i
l
e
d
"
 

s
t
r
i
p
s
 

of 
s
a
n
d
.
 

On 
both 

sides 
of 

t
h
e
 

road 
the 

now 
green 

d
e
s
e
r
t
 

was 
e
n
c
h
a
n
t
i
n
g
.
 

We 
had 

to 
stop 

i
n
 

the 
open 

for 
the 

night 
and 

we 
s
p
r
e
a
d
 

our 
camp 

beds 
(
n
e
w
 

sign 
of 

i
n
c
r
e
a
s
i
n
g
 

o
p
u
l
e
n
c
e
)
 

a
m
o
n
g
s
t
 

the 
a
s
t
o
n
i
s
h
i
n
g
 

c
a
r
p
e
t
 

of 
f
l
o
w
e
r
s
,
 

d
a
f
f
o
d
i
l
s
,
 

t
u
l
i
p
s
,
 

p
r
i
m
r
o
s
e
s
,
 

f
r
a
g
r
a
n
t
 

s
t
o
c
k
s
 

and 
many 

u
n
k
n
o
w
n
 

v
a
r
i
e
t
i
e
s
.
 

It 
must 

have 
been 

A
ll
ah
 

h
i
m
s
e
l
f
 

who 
p
l
a
n
t
e
d
 

all 
those 

b
e
a
u
t
i
e
s
 

for 
his 

G
l
o
r
y
.
 

A
l
a
s
,
 

a 
v
e
r
y
 

short 
one 

for 
in 

May 
the 

f
i
er
ce
 

sun 
b
u
r
n
e
d
 

it 
all 

and 
o
n
c
e
 

again 
the 

f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
 

sight 
of 

y
e
l
l
o
w
,
 

dry 
and 

p
r
i
c
k
l
y
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
.
 

The 
G
a
r
d
e
n
 

of 
Eden 

was 
n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

a
g
a
i
n
,
 

o
n
l
y
 

c
r
e
e
p
y
-
c
r
a
w
l
i
e
s
 

r
o
a
m
e
d
 

with 
s
c
o
r
p
i
o
n
s
 

t
o
p
p
i
n
g
 

the 
l
is
t
, 

t
o
 

our 
c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
 

t
o
r
m
e
n
t
.
 

I 
had 

found 
one 

in 
my 

boot 
but 

a
p
a
r
t
 

from 
c
a
u
s
i
n
g
 

me 
a 

nasty 
shock 

it 
did 

me 
no 

h
a
r
m
,
 

as 
we 

h
a
d
 

o
r
d
e
r
s
 

to 
shake 

our 
b
o
o
t
s
 

every 
time 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

p
u
t
t
i
n
g
 

them 
o
n
.
 

O
t
h
e
r
s
 

were 
not 

so 
lucky 

h
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

there 
were 

many 
p
a
i
n
f
u
l
 

"
b
i
t
e
s
" 

and 
we 

had 
no 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 

for 
t
h
e
s
e
.
 

F
o
r
t
u
n
a
t
e
l
y
 

n
o


body 
died 

as 
they 

were 
not 

a 
d
e
a
dl
y 

v
a
r
i
e
t
y
,
 

just 
v
e
r
y
 

p
a
i
n
f
u
l
.
 

Some 
other 

i
n
s
e
c
t
s
 

were 
s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
 

to 
be 

p
o
i
s
o
n
o
u
s
,
 

such 
as 

F
a
l
a
n
g
a
s
 

but 
I 

never 
could 

i
d
e
n
t
i
f
y
 

them 
so 

I 
c
a
n
'
t
 

be 
sure 

what 
they 

r
e
a
ll
y 

w
e
r
e
.

D
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
night 

the 
h
o
w
l
i
n
g
 

of 
the 

J
a
c
k
a
l
s
 

was 
h
e
a
r
d
 

just 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

the 
p
e
r
i
m
e
t
e
r
 

of 
the 

c
a
m
p
s
.
 

They 
were 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

for 
food 

- 
just 

the 
same 

the 
n
i
g
h
t
-
g
u
a
r
d
s
 

did 
not 

r
e
l
i
s
h

their 
task 

very 
m
u
c
h
.

In 
June 

the 
heat 

was 
u
n
b
e
a
r
a
b
l
e
.
 

S
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

were 
s
t
a
r
t
i
n
g
 

their 
daily 

t
r
a
i
n
i
n
g
 

at 
4 

o
'
c
l
o
c
k
 

in 
the 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

to 
be 

b
a
c
k
 

for 
eight 

and 
then 

relax 
(or 

slowly 
b
a
k
e
)
 

in 
their 

tents 
f
o
r
 

the 
rest 

of 
the 

day. 
To 

go 
for 

their 
meal 

to 
the 

k
i
t
c
h
e
n
 

w
a
s
 

a 
c
o
n
s
i
d
e
r
a
b
l
e
 

e
f
f
o
r
t
 

as 
it 

was 
to 

us 
all 

a
l
s
o
.
 

At 
seven 

i
n

«
the 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

we 
were 

s
t
a
r
t
i
n
g
 

our 
slow 

walk 
to 

the 
O
f
f
i
c
e
r
'
s
 

Mess 
for 

our 
b
r
e
a
k
f
a
s
t
,
 

even 
at 

this 
early 

hour 
the 

sun 
b
e
a
t
 

down 
m
e
r
c
i
l
e
s
s
l
y
.
 

Then 
our 

n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
s
 

the 
E
n
g
i
n
e
e
r
'
s
 

C
o
m
p
a
n
y
 

gave 
our 

tent 
a 

long 
soak 

with 
a 

hose 
from 

the 
w
at
er
 

t
a
n
k
.

On 
the 

well 
s
o
a
ke
d
 

rush 
m
a
t
t
i
n
g
 

on 
the 

g
r
o
un
d
 

we 
e
i
t
h
e
r
 

sat 
o
r
 

lay 
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

with 
damp 

s
h
e
e
t
s
 

and 
tried 

to 
s
u
r
v
i
v
e
.
 

A
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

e
x
h
a
u
s
t
i
n
g
 

s
t
r
o
i
ł
 

for 
l
u
n
c
h
,
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

rest 
u
n
t
i
l
 

b
l
i
s
s
f
u
l
 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

at 
last 

and 
for 

d
i
n
n
e
r
 

we 
all 

g
a
t
h
e
r
e
d
 

once 
again 

i
n
 

the 
M
e
s
s
.
 

It 
was 

cool 
e
n
ou
gh
 

t
o
.
s
i
t
 

down 
on 

the 
c
a
n
v
a
s
 

c
h
a
i
r
s
 

and 
have 

a 
c
i
v
i
l
i
s
e
d
 

chat 
at 

last, 
d
a
r
k
n
e
s
s
 

fell 
ą
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

b
u
t
 

that 
was 

the 
only 

time 
one 

could 
relax 

in 
this 

c
l
i
m
a
t
e
.

On 
S
u
n
d
a
y
s
 

there 
were 

trips 
some 

30 
mi
le
s 

away 
to 

t
h
e
 

River 
L
i
t
t
l
e
-
Z
a
b
.
 

On 
to 

a 
big 

lorry 
went 

f
o
l
d
i
n
g
 

c
h
a
i
r
s
,
 

b
e
n
c
h
e
s
 

and 
most 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

of 
all, 

a 
big 

t
h
e
r
m
o
s
 

fuli 
of 

c
o
l
d
 

d
r
i
n
k
s
,
 

also 
s
a
n
d
w
i
c
h
e
s
.
 

A
ft
e
r 

d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

for 
an 

hour 
or 

so 
t
h
e
 

river 
a
n
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 

i
t
se
lf
 

by 
a 

broa
d 

strip 
of 

green 
b
u
s
h
e
s
 

a
n
d
 

t
r
e
e
s
.
 

We 
had 

g
l
o
r
i
o
u
s
 

swims 
and 

lovely 
p
i
c
n
i
c
s
 

in 
the 

s
h
a
d
e
 

and 
so 

r
e
-
c
h
a
r
g
e
d
,
 

we 
r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

to 
c
a
m
p
.
 

M
e
a
n
w
h
i
l
e
 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

r
e
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

was 
under 

w
a
y
.

F
i
r
s
t
l
y
 

all 
the 

girls 
were 

taken 
away 

from 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

b
a
t
t
a
l
-
 

i
on
s,
 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
e
s
 

etc. 
and 

sent 
to 

a 
c
e
n
t
r
a
l
 

camp 
right 

at 
t
h
e
 

foot 
of 

that 
big 

K
i
r
k
u
k
 

oil 
r
e
f
i
n
e
r
y
.
 

All 
our 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

left 
b
e
h
i
n
d
 

and 
all 

young 
girls 

under 
18 

were 
sent 

to 
P
a
l
a
s
t
i
n
e
 

to 
s
c
h
o
o
l
 

to 
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
 

their 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

s
t
a
g
e
s
 

of 
e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

M
y
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

Hanka 
Z
w
i
e
r
z
a
n
s
k
a
,
 

Irka 
G
r
i
n
c
z
a
k
,
 

H
a
l
i
n
k
a
 

L
a
n
i
e
w
s
k
a
 

and 
many 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

said 
sad 

g
o
o
d
b
y
e
s
 

and 
left 

for 
N
a
z
a
r
e
t
.
 

W
e
 

felt 
r
a
t
h
e
r
 

sad 
and 

f
o
r
g
o
t
t
e
n
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

but 
not 

for 
l
o
n
g
.

On 
the 

third 
day 

a 
jeep 

fuli 
of 

our 
f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

from 
the 

6
t
h
 

PAL 
a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

for 
a 

short 
v
i
s
i
t
,
 

in 
fact 

it 
was 

a 
r
e
c
o
n
n
a
i
s
s
a
n
c
e
 

and 
was 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

nex.t 
day 

by 
a 

lorry 
loaded 

fuli 
of 

b
ox
es
 

o
f
 

f
r
u
i
t
,
 

cakes 
and 

other 
g
o
o
d
i
e
s
 

and 
also 

fuli 
of 

s
m
i
l
i
n
g
 

f
a
c
e
s
 

of 
f
a
i
t
h
f
u
l
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
.
 

As 
it 

was 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 

we 
all 

went 
to 

the 
r
i
v
e
r
 

once 
m
o
r
e
.

A
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

A
u
t
u
m
n
 

was 
a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
i
n
g
 

with 
it's 

a
wf
ul
 

h
a
m
s
i
n
s
.

We 
were 

in 
the 

m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
a 

d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

c
o
u
r
s
e
,
 

fuli 
of 

d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

p
r
a
c
t
i
c
e
 

trips 
over 

the 
e
n
d
l
e
s
s
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
.
 

There 
were 

also 
a 

l
o
t
 

of 
t
h
e
o
r
e
t
i
c
a
l
 

l
e
c
t
u
r
e
s
 

fuli 
of 

p
r
o
b
l
e
m
s
 

such 
as 

"What 
to 

d
o
 

if 
you 

don't 
know 

what 
to 

do?" 
We 

h
a
m
m
e
r
e
d
 

over 
and 

over 
a
g
a
i
n
 

on 
p
r
a
c
t
i
c
e
 

v
e
h
i
c
l
e
s
 

such 
as 

a 
3-ton 

open 
Ford 

with 
left 

h
a
n
d
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drive 
or 

a 
big 

Dodge 
with 

a 
right 

hand 
d
r
i
v
e
.
 

With 
one 

* 
b
e
h
i
n
d
 

a 
w
h
e
e
l
 

and 
an 

i
n
s
t
r
u
c
t
o
r
,
 

the 
rest 

s
t
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

on 
t
h
e
 

top 
and 

loudly 
p
r
a
y
i
n
g
 

(or 
more 

often 
c
r
i
t
i
c
i
s
i
n
g
)
, 

the 
p
o
o
r
 

idiot 
at 

the 
w
h
e
e
l
 

never 
had 

much 
e
n
c
o
u
r
a
g
e
m
e
n
t
 

and 
it 

d
i
d
 

not 
help 

to 
i
n
s
p
i
r
e
 

much 
c
o
n
f
i
d
e
n
c
e
.
 

When 
the 

next 
h
a
m
s
i
n
 

s
t
ruck 

all 
came 

to 
a 

h
a
l
t
,
 

even 
the 

k
i
t
c
h
e
n
s
 

were 
u
n
a
b
l
e
 

t
o
 

w
o
r
k
.
 

D
e
s
p
i
t
e
 

the 
very 

int.ense 
heat 

the 
tents 

had 
to 

b
e
 

t
i
g
h
t
l
y
 

c
l
o
s
e
d
 

in 
order 

to 
stop 

the 
d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

s
a
n
d
,
 

even 
so 

i
t
 

found 
its 

way 
into 

our 
h
a
i
r
,
 

e
y
e
s
,
 

mouth 
and 

c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

T
h
e
r
e
 

was 
no 

g
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
 

of 
any 

a
c
t
i
v
i
t
y
 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
,
 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

could 
b
e
 

seen 
a
n
y
w
a
y
,
 

the 
only 

thing 
to 

do 
was 

to 
sit 

it 
o
ut. 

A
f
t
e
r
 

the 
h
a
m
s
i
n
 

f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

c
e
a
s
e
d
,
 

as 
u
s
u
a
l
 

there 
was 

a 
g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

s
h
a
k
e
 

up, 
clean 

up 
and 

hair 
w
a
s
h
-
c
u
m
 

s
h
o
w
e
r
,
 

u
n
ti
l
 

the 
next 

o
n
e
!
 

Soon 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

move 
was 

on 
the 

a
g
e
n
d
a
,
 

this 
time 

to 
P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
.

We 
sure 

are 
going 

to 
see 

the 
world 

and 
again 

e
n
o
r
m
o
u
s
 

c
o
n
v
o
y
s
 

of 
l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

were 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
.
 

At 
dawn 

at 
the 

end 
o
f
 

S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
 

the 
long 

j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

b
e
g
a
n
.
 

Ei
gh
t 

days 
on 

the 
m
o
v
e
 

a
c
r
o
s
s
 

the 
I
r
a
g
u
i
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
,
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

J
o
r
d
a
n
 

to 
P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
,
 

t
h
e
 

thin 
r
i
b
b
o
n
 

of 
the 

t
a
r
m
a
c
 

road 
s
t
r
e
t
c
h
e
d
 

e
n
d
l
e
s
s
l
y
 

to 
t
h
e
 

h
o
r
i
z
o
n
 

where 
the 

s
h
i
m
m
e
r
i
n
g
 

w
a
t
e
r
 

p
r
o
m
i
s
e
d
 

some 
r
e
f
r
e
s
h
m
e
n
t
 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
hot 

and 
dry 

j
o
u
r
n
e
y
,
 

only 
there 

never 
was 

a
n
y
 

w
ater 

wh
er
e 

we 
h
o
p
e
d
,
 

it 
was 

s
imply 

a 
m
i
r
a
g
e
,
 

so 
at 

the 
e
n
d
 

of 
each 

day 
the 

p
r
e
-
a
r
r
a
n
g
e
d
 

o
v
e
r
n
i
g
h
t
 

camp 
a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
 

w
i
t
h
 

field 
k
i
t
c
h
e
n
s
 

ready 
with 

an 
e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

meal 
and 

rows 
of 

e
m
p
t
y
 

tents 
to 

r
e
c
e
i
v
e
 

weary 
t
r
a
v
e
l
l
e
r
s
.
 

The 
d
e
s
p
e
r
a
t
e
 

lack 
o
f
 

w
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

and 
h
y
g
i
e
n
e
 

f
a
c
i
l
i
t
i
e
s
,
 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y
 

for 
w
o
m
e
n
,
 

had 
t
o
 

be 
e
n
d
u
r
e
d
 

in 
s
i
l
e
n
c
e
.
 

This 
wo
rl
d 

was 
o
b
v
i
o
u
s
l
y
 

not 
m
e
a
n
t
 

or 
c
r
e
a
t
e
d
 

for 
w
o
m
e
n
.

A
f
t
e
r
 

u
n
l
o
a
d
i
n
g
 

our 
o
v
e
r
n
i
g
h
t
 

gear 
and 

a 
good 

n
i
g
h
t
'
s
 

sleep 
the 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

did 
not 

seem 
too 

bad
. 

A 
good 

b
r
e
a
k
f
a
s
t
 

then 
dry 

r
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

for 
the 

day 
and 

most 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
,
 

a 
fuli 

c
a
n
v
a
s
 

C
o
n
t
a
i
n
e
r
 

of 
w
a
te
r
 

plus 
a 

m
e
t
a
l
 

fiask 
with 

tea 
m
in
us
 

milk 
o
r
 

s
u
g
a
r
,
 

were 
a 

great 
h
e
l
p
.
 

W
at
er
 

was 
p
r
e
c
i
o
u
s
 

for 
d
r
i
n
k
i
n
g
 

but 
tea 

was 
b
e
t
t
e
r
 

for 
w
a
s
h
i
n
g
 

teeth 
and 

faces 
and 

was 
v
e
r
y
 

good 
i
n
d
e
e
d
.
 

Try 
to 

wash 
your 

teeth 
in 

milky 
t
ea
! 

On 
t
h
e
 

road 
a
g
a
i
n
.
 

The 
s
e
v
e
n
t
h
 

day 
was 

spent 
t
r
a
v
e
r
s
i
n
g
 

t
h
e
 

J
o
r
d
a
n
i
a
n
 

Black 
D
e
s
e
r
t
.
 

All 
the 

r
o
c
k
s
,
 

c
l
i
f
f
s
 

and 
sand 

w
e
r
e
 

black 
and 

l
oo
ke
d
 

very 
d
i
s
t
u
r
b
i
n
g
 

and 
m
e
n
a
c
i
n
g
.

In 
the 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

after 
s
u
n
s
e
t
 

the 
stop 

and 
order 

to 
d
i
s
e
m
-
 

bark 
c
a
m
e
.
 

There 
was 

s
o
m
e
t
h
i
n
g
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

in 
the 

air, 
e
v
e
n
 

the 
air 

was 
d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
!
 

My 
hair 

lost 
it's 

dry 
and 

l
i
f
e
l
e
s
s
 

f
e
e
l
i
n
g
,
 

b
e
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

soft 
and 

curly 
a
g
a
i
n
.
 

It 
was 

the 
h
u
m
i
d
i
t
y
 

in 
the 

a
t
m
o
s
p
h
e
r
e
 

- 
we 

must 
have 

f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

at 
t
h
e
 

P
r
o
m
i
s
e
d
 

Land 
of 

P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
 

on 
it's 

M
e
d
i
t
e
r
r
a
n
e
a
n
 

c
o
a
s
t
.
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The 
wind 

that 
blew 

came 
s
t
r
a
i
g
h
t
 

from 
the 

sea. 
As 

w
e
 

stood 
in 

b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

tali 
s
h
r
u
b
s
 

we 
w
o
n
d
e
r
e
d
 

at 
the 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

f
a
t
e
 

which 
had 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

us 
to 

the 
Dream 

Land 
of 

m
i
l
l
i
o
n
s
 

of 
J
e
w
s
 

from 
all 

over 
the 

w
o
r
l
d
.
 

The 
s
h
r
u
b
s
 

were 
o
r
a
n
g
e
s
,
 

we 
were 

i
n
 

the 
m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
a 

P
a
r
d
e
s
s
,
 

as 
they 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

their 
o
r
a
n
g
e
 

p
l
a
n
t
a
t
i
o
n
s
 

in 
P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
.
 

I 
s
u
d
d
e
n
l
y
 

u
n
d
e
r
s
t
o
o
d
 

the 
f
e
e
l
i
n
g
s
 

of 
this 

n
a
t
i
o
n
 

d
e
p
r
i
v
e
d
 

of 
their 

la
n
d,
 

left 
with 

l
o
n
g
i
n
g
s
 

a
n
d
 

d
r
e
a
m
s
 

and 
felt 

a 
lot 

of 
s
y
m
p
a
t
h
y
 

for 
t
h
e
m
.
 

They 
w
e
r
e
 

p
e
r
s
e
c
u
t
e
d
 

in 
many 

c
o
u
n
t
r
i
e
s
 

but 
we 

had 
yet 

to 
learn 

of 
t
h
e
 

e
x
t
e
n
t
 

by 
H
i
t
l
e
r
 

in 
E
u
r
o
p
ę
 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

this 
d
r
e
a
d
f
u
l
 

w
a
r
.
 

Even 
i
n
 

my 
own 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

we 
were 

much 
to 

blame 
for 

s
t
u
d
e
n
t
 

e
x
c
e
s
s
e
s
 

a
g
a
i
n
s
t
 

Jews 
whi

ch
 

were 
w
i
d
e
s
p
r
e
a
d
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
w
a
r
,
 

e
n
c
o
u
r
a
g
e
d
 

by 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

p
r
o
p
a
g
a
n
d
a
,
 

we 
were 

not 
as 

t
o
l
e
r
a
n
t
 

as 
we 

w
i
s
h
e
d
 

t
o
 

b
e
.

Our 
new 

camp 
was 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

the 
sm
al
i 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

of 
B
e
i
-
J
i
r
j
a
 

on 
the 

main 
road 

N
o
r
t
h
-
S
o
u
t
h
 

along 
the 

west 
coast 

of 
t
h
e
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

some 
10 

miles 
north 

of 
Gaza 

and 
some 

40 
mi
le
s 

south 
o
f
 

J
a
f
f
a
.
 

The 
camp 

was 
a
d
a
p
t
e
d
 

for 
a 

more 
c
i
v
i
l
i
s
e
d
 

way 
of 

l
i
f
e
 

than 
any 

up 
to 

now. 
There 

were 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

w
o
o
d
e
n
 

h
u
t
s
,
 

i
n
c
l
u
d
i
n
g
 

a 
s
h
o
w
e
r
 

room 
and 

many 
tents 

for 
s
l
e
e
p
i
n
g
.
 

Just 
a
c
r
o
s
s
 

t
h
e
 

road 
was 

a 
big 

c
i
n
e
m
a
 

and 
many 

good 
films 

we 
saw 

t
h
e
r
e
.
 

A 
f
e
w
 

miles 
a
c
r
o
s
s
 

the 
f
i
e
l
d
s
 

which 
we 

often 
c
r
o
s
s
e
d
 

on 
d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

p
r
a
c
t
i
c
e
 

was 
a 

s
p
l
e
n
d
i
d
 

b
e
a
c
h
,
 

p
o
p
u
l
a
t
e
d
 

by 
crabs 

a
l
o
n
e
.
 

I
t
 

was 
still 

warm 
e
n
o
u
g
h
 

to 
go 

s
w
i
m
m
i
n
g
 

in 
our 

spare 
time 

and 
a
 

tiny 
fresh 

wa
te
r 

s
tream 

made 
it's 

way 
into 

the 
sea 

at 
t
h
i
s
 

p
oi
nt
 

which 
was 

very 
handy 

for 
us 

to 
have 

a 
wash 

after 
a 

s
w
i
m
 

in 
the 

salty 
s
e
a
.

We 
c
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

on 
with 

our 
d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

l
e
s
s
o
n
s
 

on 
the 

s
t
r
e
t
c
h
 

o
f
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
 

b
e
h
i
n
d
 

our 
camp 

p
r
a
c
t
i
s
i
n
g
 

with 
i
m
a
g
i
n
a
r
y
 

s
t
r
e
e
t
s
,
 

g
a
r
a
g
e
s
 

and 
s
ą
u
a
r
e
s
 

m
a
r
k
e
d
 

with 
p
e
b
b
l
e
s
 

on 
the 

g
r
o
u
n
d
.
 

O
c
c
a
s
i
o
n
a
l
l
y
 

a 
h
e
s
i
t
a
n
t
 

trip 
was 

a
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

on 
a 

s
e
c
o
n
d
a
r
y
 

r
o
a
d
 

with 
no 

other 
t
r
a
f
f
i
c
,
 

e
n
c
o
u
n
t
e
r
i
n
g
 

d
o
n
k
e
y
s
 

or 
c
a
m
e
l
s
 

o
n
l
y
.

The 
rest 

of 
the 

time 
was 

our 
o
w
n
.

Often 
we 

c
a
u
g
h
t
 

a 
bus 

to 
G
a
z
a
,
 

R
e
h
o
v
o
t
h
 

or 
T
e
l
-
A
v
i
v
,
 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y
 

T
e
l
-
A
v
i
v
.
 

Not 
only 

was 
this 

the 
b
i
g
g
e
s
t
 

town 
a
p
a
r
t
 

from 
J
e
r
u
s
a
l
e
m
,
 

whi
ch
 

was 
a 

long 
way 

a
w
a
y
,
 

but 
my 

two 
u
n
c
l
e
s
 

were 
l
iving 

t
h
e
r
e
.
 

They 
were 

both 
too 

old 
for 

a
c
t
i
v
e
 

s
e
r
v
i
c
e
 

so 
they 

and 
many 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

like 
them 

moved 
to 

2nd 
g
r
o
u
p
,
 

s
o
 

c
a
l
l
e
d
,
 

or 
in 

other 
w
o
r
d
s
,
 

were 
r
e
t
i
r
e
d
 

on 
half 

s
alary 

to 
l
i
v
e
 

and 
wait 

for 
the 

war 
to 

e
n
d
.

We 
also 

went 
to 

J
e
r
u
s
a
l
e
m
 

s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

t
i
m
e
s
.
 

We 
were 

n
e
v
e
r
 

tired 
of 

e
x
p
l
o
r
i
n
g
 

a
n
c
i
e
n
t
 

s
i
t
e
s
,
s
o
 

well 
known 

to 
us 

all 
b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

up 
in 

the 
C
h
r
i
s
t
i
a
n
 

f
a
i
t
h
.
 

Our 
i
d
e
a
l
i
s
t
i
c
 

c
o
n
c
e
p
t
 

of 
r
e
l
i
g
i
i
o
n 24



r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

a 
s
e
ve
re
 

knock 
when 

we 
d
i
s
c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

the 
r
i
v
a
l
r
y
 

that-" 
I 

e
x
i
s
t
e
d
 

c
o
n
c
e
r
n
i
n
g
 

a
c
c
e
s
s
 

and 
d
i
v
i
s
i
o
n
 

of 
holy 

p
l
a
c
e
s
.
 

T
h
e
 

C
o
p
t
i
c
 

c
h
u
r
c
h
,
 

the 
O
r
t
h
o
d
o
x
 

c
h
u
r
c
h
,
 

C
a
t
h
o
l
i
c
 

c
h
u
rc
h
 

and 
a 

f
e
w
 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

wa
ge
d 

a 
c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
 

b
a
t
t
l
e
 

over 
who 

p
o
s
s
e
s
s
e
d
 

w
h
a
t
.
 

E
a
c
h
 

b
e
g
g
e
d
 

money 
from 

the 
t
o
u
r
i
s
t
s
 

and 
b
e
l
i
e
v
e
r
s
 

for 
their 

o
w
n
 

n
e
e
d
s
.
 

Then 
there 

was 
the 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

Blue 
M
o
s
g
u
e
,
 

the 
h
o
l
y
 

place 
of 

M
o
s
l
e
m
s
 

and 
on 

the 
other 

side 
was 

the 
J
e
w
i
s
h
 

W
a
i
l
i
n
g
 

W
a
l
l
,
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

f
a
m
o
u
s
 

p
l
a
c
e
.
 

Quite 
a 

c
o
n
c
e
n
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

o
f
 

H
o
l
i
n
e
s
s
 

of 
many 

k
i
n
d
s
,
 

all 
of 

them 
s
u
f
f
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

by 
c
o
m
m
e
r
c
i
a
l
 

e
n
c
r
o
a
c
h
m
e
n
t
,
 

a 
real 

eye 
o
p
e
n
e
r
 

for 
the 

t
h
i
n
k
i
n
g
 

m
i
n
d
.

The 
g
r
e
a
t
e
s
t
 

p
l
e
a
s
u
r
e
 

was 
a 

glut 
of 

o
r
a
n
g
e
s
 

and 
a
s
 

e
x
p
o
r
t
 

of 
these 

was 
h
a
l
t
e
d
 

due 
to 

the 
war

, 
they 

were 
sold 

f
o
r
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

On 
every 

S
t
re
et
 

c
o
rn
er
 

and 
by 

the 
side 

o
f
 

the 
roads 

were 
s
t
a
nd
s
 

with 
a 

"
s
ą
u
a
s
h
e
r
"
 

o
r
a
n
g
e
 

drink 
w
h
i
l
e
-
u
-
 

w
a
i
t
.
Yet 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

A
u
t
u
m
n
 

was 
c
l
o
s
i
n
g
 

in, 
cold 

n
i
g
h
t
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

r
e
p
l
a
c
i
n
g
 

balmy 
ones 

and 
sunny 

but 
crisp 

days 
f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
.
 

T
h
e
 

wild 
m
i
m
o
s
a
 

b
u
s
h
e
s
 

and 
f
e
a
t
h
e
r
y
 

p
e
p
p
e
r
 

trees 
were 

l
o
s
i
n
g
 

their 
l
e
a
v
e
s
.
 

There 
was 

talk 
of 

yet 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

m
o
v
e
,
 

this 
t
i
m
e
 

to 
Egypt 

...
A 

few 
days 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

our 
d
e
p
a
r
t
u
r
e
 

many 
p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

taken 
to 

c
o
m
m
e
m
o
r
a
t
e
 

our 
stay 

in 
P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
.
 

"Next 
d
o
o
r
"
 

t
o
 

us 
was 

the 
22nd 

C
o
m
p
a
n
y
 

of 
S
u
p
p
l
i
e
s
 

with 
their 

m
a
s
c
o
t
,
 

a 
b
e
a
r
 

c
a
l
le
d 

W
o
j
t
e
k
.
 

S
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

b
o
u
g
h
t
 

him 
from 

a 
P
e
r
s
i
a
n
 

boy 
w
h
o
 

had 
found 

him 
as 

a 
s
ma
li
 

cub 
in 

the 
P
e
r
s
i
a
n
 

h
il
ls
 

a
b
a
n
d
o
n
e
d
 

by 
his 

m
o
t
h
e
r
.
 

They 
took 

him 
to 

their 
h
e
a
r
t
s
 

and 
to 

t
h
e
i
r
 

t
e
n
t
s
.
 

Time 
went 

on 
and 

the 
l
i
t
tl
e
 

cub 
had 

grown 
into 

a 
b
i
g
 

brown 
bear 

with 
his 

own 
ą
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
.
 

Each 
time 

we 
m
ov
ed
 

h
e
 

also 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

pl
ac
e 

and 
was 

c
h
a
i
n
e
d
 

to 
a 

s
t
r
o
n
g
 

post 
and 

h
a
d
 

a 
p
e
r
m
a
n
e
n
t
 

k
e
e
p
e
r
.
 

W
o
j
t
e
k
 

was 
s
h
a
m
e
l
e
s
s
l
y
 

s
p
oi
lt
 

by 
e
v
e
r
y
-
 

body 
and 

d
e
v
e
l
o
p
e
d
 

a 
s
t
r
on
g
 

l
ik
in
g
 

for 
b
e
e
r
.
 

We 
b
o
r
r
o
w
e
d
 

him 
for 

a 
p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
i
c
 

s
e
s
s
i
o
n
 

and 
hedid 

not 
o
b
j
e
c
t
.

The 
next 

night 
I 

had 
the 

bad 
luck 

to 
be 

on 
s
en
tr
y 

d
u
t
y
 

at 
the 

main 
e
n
t
r
a
n
c
e
 

to 
the 

c
a
m
p
.
 

It 
was 

a 
very 

dark 
n
i
g
h
t
 

and 
the 

A
r
ab
s
 

from 
the 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

d
e
c
i
d
e
d
 

to 
raid 

our 
n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
s
 

arms 
s
t
o
r
ę
,
 

s
t
e
a
l
i
n
g
 

16 
r
i
f
l
e
s
.
 

This 
was 

a 
s
e
r
i
o
u
s
 

c
r
i
m
e
 

and 
a 

loss 
for 

us. 
The 

A
r
a
b
s
 

r
e
g
u
l
a
r
l
y
 

stole 
s
m
a
l
i
 

f
o
r
g
o
t
t
e
n
 

items 
on 

the 
guy 

ropes 
of 

our 
tents 

but 
we 

j
u
s
t
 

g
r
i
t
t
e
d
 

our 
teeth 

and 
c
u
r
s
e
d
 

our 
f
o
r
g
e
t
f
u
l
n
e
s
s
 

- 
this 

w
a
s
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
.
 

The 
m
i
l
i
t
a
r
y
 

p
o
l
i
c
e
 

d
e
s
c
e
n
d
e
d
 

on 
both 

our 
u
n
i
t
s
 

and 
g
r
i
l
l
e
d
 

e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

who 
was 

on 
duty 

that 
n
i
g
h
t
.
 

I 
was 

v
e
r
y
 

sorry 
that 

I 
did 

not 
see 

or 
hear 

a 
t
h
i
n
g
.
 

We 
all 

b
l
a
m
e
d
 

t
h
e
 

big 
d
r
u
n
k
e
n
 

bear 
for 

his 
lack 

of 
v
i
g
i
l
a
n
c
e
 

and 
plain 

i
n
g
r
a
t
-
 

itude 
for 

all 
the 

love 
and 

a
f
f
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

and 
beer 

l
a
v
i
s
h
e
d
 

on 
h
i
m
 

in 
the 

p
a
s
t
.
 

He 
did 

not 
b
o
t
h
e
r
 

to 
show 

any 
r
e
m
o
r
s
e
.

-
I
 

*
Egypt 

here 
we 

c
o
m
e
: 

two 
days 

on 
the 

road 
over 

t
h
e
 

i
n
e
v
i
t
a
b
l
e
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
.
 

We 
i
m
a
g
i
n
e
d
 

that 
it 

was 
the 

same 
r
o
u
t
e
 

Mary 
and 

J
os
e
f 

had 
t
r
a
v
e
l
l
e
d
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

two 
t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
 

y
ea
r
s 

a
g
o
.

We 
came 

to 
a 

halt 
at 

the 
Suez 

C
a
n
a
l
.
 

I'd 
s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

i
m
a
g
i
n
e
d
 

i
t
 

would 
be 

more 
i
m
p
o
s
i
n
g
 

but 
at 

this 
po
in
t 

there 
was 

an 
o
r
d
i
n
a
r
y
 

Bailey 
B
r
i
d
g
e
 

wh
er
e
 

the 
c
a
na
l
 

was 
guite 

narrow 
and 

in 
a 

m
i
n
u
t
ę
 

we 
were 

in 
the 

land 
of 

the 
P
h
a
r
a
o
h
s
.
 

Soon 
the 

road 
b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

u
s
 

to 
our 

d
e
s
t
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

- 
the 

camp 
of 

Q
u
a
s
s
a
s
i
n
.

In 
the 

f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
 

d
e
s
e
r
t
 

we 
j
o
in
ed
 

up 
with 

more 
units 

w
h
e
r
e
 

old 
f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

soon 
found 

u
s
,
g
i
v
i
n
g
 

m
o
r
a
ł
 

s
u
p
p
o
r
t
 

as 
u
s
u
a
l
.
 

O
n
e
 

very 
u
s
e
f
u
l
 

n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
 

was 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
 

N
o
.
2 

with 
it's 

d
e
n
t
i
s
t
r
y
 

d
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
,
 

w
he
r
e 

we 
were 

able 
to 

take 
a
d
v
a
n
t
a
g
e
 

of 
this 

a
n
d
 

do 
some 

r
e
p
a
i
r
s
 

to 
our 

very 
n
e
g
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

t
e
e
t
h
,
 

c
a
us
ed
 

by 
o
u
r
 

s
o
j
o
u
r
n
 

in 
R
u
s
s
i
a
.
 

Our 
g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

h
e
a
l
t
h
 

owing 
to 

our 
youth 

a
n
d
 

an 
a
d
e
g
u
a
t
e
 

diet 
was 

g
o
o
d
,
 

at 
least 

those 
who 

s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
.
 

E
v
e
n
 

m
a
l
a
r
i
a
 

in 
the 

cool 
of 

the 
w
i
n
t
e
r
 

did 
not 

b
o
t
h
e
r
 

us 
too 

m
u
c
h
.

A
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

round 
of 

s
i
g
h
t
-
s
e
e
i
n
g
 

was 
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
.
 

There 
w
a
s
 

a 
three 

hour 
drive 

to 
Cairo 

with 
its 

u
n
i
g
u
e
 

sites 
such 

as 
t
h
e
 

A
l
a
b
a
s
t
e
r
 

M
o
s
ą
u
e
,
 

City 
of 

the 
Dead 

or 
the 

n
e
i
g
h
b
o
u
r
i
n
g
 

G
i
z
a
h
 

with 
its 

S
p
h
i
n
x
 

and 
P
y
r
a
m
i
d
s
.
 

T
he
re
 

was 
a 

short 
trip 

t
o
 

S
a
c
c
a
r
a
 

the 
f
a
m
o
u
s
 

s
t
e
p
p
e
d
 

P
y
r
a
m
i
d
 

and 
u
n
f
i
n
i
s
h
e
d
 

S
p
h
i
n
x
 

s
t
i
l
l
 

lying 
on 

the 
g
r
o
u
n
d
;
 

n
e
a
r
e
r
 

was 
the 

s
m
a
l
l
e
r
 

town 
of 

I
s
m
a
i
l
i
a
.

One 
day 

we 
drove 

there 
to 

have 
our 

p
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
s
 

taken 
as 

t
h
e
y
 

were 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 

for 
our 

brand 
new 

d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

l
i
c
e
n
c
e
s
,
 

which 
test 

h
a
d
 

been 
taken 

r
e
c
e
n
t
l
y
.
 

Very 
proud 

of 
our 

a
c
h
i
e
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

a 
group 

o
f
 

us 
went 

to 
c
e
l
e
b
r
a
t
e
 

at 
an 

o
p
e
n
-
t
o
p
 

c
i
n
e
m
a
 

to 
see 

an 
old 

b
u
t
 

lovely 
f
i
l
m
.
 

The 
p
l
e
a
s
u
r
e
 

was 
short 

l
i
v
e
d
,
 

the 
night 

was 
c
o
l
d
,
 

the 
s
t
ro
ng
 

wind 
i
n
v
a
d
e
d
 

the 
m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
the 

a
u
d
i
t
o
r
i
u
m
 

and 
t
h
e
 

s
c
r
ee
n 

was 
b
a
r
e
l
y
 

v
i
s
i
b
l
e
.
 

Cold 
and 

d
i
s
a
p
p
o
i
n
t
e
d
 

we 
r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

to 
our 

t
e
n
t
s
.

A
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

was 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

- 
1
9
4
3
.
 

Once 
again 

a
f
t
e
r
 

M
i
d
n
i
g
h
t
 

Mass 
with 

the 
Bear 

W
o
j
t
e
k
,
 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
 

too, 
we 

all 
w
i
s
h
e
d
 

the 
same 

w
i
s
h
:
 

to 
spend 

the 
next 

one 
with 

our 
n
e
a
r
e
s
t
 

a
n
d
 

d
e
a
r
e
s
t
 

back 
h
o
m
e
.
 

The 
c
o
m
p
u
l
s
o
r
y
 

t
o
u
r
i
s
m
 

was 
a 

bit 
too 

m
u
c
h
,
 

it 
had 

its 
c
o
m
p
e
n
s
a
t
i
o
n
s
,
 

that 
of 

s
e
e
i
n
g
 

p
l
a
c
e
s
 

which 
o
t
h
e
r
w
i
s
e
 

not 
many 

of 
us 

w
ou
ld
 

be 
able 

to 
even 

dream 
of 

s
e
e
i
n
g
.
 

I 
f
o
r
go
t 

to 
m
e
n
t
i
o
n
 

that 
when 

still 
in 

P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
 

we 
v
i
s
i
t
e
d
 

B
e
t
h
l
e
h
e
m
,
 

the 
Dead 

Sea 
and 

J
e
r
i
c
h
o
.
 

The 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

d
e
a
dl
y
 

h
e
a
t
 

of 
the 

d
e
p
r
e
s
s
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

Dead 
Sea 

was 
in 

stark 
c
o
n
t
r
a
s
t
 

w
i
t
h
 

the 
shady 

green 
oasis 

of 
J
e
r
i
c
h
o
,
 

w
h
er
e
 

some 
m
on
k
s 

c
u
l
t
i
v
a
t
e
d
 

g
a
r
d
e
n
s
 

with 
the 

help 
of 

w
at
er
 

from 
the 

River 
Jordan..

Back 
in 

Egypt 
s
e
r
i
o
u
s
 

talk 
of 

going 
to 

the 
front 

was 
t
h
e
 

main 
topie 

of 
all 

c
o
n
v
e
r
s
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

Our 
Army 

now 
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
e
d
 

as 
t
h
e
 

2nd 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

Corps 
under 

G
e
n
e
r
a
l
 

A
n
d
e
r
'
s
 

c
o
m
m
a
n
d
,
 

t
r
a
i
n
e
d
 

in 
t
h
e
 

use 
of 

m
o
d
e
r
n
 

a
r
m
a
m
e
n
t
s
 

was 
ready 

for 
c
o
m
b
a
t
.
 

The 
girls 

b
e
s
i
d
e
s 25



w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

N
u
r
s
i
n
g
 

S
e
r
v
i
c
e
 

in 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

Army 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
s
 

or 
!_ j 

in 
the 

S
e
c
r
e
t
a
r
i
a
l
 

s
e
r
v
i
c
e
 

at 
the 

Army 
H
e
a
d
g
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
, 

w
e
r
e
 

g
r
o
u
p
e
d
 

in 
two 

big 
T
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

C
o
m
p
a
n
i
e
s
 

and 
one 

M
o
b
i
l
e
 

C
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

C
o
m
p
a
n
y
.
 

I 
was 

in 
the 

lat
te
r 

o
ne. 

We 
also 

had 
to 

f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
-
 

ise 
o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

with 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

types 
of 

hand 
w
e
a
p
o
n
s
 

such 
a
s
 

h
a
n
d
-
g
r
e
n
a
d
e
s
,
 

T
o
m
m
y
-
g
u
n
s
,
 

p
i
s
t
o
l
s
,
 

r
i
f
l
e
s
 

and 
had 

f
r
e
g
u
e
n
t
 

p
r
a
c
t
i
c
e
 

with 
most 

of 
t
h
e
s
e
.
 

We 
p
r
a
y
e
d
 

to 
God 

not 
to 

h
a
v
e
 

to 
use 

any 
of 

them 
in 

real 
life 

e
v
e
r
.

THE 
RO

AD 
TO 

IT
A

L
Y

In 
early 

F
e
b
r
u
a
r
y
 

1944 
the 

girls 
of 

the 
two 

T
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

C
o
m
p
a
n
i
e
s
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

our 
camp 

in 
l
o
a
d
i
n
g
 

order 
to 

t
a
k
e
 

us 
all 

to 
a 

r
a
i
l
w
a
y
 

s
t
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

there 
on 

to 
the 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

t
r
a
i
n
 

for 
a 

fair
ly
 

short 
j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

to 
a 

very 
big 

p
o
r
t
,
 

A
l
e
x
a
n
d
r
i
a
.
 

N
ev
er
 

in 
my 

life 
had 

I 
seen 

so 
many 

s
h
i
p
s
,
 

m
a
i
n
l
y
 

w
a
r
s
h
i
p
s
 

all 
p
a
i
n
t
e
d
 

grey 
s
t
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

there 
e
n
o
r
m
o
u
s
l
y
 

tali 
and 

m
e
n
a
c
i
n
g
.
 

There 
was 

no 
doubt 

that 
the 

war 
was 

n
e
a
r
.
 

Our 
o
r
d
e
r
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

to 
e
m
b
a
r
k
 

on 
one 

of 
t
h
e
m
.
 

C
a
r
r
y
i
n
g
 

all 
our 

m
i
l
i
t
a
r
y
 

g
e
a
r
 

plus 
one 

or 
two 

s
ma
li
 

s
u
i
t
c
a
s
e
s
 

a
c
g
u
i
r
e
d
 

d
u
r
i
n
g
 

the 
long 

s
t
a
y
 

in 
Irag 

we 
c
l
i
m
b
e
d
 

up 
to 

a 
d
e
c
k
.
 

Soon 
the 

e
n
g
i
n
e
s
 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

t
h
r
o
b
b
i
n
g
 

and 
we 

were 
u
nd
er
 

w
a
y
.
 

We 
were 

part 
of 

a 
b
i
g
 

c
o
n
v
o
y
.
 

The 
m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
the 

c
o
n
vo
y
 

one 
after 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
,
c
o
n
s
i
s
t
e
d
 

of 
large 

ocean 
going 

ships 
now 

c
a
r
r
y
i
n
g
 

t
r
o
o
p
s
.
 

In 
front 

o
f
 

us 
s
a
il
ed
 

a 
h
a
n
d
s
o
m
e
 

one, 
we 

could 
just 

make 
out 

her 
n
a
m
e
,
 

S
t
e
f
a
n
 

B
a
t
o
r
y
,
 

the 
new 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

ocean 
liner 

c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
d
 

j
u
s
t
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
w
a
r
,
 

now 
it 

s
e
r
v
e
d
 

the 
c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

in 
a 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

w
a
y
.
 

On 
both 

sides 
near 

the 
h
o
r
i
z
o
n
 

the 
smali 

d
e
s
t
r
o
y
e
r
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

b
u
s
i
l
y
 

p
a
t
r
o
l
i
n
g
 

the 
area 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

for 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

s
u
b
m
a
r
i
n
e
s
.
 

T
h
e
 

order 
on 

d
ec
ks
 

was 
not 

to 
s
m
o
k
e
,
 

not 
to 

show 
any 

l
i
g
h
t
s
,
 

n
o
 

n
o
i
s
e
,
 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

wear 
life 

j
a
c
k
e
t
s
 

and 
g
e
n
e
r
a
l
l
y
 

be 
a
l
e
r
t
.
 

T
h
e
 

c
o
n
v
o
y
s
 

c
o
u
r
s
e
 

was 
a 

z
i
g
-
z
a
g
 

to 
avoid 

d
e
t
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

by 
t
h
e
 

G
e
r
m
a
n
s
,
 

p
a
r
t
i
c
u
l
a
r
l
y
 

in 
the 

area 
of 

C
r
e
t
e
.
 

On 
the 

f
o
u
r
t
h
 

day 
a 

big 
b
a
r
r
a
g
e
 

of 
f
l
o
a
t
i
n
g
 

b
a
l
l
o
o
n
s
 

a
d
v
e
r
t
i
s
e
d
 

the 
I
t
a
l
i
a
n
 

port 
of 

T
a
r
a
n
t
o
 

in 
the 

bay 
of 

the 
same 

n
a
m
e
.

ITA
LY 

- 
F

E
B

R
U

A
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D
e
s
p
i
t
e
 

r
e
g
u
l
a
r
 

air 
a
t
t
a
c
k
s
 

by 
the 

G
e
r
m
a
n
 

L
u
f
t
w
a
f
f
e
 

o
u
r
 

l
a
n
d
i
n
g
 

and 
d
i
s
e
m
b
a
r
k
a
t
i
o
n
 

p
r
o
c
e
e
d
e
d
 

safe
ly
 

and 
soon 

all 
o
u
r
 

C
o
m
p
a
n
y
 

was 
a
l
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

dry 
g
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
 

of 
a 

k
i
n
d
.
 

It 
was 

g
o
o
d
 

to 
be 

on 
dry 

land, 
in 

c
o
m
p
a
r
a
t
i
v
e
 

s
afety 

from 
the 

s
u
b
m
a
r
i
n
e
s
 

even 
if 

not 
from 

the 
L
u
f
t
w
a
f
f
e
.
 

K
n
o
w
i
n
g
 

that 
we 

were 
not 

a
 

very 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

t
a
r
g
e
t
,
 

b
e
in
g
 

well 
o
u
t
s
i
d
e
 

T
a
t
a
n
t
o
,
 

a 
b
i
g
 

m
i
l
i
t
a
r
y
 

p
o
s
t
,
 

we 
s
t
a
y
e
d
 

saf
el
y 

in 
a 

large 
b
a
r
n
-
l
i
k
e
 

h
o
u
s
e

a
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

o
r
d
e
r
s
 

in 
r
e
o
r
g
a
n
i
s
a
t
i
o
n
. 

Our 
C
o
m
p
a
n
y
 

o
f
 

the 
Field

 
C
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

as 
it 

was 
f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

c
a
l
l
e
d
,
 

s
hrank 

to 
only 

5
4
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
,
 

out 
of 

those 
10 

s
i
n
gl
e
 

units 
of 

4 
gi
rl
s 

each 
w
a
s
 

for
me
d 

and 
a
l
l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

to 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

b
a
t
t
a
l
i
o
n
s
 

in 
the 

2nd 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

C
o
r
p
s
.
 

Each 
c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

unit 
was 

given 
a 

n
u
m
b
e
r
,
 

a 
big 

3
-
t
o
n
 

lorry 
and 

o
r
d
e
r
s
 

to 
r
e
p
o
r
t
 

to 
a 

c
e
r
t
a
i
n
 

p
la
ce
 

and 
an 

army 
u
n
i
t
.
 

Our 
first 

a
s
s
i
g
n
m
e
n
t
 

was 
a 

few 
m
il
e
s 

off 
T
a
r
a
n
t
o
 

to 
h
e
l
p
 

s
o
r
t
i
n
g
 

out 
NA
AF
I
 

g
o
o
d
i
e
s
 

f
r
e
s
h
l
y
 

c
o
l
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

from 
the 

big 
B
r
i
t


ish 
storę 

and 
p
r
e
p
a
r
e
 

them 
for 

d
i
s
t
r
i
b
u
t
i
o
n
 

to 
our 

u
n
i
t
s
.

Here 
was 

our 
first 

c
o
n
t
a
c
t
 

with 
the 

B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

at 
t
h
a
t
 

base 
and 

the 
s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

r
i
t
u
a
l
 

of 
a 

"
c
u
p
p
a
"
 

was 
very 

k
i
n
d
l
y
 

o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

by 
them 

after 
l
o
a
d
i
n
g
 

our 
l
o
r
r
y
.
 

It 
was 

s
t
r
o
n
g
 

a
n
d
 

hot, 
very 

w
e
l
c
o
m
e
 

in 
the 

c
i
r
c
u
m
s
t
a
n
c
e
s
 

as 
the 

day 
was 

c
o
l
d
,
 

d
r
i
z
z
l
y
 

and 
m
i
s
e
r
a
b
l
e
.
 

The 
month 

was 
F
e
b
r
u
a
r
y
,
 

the 
rains 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
 

and 
tents 

(yes, 
a
g
a
i
n
)
 

s
lo
wl
y
 

sank 
into 

the 
m
u
d
d
y
 

g
r
o
u
n
d
,
 

only 
the 

pink 
b
l
o
s
s
o
m
 

of 
the 

a
l
m
o
n
d
 

trees 
i
n
d
i
c
a
t
e
d
 

the 
a
p
p
r
o
a
c
h
i
n
g
 

S
p
r
i
n
g
.

One 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

when 
e
m
e
r
g
i
n
g
 

from 
the 

cold 
and 

muddy 
tent 

I 
n
o
t
i
c
e
d
 

a 
s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

grey 
p
o
w
d
e
r
 

all 
over 

the 
roofs 

of 
all 

o
u
r
 

t
e
n
t
s
,
 

trees 
and 

other 
o
b
j
e
c
t
s
.
 

Only 
much 

later 
we 

l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

that 
the 

great 
V
e
s
u
v
i
o
 

had 
e
r
u
p
t
e
d
 

on 
that 

day 
and 

s
h
o
w
e
r
e
d
 

ash 
for 

mi
le
s 

and 
m
il
e
s 

a
r
o
u
n
d
.

S
h
o
r
t
l
y
 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

we 
left 

P
a
l
e
s
t
i
n
e
 

we 
had 

the 
c
h
a
nc
e
 

o
f
 

s
e
n
d
i
n
g
 

s
t
a
n
d
a
r
d
 

p
a
r
c
e
l
s
 

c
o
n
t
a
i
n
i
n
g
 

m
e
d
i
c
i
n
e
s
 

to 
P
o
l
a
n
d
,
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
Red 

Cr
os
s 

and 
e
v
e
r
y
b
o
d
y
 

did 
so, 

and 
a 

s
t
a
n
d
a
r
d
 

card 
i
n
 

G
e
r
m
a
n
 

c
o
n
f
i
r
m
i
n
g
 

d
e
l
i
v
e
r
y
 

r
e
a
c
h
e
d
 

me 
with 

my 
s
t
e
p
-
m
o
t
h
e
^
s
 

s
i
g
n
a
t
u
r
e
 

which 
was 

a 
sign 

that 
at 

least 
they 

were 
at 

h
o
m
e
,
 

b
u
t
 

how 
s
a
f
e
?

N
e
a
r
b
y
 

in 
the 

l
i
tt
le
 

I
t
a
l
i
a
n
 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

a 
f
r
i
e
n
d
l
y
 

A
r
t
i
l
l
e
r
y
 

b
a
t
t
a
l
i
o
n
 

was 
s
i
t
u
a
t
e
d
.
 

The 
v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n
 

w
a
t
c
h
e
d
 

e
v
e
r
y
-
 

bo
dy
s 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

often 
r
e
c
e
i
v
i
n
g
 

some 
food 

and 
c
h
o
c
o
l
a
t
e
 

a
n
d
 

were 
also 

l
e
a
r
n
i
n
g
 

the 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
.
 

A 
song 

"
A
n
t
o
n
i
 

K
o
c
i
u
b
i
n
s
k
i
"
 

was 
heard 

far 
and 

wide 
sung 

by 
the 

l
i
tt
le
 

u
r
c
h
i
n
s
.
 

F
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

from 
6th 

PAL 
were 

o
r
g
a
n
i
s
i
n
g
 

a 
l
i
tt
le
 

p
ar
ty
 

in 
o
u
r
 

h
o
n
o
u
r
 

m
a
i
nl
y
 

in 
the 

form 
of 

p
o
t
a
t
o
 

cakes 
made 

to 
an 

o
l
d
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

r
e
c
i
p
e
 

- 
g
r
a
t
e
d
 

raw 
p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

plus 
g
r
a
t
e
d
 

o
n
i
o
n
s
,
 

s
o
m
e
 

salt 
and 

p
e
p
p
e
r
 

and 
s
p
o
o
n
f
u
l
 

by 
s
p
o
o
n
f
u
l
 

fried 
in 

a 
l
i
tt
le 

o
i
l
.
 

It 
was 

d
e
l
i
c
i
o
u
s
,
 

going 
e
x
t
r
e
m
e
l
y
 

w
ell 

with 
C
h
i
a
n
t
i
 

and 
o
t
h
e
r
 

I
t
a
l
i
a
n
 

w
i
n
e
s
.
 

This 
g
a
s
t
r
o
n
o
m
i
c
a
l
 

feast 
h
e
l
p
e
d
 

us 
to 

f
o
r
g
e
t
 

the 
m
i
s
e
r
a
b
l
e
 

c
a
m
p
.
 

The 
g
r
o
u
n
d
 

was 
wet 

and 
our 

camp 
beds 

w
e
r
e
 

slo
wl
y 

s
i
n
k
i
n
g
 

into 
the 

m
ud
. 

Our 
t
r
a
v
e
l
s
 

in 
Italy 

had 
o
n
l
y
 

just 
s
t
a
r
t
e
d
.
 

New 
o
r
d
e
r
s
 

came 
to 

get 
ready 

for 
the 

big 
m
o
v
e
 

to 
the 

N
o
r
t
h
.
 

I
n
c
l
u
d
e
d
 

in 
the 

long 
c
o
l
u
mn
 

of 
army 

c
o
n
v
o
y
s
 

w
a
s
 

my 
F
ir
st
 

M
o
b
i
l
e
 

C
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

(read:
 

t
h
u
n
d
e
r
^
n
g
 

l
o
r
r
y
)
. 

D
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

o
n
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the 
n
ar
ro
w
 

and 
steep 

I
t
a
l
i
a
n
 

roads 
was 

very 
d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
fiat 

d
e
s
e
r
t
.
 

With 
me, 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

in 
the 

cabin 
was 

my 
f
a
i
t
h
-
 

ful 
f
r
i
e
n
d
 

M
a
r
y
s
i
a
 

and 
s
o
m
e
h
o
w
 

with 
much 

l
a
b
o
r
i
o
u
s
 

d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

we 
r
e
a
c
h
e
d
 

the 
first 

p
o
s
t
,
 

a 
little 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

on 
top 

of 
a 

h
i
l
l
 

(as 
u
s
u
a
l
 

in 
I
t
a
l
y
)
 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

M
a
c
h
i
a
g
o
d
e
n
a
.
 

A 
week 

l
a
t
e
r
 

a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

order 
came 

to 
move 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

north 
to 

S
y
l
v
o
n
e
,
 

in 
t
h
e
 

h
i
g
h
e
r
 

rangę 
of 

h
i
l
l
s
.
 

It 
was 

the 
first 

front 
line 

w
h
e
r
e
 

we 
came 

under 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

s
h
e
l
l
i
n
g
,
 

wh
ic
h 

was 
not 

in 
our 

p
l
a
n
s
 

a
t
 

all. 
It 

was 
e
x
p
l
a
i
n
e
d
 

later 
that 

the 
c
a
r
e
l
e
s
s
 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

o
f
 

some 
t
r
o
o
p
s
 

had 
a
t
t
r
a
c
t
e
d
 

the 
enemy 

f
i
r
e
.
 

The 
next 

day, 
o
r
 

r
a
th
e
r 

the 
n
i
g
h
t
,
 

the 
w
ho
l
e 

unit 
along 

with 
us 

and 
our 

b
i
g
 

lorry 
had 

to 
c
h
a
n
g
e
 

p
o
s
i
t
i
o
n
s
.
 

The 
move 

had 
to 

be 
done 

u
n
d
e
r
 

cover 
of 

d
a
r
k
n
e
s
s
.

D
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

dark 
on 

the 
t
w
i
s
t
i
n
g
 

n
ar
ro
w
 

road 
w
i
t
h
 

steep 
h
i
l
l
s
i
d
e
 

on 
the 

r
i
g
h
t
,
 

a 
steep 

drop 
on 

the 
left 

and 
n
o
 

l
ig
ht
s 

p
e
r
m
i
t
t
e
d
,
 
was 

not 
my 

idea 
of 

t
r
a
v
e
l
l
i
n
g
.
 

L
i
g
h
t
s
 

were 
a
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

on 
the 

u
n
d
e
r
s
i
d
e
 

of 
the 

v
e
h
i
c
l
e
 

on 
t
h
e
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
i
a
l
,
 

to 
show 

the 
f
o
l
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

d
r
i
v
e
r
 

the 
d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
.
 

I 
with 

my 
new 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

D
od
ge
 

was 
not 

shown 
the 

p
o
s
i
t
i
o
n
 

a
n
d
 

m
e
a
n
i
n
g
 

of 
v
a
r
i
o
u
s
 

k
no
bs
 

and 
s
w
i
t
c
h
e
s
 

and 
at 

the 
first 

s
t
o
p
 

my 
f
o
l
l
o
w
e
r
 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
 

gave 
me 

a 
t
o
r
r
e
n
t
 

of 
t
e
r
r
i
b
l
e
 

c
u
r
s
e
s
 

i
n
 

l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 

I 
did 

not 
even 

know 
e
x
i
s
t
e
d
,
 

b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 

I 
had 

n
e
g
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

to 
show 

that 
all 

i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

l
i
g
h
t
.
 

He 
did 

not 
r
e
a
l
i
s
e
 

t
h
a
t
 

b
e
h
i
n
d
 

the 
w
h
e
e
l
 

was 
a 

girl 
5'2" 

tali 
and 

only 
when 

I 
a
s
k
e
d
 

him 
to 

show 
w
hi
ch
 

s
w
i
tc
h
 

to 
p
r
e
s
s
,
 

his 
a
p
o
l
o
g
i
e
s
 

were 
o
v
e
r
-
 

w
h
e
l
m
i
n
g
.
 

Even 
so 

I 
was 

lost 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

times 
in 

the 
d
a
r
k
,
 

c
o
m
i
n
g
 

to 
cross 

roads 
was 

the 
w
o
rs
t
 

not 
k
n
o
w
i
n
g
 

w
hi
ch
 

way 
t
o
 

t
u
r
n
,
 

one 
way 

w
o
ul
d
 

s
u
re
ly
 

lead 
to 

G
e
r
m
a
n
s
,
 

the 
other 

t
o
 

s
a
f
e
t
y
,
 

but 
soon 

the 
dawn 

came 
and 

the 
w
h
ol
e
 

c
o
l
um
n
 

p
r
o
g
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

v
a
l
l
e
y
 

of 
the 

River 
V
o
l
t
u
r
n
o
,
 

o
v
e
r
 

the 
B
r
i
d
g
e
 

of 
25 

A
r
c
h
e
s
 

to 
the 

other 
side 

in 
the 

g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

d
i
r
e
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

m
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

L
e
t
i
n
o
.

This 
road 

is 
the 

most 
lov

el
y 

in 
I
t
a
l
y
.
 

It 
c
l
i
m
b
s
 

w
i
t
h
 

very 
sharp 

b
en
d
s 

on 
a
l
m
o
s
t
 

the 
sheer 

side 
of 

a 
high 

m
o
u
n
t
a
i
n
 

to 
a 

p
a
s
s
.
 

In 
many 

p
l
a
c
e
s
 

our 
large 

l
o
r
r
i
e
s
 

had 
to 

back 
u
p
 

twice 
(or 

like 
me) 

even 
three 

t
i
m
e
s
,
 

to 
take 

a 
bend 

and 
the 

r_ 
fact 

that 
very 

often 
the 

road 
was 

r
u
i
n
e
d
 

by 
m
in
e
s 

did 
n
o
t
 

help 
m
u
c
h
.
 

F
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

we 
came 

to 
a 

halt 
on 

the 
fiat 

m
e
a
d
o
w
 

o
f
 

the 
p
a
s
s
.
 

Poor 
M
a
r
y
s
i
a
 

j
u
m
pe
d
 

out 
of 

the 
cabin 

and 
a
s
k
e
d
 

the 
first 

s
o
l
d
i
e
r
 

for 
two 

c
i
g
a
r
e
t
t
e
s
,
 

one 
for 

h
e
r
s
e
l
f
,
 

t
h
e
 

other 
for 

me 
in 

order 
to 

calm 
our 

f
ra
ye
d
 

n
e
r
v
e
s
.
 

Only 
t
h
e
n
 

tears 
b
eg
a
n 

to 
roli 

down 
my 

f
a
c
e
.
 

M
a
r
y
s
i
a
 

a
d
m
i
t
t
e
d
 

that 
s
h
e
 

had 
p
r
a
y
e
d
 

for 
our 

lorry 
to 

t
u
m
b
i
e
 

down 
in 

the 
s
t
e
e
p
e
s
t
 

p
a
r
t
 

and 
be 

s
m
a
s
h
e
d
 

to 
bits 

with 
both 

of 
us 

k
i
l
l
e
d
 

in 
order 

t
o

stop 
my 

t
e
r
r
i
f
i
e
d
 

d
r
i
v
i
n
g
 

and 
her 

pain 
of 

w
a
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

me 
h
e
l
p
-
 

l
e
s
s
l
y
.
 

L
u
c
k
i
l
y
 

M
a
r
y
s
i
a
'
s
 

p
r
a
y
e
r
s
 

were 
not 

a
n
s
w
e
r
e
d
 

a
n
d
 

s
h
o
r
t
l
y
 

on 
a 

much 
b
e
t
t
e
r
 

s
t
r
e
t
c
h
 

of 
road 

we 
a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

at 
L
e
t
i
n
o
 

wh
e
re
 

the 
road 

ended 
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
l
y
.
 

There 
with 

the 
unit 

we 
w
e
r
e
 

a
t
t
a
c
h
e
d
 

to 
we 

r
e
s
t
e
d
 

for 
two 

w
e
e
k
s
,
 

f
r
e
g
u
e
n
t
l
y
 

v
i
s
i
t
e
d
 

b
y
 

our 
f
a
i
t
h
f
u
l
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

from 
the 

A
r
t
i
l
l
e
r
y
.

The 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

in 
this 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
,
 

b
ei
n
g 

fai
rl
y 

i
s
o
l
a
t
e
d
,
 

d
i
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

much 
from 

the 
v
a
l
l
e
y
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
.
 

First 
their 

c
l
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

wh
ic
h 

was 
very 

c
o
l
o
u
r
f
u
l
,
 

was 
made 

of 
h
o
m
e
-
s
p
u
n
 

and 
dyed 

w
o
o
l
 

with 
lovely 

r
e
s
u
l
t
s
.
 

They 
also 

c
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

l
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

b
a
g
s
,
 

c
o
n
t
a
i
n
e
r
s
 

and 
other 

o
r
n
a
m
e
n
t
s
 

all 
made 

by 
local 

c
r
a
f
t
s
m
e
n
.
 

C
i
v
i
l
i
s
a
t
i
o
n
 

came 
in 

the 
form 

of 
a 

local 
man 

who 
had 

s
p
e
n
t
 

s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

ye
ar
s 

in 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
,
 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

back 
some 

money 
and 

b
u
i
l
t
 

h
i
m
s
e
l
f
 

a 
ho
us
e 

in 
which 

we 
had 

the 
good 

luck 
to 

be 
b
i
l
l
e
t
e
d
.
 

It 
had 

a 
t
o
i
l
e
t
 

and 
r
u
n
n
i
n
g
 

w
a
t
e
r
,
 

o
t
h
e
r
w
i
s
e
 

the 
p
la
c
e 

was 
s
o
 

i
s
o
l
a
t
e
d
 

we 
could 

have 
been 

in 
the 

H
i
m
a
l
a
y
a
s
.

A
p
r
i
l
 

was 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

to 
an 

e
nd. 

A 
new 

order 
came 

to 
m
o
v
e
 

again 
with 

a 
short 

stay 
in 

C
o
l
e
m
a
c
c
h
i
a
,
 

then 
in 

C
a
p
r
i
a
t
i
.
 

O
u
r
 

c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

and 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

one 
Nr 

2 
was 

s
e
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

for 
d
u
t
i
e
s
 

in 
t
h
e
 

area 
of 

Mo
nt
e 

C
a
s
s
i
n
o
 

a 
l
it
tl
e 

v
i
l
l
a
g
e
 

b
e
y
o
n
d
 

the 
h
il
ls
 

- 
A
g
u
a
f
o
n
d
a
t
a
.
 

Th
er
e 

with 
the 

girls 
from 

c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

Nr 
2 

we 
s
p
e
n
t
 

the 
very 

first 
and 

u
n
c
o
m
f
o
r
t
a
b
l
e
 

n
i
g
h
t
.
 

The 
main 

r
e
a
so
n
 

w
a
s
 

not 
the 

c
r
a
m
p
e
d
 

c
o
n
d
i
t
i
o
n
s
 

but 
the 

c
o
n
s
t
a
n
t
 

and 
d
e
a
f
e
n
i
n
g
 

noise 
of 

heavy 
a
n
t
i
-
a
i
r
c
r
a
f
t
 

a
r
t
i
l
l
e
r
y
,
 

f
i
r
in
g
 

h
o
r
i
z
o
n
t
a
l
l
y
 

over 
our 

h
e
a
d
s
,
 

n
o
b
od
y
 

could 
sleep 

with 
this 

w
a
r
-
m
u
s
i
c
,
 

b
u
t
 

this 
was 

only 
a 

f
o
r
e
t
a
s
t
e
 

of 
days 

and 
n
i
g
h
t
s
 

to 
c
o
m
e
.
 

N
e
x
t
 

day 
we 

were 
m
ov
ed
 

to 
our 

p
r
o
p
e
r
 

l
o
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

and 
to 

a 
much 

g
u
i
e
t
e
r
 

p
l
a
c
e
,
 

just 
b
e
h
i
n
d
 

the 
next 

hill 
w
he
r
e 

i
n
c
i
d
e
n
t
a
l
l
y
 

the 
F
i
r
s
t
 

GPO 
(first 

aid 
p
o
i
n
t
)
 

had 
their 

brow
n 

h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
 

t
e
n
t
s
.
 

O
u
r
 

sm
al
i 

tent 
for 

four 
was 

on 
the 

other 
side 

of 
a 

c
r
a
t
e
r
,
 

l
e
f
t
 

after 
a 

huge 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

b
o
m
b
.
 

Here 
I 

must 
e
x
p
l
a
i
n
 

why 
we 

were 
a
t
 

the 
foot 

of 
the 

f
a
m
o
u
s
 

M
on
t
e 

C
a
s
s
i
n
o
 

m
o
n
a
s
t
e
r
y
.
 

After 
m
o
n
t
h
s
 

of 
t
r
y
i
n
g
 

to 
c
a
p
t
u
r
e
 

it 
by 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
,
 

C
a
n
a
d
i
a
n
 

and 
B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

F
o
r
c
e
s
 

the 
h
o
n
o
u
r
 

f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

came 
to 

G
e
n
e
r
a
l
 

A
n
d
e
r
s
 

and 
his 

2
n
d
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

C
o
rp
s
 

- 
what 

the 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

could 
not 

do, 
we 

were 
s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
 

to 
d
o
.Monte 

C
a
s
s
i
n
o
 

was 
an 

old 
B
e
n
e
d
i
c
t
i
n
e
 

m
o
n
a
s
t
e
r
y
 

of 
t
h
e
 

12th 
c
e
n
t
u
r
y
 

s
i
t
u
a
t
e
d
 

on 
top 

of 
a 

high 
hill 

with 
a
c
c
e
s
s
 

on 
o
n
e
 

side 
o
n
l
y
.
 

It 
was 

h
e
a
v
i
l
y
 

f
o
r
t
i
f
i
e
d
,
 

a 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

s
t
r
o
n
g
h
o
l
d
,
 

part 
of 

the 
G
u
s
t
a
v
 

Line 
b
l
o
c
k
i
n
g
 

the 
way 

to 
R
o
m
e
.
 

It 
w
a
s
 

p
r
o
p
o
s
e
d
 

that 
the 

2nd 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

Corps 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 

have 
the 

task 
o
f
 

o
p
e
n
i
n
g
 

the 
break 

here 
and 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

P
i
e
d
i
m
o
n
t
e
 

to 
e
n
a
b
l
e
 

t
h
e
 

A
l
l
i
e
d
 

F
o
r
c
e
s
 

to 
have 

a
c
c
e
s
s
 

to 
R
o
m
e
.
 

The 
s
t
u
b
b
o
r
n
 

G
e
r
m
a
n
 

d
e
f
e
n
c
e
 

had 
a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

cost 
many 

lives 
and 

now 
it 

was 
our 

t
u
r
n
 

to 
sp
il
i 

b
l
o
o
d
,
 

to 
win 

v
i
c
t
o
r
y
 

for 
our 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
.
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(I

The 
e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

of 
llth 

May 
was 

very 
dark 

and 
in 

s
i
l
e
n
c
e
 

w
e
^
! 

all 
w
a
i
t
e
d
 

for 
the 

b
a
t
t
l
e
 

to 
b
e
g
i
n
,
 

n
o
b
od
y
 

said 
a 

word 
b
u
t
 

we 
all 

k
n
e
w
,
 

then 
at 

l
l
.
o
'
c
l
o
c
k
 

the 
fire 

of 
a 

t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
 

g
u
n
s
 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
.
 

The 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
e
d
 

fire 
with 

their 
t
h
o
u
s
a
n
d
 

g
u
n
s
.
 

Our 
smali 

"
K
u
b
u
s
i
e
"
 

r
e
c
o
n
a
i
s
s
a
n
c
e
 

p
l
a
n
e
s
 

were 
f
l
y
i
ng
 

a
b
o
v
e
 

in 
the 

d
a
r
k
n
e
s
s
 

and 
very 

soon 
one 

came 
down 

with 
it's 

p
i
l
o
t
 

g
r
a
v
e
l
y
 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

- 
a 

f
r
i
e
nd
 

of 
o
u
r
s
. 

This 
was 

our 
f
i
r
s
t
 

c
a
s
u
a
l
t
y
 

to 
take 

care 
of. 

He 
s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
 

but 
never 

r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
e
d
 

a 
thing 

of 
our 

m
e
e
t
i
n
g
 

after 
his 

c
r
a
s
h
,
 

then 
some 

m
o
r
e
 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

came 
f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

by 
more 

and 
more 

in 
the 

next 
few 

d
a
y
s
.
 

With 
the 

s
h
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

of 
both 

sides 
n
ig
ht
 

and 
day 

a
m
b
u
l
a
n
c
e
s
 

b
r
o
u
g
h
t
 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

to 
be 

seen 
by 

our 
d
o
c
t
o
r
s
 

and 
then 

s
e
n
t
 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

down 
to 

a 
field 

h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
.
 

It 
was 

like 
a 

c
h
a
p
t
e
r
 

o
f
 

D
a
n
t
e
1s 

I
n
f
e
r
n
o
,
 

in 
fact 

the 
n
ar
ro
w
 

road 
l
e
a
d
i
n
g
 

to 
t
h
e
 

v
a
l
l
ey
 

at 
the 

foot 
of 

Monte 
C
a
s
s
i
n
o
 

was 
c
a
l
l
e
d
 

I
n
f
e
r
n
o
.
 

O
u
r
 

task 
i
n
i
t
i
a
l
l
y
 

was 
to 

serve 
tea 

and 
c
o
f
fe
e
 

to 
the 

crew 
o
f
 

a
m
b
u
l
a
n
c
e
s
 

and 
to 

the 
s
a
n
i
t
a
r
y
 

p
e
r
s
o
n
n
e
l
 

of 
this 

First 
A
i
d
 

p
oi
n
t 

but 
the 

n
u
m
b
e
r
 

of 
w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

was 
so 

great 
that 

we 
had 

t
o
 

give 
a 

hand 
in 

the 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
 

tents 
as 

n
u
r
s
e
s
 

too. 
Th
er
e 

w
e
r
e
 

Małe 
n
u
r
s
e
s
 

of 
c
o
u
r
s
e
 

but 
we 

four 
were 

the 
only 

f
e
m
a
l
e
s
 

a
r
o
u
n
d
.One 

day 
a 

f
a
m
i
l
i
a
r
 

face 
l
o
ok
ed
 

at 
me 

from 
the 

s
t
r
e
t
c
h
e
r
.
 

In 
a 

state 
of 

shock 
and 

c
o
v
e
r
e
d
 

in 
b
l
o
o
d
,
 

he 
s
t
il
l
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
r
e
c
o
g
n
i
s
e
 

me 
- 

it 
was 

B
e
r
n
a
r
d
.
 

The 
last 

p
r
e
-
w
a
r
 

c
h
a
m
p
i
o
n
 

in 
the 

100 
m
e
t
e
r
s
 

he 
had 

been 
s
e
l
e
c
t
e
d
 

for 
the 

c
o
m
i
n
g
 

O
l
y
m
p
i
c
s
 

in 
H
e
l
s
i
n
k
i
 

in 
1940 

b
ei
n
g 

the 
first 

in 
E
u
r
o
p
ę
,
 

h
a
v
-
 

ing 
b
e
a
t
e
n
 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
 

in 
the 

E
u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 

C
h
a
m
p
i
o
n
s
h
i
p
.
 

The 
w
a
r
 

had 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

these 
p
l
a
n
s
 

and 
now 

he 
was 

on 
his 

way 
to 

t
h
e
 

h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
.
 

In 
p
r
i
v
a
t
e
 

life 
he 

was 
a 

y
ou
ng
 

P
o
l
i
c
e
 

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
 

w
o
r
k
i
n
g
 

under 
my 

U
nc
le
 

Oles 
m
e
n
t
i
o
n
e
d
 

p
r
e
v
i
o
u
s
l
y
.
 

Even 
i
n
 

his 
sorry 

s
t
a
t
e
,
 

s
e
r
i
o
u
s
l
y
 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
,
 

his 
c
h
a
r
a
c
t
e
r
i
s
t
i
c
a
l
l
y
 

good 
h
u
m
o
u
r
 

came 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

when 
he 

asked 
me 

for 
some 

Vo
dk
a 

t
o
 

make 
him 

a 
l
it
tl
e
 

h
a
p
p
i
e
r
 

on 
his 

way 
to 

h
e
a
v
e
n
.
 

Today 
- 

r
e
t
i
r
e
d
 

with 
his 

wife 
and 

family 
he 

lives 
not 

far 
from 

m
e
 

and 
I 

could 
not 

ask 
for 

b
e
t
t
e
r
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

in 
this 

l
i
f
e
.

Ours 
was 

only 
a 

t
r
a
n
s
i
t
i
o
n
 

post 
wh
er
e 

d
o
c
t
o
r
s
 

s
o
r
t
e
d
 

o
u
t
 

the 
l
iv
in
g
 

from 
the 

d
e
a
d
,
 

g
i
v
i
n
g
 

the 
n
e
c
e
s
s
a
r
y
 

i
n
j
e
c
t
i
o
n
s
 

and 
with 

s
u
i
t
a
b
l
e
 

notes 
sent 

them 
on 

their 
way 

to 
V
e
n
a
f
r
o
 

Field 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
,
 

wh
er
e 

there 
were 

w
a
r
d
s
,
 

n
u
r
s
e
s
,
 

o
p
e
r
a
t
i
n
g
 

t
h
e
a
t
r
e
s
 

e
tc
.
 

For 
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
i
s
e
d
 

and 
p
r
o
l
o
n
g
e
d
 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

were 
sent 

even 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

i
n
la
nd
 

to 
very 

big 
h
o
s
p
i
t
a
l
s
.
 

S
o
m
e
 

of 
the 

a
m
b
u
l
a
n
c
e
 

crews 
b
r
i
n
g
i
n
g
 

in 
w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

from 
the 

b
a
t
t
l
e
 

field 
were 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

v
o
l
u
n
t
e
e
r
s
,
 

these 
boys 

were 
very 

s
w
e
e
t
 

and 
even 

i
n
v
i
t
e
d
 

us 
for 

a 
d
r
i
n
k
.
 

Their 
a
m
b
u
l
a
n
c
e
 

c
o
n
v
e
r
t
e
d

—
■ 

I 
'

’
into 

a 
s
i
t
t
i
n
g
 

room 
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
 

with 
a 

"
W
e
l
c
o
m
e
"
 

sign 
at 

t
h
e
 

door 
so 

the 
four 

of 
us, 

S
t
a
s
i
a
,
 

M
a
r
y
s
i
a
,
 

Janka 
and 

m
y
s
e
i
f
 

w
e
n
t
 

for 
the 

d
r
i
n
k
s
 

alone 
as 

none 
of 

us 
could 

speak 
one 

word 
o
f
 

E
n
g
l
i
s
h
 

and 
the 

boys 
knew 

no 
P
o
l
i
s
h
.

The 
s
t
r
u
g
g
l
e
 

at 
f
o
r
t
r
e
s
s
-
m
o
n
a
s
t
e
r
y
 

c
o
n
t
i
n
u
e
d
 

u
n
t
i
l
 

s
u
d
d
e
n
l
y
 

on 
1.8th 

May 
all 

went 
g
u
i
e
t
.
 

The 
b
a
t
t
l
e
 

was 
o
v
e
r
.
 

O
n
 

the 
s
m
a
s
h
e
d
 

w
al
ls
 

of 
the 

c
e
n
t
u
r
i
e
s
 

old 
m
o
n
a
s
t
e
r
y
 

now 
in 

r
u
i
n
s
,
 

the 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

white 
and 

red 
flag 

f
l
u
t
t
e
r
e
d
 

in 
the 

b
r
e
e
z
e
.
 

T
h
e
 

hill 
i
t
s
e
l
f
 

was 
p
i
t
t
e
d
 

with 
shel

l 
c
r
a
t
e
r
s
,
 

trees 
cut 

down 
a
n
d
 

s
p
l
i
n
t
e
r
e
d
 

close 
to 

the 
g
r
o
u
n
d
.
 

The 
va.lley 

below 
was 

red 
w
i
t
h
 

p
o
p
p
i
e
s
 

- 
or 

b
l
o
o
d
?
 

The 
road 

to 
Rome 

was 
o
p
e
n
.

The 
l
o
s
se
s 

were 
t
e
r
r
i
b
l
e
,
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

4000 
k
i
l
l
e
d
,
 

w
o
u
n
d
e
d
 

o
r
 

m
i
s
s
i
n
g
.
 

Today 
the 

m
o
n
a
s
t
e
r
y
 

is 
t
o
t
a
l
l
y
 

r
e
b
u
i
l
t
 

even 
m
o
r
e
 

s
p
l
e
n
d
i
d
l
y
 

than 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

and 
the 

m
a
n
y
,
 

many 
dead 

sleep 
in 

t
h
e
i
r
 

c
e
m
e
t
e
r
i
e
s
,
 

each 
c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

t
a
k
i
n
g
 

care 
of 

their 
o
wn. 

The 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

c
e
m
e
t
e
r
y
 

is 
a 

v
e
r
y
,
 

very 
big 

one 
...

But 
the 

s
t
r
u
g
g
l
e
 

was 
not 

over 
yet

, 
st
il
l 

half 
of 

I
t
a
l
y
 

and 
the 

rest 
of 

E
u
r
o
p
ę
 

was 
u
nd
er
 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

B
o
o
t
.
 

The 
s
l
o
w
 

c
l
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

of 
I
t
a
l
y
,
 

then 
the 

c
r
e
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

s
e
c
o
n
d
 

front 
i
n
 

F
r
a
n
c
e
,
 

then 
p
u
s
h
i
n
g
 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
 

from 
E
u
r
o
p
ę
 

took 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
 

y
e
a
r
 

and 
cost 

many 
l
i
v
e
s
.
 

Our 
smali 

unit 
of 

four 
kept 

p
a
c
e
,
 

g
o
i
n
g
 

as 
o
r
d
e
r
e
d
 

by 
our 

C
o
m
m
a
n
d
a
n
t
s
,
 

bein
g 

m
o
s
t
l
y
 

a
t
t
a
c
h
e
d
 

to 
the 

5
t
h
 

I
n
f
a
n
t
r
y
 

B
r
i
g
a
d
e
,
 

part 
of 

the 
5th 

D
i
v
i
s
i
o
n
 

in 
the 

2nd 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

C
o
r
p
s
.A
ft
er
 

A
g
u
a
f
o
n
d
a
t
a
 

and 
a 

short 
rest 

in 
V
e
n
a
f
r
o
 

we 
went 

t
o
 

J
e
l
s
i
,
 

S
c
e
r
n
i
,
 

Monte 
L
u
p
o
n
e
,
 

R
e
c
a
n
a
t
i
,
 

O
s
i
m
o
,
 

Mte 
San 

V
i
t
o
,
 

O
s
t
r
a
,
 

C
e
r
v
i
a
,
 

S
e
n
i
g
a
l
i
a
.
 

S
o
m
e
t
i
m
e
s
 

for 
one 

or 
two 

days 
b
u
t
 

guite 
often 

we 
had 

to 
move 

twice 
in 

the 
same 

day. 
In 

P
o
r
t
o
 

San 
E
l
p
i
d
i
o
 

we 
had 

two 
w
e
e
k
s
 

r
e
s
t
,
 

which 
was 

badly 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 

b
y
 

e
v
e
r
y
o
n
e
.
 

Here 
the 

t
r
a
g
i
c
 

news 
of 

the 
W
a
r
s
a
w
 

U
p
r
i
s
i
n
g
 

r
e
a
c
h
e
d
 

us. 
The 

s
h
a
t
t
e
r
i
n
g
 

d
e
t
a
i
l
s
 

of 
its 

c
o
l
l
a
p
s
e
 

and 
the 

news 
o
f
 

the 
l
i
ą
u
i
d
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
W
a
r
s
a
w
'
s
 

G
h
e
t
t
o
 

came 
l
a
t
e
r
.

For 
us 

there 
was 

some 
more 

t
r
a
v
e
l
l
i
n
g
.
 

The 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

D
i
v
i
s
i
o
n
s
 

in 
close 

c
o
-
o
p
e
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

with 
other 

A
l
l
i
e
d
 

F
o
r
c
e
s
 

w
e
r
e
 

in 
hot 

p
u
r
s
u
i
t
 

of 
the 

r
e
t
r
e
a
t
i
n
g
 

G
e
r
m
a
n
s
;
 

that 
m
ea
n
t 

a 
m
o
v
e
 

again 
to 

A
r
e
z
z
o
,
 

G
i
o
v
i
,
 

S
t
r
a
d
a
,
 

St. 
P
a
u
l
o
,
 

St. 
P
i
e
r
r
o
 

in 
B
a
g
n
o
,
 

G
a
l
e
a
t
a
 

(almost 
d
r
o
w
n
e
d
 

in 
m
u
d
)
, 

P
r
e
d
a
p
p
i
o
 

(
M
u
s
s
o
l
i
n
i
'
s
 

b
i
r
t
h
 

p
l
a
c
e
)
, 

Santa 
Sofia 

and 
San 

L
o
r
e
n
z
o
.
 

All 
the 

latt
er
 

ones 
i
n
 

the 
W
i
n
t
e
r
.

The 
C
h
r
i
s
t
m
a
s
 

of 
1944 

was 
spent 

in 
B
r
i
s
i
g
e
l
l
a
,
 

the 
N
e
w
 

Year 
saw 

us 
in 

C
a
s
t
r
o
 

C
a
r
o
,
 

the 
e
l
e
g
a
n
t
 

p
r
e
-
w
a
r
 

r
e
s
o
r
t
 

and 
S
p
a
; 

a 
f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

o
f
f
e
n
s
i
v
e
 

was 
s
c
h
e
d
u
l
e
d
 

at 
F
a
e
n
z
a
.
 

A
p
r
i
l
 

was 
c
o
m
i
n
g
,
 

sunny 
and 

warm 
when 

the 
f
i
e
rc
e 

b
a
t
t
l
e
 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

s
t
r
a
i
g
h
t
 

o
v
e
r
 

our 
heads 

with 
a 

dog 
fight 

of 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

and 
B
r
i
t
i
s
h
 

p
l
a
n
e
s
.
 

A
f
t
e
r
 

the 
c
a
p
t
u
r
e
 

of 
B
o
l
o
g
n
a
 

n
o
t
h
i
n
g
 

was 
s
t
o
p
p
i
n
g
 

the 
A
l
l
i
e
d
 

f
o
r
c
e
s
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in 
c
l
e
a
r
i
n
g
 

the 
rest 

of 
Italy 

of 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

t
r
o
o
p
s
.
 

M
u
s
s
o
l
i
n
i
 

was 
d
e
a
d
.
 

On 
8th 

M
ay
,
 

1945 
the 

war 
in 

Italy 
and 

in 
E
u
r
o
p
ę
 

e
n
d
e
d
.By 

c
h
a
n
c
e
 

we 
s
t
a
y
e
d
 

in 
a 

very 
smali 

p
la
ce
 

c
a
l
le
d
 

I
I
 

P
on
te
 

- 
m
e
a
n
i
n
g
 

"The 
B
r
i
d
g
e
"
.
 

It 
was 

a 
very 

sm
al
i 

s
t
r
e
a
m
 

that 
the 

b
r
i
d
g
e
 

s
p
a
n
n
e
d
 

and 
by 

its 
banks 

the 
s
w
e
e
t
l
y
 

s
c
e
n
t
e
d
 

A
c
c
a
c
i
a
 

trees 
were 

g
r
o
w
i
n
g
.
 

B
e
h
i
n
d
 

the 
few 

h
o
u
s
e
s
 

were 
l
a
r
g
e
 

o
r
c
h
a
r
d
s
 

of 
newly 

ripe 
c
h
e
r
r
i
e
s
.
 

The 
s
e
t
t
i
n
g
 

was 
p
e
r
f
e
c
t
l
y
 

r
o
m
a
n
t
i
c
 

but 
again 

not 
for 

us. 
To 

us 
that 

long 
a
w
a
i
t
e
d
 

a
n
d
 

d
r
e
a
m
e
d
 

of 
Peace 

did 
not 

mean 
the 

end 
of 

our 
p
r
o
b
l
e
m
s
,
 

t
h
e
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
 

to 
our 

h
o
m
e
s
,
 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

or 
c
o
u
n
t
r
y
.

In 
Yalta 

the 
three 

most 
p
o
w
e
r
f
u
l
 

r
u
l
e
r
s
:
 

S
t
a
l
i
n
,

R
o
o
s
e
v
e
l
t
.
 
and 

C
h
u
r
c
h
i
l
l
 

were 
d
e
c
i
d
i
n
g
 

the 
p
o
s
t
-
w
a
r
 

d
i
v
i
s
i
o
n
 

of 
E
u
r
o
p
ę
.
 

This 
s
t
u
pi
d
 

act 
gave 

away 
P
o
l
a
n
d
 

and 
the 

rest 
o
f
 

East. 
E
u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
i
e
s
 

to 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

and 
to 

this 
day 

i
t
 

is 
c
a
u
s
i
n
g
 

e
n
d
l
e
s
s
 

t
r
o
u
b
l
e
 

in 
the 

rest 
of 

the 
w
o
r
l
d
.
 

As 
f
o
r
 

us, 
s
t
r
a
n
d
e
d
 

f
i
g
h
t
e
r
s
 

for 
our 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
'
s
 

f
r
e
e
d
o
m
,
 

there 
w
a
s
 

total 
d
e
n
i
a
l
 

of 
a 

r
e
t
u
r
n
 

h
o
m
e
.
 

Once 
again 

it 
was 

u
n
d
e
r
 

S
o
v
i
e
t
 

r
e
g
i
m
e
.
 

We 
all 

knew 
that 

the 
so 

c
a
l
l
e
d
 

new 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
 

was 
a 

sad 
f
a
r
c
e
,
 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

n
o
-
o
n
e
 

who 
has 

gone 
t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
 

once 
w
ou
l
d 

like 
to 

r
e
p
e
a
t
 

the 
e
x
p
e
r
i
e
n
c
e
.

The 
wh
ol
e 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

Army 
in 

Italy 
was 

sent 
to 

the 
A
d
r
i
a
t
i
c
 

coast 
for 

a 
r
e
s
t
.
 

In 
very 

Iow 
s
p
i
r
i
t
s
,
 

with 
a 

f
e
e
l
i
n
g
 

o
f
 

b
e
t
r
a
y
a
l
,
 

a
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

d
e
v
e
l
o
p
m
e
n
t
 

we 
s
p
e
n
t
 

most 
of 

our 
spare 

time 
on 

the 
sandy 

b
e
a
c
h
e
s
 

of 
San 

B
e
n
e
d
e
t
t
o
.
 

In 
spite 

of 
the 

g
l
o
om
y
 

o
u
t
l
o
o
k
 

one 
b
r
i
g
h
t
 

spot 
a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
 

i
n
 

my 
l
if
e,
 

I 
met 

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

my 
f
u
tu
rę
 

h
u
s
b
a
n
d
.
 

At 
that 

time 
h
e
 

was 
C
h
i
e
f
 

of 
S
ta
ff
 

in 
the 

H
e
a
d
g
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
 

of 
the 

5th 
B
r
i
g
a
d
e
 

s
o
 

in 
b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

a 
few 

hours 
of 

work 
in 

the 
c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

in 
the 

m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

and 
again 

in 
the 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

we 
spent 

the 
w
ho
le
 

m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
t
h
e
 

day 
h
a
p
p
i
l
y
,
 

if 
not 

s
e
l
f
i
s
h
l
y
 

on 
the 

b
e
a
u
t
i
f
u
l
 

and 
clean 

a
n
d
 

most 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
,
 

not 
o
v
e
r
c
r
o
w
d
e
d
 

b
ea
ch
 

of 
San 

B
e
n
e
d
e
t
t
o
 

i
l
 

T
r
o
n
t
o
.
 

After 
the 

e
v
e
n
i
n
g
 

spell 
of 

work 
in 

the 
c
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

w
e
 

often 
used 

to 
vi
si
t 

a 
s
h
o
r
e
-
f
r
o
n
t
 

t
r
a
t
t
o
r
i
a
 

next 
to 

the 
h
i
g
h
-
 

w
a
l
l
e
d
 

f
i
s
h
i
n
g
 

port 
of 

this 
smali 

r
e
s
o
r
t
.
 

F
r
e
s
h
l
y
 

c
a
u
g
h
t
 

f
i
s
h
,
 

fried 
and 

w
a
s
h
e
d
 

down 
with 

the 
local 

wine 
t
a
s
t
e
d
 

d
e
l
i
c
i
o
u
s
.
 

S
o
m
e
t
i
m
e
s
 

a 
long 

s
t
r
o
i
ł
 

along 
the 

p
r
o
m
e
n
a
d
e
 

o
n
 

the 
other 

side 
of 

the 
p
o
r
t
,
 

b
o
r
d
e
r
e
d
 

with 
p
a
l
m
s
,
 

o
l
e
a
n
d
e
r
s
 

and 
Iow 

p
in
e
s 

made 
a 

lovely 
c
h
a
n
g
e
.
 

There 
was 

a 
time 

t
o
 

visit 
old 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
,
 

a 
time 

to 
make 

p
l
a
n
s
 

for 
a 

p
e
r
s
o
n
a
l
 

f
u
t
u
r
ę
 

and 
to 

dream 
of 

c
h
a
n
g
e
s
 

for 
a 

b
e
t
t
e
r
 

w
o
r
l
d
.
 

Here 
I 

a
l
s
o
 

r
e
c
e
i
v
e
d
 

first 
news 

of 
my 

f
a
m
i
l
y
.

One 
m
o
r
n
i
n
g
 

an 
A
i
r
l
e
t
t
e
r
 

a
r
r
i
v
e
d
 

from 
d
i
s
t
a
n
t
 

E
n
g
l
a
n
d
.

My 
p
r
e
-
w
a
r
 

f
r
i
en
d
 

and 
c
o
l
l
e
a
g
u
e
 

- 
Jurek 

L
e
r
s
k
i
 

had 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

of 
my 

w
h
e
r
e
a
b
o
u
t
s
.
 

We 
had 

been 
at 

the 
Lwów 

U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
 

at 
t
h
e

— 
? 

i
same 

time 
w
h
e
r
e
,
 

with 
my 

c
o
u
s
i
n
 

L
e
s
z
e
k
 

and 
many 

o
t
h
e
r
s
,
 

w
e
 

b
e
l
o
n
g
e
d
 

to 
the 

S
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
 

D
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
i
c
 

O
r
g
a
n
i
s
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

c
a
l
le
d
 

P
M
S
D
 

short 
for 

P
o
li
sh
 

Soc. 
D
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
i
c
 

S
t
u
d
e
n
t
s
 

U
n
i
o
n
.
 

"
D
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
i
c
"
 

was 
the 

o
p
e
r
a
t
i
v
e
 

w
o
r
d
.
 

Young 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

of 
this 

time 
w
e
r
e
,
 

u
n
f
o
r
t
u
n
a
t
e
l
y
, 

much 
under 

the 
p
r
o
-
f
a
s
c
i
s
t
 

i
n
f
l
u
e
n
c
e
,
 

there 
w
a
s
 

a 
lot 

of 
Jew 

b
a
s
h
i
n
g
,
 

U
k
r
a
i
n
i
a
n
 

a
n
t
a
g
o
n
i
s
m
,
 

a
n
t
i
-
m
i
n
o
r
i
t
i
e
s
 

f
e
e
l
i
n
g
.
 

To 
bring 

some 
sani

ty
 

and 
d
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
i
c
 

t
o
l
e
r
a
n
c
e
 

w
e
 

s
t
a
r
t
e
d
 

the 
I
n
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t
 

Union 
with 

much 
i
n
v
o
l
v
e
m
e
n
t
 

of 
"
Y
o
u
n
g
 

P
e
a
s
a
n
t
s
"
 

and 
other 

s
i
m
i
l
a
r
 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t
s
. 

Jurek 
was 

o
u
r
 

P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
 

in 
the 

year 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
w
ar, 

a 
b
r
i
l
l
i
a
n
t
 

s
t
u
d
e
n
t
 

a
n
d
 

loyal 
f
r
i
e
n
d
.
 

It 
was 

y
ea
r
s 

later 
that 

I 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

of 
h
i
s
 

f
a
n
t
a
s
t
i
c
 

work 
for 

f
r
e
e
d
o
m
 

in 
o
c
c
u
p
i
e
d
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
 

w
he
r
e 

he 
w
a
s
 

d
r
o
p
p
e
d
 

as 
an 

e
m
i
s
s
a
r
y
 

of 
the 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

G
o
v
e
r
n
m
e
n
t
.

W
h
i
l
s
t
 

in 
W
a
r
s
a
w
,
 

in 
e
x
i
l
e
,
 

to 
help 

with 
the 

d
i
v
e
r
s
i
v
e
 

a
c
t
io
n 

in 
1943 

he 
met 

my 
c
o
u
s
i
n
 

L
e
s
z
e
k
 

who 
told 

him 
all 

a
b
o
u
t
 

the 
f
o
r
t
u
n
e
s
 

of 
our 

f
a
m
i
l
y
.
 

A 
year 

later 
after 

his 
o
w
n
 

f
a
n
t
a
s
t
i
c
 

e
s
c
a
p
e
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

G
e
r
m
a
n
 

o
c
c
u
p
i
e
d
 

E
u
r
o
p
ę
 

to 
L
o
n
d
o
n
,
 

h
e
 

sent 
me 

the 
news 

of 
my 

w
ho
le
 

f
a
m
i
l
y
.
 

It 
was 

inde
ed
 

a 
v
e
r
y
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
f
u
l
 

and 
kind 

act 
on 

his 
p
a
r
t
.
 

To 
this 

day 
he 

r
e
m
a
i
n
s
 

the 
most 

loyal 
of 

my 
f
r
i
e
n
d
s
.
 

A
f
t
e
r
 

the 
war 

Jurek 
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
d
 

his 
s
t
u
d
i
e
s
 

in 
O
£
f
o
r
d
 

and 
s
u
b
s
e
g
u
e
n
t
l
y
 

held 
a 

p
o
s
i
t
i
o
n
 

o
f
 

U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
 

P
r
o
f
e
s
s
o
r
 

in 
P
a
k
i
s
t
a
n
,
 

Japan 
and 

C
e
y
l
o
n
,
 

f
i
n
a
l
l
y
 

s
e
t
t
l
i
n
g
 

down 
in 

C
a
l
i
f
o
r
n
i
a
 

as 
a 

P
r
o
f
e
s
s
o
r
 

of 
E
u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 

H
i
s
t
o
r
y
 

at 
San 

F
r
a
n
c
i
s
c
o
 

U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
.
 

Now 
as 

P
r
o
f
e
s
s
o
r
 

E
m
e
r
i
t
u
s
,
 

h
e
 

has 
more 

time 
to 

write 
and 

p
u
b
l
i
s
h
 

bo
ok
s
 

on 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

h
i
s
t
o
r
i
e
 

past 
and 

p
r
e
s
e
n
t
 

p
r
o
b
l
e
m
s
.

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

and 
I 

were 
m
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

on 
6th 

O
c
t
o
b
e
r
,
 

1945 
in 

M
o
d
e
n
a
 

C
a
t
h
e
d
r
a
l
 

and 
for 

our 
h
o
n
e
y
m
o
o
n
 

we 
v
i
s
i
t
e
d
 

V
e
n
i
c
e
,
 

C
o
m
o
,
 

T
u
r
i
n
,
 

G
e
n
o
a
,
 

F
l
o
r
e
n
c
e
 

and 
R
o
m
e
,
 

our 
t
r
a
v
e
l
l
i
n
g
 

bug 
was 

f
i
r
m
l
y
 

e
s
t
a
b
l
i
s
h
e
d
 

by 
now. 

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

was 
t
r
a
n
s
f
e
r
r
e
d
 

from 
his 

post 
i
n
 

the 
5th 

B
r
i
g
a
d
e
 

to 
a 

s
i
m
i
l
a
r
 

one 
in 

the 
newly 

f
ormed 

B
r
i
g
a
d
e
 

o
f
 

G
u
a
r
d
s
,
 

near 
N
a
p
l
e
s
.
 

M
e
a
n
w
h
i
l
e
 

I 
r
e
s
u
m
e
d
 

my 
i
n
t
e
r
r
u
p
t
e
d
 

s
t
u
d
i
e
s
 

at 
the 

B
o
l
o
g
n
a
 

U
n
i
v
e
r
s
i
t
y
 

d
e
s
p
i
t
e
 

f
ie
rc
e 

p
r
o
t
e
s
t
 

f
r
o
m
 

my 
C
a
n
t
e
e
n
 

C
o
m
p
a
n
y
 

C
o
m
m
a
n
d
a
n
t
.
 

It 
was 

a 
most 

s
u
r
p
r
i
s
i
n
g
 

a
t
t
a
c
k
 

as 
there 

was 
an 

o
f
f
i
c
i
a
l
 

a
r
r
a
n
g
e
m
e
n
t
 

b
e
t
w
e
e
n
 

the 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

a
u
t
h
o
r
i
t
i
e
s
 

and 
the 

I
t
a
l
i
a
n
 

M
i
n
i
s
t
r
y
 

of 
H
i
g
h
e
r
 

E
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
 

t
o
 

f
a
c
i
l
i
t
a
t
e
 

the 
s
t
u
d
i
e
s
,
 

after 
all 

the 
war 

was 
o
v
e
r
.
 

We 
a
l
l
 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

to 
learn 

the 
I
t
a
l
i
a
n
 

l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 

p
r
e
t
t
y
 

g
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

and 
i
n
 

those 
s
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

m
o
n
t
h
s
 

we 
even 

p
a
s
s
e
d
 

a 
few 

e
x
a
m
s
.

I 
often 

visit.ed 
B
r
o
n
e
k
 

at 
his 

new 
place 

near 
N
a
p
l
e
s
.
 

I
t
 

was 
a 

very 
good 

s
t
a
r
t
i
n
g
 

p
oi
nt
 

to 
many 

e
x
c
u
r
s
i
o
n
s
,
 

such 
a
s
 

P
o
m
p
e
i
,
 

V
e
s
u
v
i
o
,
 

C
a
p
r
i
,
 

S
a
l
e
r
n
o
 

and 
A
m
a
l
f
i
.
 

We 
even 

m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 

t.o 
spend 

some 
of 

our 
h
o
l
i
d
a
y
s
 

in 
f
a
m
o
u
s
 

S
o
r
r
e
n
t
o
.
 

Here 
in 

I
t
a
l
y
 

at 
long 

l
as
t,
 

the 
first 

l
e
t
t
e
r
s
 

from 
home 

began 
to 

a
r
r
i
v
e
.

From 
our 

f
a
m
i
l
y
,
 

only 
W
i
t
e
k
,
 

a 
c
o
u
s
in
 

in 
the 

S
o
v
i
e
t
 

A
r
m
y
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was 
m
i
s
s
i
n
g
,
 

k
i
l
l
e
d
 

at 
L
e
n
i
n
o
.
 

My 
f
a
t
he
r
 

and 
Dana 

were 
safe 

! 
at 

home 
in 

B
i
a
ł
y
s
t
o
k
 

and 
they 

were 
all 

d
e
l
i
g
h
t
e
d
 

by 
m
y
 

m
a
r
r
i
a
g
e
 

and 
sent 

their 
good 

w
i
s
h
e
s
 

h
o
p
i
n
g
 

to 
see 

both 
of 

u
s
 

back 
home 

s
o
o
n
.
 

Also 
there 

we 
heard 

for 
the 

first 
time 

o
f
 

the 
i
n
h
u
m
a
n
 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 

by 
the 

G
e
s
t
a
p
o
 

of 
the 

poor 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

i
n
 

the 
c
o
n
c
e
n
t
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

camps 
- 

O
ś
w
i
ę
c
i
m
 

(
A
u
s
h
w
i
t
z
)
, 

M
a
j
d
a
n
e
k
,

B
e
l
s
e
n
 

and 
many 

o
t
h
e
r
s
.
 

We 
could 

h
a
r
d
l
y
 

b
e
l
i
e
v
e
 

the 
h
o
r
r
i
f
i
c
 

t
r
e
a
t
m
e
n
t
 

of 
i
n
n
o
c
e
n
t
 

victi.ms 
by 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
.
 

The 
l
i
g
u
i
d
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

Jews 
f
i
l
le
d
 

us 
with 

r
e
v
u
l
s
i
o
n
.
 

Much 
later 

the 
i
n
f
o
r
m
-
 

ation 
of 

the 
Katyń 

m
a
s
s
a
c
r
e
 

added 
to 

the 
g
r
o
w
i
n
g
 

h
o
r
r
o
r
s
 
"of 

of 
these 

six 
y
e
ar
s
 

of 
the 

S
e
c
o
n
d
 

W
o
rl
d
 

W
ar
.
 

We 
c
o
n
s
i
d
e
r
e
d
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

e
x
t
r
e
m
e
l
y
 

lucky 
to 

have 
s
u
r
v
i
v
e
d
 

this 
h
o
l
o
c
a
u
s
t
 

a
s
 

many 
of 

my 
J
e
w
i
s
h
 

s
c
h
o
o
l
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

had 
died 

in 
the 

gas 
c
h
a
m
b
e
r
s
.
 

I 
vowed 

there 
and 

then 
never 

to 
c
o
n
d
e
m
n
 

a 
h
um
an
 

b
e
in
g
 

on 
t
h
e
 

b
as
i
s 

of 
the 

c
o
l
o
u
r
 

of 
their 

s
k
i
n
s
,
 

race 
or 

r
e
l
i
g
i
o
n
.
 

W
e
 

also 
l
e
a
r
n
e
d
 

of 
the 

c
o
l
l
a
p
s
e
 

of 
the 

Warsaw 
u
p
r
i
s
i
n
g
 

when 
t
h
e
 

city 
was 

razed 
to 

the 
g
r
o
u
n
d
 
, 

the 
p
o
p
u
l
a
t
i
o
n
 

d
e
c
i
m
a
t
e
d
 

a
n
d
 

the 
s
u
p
p
o
s
e
d
l
y
 

A
l
l
i
e
d
 

S
o
v
i
e
t
 

Army 
c
al
ml
y
 

w
a
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

it 
all 

f
r
o
m
 

the 
other 

bank 
of 

the 
River 

W
is
ł
a 

(
V
i
s
t
u
l
a
)
 

f
l
o
w
i
n
g
 

t
h
r
o
u
g
h
 

the 
m
i
d
d
l
e
 

of 
our 

C
a
p
i
t
a
l
 

City 
b
l
e
e
d
i
n
g
 

a 
slow 

d
e
a
t
h
.

At 
this 

time 
our 

own 
p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

f
u
t
ur
ę
 

was 
d
e
c
i
d
e
d
.
 

T
h
e
 

wh
o
le
 

Army 
was 

to 
go 

to 
E
n
g
l
a
n
d
.
 

the 
c
i
v
i
l
i
a
n
 

f
a
m
i
l
i
e
s
 

f
r
o
m
 

India 
and 

A
f
r
i
c
a
 

were 
to 

join 
us 

in 
due 

c
o
u
r
s
e
 

so 
B
r
o
n
e
k
,
 

with 
his 

B
r
i
g
a
d
e
 

left 
at 

the 
b
e
g
i
n
n
i
n
g
 

of 
S
e
p
t
e
m
b
e
r
,
 

and 
I 

with 
the 

other 
girls 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

from 
N
a
p
l
e
s
 

on 
the 

13th 
S
e
p
t
.

The 
nine 

day 
c
r
u
i
s
e
,
(
w
h
i
c
h
 

to 
us 

s
e
e
me
d
 

like 
one) 

over 
t
h
e
 

Sunny 
M
e
d
i
t
e
r
r
a
n
e
a
n
,
 

then 
the 

s
tormy 

A
t
l
a
n
t
i
c
 

to 
G
l
a
s
g
o
w
,
 

s
h
r
o
u
d
e
d
 

in 
m
i
s
t
.
 

There 
was 

no 
fear 

of 
s
u
b
m
a
r
i
n
e
s
,
 

no 
b
l
a
c
k
-
 

out, 
good 

f
o
o
d
,
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
l
y
 

o
f
f
i
c
e
r
s
 

and 
d
a
n
c
e
s
 

on 
b
o
a
r
d
.
 

W
h
a
t
 

could 
be 

b
e
t
t
e
r
?

The 
n
a
g
g
i
n
g
 

t
h
o
u
g
h
t
 

of 
the 

futu
rę
 

was 
a
l
w
a
y
s
 

at 
the 

b
a
c
k
 

of 
our 

m
i
n
d
s
,
 

the 
p
o
l
i
t
i
c
a
l
 

s
i
t
u
a
t
i
o
n
 

did 
not 

look 
good 

a
s
 

f
u
r
t
h
e
r
 

i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

fate 
of 

many 
f
r
i
e
n
d
s
 

and 
g
e
n
e
r
a
l
l
y
 

of 
other 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

was 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

to 
the 

s
u
r
f
a
c
e
.
 

The 
b
e
h
a
v
i
o
u
r
 

o
f
 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
s
 

i
n
f
l
a
m
e
d
 

by 
the 

m
a
n
i
a
c
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
,
 

s
h
ar
ed
 

by 
so 

m
a
n
y
 

m
i
l
l
i
o
n
s
 

of 
his 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
r
s
,
 

was 
t
o
t
a
l
l
y
 

c
o
n
d
e
m
n
e
d
 

by 
a
l
l
 

n
a
t
i
o
n
s
,
 

but 
the 

other 
v
i
l
l
a
n
s
 

the 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
s
 

were 
not 

so. 
T
h
e
 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
i
a
n
s
 

were 
so 

c
a
r
e
f
u
l
 

not 
to 

hurt 
the 

f
e
e
l
i
n
g
s
 

of 
t
h
i
s
 

p
o
w
e
r
f
u
l
 

ally 
that 

on 
the 

c
e
l
e
b
r
a
t
i
o
n
 

of 
VE 

D
ay
,
 

no 
P
o
l
i
s
h
 

r
e
p
r
e
s
e
n
t
a
t
i
v
e
 

was 
i
n
v
i
t
e
d
.

As 
we 

o
b
s
e
r
v
e
d
 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
,
 

the 
o
r
d
i
n
a
r
y
 

p
la
in
 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

p
e
r
s
o
n
 

is 
f
u
n
d
a
m
e
n
t
a
l
l
y
 

k
i
n
d
,
 

c
o
m
p
a
s
s
i
o
n
a
t
e
 

and 
n
i
c
e
,
 

o
n
l
y
 

very 
m
i
s
g
u
i
d
e
d
 

and 
i
n
c
r
e
a
s
i
n
g
l
y
 

b
r
a
i
n
-
w
a
s
h
e
d
.
 

Their 
l
e
a
d
e
r
s
 

are 
guite 

the 
o
p
p
o
s
i
t
e
.
 

At 
their 

c
o
m
m
a
n
d
 

their 
army 

i
n
v
a
d
e
d
 

in 
1
9
3
9
,
 

then 
stood 

w
a
t
c
h
i
n
g
 

the 
d
e
s
t
r
u
c
t
i
o
n
 

of 
Warsaw 

in 
1
9
4
4
.

They 
wou

ld
 

not 
admit 

to 
the 

m
u
r
d
e
r
 

of 
1
4
,0
00
 

P
o
l
i
s
h
 

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
s
 

and 
s
o
l
d
i
e
r
s
 

in 
Katyń 

in 
1940 

a 
year 

b
e
f
o
r
e
 

the 
G
e
r
m
a
n
 

i
n
v
a
s
i
o
n
 

of 
their 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
.
 

This 
fact 

is 
c
o
n
v
e
n
i
e
n
t
l
y
 

f
o
r
g
o
t
t
e
n
 

b
y
 

a
l
mo
st
 

all 
W
e
s
t
e
r
n
 

p
o
l
i
t
i
c
i
a
n
s
,
 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y
 

the 
left 

w
i
n
g
e
r
s
.

In 
d
e
f
e
n
c
e
 

of 
the 

R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

it 
is 

only 
fair 

to 
r
e
p
e
a
t
 

again 
that 

they 
were 

a
l
w
a
y
s
 

o
p
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

by 
their 

Tzars 
in 

t
h
e
 

past 
and 

later 
by 

their 
C
o
m
m
i
s
s
a
r
s
,
 

but 
the 

G
e
r
m
a
n
s
 

w
i
l
l
i
n
g
l
y
 

f
o
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

H
i
t
l
e
r
 

to 
the 

e
n
d
.

S
t
i
l
l 

b
ei
ng
 

in 
the 

Army 
we 

had 
to 

fol
lo
w 

o
r
d
e
r
s
 

and 
o
n
c
e
 

again 
I 

had 
to 

i
n
t
e
r
r
u
p
t
 

my 
s
t
u
d
i
e
s
 

in 
B
o
l
o
g
n
a
,
 

a
l
t
h
o
u
g
h
 

b
e
i
n
g
 

only 
a 

few 
exams 

away 
from 

g
r
a
d
u
a
t
i
o
n
,
 

but 
at 

the 
same 

time 
I 

did 
not 

want 
to 

be 
s
e
p
a
r
a
t
e
d
 

from 
B
r
o
n
e
k
,
 

now 
my 

main 
r
e
a
s
o
n
 

for 
livi

ng
 

and 
I 

left 
sunny 

Italy 
on 

the 
boat 

a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 

m
e
n
t
i
o
n
e
d
 

to 
join 

him 
s
o
m
e
w
h
e
r
e
 

in 
a 

r
e
m
o
t
e
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

- 
E
n
g
l
a
n
d
.
 

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

had 
been 

there 
b
e
f
o
r
e
 

and 
had 

told 
me 

s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

tales 
of 

t
h
i
s
 

e
x
o
t
i
c
 

(for 
me 

at 
l
e
a
s
t
)
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
,
 

wh
er
e
 

the 
w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

was 
c
o
o
l
:
 

one 
had 

to 
wear 

s
t
o
c
k
i
n
g
s
a
l
l
 

year 
r
o
u
n
d
,
 

h
o
u
s
e
s
 

were 
i
d
e
n
t
i
c
a
l
,
 

S
t
r
ee
t 

by 
S
t
r
e
e
t
 

and 
you 

could 
eat 

fish 
and 

chips 
on 

a
l
m
o
s
t
 

every 
S
t
r
e
e
t
 

c
o
r
n
e
r
,
 

but 
what 

was 
fish 

and 
chips 

a
n
y
w
a
y
?
 

W
e
 

d
i
s
e
m
b
a
r
k
e
d
 

in 
G
l
a
s
g
o
w
 

and 
after 

a 
n
i
g
h
t
-
l
o
n
g
 

train 
j
o
u
r
n
e
y
 

a
 

t
r
a
n
s
i
t
 

camp 
at 

M
a
g
h
u
l
l
 

near 
L
i
v
e
r
p
o
o
l
 

was 
our 

d
e
s
t
i
n
a
t
i
o
n
.

Here 
I 

g
u
i
c
k
l
y
 

l
o
c
a
t
e
d
 

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

by 
'phone 

in 
his 

new 
pl
ac
e 

a
n
d
 

the 
next 

day 
he 

came 
and 

took 
me 

to 
his 

new 
H
e
a
d
g
u
a
r
t
e
r
s
 

i
n
 

B
a
r
r
o
w
-
i
n
-
 

F
u
r
n
e
s
s
,
 

or 
r
a
t
h
e
r
 

a 
fort 

on 
W
a
l
n
e
y
 

I
s
l
a
n
d
.
 

L
i
f
e
 

in 
the 

flimsy 
b
a
r
r
a
c
k
s
 

was 
far 

from 
l
u
x
u
r
i
o
u
s
.

E
v
e
r
y
t
h
i
n
g
 

was 
r
a
t
i
o
n
e
d
,
 

f
u
e
l
,
 

b
r
e
a
d
,
 
and 

the 
food 

i
n
 

g
e
n
e
r
a
ł
 

was 
often 

a
w
f
u
l
.
 

The 
sight 

of 
b
o
i
l
e
d
 

p
o
t
a
t
o
e
s
 

w
i
t
h
 

gravy 
as 

the 
only 

c
o
u
r
s
e
 

in 
the 

O
f
f
i
c
e
r
'
s
 

Mess 
was 

e
n
ou
gh
 

t
o
 

send 
me 

o
u
t
s
i
d
e
,
 

d
o
u
b
l
e
 

ą
u
i
c
k
.
 

I 
was 

l
i
t
e
r
a
l
l
y
 

s
t
a
r
v
i
n
g
.
 

T
h
e
 

only 
p
a
l
a
t
a
b
l
e
 

food 
was 

s
e
r
v
e
d
 

in 
the 

local 
c
i
n
e
m
a
's 

r
e
s
t
a
u
r
a
n
t
:
 

fish 
and 

c
h
i
p
s
.
 

This 
saved 

me 
and 

the 
child 

I 
was 

e
x
p
e
c
t
i
n
g
.
 

The 
s
e
ve
re
 

w
i
n
t
e
r
 

of 
1947 

was 
very 

bad 
but 

even 
w
i
n
t
e
r
s
 

p
a
s
s
.

In 
June 

that 
year 

K
r
y
s
t
i
n
a
 

was 
b
o
r
n
.
 

A 
b
r
i
g
h
t
 

b
l
u
e
-
e
y
e
d
,
 

b
l
o
n
d
e
 

h
e
a
d
e
d
 

wild 
r
o
s
e
,
 

p
r
e
t
t
y
 

b
e
y
o
n
d
 

b
e
l
i
e
f
.
 

She 
is 

like 
t
h
a
t
 

today 
but 

her 
eyes 

have 
c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

c
o
l
o
u
r
 

to 
h
a
z
e
l
,
 

like 
m
i
n
e
.

Our 
t
r
o
o
p
s
 

were 
o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

two 
c
h
o
i
c
e
s
,
 

those 
who 

w
i
s
h
e
d
 

t
o
 

r
e
t
ur
n 

to 
P
o
l
a
n
d
 

were 
free 

to 
go. 

My 
two 

U
n
c
l
e
s
 

d
e
c
i
d
e
d
 

t
o
 

r
e
t
u
r
n
 

as 
they 

were 
e
l
d
e
r
l
y
 

and 
not 

p
r
e
p
a
r
e
d
 

to 
start 

a 
n
e
w
 

life 
in 

a 
s
t
r
a
n
g
e
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

and 
both 

had 
w
iv
es
 

w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
t
h
e
m
.
 

Many 
o
t
h
e
r
s
 

d
e
c
i
d
e
d
 

to 
s
t
a
y
,
 

e
s
p
e
c
i
a
l
l
y
 

the 
O
f
f
i
c
e
r
s
 

"
t
a
i
n
t
e
d
"
 

with 
W
e
s
t
e
r
n
 

ideas 
and 

not 
very 

w
e
l
c
o
m
e
 

in 
S
t
a
l
i
n
 

d
o
m
i
n
a
t
e
d
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
.
 

It 
was 

simply 
not 

safe 
to 

go 
back 

as 
s
e
v
e
r
e
 

p
u
n
i
s
h
m
e
n
t
 

or 
at 

least 
close 

o
b
s
e
r
v
a
t
i
o
n
 

was 
a
w
a
i
t
m
g
 

all 
those 

from 
t
h
e
 

"
C
a
p
i
t
a
l
i
s
t
 

W
e
s
t
"
.
 

Many 
e
m
i
g
r
a
t
e
d
 

to 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
,
 

C
a
n
a
d
a
,

A
r
g
e
n
t
i
n
a
 

or 
A
u
s
t
r
a
l
i
a
.
 

For 
those 

in 
Great 

B
r
i
t
a
i
n
 

the 
f
i
r
s
t
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two 
ye
ar
s 

were 
d
e
s
i
g
n
e
d
 

to 
learn 

new 
s
k
i
l
l
s
,
 

t
r
a
d
e
s
 

and 
x
 

g
e
n
e
r
a
l
l
y
 

to 
adapt 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
 

to 
a 

new 
way 

of 
l
if
e
. 

A
f
t
e
r
 

those 
two 

ye
ar
s 

all 
were 

d
e
m
o
b
i
l
i
s
e
d
,
 

r
e
s
e
t
t
l
e
d
 

and 
left 

t
o
 

fend 
for 

o
u
r
s
e
l
v
e
s
,
 

in 
other 

w
o
r
d
s
 

fight 
for 

s
u
r
v
i
v
a
l
.
 

A
t
 

first 
only 

m
e
n
i
a
l
 

jobs 
were 

a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
,
 

down 
the 

mines 
o
r
 

g
u
a
r
r
i
e
s
,
 

t
r
a
n
s
p
o
r
t
 

e
tc. 

or 
in 

f
a
c
t
o
r
i
e
s
 

with 
much 

u
n
i
o
n
 

o
p
p
o
s
i
t
i
o
n
.
 

G
r
a
d
u
a
l
l
y
 

a
b
s
o
r
b
e
d
 

by 
the 

"
n
a
t
i
v
e
s
"
 

those 
w
h
o
 

c
o
u
l
d
,
 

c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

for 
s
o
m
e
t
h
i
n
g
 

b
e
t
t
e
r
.
 

Most 
of 

us 
saved 

a
n
d
 

s
c
r
a
p
e
d
 

to 
buy 

our 
own 

h
om
es
 

t
r
y
i
n
g
 

not 
to 

d
e
p
e
n
d
 

too 
m
u
c
h
 

on 
c
h
a
r
i
t
y
 

or 
c
o
u
n
c
i
l
 

h
e
l
p
.
 

Some 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 

a
d
a
p
t
e
d
 

b
e
t
t
e
r
 

t
h
a
n
 

o
t
h
e
r
s
 

t
r
y
i
n
g
 

not 
to 

be 
a 

b
u
r
d
e
n
 

to 
a 

c
o
u
n
t
r
y
 

wh
ic
h 

o
f
f
e
r
e
d
 

us 
a 

c
h
a
n
c
e
 

not 
to 

go 
back 

u
nd
er
 

S
t
a
l
i
n
'
s
 

b
o
o
t
,
 

also 
E
n
g
l
a
n
d
 

was 
t
r
y
i
n
g
 

to 
repay 

us 
a 

l
i
t
tl
e
 

for 
the 

Y
al
ta
 

b
e
t
r
a
y
a
l
.
 

L
i
f
e
 

in 
p
o
s
t
-
w
a
r
 

P
o
l
a
n
d
 

was 
very 

d
i
f
f
i
c
u
l
t
.

The 
d
o
m
i
n
a
n
c
e
 

of 
R
u
s
s
i
a
n
 

o
v
e
r
l
o
r
d
s
 

was 
very 

much 
i
n
 

e
v
i
d
e
n
c
e
 

there 
also 

in 
other 

E
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

E
u
r
o
p
e
a
n
 

c
o
u
n
t
r
i
e
s
,
 

l
i
k
e
 

R
u
m
a
n
i
a
,
 

C
z
e
c
h
o
s
l
o
v
a
k
i
a
,
 

H
u
n
g
a
r
y
,
 

B
u
ł
g
a
r
i
a
,
 

also 
in 

the 
s
m
a
l
i
 

B
a
l
t
i
c
 

s
t
a
t
e
s
,
 

L
i
t
u
a
n
i
a
,
 

L
a
t
v
i
a
 

and 
E
s
t
o
n
i
a
.
 

They 
were 

a
l
l
 

s
w
a
l
l
o
w
e
d
 

by 
the 

giant 
B
e
a
r
.
 

If 
Mr. 

C
h
u
r
c
h
i
l
l
 

and 
M
r
.
 

R
o
o
s
e
v
e
l
t
 

had 
known 

at 
the 

right 
time 

never 
to 

trust 
S
t
a
l
i
n
,
 

t
o
d
a
y
'
s
 

b
a
l
a
n
c
e
 

of 
po
we
r 

wo
ul
d 

be 
d
i
f
f
e
r
e
n
t
.
 

I 
still 

c
o
u
n
t
 

m
y
s
e
l
f
 

lucky 
to 

live 
here 

in 
M
a
n
c
h
e
s
t
e
r
 

w
he
re
 

we 
b
o
u
g
h
t
 

o
u
r
 

h
o
u
s
e
.
 

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

found 
a 

job 
and 

I 
s
t
a
ye
d
 

at 
home 

l
o
o
k
i
n
g
 

a
f
t
e
r
 

K
r
y
s
i
a
 

and 
one 

or 
two 

of 
our 

s
i
n
g
l
e
 

h
o
m
e
l
e
s
s
 

f
r
i
e
n
d
s
.

S
e
v
e
r
a
l
 

y
ea
r
s 

later 
our 

s
e
c
o
n
d
 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
 

H
an
ia
 

was 
b
o
r
n
,
 

t
h
e
 

exact 
r
e
p
l
i
c
a
 

of 
K
r
y
s
i
a
 

but 
with 

the 
p
a
s
s
i
n
g
 

y
ea
rs
 

her 
l
o
o
k
s
 

c
h
a
n
g
e
d
 

to 
r
e
s
e
m
b
l
e
 

B
r
o
n
e
k
.
 

In 
1960 

I 
too 

got 
a 

job 
to 

h
e
l
p
 

with 
the 

r
i
s
i
n
g
 

cost 
of 

l
iv
in
g
 

and 
to 

p
r
o
v
i
d
e
 

a 
few 

l
u
x
u
r
i
e
s
 

for 
the 

f
a
m
i
l
y
.
 

The 
g
ir
ls
 

grew 
up, 

c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e
d
 

their 
s
t
u
d
i
e
s
:
 

K
r
y
s
i
a
 

a 
t
e
a
c
h
e
r
,
 

Hania 
her 

L
i
b
r
a
r
i
a
n
s
h
i
p
.
 

Both 
are 

m
a
r
r
i
e
d
 

now, 
K
r
y
s
i
a
 

has 
two 

love
ly
 

d
a
u
g
h
t
e
r
s
 

of 
her 

own 
and 

a 
v
e
r
y
 

nice 
h
u
s
b
a
n
d
 

and 
his 

f
a
m
i
l
y
.
 

H
an
ia
 

has 
no 

f
a
m
il
y
 

yet 
but 

a
 

l
o
vi
ng
 

h
u
s
b
a
n
d
.

A
ft
e
r 

36 
y
e
ar
s
 

of 
a 

happy 
m
a
r
r
i
a
g
e
 

B
r
o
n
e
k
 

died 
f
o
u
r
 

y
ea
rs
 

a
go. 

I 
now 

live 
in 

a 
sm
al
i 

b
u
n
g
a
l
o
w
 

on 
my 

own 
w
a
i
t
i
n
g
 

for 
the 

time 
to 

join 
h
i
m
.

It 
is 

now 
1
9
8
7
.

A
f
t
e
r
 

a 
long 

and 
c
r
i
p
p
l
i
n
g
 

i
l
l
n
e
s
s
 

I 
am 

back 
at 

h
o
m
e
.
 

There 
are 

so 
many 

t
h
i
n
g
s
 

to 
e
n
j
o
y
!
 

Every 
sunny 

day 
i
s
 

g
r
e
a
t
l
y
 

a
p
p
r
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Ze wspomnień: Halina Olech.

Kartka z_Eąmiętnika_Kamt;£niarki._

Słoneczny kwiecień 1944 roku dobiegał końca. Z ..zapomnianego przez . ■ 
świat i Boga górskiego Letino,ścięgnięto nas w dolinę do wioseczki 
podgórskiej zielonego Capriati.Tam znowu otworzyłyśmy kantynę.
Wojsko było na dwutygodniowym odpoczynku,a my miałyśmy pełne ręce 
roboty przygotowując lakao,kanapki,bułeczki itp przysmakinie prze
widziane w codziennym w codziennym progranie żołnierskiego kotła. 
Miałyśmy też sporą biblioteczkę,którą w mig rozchwytano,obiecując 
zwrot książek w ciągu następnych dwu tygodniach.To był ostatni wi
dok znikających książek,bo los nas wszystkich,drastycznie się zmienił 
w ciągu następnego miesiąca.
Po spokojnych dwóch tygodniach w przepięknej dolinie Volturno,przy- 

przyszedł znów rozkaz marszu.Wszyscy czyścili swoje"rumaki",pojazdy 
5 batalionu C.K.M.,ciągniki i ciężkie karabiny maszynowe,przeciwlot
niczy oddział :swoje lekkie działa p-lot,ciężki p-lot -swoje,artyleria: 
działa i cięgniki,a my - nasz "Grzmot" /3-tonowa ciężarówka Dodge/, 
szykując się do czegoś bardzo ważnego,o czym głośno nie można było 
mówić.
I tak to w pierw szach dnia maja kolejno zaczęliśmy opuszczać zielo

ną dolinę,z rozkazem doceieWym:miejscowość Aquafondata.Zameldować się 
tam mamy przy Głównym Punkcie Opatrunkowym,obsługiwanym przez Kompa
nię Sanitarną 5-ej Brygady.
Droga z rowu pięła się po górach coraz wyżej.Ominęłyśmy małe mias

teczko Yenafro.Nie uszło naszej uwadze,jakieś duże zagęszczenie ol
brzymich namiotów i wiele zaparkowanych sanitarek.Dojechałyśmy wreszcie 
do szerszej doliny ze skupiskiem domów.Tym razem,wioska była na 
dnie doliny,otoczonej wysokimi górami - w przeciwieństwie do innych, 
budowanych na szczytach pagórków i otoczonych uprawnymi polami lub 
winnicami.Okazało się,że były tam już nasze koleżanki z kantyną Nr. 2, 
z Marylką Łempicką,Tereską,Janką i innymi w rezydencji małego na
miotu. Pozwoliły nam spędzić noc z nimi,choć było tam bardzo ciasno.
N o ,i ze spania,nici.Całą noc ponad głowami strzelała poziomo ciźżka 
artyleria p-lot.Takiego piekielnego huku nawet dzisiejsze działa 
chyba nife -powodują.
Rano,przyszedł ktoś i powiedział,że nasze m.p.ma być trochę dalej 
za górką.To też pojechałyśmy tam,z ostrożna omijając potężny lej 
pozostawiony przez jająś olbrzymią niemiecką bombę,dla bezpieczeństwa 
otoczony taśmą saperską.Znowu,te wielkie ,brązpwe,przeplatane małymi,, 
które dobrze znałyśmy od początku ubiegłego roku.Kręciło się tam wie
lu sanitariuszy,lekarzy,nawet dentystów.I dalej głośno się nie mówi, 
co za cel tego wszystkiego.
Dostałyśmy namiocik na nas cztery i pokazano nam "nasz" schron."^ 

Wieczorem,/a noce były bardzo ciemne/,wielkie poruszenie."Przywieźli 
pierwszego rannego.Pobiegłyśmy do niego.Okazało się,że był znany 
nam Adam Kijowski,który latał na "kubusiu"/samolociki rozpoznawche- 
"spotters"/.Spadł na szczęście po naszej stronie i ocalał.W ślad za 
pilotem,zjawił się drugi nasz znajomy,oznajmiając,oznajmiając,że za 
chwilę zacznie się nawała - żeby być przygotowanym na skok do schronu, 
kiedy już nerwy odmówią nam wytrzymałości.Lada moment,rozpocznie się 
BITY/A 0 MONTE CASSINO. I rzeczywiście - punktualnie o 11-ej 
wieczorem,rozpoczęło się piekło.Łasza artylenia - punktualnie - nie 
dostrzegalnie w dzień - ukryta po górskich zboczach za głazami, 
skałami,głazami,drzewami,huknęła tysiącem strzałów.Drucie tysiące 
odpowiedziały tysiącem wybuchów ze strony niemieckiej.Między nami, 
a,górą z klasztorem Monte Cassino,pięła się wąska,kręta droga,miejs
cami opasana siatkami maskownicznymi,nazwana Infermo,którą zachęto- 
już przywozić łazikami rannych.
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W jednym z załomów Infermo,pod ochroną skalnego nawisu,urzędował dr. 
Szarecki z kilkoma lekarzami i sanitariuszkami.Tam,na stojąco udzie
lali pierwszej pomocy rannym.Do naszych,wielkich,brązowych namiotów, 
przywożono wszystkich rannych,gdzie sortowano żywych od martwych,dawano ; 
pierwsze zastrzyki przeciwtężcowe,morfinę i inne.Stąd,sanitarkami ■ • 
odwożono rannych rannych do pierwszego szpitala CCS w Fenafro.Tam 
były łóżka,sale operacyjne i pełna obsługa.Ciężęj rannych odsyłano 
w głąb kraju,albo nawet na południe na dłuższe leczenie.
Od nas najbliżej było Campobasso,dalej na południe Bari,Trani i inne 

aapitale wojskowe.
Dzień i noc strzelanina nie ustawała.Coraz,jakaś znajoma wtarz uno

siła się z noszy poznając którąś z kantyniarek,prosząc o pomoc,ulgę 
w bólu,szklankę wody,o słowo pociechy.Czasem udawało.się którejś z nas 
pojechać z rannym,któ±y kurczowo trzymał rękę koleżanki i tak dowo- 
wiłyśmy ich do Venafro.Tam zabierano rannego na salą,operacyjną,gdzie 
po zastrzyku usypiającym,wypuszczał rękę "Anioła Stróża "w zielonym 
mundurze kantyniarki i przechodził pod opiekę szpitala z biało-ubra- 
nymi "Aniołami."
Po kilku dniach,przyjechała odwiedzić nas Komendantka, Kompaii Kan
tyn kpt.Henia Ciupkówna,rzuciła okiem na nasze wymizerowane bezsen
nymi twarze i z miecca zabrała mnie i Jankę do Dowództwa Kompanii 
na wyspanie się i jaki-taki wypoczynek.
Z tym"wyspaniem się" - raczej nie wyszło.Dowództwo Kompanii,jak się 

okazało,znajdowało się bowiem,na szlaku lotu niemieckich-bombowców, 
które latały bardzo nisko i rzucały bomby właśnie na naszą okolicę.
To taż,część nocy,musiałyśmy spędzić w rowach przećiwułamkowych,to 
też o spaniu nie było mowy.Po paru dniach wróciłyśmy do "domu" t.j. 
do Kompanii Sanitarne,gdzie nie kazano nam chować się do rowów.Przy
krywałyśmy tylko głowy hełmem,śpiąc na własnych polowych łóżkach 
w namiocie.
Dnia 18-go naja wszystko ucichło.Klasztor został zdobyty.Ha szczacst- 

tach murów, powiewał polski,biało-czerwony sztandar.
Po dwóch dniach polechałyśmy tam,by na własne oczy przekonać się 

o tym krwawym zwycięstwie.Bie mogę jeszcze o tym pisać,nawet po 
45-ciu latach.Mam^ciąż przed oczyma obraz,który będę'pamiętać do 
końca życia.Ruiny klasztoru na szczycie góry.Zbocza pokryte lejami 
po wybuchach.Wszystkie drzewa zamieniona na. strzaskane,jag zapałki- 
drzazgi. . ... .
Nie uprząstnięte jeszcze trupy Niemców,których można rozpoznać bez 

trudności po strzępach muhdurów.
Na klasztornym dziedzińcu,na strzaskanej,marmurowej podłodze,stoi 

cudem nie naruszona studnia.Wszystki otoczone poszarpanymi murami, 
zawalonymi ścianami z wybitymi oknami....
Po cichu,ostrożnie zeszłyśmy z g^ry,zboczem,które teraz zostało po

kryte dywanem czerwonych maków....
Nie mogłyśmy się upominać o zwrot pożyczonych książek z polowej bi
blioteczki - nie chciałyśmy budzić naszych żołnierzyków ,

• z wiecznwgo snu........

I
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Po ataku ZSRR na Polskę musiała przerwać studia we Lwowie. 27 V 1940r. 
została aresztowana przez NKWD i uwięziona w Białymstoku, w styczniu 
194 lr. została przewieziona do Mińska. Jej ojciec był dyrektorem szkoły w 
Białymstoku, jej matka zmarła gdy miała 9 lat. Została oskarżona o pomaganie 
partyzantom we Lwowie za co została skazana na 8 lat łagru dla kobiet- 
więźniów politycznych. Została przetransportowana do miejscowości 
Akmolinsk. Tam pracowała w fabryce odzieży zimowej. Na mocy paktu 
Sikorski- Majski z 1941r. została zwolniona z łagru. Rodzice w czasie wojny 
przeprowadzili się pod Lwów. Powracała przez koł^oz w Talgarze, miejscowość 
Guzar w Uzbekistanie gdzie przebywał jej wój Józef, oficer polski; tam 
pracowała w szpitalu wojskowym. We wrześniu 1942r. wraz z polskimi 
wojskami ewakuowała się nad morze Kaspijskie do miejscowości Pahlewi, 
podczas podróży zachorowała na malarię. Z Iranu przez Irak, Izrael przedostała 
się do Egiptu. Została przydzielona do jednego z batalionów II Polskiego 
Korpusu gen. Andersa jako sanitariusz. We Włoszech trafiła do miejscowości 
Tatano, dalej znalazła się pod Monte Cassino wraz z II Korpusem, była 
pielęgniarką w szpitalu. Po kapitulacji Włoch w miejscowości San Benedetto 
nad^idriatykiem spotkała przyszłego męża Bronka, pobrali się w 1945r. Jej 
ojciec przeżył wojnę w Białymstoku. Ewakuowała się razem z polskimi 
wojskami do Anglii do Glasgow, gdzie pozostała. W 1947r. urodziła się jej 
córka Krystyna a parę lat później Hanka. Mąż Bronek zmarł w 1983r.
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