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ALTMAN Tosia Tove (1918 - 1943)

Tosia Altman, obywatelka polska narodowości żydowskiej, urodziła się 24 sierpnia 

1918 r. w zamożnej rodzinie żydowskiej w Lipnie k. Włocławka. Była uczennicą hebrajskiego 

gimnazjum i tu od 11 roku życia została zapaloną szomerką uczestniczką Haszomer Hacair, 

socjalistycznej organizacji młodzieżowej bazującej na zasadach harcerskich. Wkrótce stała 

się na swoim terenie jedną z czołowych przywódczyń tego ruchu. W 1934 r., kiedy już na 

letnich obozach szomrowych pełniła funkcję wychowawczyni młodszych dziewcząt, wybrano 

ją  delegatką na IV kongres ruchu. W 1938 r. odbyła przysposobienie (hochszara) i weszła do 

Elgavish, stanowiącej zespół instruktorski w Częstochowie. Odtąd współpracowała z 

zarządem głównym Haszomer Hacair w Warszawie. Była także redaktorką gazetki 

„Hanawadim”. Po pewnym czasie została członkiem centralnego kierownictwa organizacji w 

Warszawie, odpowiedzialną za kształcenie młodszych członków (tzw. Dzieci Pustyni).

Dnia 30 sierpnia 1939 r., dwa dni przed wybuchem wojny,^P@sia została mianowana 

członkiem kierownictwa „Bet”; był to specjalnie dobrany zespół młodych kobiet, mający w 

razie zaistnienia sytuacji krytycznej zastąpić kierownictwo właściwe. Po paru dniach 

razem z kilku towarzyszami wyjechała z Warszawy do Wilna. Na terenie okupacji sowieckiej, 

gdzie skupiło się głównie kierownictwo ruchu, tTwrro była czynna w organizowaniu pomocy
cli? ̂ T7

członkom ruchu, którym udało się uciec z terenów włączonych do Rzeszy. Kiedy^żaczęły
j  i-k '/bf-wL, |/t<rnrt | UW z 1 ,Vv,

dochodzić wieści o tym, ip - działy się na terenach Generalnego Gubernatorstwa, gdzie 

członkowie organizacji ja k 'i  jej struktury ̂ pozostały bezradnej opuszczone przez lokalne 

kierownictwa ruchu została wysłana do Warszawy wraz z zespołem-kilku innych

młody^przywódc$&Totrzymali misję budowy konspiracyjnych struktur ruchu. Tosia dotarła

do Warszawy w końcu 1939 r. po krótkim pobycie w granicznym areszcie niemieckim.
7

Została kurierką organizacji,, Wyjeżdżała do wielu miejscowości wyznaczając wszędzie, 

przywódców lokalnych i zaopatrując ich w materiały instrukcyjne. Wyjeżdżała do grup 

członków Haszomer Hacair i gett w Małopolsce i Będzinie, a po wybuchu wojny niemiecko- 

rosyjskiej 22 VI 1941 r., do gett w Grodnie, Białymstoku i Baranowiczach. Głosiła wszędzie 

apel o konieczności oporu i walki, przekazując go także w swoich listach i w prasie 

podziemnej.

W getcie warszawskim była członkinią Bloku Antyfaszystowskiego. Kiedy w lipcu 

1942 r. została utworzona Żydowska Organizacja Bojowa (ŻOB) Tosię wybrano na członka 

grupy przebywającej na „aryjskim” terenie Warszawy, aby tam nawiązywać kontakty f-z
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polskim podziemiem dla uzyskania broni, instruktorów i dostarczania pomocy. Wg Ch. 

Folman-Raban, której przez czas jakiś była współmieszkanką, „promieniowała z niej energia, 

zdolność podejmowania decyzji, autorytet” . f l \  sierpnia 1942 r. w czasie tzw. „Wielkiej 

Akcji” (masowej deportacji Żydów z Warszawy), Tosia przeszmuglowała pierwszą broń na 

teren getta. W czasie „II Akcji”, 18 stycznia 1943 r., została pochwycona i przyprowadzona na 

Umschlagplatz, skąd wysyłano transporty do Treblinki, ale udało się jej uciec. Powracała do /  6 o/? 

getta za każdym razem, kiedy dowiadywała się o grożącej nowej łapance deportacyjnej
)rm ^\

Uczestniczyła m.in. w udanym napadzie na Kasę Judenratu (Rady Żydowskiej).
-  H ------

W czasie powstania w getcie, wybuchłego f  19 kwietnia J  943 r. Tosia była n a d a l /c L  

łączniczką między walczącym gettem a członkami ŻOB po strome !]aryjskiej. ByTa
1 * e

odpowiedzialna za podtrzymywanie kontaktów z nimi, za przekazywanie im raportów 

telefonicznych. Wraz z garstką bojowników przedarła się 8 maja do wielkiego podziemnego 

bunkra na ul. Miła 18, mieszczącego dowództwo ŻOB. Była jedną z nielicznych, którzy 

przeżyli atak na ten bunkier, jego zagazowanie i opuszczenie. Jej towarzysze przywlekli ją, 

ranną w głowę i nogi, do bunkra przy ul. Franciszkańskiej 22. Po 56 godzinach błądzenia po 

kanałach (inne źródło mówi o 30 godzinach) wyszła z getta 10 maja z grupą kilkudziesięciu 

powstańców. Bojowcy schronili się w lesie koło Łomianek, gdzie czekali na włączenie do 

partyzantki. Ale Tosia była niezdolna do życia w partyzantce, wróciła po kilku dniach do 

Warszawy. Ukrywała się z kilku innymi powstańcami na strychu fabryki celulojdu na Pradze 

przy ul. Listopada Dnia 24 maja wybuchł tam pożar. Ciężko poparzona Tosia zdołała 

wybiec na ulicę,’ polscy policjanci oddali ją  Niemcom, którzy przywieźli ją  do szpitala,
Luni-yr+M-' /i • \f~ $  i

zakazująj/udzielenia jej pomocy. Tosia^marła w okrutnych cierpieniach dnia 24 maja 1943 r. > '-y

Postanowieniem Prezydenta PftLjnr 154/48 z dnia 19 kwietnia 1948 r. Tove Altman / /to [ 

została odznaczona pośmiertnie Krzyżem Srebrnym Orderu VIRTUTI MILITARI na wniosek 

ZG Zw. Żyd. Uczestników Walki Zbrojnej z Faszyzmem z 1 IV 1948 r. z uzasadnieniem: Za ( j  

zasługi walce konspiracyjnej w czasie okupacjir" ^Członek ŻOB-u, działaczka 

konspiracyjna, łącznik polityczny i instruktor między ghettami. Udział w powstaniu ghetta. Po 

Powstaniu ginie po stronie aryjskiej w pożarze. n"

( ( K
B K iO K P R P  , Pośmiertny wniosek odznaczeniowy Altman Tosi; APAK, T: 3346/WSK; Archives 

du Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine^document: CDLVII1- 

Kapituły VM III RP;
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Wstawić jej FOTO !!! 

Tosia Altman

Urodziła się 24 sierpnia 1918 r. we Włocławku w zamożnej rodzinie. Uczyła się 
gimnazjum hebrajskim. Od 11 roku życia należała do Haszomer Hacair. W latach 30-tych 
pełniła w tej organizacji funkcję instruktorki młodszych dziewcząt na letnich koloniach 
szomrowych. Od 1938 r. współpracowała z zarządem głównym Haszomer Hacair w 
Warszawie. Była redaktorką gazetki „Hanawadim”. We wrześniu 1939 r. znalazła się wraz z 
grupą szomrów w Wilnie. Pod koniec 1939 r. lub wiosną 1940 r. wróciła wraz Mordechajem 
Anielewiczem, Józefem Kapłanem (wszyscy z Haszomer Hacair) oraz z Icchakiem 
Cukiermanem, Frumką Płotnicką i Cywią Lubetkin (z Droru) do Warszawy celem podjęcia 
działalności konspiracyjnej. Była członkinią kierownictwa Haszomer Hacair, a w getcie 
członkinią Bloku Antyfaszystowskiego. Weszła w skład delegacji wybranej 28 lipca 1942 r. 
do nawiązania kontaktu z ruchem oporu poza murami getta w celu uzyskania broni. Pełniła 
funkcję łączniczki Haszomer Hacair. Wielokrotnie wyjeżdżała do grup Haszomer Hacair na 
terenie Galicji, w Będzinie, Białymstoku, Baranowiczach i Wilnie. Przewoziła tam także 
prasę konspiracyjną drukowaną w Warszawie. Należała do ŻOB. Uczestniczyła w powstaniu 
w getcie warszawskim. Ranna w głowę i nogę, w dniu 10 maja 1943 r. została wyprowadzona 
przez Marka Edelmana z bunkra przy ul. Miłej 18 wraz z grupą innych na Franciszkańską 22. 
Stamtąd w dniu 10 maja przedostała się w grupie około 40 powstańców kanałami na stronę 
aryjską. Zostali przewiezieni ciężarówką do lasku koło Łomianek skąd mieli pójść do 
partyzantki. Po kilku dniach jako niezdolna do pobytu w lesie wróciła do Warszawy. Została 
ukryta wraz z kilkonastoma innymi b. powstańcami na strychu fabryki błon fotograficznych 
na Pradze przy ul. 11 Listopada 10. Tam 24 maja 1943 r. ktoś z ukrywających się 
spowodował pożar, w którym zginęło kilka ukrywających się osób. Tosia Altman wraz z 
Szyfrą Sokółką, ciężko poparzone wybiegły na ulicę. Zostały zatrzymane przez granatowych 
policjantów i przekazane Niemcom. Zmarły tego samego dnia w szpitalu gdyż Niemcy kazali 
pozostawić je bez pomocy.

Postanowieniem prezydenta B. Bieruta Nr 154/48 z dnia 19 kwietnia 194811 
odznaczona pośmiertnie Krzyżem Srebrnym Orderu Wojennego Yirtuti Militari.

Źródła:

D W UdsKiOR, Wykaz Kapituły VM III RP. Suplement. 0 P n - U ^ T - / ^  ^

Engelking B., Leociak J., Getto warszawskie ...., s. 640, 656, 743, 771.
Grupińska A., Odczytanie Listy. Opowieści o powstańcach żydowskich, Warszawa (Wyd. 
Literackie) 2002, s. 29-30.
Słownik uczestniczek....... s. 19.

ALTMAN TOSIA

DW UdsKiOR, Wykaz Kapituły VM III RP. Suplement; - Sł. uczestniczek .., s^l9,
- Engelking, Leociak, Getto warszawskie..., s. 640, 656, 743, 771; Grupińska, Odczytanie
Listy..., s. 29-30.
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Altman Tosia —

Urodziła się 24 sierpnia 1918 r. we Włocławku w zamożnej rodzinie. Uczyła się gimnazjum 

hebrajskim. Od 11 roku życia należała do Haszomer Hacair. W latach 30-tych pełniła w tej 

organizacji funkcję instruktorki młodszych dziewcząt na letnich koloniach szomrowych. Od 

1938 r. współpracowała z zarządem głównym Haszomer Hacair w Warszawie. Była 

redaktorką gazetki „Hanawadim”. We wrześniu 1939 r. znalazła się wraz z grupą szomrów w 

Wilnie. Pod koniec 1939 r. lub wiosną 1940 r. wróciła wraz Mordechajem Anielewiczem, 

Józefem Kapłanem (wszyscy z Haszomer Hacair) oraz z Icchakiem Cukiermanem, Frumką 

Płotnicką i Cywią Lubetkin (z Droru) do Warszawy celem podjęcia działalności 

konspiracyjnej. Była członkinią kierownictwa Haszomer Hacair, a w getcie członkinią Bloku 

Antyfaszystowskiego. Weszła w skład delegacji wybranej 28 lipca 1942 r. do nawiązania 

kontaktu z ruchem oporu poza murami getta w celu uzyskania broni. Pełniła funkcję 

łączniczki Haszomer Hacair. Wielokrotnie wyjeżdżała do grup Haszomer Hacair na terenie 

Galicji, w Będzinie, Białymstoku, Baranowiczach i Wilnie. Przewoziła tam także prasę 

konspiracyjną drukowaną w Warszawie. Należała do ŻOB. Uczestniczyła w powstaniu w 

getcie warszawskim. Ranna w głowę i nogę, w dniu 10 maja 1943 r. została wyprowadzona 

przez Marka Edelmana z bunkra przy ul. Miłej 18 wraz z grupą innych na Franciszkańską 22. 

Stamtąd w dniu 10 maja przedostała się w grupie około 40 powstańców kanałami na stronę 

aryjską. Zostali przewiezieni ciężarówką do lasku koło Łomianek skąd mieli pójść do 

partyzantki. Po kilku dniach jako niezdolna do pobytu w lesie wróciła do Warszawy. Została 

ukryta wraz z kilkonastoma innymi b. powstańcami na strychu fabryki błon fotograficznych 

na Pradze przy ul. 11 Listopada 10. Tam 24 maja 1943 r. ktoś z ukrywających się spowodował 

pożar, w którym zginęło kilka ukrywających się osób. Tosia Altman wraz z Szyfrą Sokółką 

ciężko poparzone wybiegły na ulicę. Zostały zatrzymane przez granatowych policjantów i 

przekazane Niemcom. Zmarły tego samego dnia w szpitalu gdyż Niemcy kazali pozostawić je 

bez pomocy.
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Postanowieniem prezydenta B. Bieruta Nr 154/48 z dnia 19 kwietnia 1948 r. odznaczona 

pośmiertnie Krzyżem Srebrnym Orderu Wojennego Virtuti Militari.

Źródła:

DW UdsKiOR, Wykaz Kapituły VM III RP. Suplement.

Engelking B., Leociak J., Getto warszawskie ...., s. 640, 656, 743, 771.

Grupińska A., Odczytanie Listy. Opowieści o powstańcach żydowskich, Warszawa (Wyd. 

Literackie) 2002, s. 29-30.

Słownik uczestniczek..... , s. 19.
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Tova (Tosia) Altman j ̂  Page 1 sur 3

UP
Tova (Tosia) A ltm an

The Głietto F ighters' House
Holocaust and Jewish Re*i*tonc» 

H lrifag* Muitum. Isruel
9 7 2 - £ 0 ] 4 - 9 9 S O e O  ftlX : 9 7 i - E o ] 4 - 9 9 5 8 0 0 7 Select Language

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir and the Jewish 
underground in the Warsaw ghetto.

Tosia Altman was bom in 1918, in Lipno near Włocławek. She was among the 
leaders of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth movement and a key activist in its 
underground movement during the German occupation, until her last day. She 
was one o f the founders of the Jewish Fighting Organization and belonged to 
its leadership.

At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa’ir chapter and soon 
became a counselor in the movement. At age 16, she was chosen to represent 
her region at the movement's Fourth Congress. In 1938, she joined the 
"Elgavish" training commune in Częstochowa, and after some time joined the 
central leadership of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir in Warsaw, responsible for the 
education of the younger members, "Bnei ha - Midbar" (Hebrew: Children of 
the Desert).

ijasaSsg

GFH Archive, Catalogue # 1029

http://english.gfh.org.il/tova_(tosia) altman.htm 0 9 / 0 1  /O O O T
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On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak of WWII, she was appointe 
to the "Bet" (Secondary) Leadership, a core group o f young women who woul< 
fili in for the veteran leadership in an emergency. Within a few days, she and 
several comrades left for the east, to the Soviet occupied area, to work in 
organizing and aid for movement members who had fled western Poland. On 
receiving the terrible news of occurrences in the German occupied regions, 
where movement members and groups had been abandoned without leadership 
the main movement leadership met in Vilnius (Vilna) and decided to send 
Tosia to Warsaw. Her mission there was to organize and train a core o f young 
leaders who would rebuild the movement and its branches throughout the 
Generalgouvemement and western Poland, the areas which had been 
incorporated into the German Reich.

At the end o f October or beginning o f November 1942, Tosia retumed to 
Warsaw, followed by Josef Kapłan, Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel 
Braslav, who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, she 
decided to serve as a courier. She traveled to many towns and villages, located 
Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir members, set up local chapters and provided them witl 
educational materiał from the movement. She also traveled to occupied Vilniu; 
to confirm the rumors o f mass killings o f Jews in the east, and brought this 
back with her along with the cali for resistance and rebellion.

After the establishment o f the Jewish Fighting Organization, Tosia was choser 
as a member of a team going to the "Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set up contacts 
with the Polish underground for getting weapons, training and aid. This team 
was comprised o f Arie Wilner, Frumka Płotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On 
August 21, 1942 (during the Great Aktion — mass deportations from the 
Warsaw ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five 
handguns and eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was caught and taken to the 
Umschlagplatz, but succeeded in getting away. She would return to the ghetto 
every time she heard o f an impending roundup for deportation, up until the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge o f maintaining 
contact with ZOB members outside the ghetto, and would phone them with 
update reports on the battles there. Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and 
other fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the 
headąuarters bunker and was among the few survivors after the battle when th  
bunker was attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Her comrades found her 
there, with head and leg wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the 
ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the Łomianki Forest, and found 
shelter on the "Aryan" side o f Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10 
Listopadowa 11 Street. On May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out ii 
the factory; the celluloid ignited ąuickly and the factory went up in flames. 
Tosia was severely bumed, then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible 
suffering without receiving medical treatment.

In her letter o f April 7, 1942 to her friend and counselor, Adam Rand o f the H;
- Shomer ha - Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia wrote o f her feelings about the fate o f he 
people: "...the malady o f Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as 
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and I am powerless to help. Did you 
ever try to batter down a wali with your head?"

17



fcva ( i osia) Aiti^au Page 3 sur 3

“And as in the past, warm hearts do beat again, in 
every place people live, cities, smali towns, frozen tired 
hands keep the flame burning. These hands get less 
and less numerous, but more and more vigilant.”

‘‘Listen, my friends, you who are drying the swamps of 
German’s hard labor camps, you who are tom by 
constant hunger within the sealed walls of the ghetto, 
you who are likely to be locked to- morrow --or the day 
after— behind walls, listen, all ofyou:

We shall resist! We shall succeed by fighting back in 
rising up and starting anew all over again!"

From the Ulegał El Al newspaper, April, 1941

Bibliography::
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http://english.gfh.org.il/tova (tosia) altman.htm
Tova (Tosia) Altman

GFH Archive, Catalogue # 102 9

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - 
Tsa1ir and the Jewish underground in the Warsaw

ghetto.

Tosia Altman was born in 1918, in Lipno near 
Włocławek. She was among the leaders of the Ha - 
Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth movement and a key activist 
in its underground movement during the German 
occupation, until her last day. She was one of the 
founders of the Jewish Fighting Organization and 
belonged to its leadership.

At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer ha
- Tsa'ir chapter and soon became a counselor in the 
movement. At age 16, she was chosen to represent her
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region at the movement's Fourth Congress. In 1938, 
she joined the "Elgavish" training commune in 
Częstochowa, and after some time joined the central 
leadership of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir in Warsaw, 
responsible for the education of the younger members, 
"Bnei ha - Midbar" (Hebrew: Children of the Desert).

On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak of 
WWII, she was appointed to the "Bet" (Secondary) 
Leadership, a core group of young women who would 
fili in for the veteran leadership in an emergency. 
Within a few days, she and several comrades left for 
the east, to the Soviet occupied area, to work in 
organizing and aid for movement members who had fled 
western Poland. On receiving the terrible news of 
occurrences in the German occupied regions, where 
movement members and groups had been abandoned 
without leadership, the main movement leadership met 
in Vilnius (Vilna) and decided to send Tosia to 
Warsaw. Her mission there was to organize and train a 
core of young leaders who would rebuild the movement 
and its branches throughout the Generalgouvernement 
and western Poland, the areas which had been 
incorporated into the German Reich.

At the end of October or beginning of November 1942, 
Tosia returned to Warsaw, followed by Josef Kapłan, 
Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav, who joined 
her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, 
she decided to serve as a courier. She traveled to 
many towns and villages, located Ha - Shomer ha - 
Tsa'ir members, set up local chapters and provided 
them with educational materiał from the movement. She 
also traveled to occupied Vilnius to confirm the 
rumors of mass killings of Jews in the east, and 
brought this back with her along with the cali for 
resistance and rebellion.

After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting 
Organization, Tosia was chosen as a member of a team 
going to the "Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set up 
contacts with the Polish underground for getting 
weapons, training and aid. This team was comprised of 
Arie Wilner, Frumka Płotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On 
August 21, 1942 (during the Great Aktion -- mass

20



deportations from the Warsaw ghetto), the first 
weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five handguns 
and eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was 
caught and taken to the Umschlagplatz, but succeeded 
in getting away. She would return to the ghetto every 
time she heard of an impending roundup for 
deportation, up until the Warsaw ghetto uprising in 
April 1943. She was in charge of maintaining contact 
with ZOB members outside the ghetto, and would phone 
them with update reports on the battles there. 
Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and other 
fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 
which became the headąuarters bunker and was among 
the few survivors after the battle when the bunker 
was attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Her 
comrades found her there, with head and leg wounds. 
Tosia was among the fighters who left the ghetto on 
May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the Łomianki Forest, 
and found shelter on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw in 
the celluloid factory at 10 Listopadowa 11 Street. On 
May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out in 
the factory; the celluloid ignited ąuickly and the 
factory went up in flames. Tosia was severely burned, 
then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible 
suffering without receiving medical treatment.

In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and 
counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir 
leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings about the 
fate of her people: "...the malady of Israel, and my 
own, has finally been revealed as incurable...Israel 
is dying before my eyes and I am powerless to help. 
Did you ever try to batter down a wali with your 
head?"

"And as in the past, warm hearts do beat again, in 
every place people live, cities, smali towns, frożen
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tired hands keep the flame burning. These hands get 
less and less numerous, but more and more vigilant."

"Listen, my friends, you who are drying the swamps of 
German' s hard labor camps, you who are t o m  by 
constant hunger within the sealed walls of the 
ghetto, you who are likely to be locked to- morrow —  
o r  the day after-- behind walls, listen, all of you:

We shall resist! We shall succeed by fighting back in 
rising up and starting anew all over again!"

From the illegal El Al newspaper, April, 1941
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Tosia Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir and the Jewish underground 
in the Warsaw ghetto.

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir and the Jewish 
underground in the Warsaw ghetto.
Note:
Tosia Altman was born in 1918, in Lipno near Włocławek. She was among the 
leaders of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth movement and a key activist in its 
underground movement during the German occupation, until her last day. She 
was one of the founders of the Jewish Fighting Organization and bełonged to its 
leadership.
At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir chapter and soon 
became a counselor in the movement. At age 16, she was chosen to represent her 
region at the movement's Fourth Congress. In 1938, she joined the "Elgavish" 
training commune in Częstochowa, and after some time joined the central 
leadership of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir in Warsaw, responsible for the education 
of the younger members, "Bnei ha - Midbar" (Hebrew: Children of the Desert). 
On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak ofW W H, she was appointed 
to the "Bet" (Secondary) Leadership, a core group of young women who would 
fili in for the veteran leadership in an emergency. Within a few days, she and 
several comrades left for the east, to the Soviet occupied area, to work in 
organizing and aid for movement members who had fled western Poland. On 
receiving the terrible news of occurrences in the German occupied regions, 
where movement members and groups had been abandoned without leadership, 
the main movement leadership met in Vilnius (Vilna) and decided to send Tosia 
to Warsaw. Her mission there was to organize and train a core of young leaders 
who would rebuild the movement and its branches throughout the 
Generalgouvernement and western Poland, the areas which had been 
incorporated into the German Reich.
At the end of October or beginning of November 1942, Tosia returned to 
Warsaw, followed by Josef Kapłan, Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav, 
who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, she decided to 
serve as a courier. She traveled to many towns and villages, located Ha - Shomer 
ha - Tsa'ir members, set up local chapters and provided them with educational
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materiał from the movement. She also traveled to occupied Vilnius to confirm 
the rumors of mass killings of Jews in the east, and brought this back with her 
along with the cali for resistance and rebellion.
After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting Organization, Tosia was chosen 
as a member of a team going to the "Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set up contacts 
with the Polish underground for getting weapons, training and aid. This team 
was comprised of Arie Wilner, Frumka Płotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On August
21, 1942 (during the Great Aktion — mass deportations from the Warsaw 
ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five handguns and 
eight grenades.
On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was caught and taken to the 
Umschlagplatz, but succeeded in getting away. She would return to the ghetto 
every time she heard of an impending roundup for deportation, up until the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge of maintaining contact 
with ZOB members outside the ghetto, and would phone them with update 
reports on the battles there. Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and other 
fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the 
headquarters bunker and was among the few survivors after the battle when the 
bunker was attacked and abandoned on May 8,1943. Her comrades found her 
there, with head and leg wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the 
ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the Łomianki Forest, and found shelter 
on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10 Listopadowa 11 
Street. On May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out in the factory; the 
celluloid ignited quickly and the factory went up in flames. Tosia was severely 
burned, then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible suffering without 
receiving medical treatment.
In her Ietter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - 
Shomer ha - Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings about the fate of her 
people: "...the malady of Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as 
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and I ain powerless to help. Did you 
ever try to batter down a wali with your head?"
See:
1) Gutman, Yisrael, "The Jews of Warsaw, 1939 - 1943: Ghetto, Underground, 
RevoIt", Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1982.
2) Zuckerman, Yitzhak "Antek", "A Surplus of Memory: Chronicie of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising", Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.
3) Lubetkin, Zivia, "In the Days of Destruction and Revolt", Israel: Beit 
Lohamei Haghetaot, 1981.
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Tosia Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir 
and the Jewish underground in the Warsaw ghetto.

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - 
Tsa'ir and the Jewish underground in the Warsaw 
ghetto.
Note:
Tosia Altman was born in 1918, in Lipno near 
Włocławek. She was among the leaders of the Ha - 
Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth movement and a key 
activist in its underground movement during the 
German occupation, until her last day. She was one 
of the founders of the Jewish Fighting 
Organization and belonged to its leadership.
At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer 
ha - Tsa'ir chapter and soon became a counselor in 
the movement. At age 16, she was chosen to 
represent her region at the movement's Fourth 
Congress. In 1938, she joined the "Elgavish" 
training commune in Częstochowa, and after some 
time joined the central leadership of Ha - Shomer 
ha - Tsa'ir in Warsaw, responsible for the 
education of the younger members, "Bnei ha - 
Midbar" (Hebrew: Children of the Desert).
On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak 
of WWII, she was appointed to the "Bet"
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(Secondary) Leadership, a core group of young 
women who would fili in for the veteran leadership 
in an emergency. Within a few days, she and 
several comrades left for the east, to the Soviet 
occupied area, to work in organizing and aid for 
movement members who had fled western Poland. On 
receiving the terrible news of occurrences in the 
German occupied regions, where movement members 
and groups had been abandoned without leadership, 
the main movement leadership met in Vilnius 
(Vilna) and decided to send Tosia to Warsaw. Her 
mission there was to organize and train a core of 
young leaders who would rebuild the movement and 
its branches throughout the Generalgouvernement 
and western Poland, the areas which had been 
incorporated into the German Reich.
At the end of October or beginning of November 
1942, Tosia returned to Warsaw, followed by Josef 
Kapłan, Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav, 
who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a 
short time, she decided to serve as a courier. She 
traveled to many towns and villages, located Ha - 
Shomer ha - Tsa'ir members, set up local chapters 
and provided them with educational materiał from 
the movement. She also traveled to occupied 
Vilnius to confirm the rumors of mass killings of 
Jews in the east, and brought this back with her 
along with the cali for resistance and rebellion. 
After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting 
Organization, Tosia was chosen as a member of a 
team going to the "Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set 
up contacts with the Polish underground for 
getting weapons, training and aid. This team was 
comprised of Arie Wilner, Frumka Płotnicka and 
Leah Perlstein. On August 21, 1942 (during the 
Great Aktion -- mass deportations from the Warsaw 
ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the 
ghetto: five handguns and eight grenades.
On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she 
was caught and taken to the Umschlagplatz, but 
succeeded in getting away. She would return to the 
ghetto every time she heard of an impending 
roundup for deportation, up until the Warsaw 
ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge 
of maintaining contact with ZOB members outside 
the ghetto, and would phone them with update 
reports on the battles there. Together with 
Mordechai Anielewicz and other fighters, she moved 
to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the 
headąuarters bunker and was among the few 
survivors after the battle when the bunker was 
attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Her
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comrades found her there, with head and leg 
wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the 
ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the 
Łomianki Forest, and found shelter on the "Aryan" 
side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10 
Listopadowa 11 Street. On May 24, 1943, an 
accidentally - set fire broke out in the factory; 
the celluloid ignited quickly and the factory went 
up in flames. Tosia was severely burned, then 
caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible 
suffering without receiving medical treatment.
In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and 
counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - Shomer ha - 
Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings 
about the fate of her people: "...the malady of 
Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as 
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and I 
am powerless to help. Did you ever try to batter 
down a wali with your head?"
See:
1) Gutman, Yisrael, "The Jews of Warsaw, 1939 - 
1943: Ghetto, Underground, Revolt", Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press, 1982.
2) Zuckerman, Yitzhak "Antek", "A Surplus of 
Memory: Chronicie of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising", 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.
3) Lubetkin, Zivia, "In the Days of Destruction 
and Revolt", Israel: Beit Lohamei Haghetaot, 1981.
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Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav, who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, she 
decided to serve as a courier. She traveled to many towns and villages, located Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir members, set 
up local chapters and provided them with educationai materiał from the movement. She also traveled to occupied 
Vilnius to confirm the rumors of mass killings of Jews in the east, and brought this back with her along with the cali 
for resistance and rebellion.
After the establishment o f the Jewish Fighting Organization, Tosia was chosen as a member o f a team going to the 
"Aryan" side o f Warsaw, to set up contacts with the Polish underground for getting weapons, training and aid. This 
team was comprised o f Arie Wilner, Frumka Płotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On August 21, 1942 (during the Great 
Aktion — mass deportations from the Warsaw ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five handguns 
and eight grenades.
On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was caught and taken to the Umschlagplatz, but succeeded in 
getting away. She would return to the ghetto every time she heard o f an impending roundup for deportation, up until 
the Warsaw ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge of maintaining contact with ZOB members outside the 
ghetto, and would phone them with update reports on the battles there. Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and 
other fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the headąuarters bunker and was among the 
few survivors after the battle when the bunker was attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Fler comrades found her 
there, with head and leg wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to 
the Łomianki Forest, and found shelter on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10 Listopadowa 11 
Street. On May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out in the factory; the celluloid ignited quickly and the 
factory went up in flames. Tosia was severely burned, then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible suffering 
without receiving medical treatment.
In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia 
wrote of her feelings about the fate of her people: "...the malady of Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as 
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and I am powerless to help. Did you ever try to batter down a wali with your 
head?"
“And as in the past, warm hearts do beat again, in every place people live, cities, smali towns, frozen tired hands 
keep the flam e burning. These hands get less and less numerous, but more and more rigilant. ”
“Listen, my friends, you who are drying the swamps o f  German ’s hard labor canips, you who are tom  by constant 
hunger within the sealed walls o f  the ghetto, you who are likely to be locked to- morrow —or the day after— behind 
walls, listen, all o f  you:
We shall resist! We shall succeed by fighting back in rising up and starting anew all over again!”
From the illegal El Al newspaper, April, 1941 
Bibiiography::
1) Gutman, Yisrael, "The Jews of Warsaw, 1939 - 1943: Ghetto, Underground, Revolt", Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1982.
2) Zuckerman, Yitzhak "Antek", "A Surplus of Memory: Chronicie of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising", Berkeley:
University of Califomia Press, 1993.
3) Lubetkin, Zivia, "In the Days o f Destruction and Revolt", Israel: Beit Lohamei Haghetaot, 1981.
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LAST LETTER FROM BĘDZIN111 
(17.7.1943)

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them 
being Tzvia (Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman),  ̂ and Galer (Eliezer). 2 ^ From the Ya’ari family (the reference is 
to Meir Ya'ari from the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived.

\) Tosia (Altman), Chentzia (Płotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kapłan, 1̂6 -* Mordechai Anilewicz, 
and thousands o f our people are no longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ("Poalei Zion"); only one 

Sack (Yosef) " survived; Grajak (Shalom) and Levin (Lejser). From the Samak (Kapłan) ^2 2  ̂ family 
only Bloch (Eliezer Lippa), ^2 3  ̂ who was in the labor camp, survived, and Kirshenbaum (Menachem); and 
from the Alter family (Victor), ^ - 5 -' only a few survived.
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9. Yosef Kapłan - one of the founders o f the Jewish Fighters' Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first o f its 
cominanders, and a member of the main leadership of the Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the
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LAST LETTER FROM BĘDZIN-^ 
(17.7.1943)

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in 
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia 
(Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), and Galer (Eliezer).
From the Ya'ari family (the reference is to Meir Ya'ari from 
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with 
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),
Chentzia (Płotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kapłan,
Mordechai Anilewicz, and thousands of our people are no
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ("Poalei
Zion"); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom) ^ L
and Levin (Lej ser) . From the Samak (Kapłan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa), who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem); and from the Alter family
(Victor), only a few survived.

[Page 542]

9. Yosef Kapłan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters' 
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first of its 
commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement 
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Altman (who was also 
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught 
by the Gestapo and died under torturę) and the underground 
movement throughout the "General Government." He was a 
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the 
agricultural farm in Żarki and the urban kibbutzim of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was 
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated 
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in 
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and 
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>
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13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the 
"Government" and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the 
Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping 
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and 
worked in the celluloid factory in Prag-Warsaw. She was badly 
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (24 May 
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

To Wania, Mendel, Ze'ev and all our friends, wherever they may

Dear Friends,

After a lengthy wait, the messenger arrived today with your 
letter. Unfortunately, he has been slightly overdue in coming. 
For years we have dreamed of an opportunity to tell of our 
life and our war.

During the past year and a half of the war, we established a 
training program and, apart from this, youth movements that 
were stronger and better than in normal times.

Following the organization of the ghettoes, a systematic plan 
of extermination began. It began in Wartago, —  in the 
districts of Lodz and Pozan. About 80,000 Jews were poisoned 
by gas-officially it was known as Oysidlung [in German: 
Aussiedlung = evacuation]. In Lodz there was a smali, closed, 
and sealed community that numbered some 40,000 who were 
undoubtedly dying from hunger and tuberculosis. At the moment, 
we don't have any information from there. This place of 
destruction is called Chełmno. —

After this, came the extermination of the Lithuanian Jews who 
were shot to death in Ponar. —  Altogether, about 20,000 Jews 
remained in Vilna, Kovno and Shavl. For several months now, we 
have had no word from there either, and it appears that they 
have been made "Judenrein." We prepared our defenses, but

[Page 541]

LAST LETTER FROM BĘDZIN111
(17.7.1943)
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unfortunately they've been unsuccessful. In the area known as 
"Government," —  Warsaw, Lublin, Częstochowa, Kraków and the 
surroundings, there are no Jews at all. The extermination was 
carried out by gas in Treblinka, —  near

Modrzęjow near Sosnowiec, 1942. The last journey... Jews being 
taken to the railway carriages to be exiled to Auschwitz.
Małkinia. This is an infamous place of destruction, not only 
for the Jews of Poland, but also for the Jews of Holland, 
Belgium, and so forth.

Our finest chapter was in Warsaw. Tzvia (Lubotkin] —  
organized the defense and Yosef (Kapłan], —  the children (the 
reference is to the various Zionist youth movements, M. H.) 
Terrible battles took place in the ghetto. Sadly, only several 
hundred of the enemy were killed - some 800. The result was 
that all the Jews were killed; the ghetto was destroyed and 
not a tracę of it remained.

In the "Government" region there is no longer a Jewish 
settlement, apart from three labor camps, Trevnik, Poniatov 
and Prokochim, numbering up to 30,000 people. In a few
weeks time there will be nobody left.

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in 
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia 
(Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), and Galer (Eliezer).
From the Ya'ari family (the reference is to Meir Ya'ari from 
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with 
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),
Chentzia (Płotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kapłan,
Mordechai Anilewicz, and thousands of our people are no
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ("Poalei
Zion"); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom)
and Levin (Lejser). Fr0m the Samak (Kapłan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa), who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem) ; and from the Alter family
(Yictor), only a few survived.

[Page 542]
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The Ukrainę and Polesia are "Judenrein."

In Bialystock about 20,000 Jews survived in slightly better 
conditions. Those from the Lublin district were completely 
exterminated in Belzec and Sobibor.

The last Jewish settlement, which had existed under relatively 
better conditions, was Upper Eastern Silesia. Some three weeks 
ago 7,000 Jews were exiled. They are being killed in 
Auschwitz. They are being shot and incinerated. In the coming 
weeks, our district will be without Jews. When you receive 
this letter, none of us will be alive. Based on the 
information we received through Switzerland, only a few people 
were arrested (sent to the detention camp for foreign 
citizens, M. H.) None of us were among them. These days, the 
authorities are making it difficult and are no longer placing 
people in detention camps. To date, we have not received any 
word from any of those who were sent in the last dispatch. On 
the contrary, today we know for certain that they were sent to 
Auschwitz. Immediate intervention by the patron government is 
of the strictest urgency. We are not sending you the reąuested 
materiał, sińce you will be able to receive the pictures and 
the facts from Natan (Shvalbe) and from Zilev (Dr. Avraham 
Zilberstejn) .

I personally visited all the districts I have written about 
and witnessed all the acts of extermination. Hershl 
(Shpringer) is still with us; however, do not write to this
address, sińce he is at odds with "Shiltonovitz" (the 
authorities). For myself, I am also not living with him 
[ "Shiltonovitz"] in complete tranąuility. We are looking for a 
way to reach Hungary and reąuest your help with this, in any 
way possible.

Do whatever you can. I doubt if you can help us in time, sińce 
we are nearing our finał days. All the youth movements 
together number no more than a few hundred people, including 
our kibbutz members and the children's' kibbutz, unofficial 
kibbutzim.

Our hope of reaching the homeland (Eretz Yisrael) has not been 
realized, to our deepest regret. Warmest regards to the Letben 
family (Yitzhak Tebenkin), Eliezer (Gravitski), Benderski (P. 
Benduri), Ya'ari (Meir), Kolodeni )Kol Moshe), Goldstein 
(Yitzhak), Pinkas (Lubianiker-Lavon), and all the relatives.

We are writing this letter in great hastę, sińce the 
messenger's time is very pressed. We haven1t the strength or 
the patience to write everything to you, what was most 
important and what we wanted most.
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We send heartfelt greetings.

Frumke (Płotnicka) 
Herschl (Shpringer) 
Tzvi (Brandes) 
Kozhuch (Israel) 
Shlomo L .  (Lerner)

Będzin, 17 July 1943.

[Page 542]

Notes regarding the "Last letter from Będzin"

1. See the article by Nachman Blumenthal ("Der lester Brief 
fun Będzin") regarding this letter. The names and remarks in 
brackets and guotes are not part of the original letter. 
Inaccuracies in some of the information regarding the events 
in other places can be explained by the situation at the time. 
<Return>

2. Wania, Mendel, Ze'ev - messengers of the Hechalutz and 
Histadrut Haovdim organizations, which operated in Koshta 
(Turkey) during the Second World War for Jews trapped and 
tortured in countries conąuered by the Germans. <Return>

3. Wartago (or Wartaland, the land of Warta) - the western 
provinces of Poland. Poznań and areas around Lodz and 
Pomerania that were annexed to the Reich at Hitler's order on 
the 8th of October 1939. Of the 460,000 Jews in Wartago, only 
about 10,000 survived. <Return>

4. Chełmno - an extermination camp in the village of Chełmno, 
14 km from the district Capital of Kolo, in the Wartago 
region. The victims were poisoned in cars by poison gas and 
buried in the nearby forest. In 1942 they began burning the 
bodies in two incinerators, whose capacity was 20 bodies that 
would be incinerated within 20 minutes. On an average, about
1,000 people were murdered each day. The number of victims 
stands at 370,000, most of them Wartago Jews (about 340,000) 
and minorities (about 25,000) from other countries. <Return>

5 . Ponar - extermination camp, about 8 km from Vilna, near the 
Vilna-Grodno-Warsaw railway, the valley of death for the Jews 
of Vilna and vicinity. The victims were shot and their bodies 
incinerated in a pyre. The approximate number of victims is
60,000. <Return>

6. "Government" ("General Government") - an administrative 
unit covering the central regions of occupied Poland, whose
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population was close to 15 million people. At the head of the 
General Government was Dr. Hans Frank (General Governor). The 
capital was Kraków. The Zaglembian cities were not counted as 
General Government, but rather were annexed to the German 
Reich. <Return>

7. Treblinka - an extermination camp. The victims were gassed 
and incinerated on pyres. Most of the Jews of Warsaw and 
eastern Poland met their deaths in this camp. They arrived 
here by transports from Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Bułgaria and so on. The camp operated from the middle of 1942 
until the 2nd of August 1943, when there was a rebellion of 
Jews working in the place and it was burned down. Many of the 
rebels were killed and few survived. The number of victims 
reached 750,000 souls. <Return>

8. Tzvia Lubotkin, was a student of the Freiheit movement, a 
member of the Dror movement, and one of the organizers of the 
underground pioneering group in occupied Poland. She was among 
the founders of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem [Jewish Fighters' 
Organization] and one of its commanders. She was the Hechalutz 
movement representative in the Jewish national committee and 
in the coordinating committee. During the April rebellion, she 
fought in the central ghetto [Warsaw]. On the 10th of May 1943 
she was among those who escaped through the sewers to the 
Aryan side. Today, she is a member of Kibbutz Lochmei 
Haghettaot and a member of the Central Zionist Workers 
committee. She has published articles and books on the Warsaw 
Ghetto, regarding the uprising and so on. Her works have been 
translated into several European languages. <Return>

9. Yosef Kapłan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters' 
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first of its 
commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement 
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Altman (who was also 
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught 
by the Gestapo and died under torturę) and the underground 
movement throughout the "General Government." He was a 
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the 
agricultural farm in Żarki and the urban kibbutzim of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was 
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated 
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in 
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and 
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>

[543]

10. Trevnik, Poniatov and Prokochim - these were extermination 
concentration camps. <Return>
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11. Yitzhak Zukerman, known as Antek, a member of the 
pioneering youth movement. One of the organizers of the 
Underground and a founder of the Jewish Fighters' Organization 
and a member of its command. He fought in the Warsaw Ghetto 
during the April uprising. He survived and today is a member 
of Kibbutz Lochmei Haghettaot. He published articles and books 
about the Warsaw Ghetto, about the destruction of Polish 
Jewry. He edited the book Sefer Milchamot Haghettaot [The Book 
of the Ghetto Wars] together with Moshe Basok. <Return>

12. Eliezer Galer was a soldier in the Polish Army and fought 
against the Germans at the beginning of the war. After his 
release from a POW camp, he was among the founders of the 
Gordonia movement throughout the "Government," one of the 
founders of the kibbutz at 23 Nalavaki Street, and the 
organizer of this movement1s seminary. During the period that 
the [Warsaw] Ghetto was being destroyed, he set out for 
Zaglembia. At the end of 1942 he returned to Warsaw. He was 
one of the commanders and fighters in the Warsaw uprising. He 
was among those who survived by Crossing to the Aryan side 
through the sewers. In the summer of 1943, he was taken as a 
South American Citizen to the detainee camp in Bergen-Belsen, 
and later to Auschwitz where he was killed. <Return>

13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the 
"Government" and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the 
Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping 
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and 
worked in the celluloid factory in Prag-Warsaw. She was badly 
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (24 May 
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

14. Chentzia Płotnicka - a student of Freiheit and an activist 
in the Dror movement in occupied Poland. She worked to renew 
her movement1s centers in various places. At the beginning of 
1942 she was dispatched to Będzin and worked there for some 
time. She was killed in Warsaw during the confrontations with 
the Germans. <Return>

15. Leah Perlstein - a teacher, one of the organizers of the 
underground Hechalutz movement. She visited Zaglembia in the 
spring of 1940 and organized an aliya via Slovakia. During the 
period that the Warsaw Ghetto was being destroyed, she was a 
delegate member of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem on the Aryan side 
to purchase arms and negotiate with the Polish Underground to 
receive assistance. She was killed by the Germans during the 
uprising of January 1943. <Return>

16. See note 9. <Return>
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17. Mordechai Anilewicz - commander of the Jewish Fighters' 
Organization in Warsaw and one of the leaders of the 
underground Hashomer Hatzair movement in the "Government."
When the war broke out he was living in Vilna, and in the 
spring of 1940 he returned to Warsaw as a delegate of his 
movement. He was a lecturer in clandestine seminars and one of 
the editors of the movement's papers. He visited the cities of 
Zaglembia in the summer of 1942 in order to organize a 
defense. During the January uprising in Warsaw, he fought at 
the front of his company and was its only survivor. In the 
April uprising he was located in the central bunker (18 Mila 
Street) and it was here that he was killed together with a 
hundred fighters, besieged by the enemy. <Return>

18. Enshel Reiss - a leader of the Poalei Zion movement in 
Poland. Today he lives in Israel and is among the main 
activists in the Federation of Polish Emigres. <Return>

19. Yosef Sack - a public activist in the Warsaw Ghetto, one 
of the leaders of the Poalei Zion movement in Poland, one of 
the founders and directors of the underground Dror gymnasia, 
and a member of the workers' committee that encouraged self- 
defense. He provided help from the Aryan side on behalf of the 
national committee. He was among those who survived and live 
in Israel. <Return>

20. Shalom (Stephan) Grajak - a member of the Poalei Zion 
movement and one of the founders of the underground party in 
the Warsaw Ghetto, was one of the activists in the National 
Jewish Committee and the Jewish Fighters' Organization. During 
the April uprising he was one of the organizers of the 
transfer of fighters to Tebens-Shultz on the Aryan side. 
<Return>

21. Lej ser Levin - an activist in the Poalei Zion movement in 
Poland and an organizer of the underground party. He was among 
those who survived and live in Israel. <Return>

22. Samek (Shmuel) Kapłan - an activist in the Noar Zioni 
[Zionist Youth] in the Warsaw Ghetto. He was a member of the 
pioneering coordination committee for a period. He was exiled 
to Treblinka during the large Aktzia. <Return>

23. Lippa Bloch - born in the Ukrainę, one of the heads of the 
General Zionists (Al Hamishmar) in Poland. He was the chief 
director of the Keren Kayemet Leyisrael fund in Poland of the 
past, a lecturer in the underground pioneering movement, and a 
member of the civil committee working with the Jewish 
coordinating committee. During the period of the April 
uprising he was exiled to the labor camp in Kreshnik, where he 
founded a clandestine committee that communicated with the 
National Jewish Committee in Warsaw. In July 1944 he was
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exiled to Pleshov and from there to Mauthausen. Details of his 
death are not known. <Return>

24. Menachem Kirshenbaum - one of the leaders of the General 
Zionists and an important public activist in the Warsaw 
Ghetto. He was an organizer of the mutual aid organization, 
Yiddishe Sotsiale Eleinhilf, which was founded during the 
Warsaw siege, a member of the public committee organized by 
the "Joint," and one of the initiators of Tekuma (an 
organization for the cultivation of Jewish culture in the 
Warsaw Ghetto). He fled to the Aryan side during the April 
uprising. He planned to travel to Witał as a South American 
Citizen, but he was arrested by the Gestapo through an 
informant. He was sent to Paviak and was murdered there. 
<Return>

25. Victor Alter - one of the most important activists in the 
Bund movement in Poland. During the war he fled to Soviet 
Russia where he was executed by the authorities. <Return>

26. Belzec - an extermination camp in the Lublin district. The 
victims were executed in gas chambers. There was no 
incinerator in the camp. The bodies were burned on pyres. It 
is estimated that 600,000 Jews were killed here. <Return>

27. Sobibor - an extermination camp in the Lublin district.
The victims were gassed and their bodies incinerated. The 
number of victims: hundreds of thousands. <Return>

28. Natan Shvalbe - a member of Kibbutz Hulda, and Dr. Avraham 
Zilberstejn were activists in the Zionist Labor party, 
Hitachdut, in Galicia and members of the Polish Sejm 
(parliament); they operated in Switzerland during the Second 
World War on behalf of the Rescue Committee of the Jewish 
Agency and the Workers Union in Eretz Yisrael. <Return>

29 . Hershl Shpringer - born in Wolborm, a student of Freiheit, 
and a member of the Dror movement. He was one of the leading 
personalities in the Jewish Underground in Zaglembia. He 
fought tirelessly against the Judenrat. He was one of the 
founders of the Jewish Fighters1 Organization in Będzin and 
one of its commanders. A leader of the Dror kibbutz in Będzin. 
After the destruction of the orphanage in Będzin, he saved the 
abandoned children and built a movement house for them. On the 
7th of April 1943 he was exiled to Auschwitz. <Return>

30. Płotnicka Frumke - she formulated and wrote this letter 
and was the first to sign it. She was one of the leaders of 
the underground Pioneering Movement in occupied Poland, a 
student of Freiheit, and a member of the Dror movement. She 
visited settlements in the "Government" and reorganized the 
destroyed movement branches. In the spring of 1940 she left
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for Zaglembia and reąuested a way of making aliya. She was 
active in the Hechalutz center. During the period that the 
Warsaw Ghetto was destroyed (the summęr of 1942), she was a 
member of the delegation of the Organization of Jewish 
Fighters on the Aryan side of Warsaw. She brought the first 
weapon into the ghetto. In September 1942 she went to 
Zaglembia to organize self-defense. She died on the 3rd of 
August 1943 with a group of friends, while defending the 
bunker in Będzin. <Return>

31. Hershel Springer - see note 29. <Return>

32. Tzvi Brandes - an activist in the underground Hashomer 
Hatzair movement. He was one of the founders of the 
agricultural farm in his city, Żarki, and after its 
destruction he left for Będzin. He was one of the organizers 
of the self-defense in Zaglembia and a commander of the Jewish 
Fighters' Organization in Będzin. He tried to break out of the 
ghetto during the period that the city was being destroyed, 
but he was caught and murdered by the Germans. <Return>

33. Yisrael (Yuzak) Kozhuch - a leader of the Zionist Youth 
movement in Sosnowiec, an organizer of the underground 
Pioneering Movement in Zaglembia, and a founder of the Jewish 
Fighters' Organization. For a while, he was in charge of youth 
affairs in the Judenrat. While opposing the schemes of Moniek 
Merin against the underground pioneering movement, he was not 
deterred from his fight to save the movement and resigned. He 
fell on the 3rd of August 1943, while on patrol in the ghetto 
evaluating the possibility of attacking the Gestapo in Będzin. 
<Return>

34. Shlomo Lerner - born in Będzin, a member of Gordonia, one 
of the founders of the underground Pioneering Movement in 
Zaglembia, and a commander in the Jewish Fighters'
Organization. He fell on the lst of August 1943 with a group of 
friends, because of a Polish informant who was a Gestapo 
agent. <Return>

Mordechai Hampel

This materiał is made available by JewishGen, Inc. and the 
Yizkor Book Project for the purpose of fulfilling our mission 
of disseminating information about the Holocaust and destroyed 
Jewish communities. This materiał may not be copiedr sold or 
bartered without JewishGen, Inc. 's permission. Rights may be 

reserved by the copyright holder.

JewishGen, Inc. makes no representations regarding the 
accuracy of the translation. The reader may wish to refer to 

the original materiał for verification.
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fragmenty

LAST LETTER FROM BĘDZIN111
( 1 7 . 7 . 1 9 4 3 )

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in 
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia 
(Lubotkin) , Yitzhak (Zukerman) , 1111 and Galer (Eliezer) .
From the Ya'ari family (the reference is to Meir Ya'ari from 
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with 
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),
Chentzia (Płotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kapłan, -Ł̂ 1
Mordechai Anilewicz, ■Ĵ 1 and thousands of our people are no 
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ("Poalei
Zion"); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom)
and Levin (Lej ser) . - From the Samak (Kapłan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa) , who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem) ; and from the Alter family
(Victor) , only a few survived.

[Page 542]

9. Yosef Kapłan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters' 
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first of its 
commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement 
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Altman (who was also 
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught 
by the Gestapo and died under torturę) and the underground 
movement throughout the "General Government." He was a 
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the 
agricultural farm in Żarki and the urban kibbutzim of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was 
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated 
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in 
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and 
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>

13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the 
"Government" and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the
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Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping 
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and 
worked in the celluloid factory in Prag-Warsaw. She was badly 
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (24 May 
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

[Page 541]

LAST LETTER FROM BĘDZIN-^
( 1 7 . 7 . 1 9 4 3 )

To Wania, Mendel, Ze'ev and all our friends, wherever they may 
be.

Dear Friends,

After a lengthy wait, the messenger arrived today with your 
letter. Unfortunately, he has been slightly overdue in coming. 
For years we have dreamed of an opportunity to tell of our 
life and our war.

During the past year and a half of the war, we established a 
training program and, apart from this, youth movements that 
were stronger and better than in normal times.

Following the organization of the ghettoes, a systematic plan 
of extermination began. It began in Wartago, —  in the 
districts of Lodz and Pozan. About 80,000 Jews were poisoned 
by gas-officially it was known as Oysidlung [in German: 
Aussiedlung = evacuation]. In Lodz there was a smali, closed, 
and sealed community that numbered some 40,000 who were 
undoubtedly dying from hunger and tuberculosis. At the moment, 
we don't have any information from there. This place of 
destruction is called Chełmno. —

After this, came the extermination of the Lithuanian Jews who 
were shot to death in Ponar. —  Altogether, about 20,000 Jews 
remained in Vilna, Kovno and Shavl. For several months now, we 
have had no word from there either, and it appears that they 
have been made "Judenrein." We prepared our defenses, but 
unfortunately they've been unsuccessful. In the area known as 
"Government," —  Warsaw, Lublin, Częstochowa, Kraków and the 
surroundings, there are no Jews at all. The extermination was 
carried out by gas in Treblinka, —  near
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Modrzejow near Sosnowiec, 1942. The last journey... Jews being 
taken to the railway carriages to be exiled to Auschwitz.
Małkinia. This is an infamous place of destruction, not only 
for the Jews of Poland, but also for the Jews of Holland, 
Belgium, and so forth.

Our finest chapter was in Warsaw. Tzvia (Lubotkin] —  
organized the defense and Yosef (Kapłan], —  the children (the 
reference is to the various Zionist youth movements, M. H.)
Terrible battles took place in the ghetto. Sadly, only several 
hundred of the enemy were killed - some 800. The result was 
that all the Jews were killed; the ghetto was destroyed and 
not a tracę of it remained.

In the "Government" region there is no longer a Jewish 
settlement, apart from three labor camps, Trevnik, Poniatov 
and Prokochim, numbering up to 30, 000 people. In a few
weeks time there will be nobody left.

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in 
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia 
(Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), and Galer (Eliezer) .
From the Ya'ari family (the reference is to Meir Ya'ari from 
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with 
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),
Chentzia (Płotnicka) , Leah Perlstein, -^^~Yosef Kapłan, V
Mordechai Ani£Lewicz, -l— - and thousands of our people are no 
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ("Poalei
Zion"); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom)
and Levin (Lej ser). From the Samak (Kapłan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa) , who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem); and from the Alter family
(Victor) , only a few survived.

[Page 542]

The Ukrainę and Polesia are "Judenrein."

In Bialystock about 20,000 Jews survived in slightly better
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conditions. Those from the Lublin district were corapletely 
exterminated in Belzec and Sobibor.

The last Jewish settlement, which had existed under relatively 
better conditions, was Upper Eastern Silesia. Some three weeks 
ago 7,000 Jews were exiled. They are being killed in 
Auschwitz. They are being shot and incinerated. In the coming 
weeks, our district will be without Jews. When you receive 
this letter, none of us will be alive. Based on the 
Information we received through Switzerland, only a few people 
were arrested (sent to the detention camp for foreign 
citizens, M. H.) None of us were among them. These days, the 
authorities are making it difficult and are no longer placing 
people in detention camps. To date, we have not received any 
word from any of those who were sent in the last dispatch. On 
the contrary, today we know for certain that they were sent to 
Auschwitz. Immediate intervention by the patron government is 
of the strictest urgency. We are not sending you the reąuested 
materiał, sińce you will be able to receive the pictures and 
the facts from Natan (Shvalbe) and from Zilev (Dr. Avraham 
Zilberstejn) .

I personally visited all the districts I have written about 
and witnessed all the acts of extermination. Hershl 
(Shpringer) is still with us; however, do not write to this
address, sińce he is at odds with "Shiltonovitz" (the 
authorities). For myself, I am also not living with him 
[''Shiltonovitz" ] in complete tranąuility. We are looking for a 
way to reach Hungary and reąuest your help with this, in any 
way possible.

Do whatever you can. I doubt if you can help us in time, sińce 
we are nearing our finał days. All the youth movements 
together number no more than a few hundred people, including 
our kibbutz members and the children’s' kibbutz, unofficial 
kibbutzim.

Our hope of reaching the homeland (Eretz Yisrael) has not been 
realized, to our deepest regret. Warmest regards to the Letben 
family (Yitzhak Tebenkin), Eliezer (Gravitski), Benderski (P. 
Benduri), Ya'ari (Meir), Kolodeni )Kol Moshe), Goldstein 
(Yitzhak), Pinkas (Lubianiker-Lavon), and all the relatives.

We are writing this letter in great hastę, sińce the 
messenger's time is very pressed. We haven't the strength or 
the patience to write everything to you, what was most 
important and what we wanted most.

We send heartfelt greetings.

Frumke (Płotnicka) -L̂ -
Herschl (Shpringer)
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Tzvi (Brandes) 
Kozhuch (Israel) 
Shlomo L. (Lerner)

Będzin, 17 July 1943.

[Page 542]

Notes regarding the "Last letter from Będzin"
1. See the article by Nachman Blumenthal ("Der lester Brief 
fun Będzin") regarding this letter. The names and remarks in 
brackets and ąuotes are not part of the original letter. 
Inaccuracies in some of the information regarding the events 
in other places can be explained by the situation at the time. 
<Return>
2. Wania, Mendel, Ze'ev - messengers of the Hechalutz and 
Histadrut Haovdim organizations, which operated in Koshta 
(Turkey) during the Second World War for Jews trapped and 
tortured in countries conguered by the Germans. <Return>

3. Wartago (or Wartaland, the land of Warta) - the western 
provinces of Poland. Poznan and areas around Lodz and 
Pomerania that were annexed to the Reich at Hitler's order on 
the 8th of October 1939. Of the 460,000 Jews in Wartago, only 
about 10,000 survived. <Return>

4. Chełmno - an extermination camp in the village of Chełmno, 
14 km from the district Capital of Kolo, in the Wartago 
region. The victims were poisoned in cars by poison gas and 
buried in the nearby forest. In 1942 they began burning the 
bodies in two incinerators, whose capacity was 20 bodies that 
would be incinerated within 20 minutes. On an average, about
1,000 people were murdered each day. The number of victims 
stands at 370,000, most of them Wartago Jews (about 340,000) 
and minorities (about 25,000) from other countries. <Return>

5. Ponar - extermination camp, about 8 km from Vilna, near the 
Vilna-Grodno-Warsaw railway, the valley of death for the Jews 
of Vilna and vicinity. The victims were shot and their bodies 
incinerated in a pyre. The approximate number of victims is
60,000. <Return>

6. "Government" ("General Government") - an administrative 
unit covering the central regions of occupied Poland, whose 
population was close to 15 million people. At the head of the 
General Government was Dr. Hans Frank (General Governor). The 
capital was Kraków. The Zaglembian cities were not counted as 
General Government, but rather were annexed to the German 
Reich. <Return>
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7. Treblinka - an extermination camp. The victims were gassed 
and incinerated on pyres. Most of the Jews of Warsaw and 
eastern Poland met their deaths in this camp. They arrived 
here by transports from Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Bułgaria and so on. The camp operated from the middle of 1942 
until the 2nd of August 1943, when there was a rebellion of 
Jews working in the place and it was burned down. Many of the 
rebels were killed and few survived. The number of victims 
reached 750,000 souls. <Return>

8. Tzvia Lubotkin, was a student of the Freiheit movement, a 
member of the Dror movement, and one of the organizers of the 
underground pioneering group in occupied Poland. She was among 
the founders of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem [Jewish Fighters' 
Organization] and one of its commanders. She was the Hechalutz 
movement representative in the Jewish national committee and 
in the coordinating committee. During the April rebellion, she 
fought in the central ghetto [Warsaw]. On the 10th of May 1943 
she was among those who escaped through the sewers to the 
Aryan side. Today, she is a member of Kibbutz Lochmei 
Haghettaot and a member of the Central Zionist Workers 
committee. She has published articles and books on the Warsaw 
Ghetto, regarding the uprising and so on. Her works have been 
translated into several European languages. <Return>

9. Yosef Kapłan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters' 
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first of its 
commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement 
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Alt;mąn (who was also 
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught 
by the Gestapo and died under torturę) and the underground 
movement throughout the "General Government." He was a 
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the 
agricultural farm in Żarki and the urban kibbutzim of the 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was 
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated 
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in 
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and 
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>

[543]

10. Trevnik, Poniatov and Prokochim - these were extermination 
concentration camps. <Return>

11. Yitzhak Zukerman, known as Antek, a member of the 
pioneering youth movement. One of the organizers of the 
Underground and a founder of the Jewish Fighters' Organization 
and a member of its command. He fought in the Warsaw Ghetto 
during the April uprising. He survived and today is a member 
of Kibbutz Lochmei Haghettaot. He published articles and books 
about the Warsaw Ghetto, about the destruction of Polish
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Jewry. He edited the book Sefer Milchamot Haghettaot [The Book 
of the Ghetto Wars] together with Moshe Basok. <Return>

12. Eliezer Galer was a soldier in the Polish Army and fought 
against the Germans at the beginning of the war. After his 
release from a POW camp, he was among the founders of the 
Gordonia movement throughout the "Government," one of the 
founders of the kibbutz at 23 Nalavaki Street, and the 
organizer of this movement's seminary. During the period that 
the [Warsaw] Ghetto was being destroyed, he set out for 
Zaglembia. At the end of 1942 he returned to Warsaw. He was 
one of the commanders and fighters in the Warsaw uprising. He 
was among those who survived by Crossing to the Aryan side 
through the sewers. In the summer of 1943, he was taken as a 
South American Citizen to the detainee camp in Bergen-Belsen, 
and later to Auschwitz where he was killed. <Return>

13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground \ ^ 
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the 
"Government" and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the 
Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping 
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and 
worked in the celluloid factory in Prag-Warsaw. She was badly 
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (24 May
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

14. Chentzia Płotnicka - a student of Freiheit and an activist ^ 
in the Dror movement in occupied Poland. She worked to renew
her movement's centers in various places. At the beginning of 
1942 she was dispatched to Będzin and worked there for some 
time. She was killed in Warsaw during the confrontations with 
the Germans. <Return>
15. Leah Perlstein - a teacher, one of the organizers of the 
underground Hechalutz movement. She visited Zaglembia in the 
spring of 1940 and organized an aliya via Slovakia. During the 
period that the Warsaw Ghetto was being destroyed, she was a 
delegate member of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem on the Aryan side 
to purchase arms and negotiate with the Polish Underground to 
receive assistance. She was killed by the Germans during the 
uprising of January 1943. <Return>

16. See note 9. <Return>
17. Mordechai Anilewicz - commander of the Jewish Fighters' 
Organization in Warsaw and one of the leaders of the 
underground Hashomer Hatzair movement in the "Government."
When the war broke out he was living in Vilna, and in the 
spring of 1940 he returned to Warsaw as a delegate of his 
movement. He was a lecturer in clandestine seminars and one of 
the editors of the movement's papers. He visited the cities of 
Zaglembia in the summer of 1942 in order to organize a 
defense. During the January uprising in Warsaw, he fought at 
the front of his company and was its only survivor. In the
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April uprising he was located in the central bunker (18 Mila 
Street) and it was here that he was killed together with a 
hundred fighters, besieged by the enemy. <Return>

18. Enshel Reiss - a leader of the Poalei Zion movement in 
Poland. Today he lives in Israel and is among the main 
activists in the Federation of Polish Emigres. <Return>
19. Yosef Sack - a public activist in the Warsaw Ghetto, one 
of the leaders of the Poalei Zion movement in Poland, one of 
the founders and directors of the underground Dror gymnasia, 
and a member of the workers' committee that encouraged self- 
defense. He provided help from the Aryan side on behalf of the 
national committee. He was among those who survived and live 
in Israel. <Return>

20. Shalom (Stephan) Grajak - a member of the Poalei Zion 
movement and one of the founders of the underground party in 
the Warsaw Ghetto, was one of the activists in the National 
Jewish Committee and the Jewish Fighters' Organization. During 
the April uprising he was one of the organizers of the 
transfer of fighters to Tebens-Shultz on the Aryan side. 
<Return>

21. Lej ser Levin - an activist in the Poalei Zion movement in 
Poland and an organizer of the underground party. He was among 
those who survived and live in Israel. <Return>

22. Samek (Shmuel) Kapłan - an activist in the Noar Zioni 
[Zionist Youth] in the Warsaw Ghetto. He was a member of the 
pioneering coordination committee for a period. He was exiled 
to Treblinka during the large Aktzia. <Return>

23. Lippa Bloch - born in the Ukrainę, one of the heads of the 
General Zionists (Al Hamishmar) in Poland. He was the chief 
director of the Keren Kayemet Leyisrael fund in Poland of the 
past, a lecturer in the underground pioneering movement, and a 
member of the civil committee working with the Jewish 
coordinating committee. During the period of the April 
uprising he was exiled to the labor camp in Kreshnik, where he 
founded a clandestine committee that communicated with the 
National Jewish Committee in Warsaw. In July 1944 he was 
exiled to Pleshov and from there to Mauthausen. Details of his 
death are not known. <Return>

24. Menachem Kirshenbaum - one of the leaders of the General 
Zionists and an important public activist in the Warsaw 
Ghetto. He was an organizer of the mutual aid organization, 
Yiddishe Sotsiale Eleinhilf, which was founded during the 
Warsaw siege, a member of the public committee organized by 
the "Joint," and one of the initiators of Tekuma (an 
organization for the cultivation of Jewish culture in the 
Warsaw Ghetto). He fled to the Aryan side during the April 
uprising. He planned to travel to Witał as a South American
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Citizen, but he was arrested by the Gestapo through an 
informant. He was sent to Paviak and was murdered there. 
<Return>
25. Victor Alter - one of the most important activists in the 
Bund movement in Poland. During the war he fled to Soviet 
Russia where he was executed by the authorities. <Return>
26. Belzec - an extermination camp in the Lublin district. The 
victims were executed in gas chambers. There was no 
incinerator in the camp. The bodies were burned on pyres. It 
is estimated that 600,000 Jews were killed here. <Return>
27. Sobibor - an extermination camp in the Lublin district.
The victims were gassed and their bodies incinerated. The 
number of victims: hundreds of thousands. <Return>

28. Natan Shvalbe - a member of Kibbutz Hulda, and Dr. Avraham 
Zilberstejn were activists in the Zionist Labor party,
Hitachdut, in Galicia and members of the Polish Sejm 
(parliament); they operated in Switzerland during the Second 
World War on behalf of the Rescue Committee of the Jewish 
Agency and the Workers Union in Eretz Yisrael. <Return>

29. Hershl Shpringer - born in Wolborm, a student of Freiheit, 
and a member of the Dror movement. He was one of the leading 
personalities in the Jewish Underground in Zaglembia. He 
fought tirelessly against the Judenrat. He was one of the 
founders of the Jewish Fighters' Organization in Będzin and 
one of its commanders. A leader of the Dror kibbutz in Będzin. 
After the destruction of the orphanage in Będzin, he saved the 
abandoned children and built a movement house for them. On the 
7th of April 1943 he was exiled to Auschwitz. <Return>

30. Płotnicka Frumke - she formulated and wrote this letter 
and waiTThe' first to sign it. She was one of the leaders of 
the underground Pioneering Movement in occupied Poland, a 
student of Freiheit, and a member of the Dror movement. She v/ 
visited settlements in the "Government" and reorganized the 
destroyed movement branches. In the spring of 1940 she left
for Zaglembia and reguested a way of making aliya. She was 
active in the Hechalutz center. During the period that the 
Warsaw Ghetto was destroyed (the summer of 1942), she was a 
member of the delegation of the Organization of Jewish 
Fighters on the Aryan side of Warsaw. She brought the first 
weapon into the ghetto. In September 1942 she went to 
Zaglembia to organize self-defense. She died on the 3rd of 
August 1943 with a group of friends, while defending the 
bunker in Będzin. <Return>

31. Hershel Springer - see note 29. <Return>

32. Tzvi Brandes - an activist in the underground Hashomer 
Hatzair movement. He was one of the founders of the
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agricultural farm in his city, Żarki, and after its 
destruction he left for Będzin. He was one of the organizers 
of the self-defense in Zaglembia and a commander of the Jewish 
Fighters' Organization in Będzin. He tried to break out of the 
ghetto during the period that the city was being destroyed, 
but he was caught and murdered by the Germans. <Return>
33. Yisrael (Yuzak) Kozhuch - a leader of the Zionist Youth 
movement in Sosnowiec, an organizer of the underground 
Pioneering Movement in Zaglembia, and a founder of the Jewish 
Fighters' Organization. For a while, he was in charge of youth 
affairs in the Judenrat. While opposing the schemes of Moniek 
Merin against the underground pioneering movement, he was not 
deterred from his fight to save the movement and resigned. He 
fell on the 3rd of August 1943, while on patrol in the ghetto 
evaluating the possibility of attacking the Gestapo in Będzin. 
<Return>

34. Shlomo Lerner - born in Będzin, a member of Gordonia, one 
of the founders of the underground Pioneering Movement in 
Zaglembia, and a commander in the Jewish Fighters'
Organization. He fell on the lst of August 1943 with a group of 
friends, because of a Polish informant who was a Gestapo 
agent. <Return>

Mordechai Hampel
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ZABYTKI KULTURY I POMNIKI PAMIĘCI W ZBIORACH FOTOGRAFII ŻIH

1. Miejscowość 3. Obiekt 4. Sygnatura 
ŻIH —

2. Szer./dł. geogr. a istnieje a neg. ŻIH

b nie istnieje b neg.

5. Podpis/opis

T o s ia  ALTMAN /19 18-1943/
działaczka HaSzomer HaO air, organizowała grupy same 

obrony w gecie w ile ń sk im , była łą c zn ic zka

6. A utor zdjęcia 

data

7. Fotografia między getami, była główną p rze d s ta w ic ie lk ą
ŻOB u po s t ro n ie  a r y j s k i e j .  Zg in ę ła  w 1943 r .

3. Uwagi

Z książko Jo se fa  Sza w it "Geto Warsze 
b itm u n o t" ,  I s r a e l ,  1995 r .

9. Sporządzii(a) 
kartę

N . Kameraz-Ko s 

data 51 . 10.2002
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= 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 1 3 6 & b a c k = d b s e a rc h % 2 E a s p % 3 F

Item Information From Ghetto Fighters' House Archive

Department
Catalog
Number
Inventory
Description

Photo Collection -Youth Movements

533

Members of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth 
movement in Poland.

Extended
Description

Members of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth 
movement in Poland. In the photo: Tosia Altman (on 
the left).

Altman Tosia Jewish World 
until WWII

Youth
Movements

Keywords Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsa'ir - Youth Poland
Movement

Created by ISRASRY 1997 - webmaster@israsrv.net.il - For more 
information contact archives manager Mr Yossi Shavit

yshayit@gfh.org.il
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Department
Catalog
Number
Inventory
Description

Photo Collection -Youth Movements

533

Members of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth 
movement in Poland.

Extended
Description

Members of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth 
movement in Poland. In the photo: Tosia Altman (on 
the left).

Keywords
Altman Tosia

...........Jewish World 
until WWII

Youth
Movements

Ha - Shomer ha - 
:Tsa ' ir - Youth 
iMovement

Poland
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f u n d a c j a
"Archiwum i Muzeum Pomorskie 

Armii Krajowej ora? Wojskowej Służby Polek*

Centre de Docume

R e f : A/DA/073

Sir,

w Toruniu i
I  l i  |■S m i k #**& i a

. r ■» .
orame

L. dz.. ...

...........................

Załączniki:.............................

Referent:...............................

January  13th, 2003

4-eĉ .k

Mł- (JAJU*. \

You sent us an  e-m ail on N ovem ber 28*, 2002 concerning som e researches abou t 
w om en in the Resistance d u rin g  W orld  W ar II.

A fter hav ing  m ade the researches in  ou r archives, I only identified  3 of them .

Regina FUDEN 
Tosia ALTMAN

For Sonia MADEJSKER, the service of p h o tog raphy  has a negative. If you  need  a 
reproduction , you  m ay contact M rs Lior SMADJA w ho  is responsib le of th a t service.

Please, find  enclosed the photocopies of the docum ents I found  abou t R. F uden  an d  
T. A ltm an.

I hope these inform ations will re sp o n d  to your expectation and  I stay  a t yo u r 
disposal if you  need  any th ing  else.

Best Regards,

D ianę AFOUM ADO 
D ocum entalist - H isto rian  

A rchives D epartm en t 
(diane.afoumado@memorial-cdjc.org)

Mr, Ryszard NEUMANN
Fundacja “Archiwum Pomorskie Armii Krajowej” 
Ul. Wielkie Garbary 2 
87-100 TORUŃ

A d r e s s e  p r o v i s o i r e  : 37, rue de Turenne 75003 Paris • T el.: 01 42 77 44 72 • Fax : 01 44 59 82 07 •
____________________ em ail: sylvie.salle@memorial-cdjc.org « in ternet: wvyw.memorial-cdjc.org____________________
Comite de Fondation -1956 • President: Isaac SCHNEERSOHN • Genśral DE GAULLE • S.M. la Reine ELISABETH des Belges 

S.A.R. la Princesse WILHELMINE des Pays-Bas • Le Marechal TITO • Winston CHURCHILL • BEN-GOURION
88
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V M

- z Lipna. Chodziła do Gimnazjum Żydowskiego
- wg Maryli Sobocińskiej w Lipnie nie było takiego gimnazjum. Nie 

znała jej, nie słyszała również ojej rodzinie.

ALTMAN Tove (Tosia)

Z Marylą Sobocińaką rozmawiałam 29 marca 2003r.

K. Wojtowicz
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Ss*

Tosia Altman (1918— 1943), działaczka Haszoiner 
H acaif, należała do kierownictwa Bloku Antyfaszy
stowskiego i jego bojowej organizacji, członkini Ży
dowskiej Organizacji Bojowej ( 2 0 8 )  w getcie war
szawskim. Zginęła w maju 1943 r. po „stronie 
aryjskiej” .
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Żydowskie boiowniczki gett odznaczone orderem Virtuti Militeri

TOSIA ALTMAN (24.1918 Włocławek -  maj 1943 Warszawa)

Zdjęcie w zbiorach ŻIH ^  j  ^  ^ .

Biogram z A. Grupińskia ..Ciągle po kole” ./ ,,,

Biogram i zdjęcie w A. Grupińska „Odczytanie Listy”

1. Altman Tosia, powstanie v: getcie

http://english.gfh.org.il/tova (tosia) altman.htm

Tova (Tosia) Altman
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\ . Vltt O
1 .  A ltm an f o s ia

u r .  w 1918 r .  we W łocławku.Już we wczesnej młodości w s tą p iła  do

H a szo m e r-H a c a ir .D z ia ła ła  jako wychowawczyni w g n ie źd z ie  H -H *
p rz e sz k o le n ie

W 1938 r .  odbyła--^a«fee^^a---7^zy®pu^oM-eTTre^ i  z o s ta ła  powołana do

pracy w centra lnym  k ie ro w n ic tw ie  H -K .

Po wybuchu wojny w 1939 r .  udała s ię  do W iln a  i  do Warszawy..

W 1941 z o s ta ła  wysłana w m i s j i  do B ia łe g o s to k u  i  W i ln a .P rz e k a z a ła

stamtąd wiadomości o Żydach z terenów wschodnich.

Ł  powstaniem ŹOB z o s ta ła  wybrana na p rz e d s ta w ic ie lk ę  j e j  na

s t r o n ie  a r y j s k i e j  d la  zdobywania b ro n ie

W c za s ie  walk w g e tc ie  w-skim  w a lc zy ła  w g ru p ie  c e n t ra ln e j .

P rz e ż y ła  Pow stan ie  w G e tc ie . W yszła  na s t ro n ę  a ry js k ą .P o  2 ty g .

w j e j  kryjówce wybuchł p o ża r . 1 . A ltman u c ie k ła  z pożaru  a le  Gestapo

złapało j ,  Trzymana w s z p i t a l u  była badana. Zmarła w s z p i t a l u .
/wg oprać, z I z r a e la  t . I I  s .6 7 0 /

1 .  A ltm an T o s ia
u r *  w 1918 r .  we W łocław ku.Już we wczesnej młodości w s tą p iła  do

H a szo m e r-H a c a ir .D z ia ła ła  jako wychowawczyni w g n ie źd z ie  B -H ,
p rz e s z k o le n ie

W 1938 r .  odbyła hachszara /p rzy sp o so b ie n ie ^  i  z o s ta ła  powołana do

pracy w centra lnym  k ie ro w n ic tw ie  H -H .

Po wybuchu wojny w 1939 r .  udała s ię  do W iln a  i  do Warszawy.

W 1941 zo s ta ła  wysłana w m i s j i  do B ia łe g o s to k u  i  W i ln a .P rz e k a z a ła

stamtąd wiadomości o Żydach z terenów wschodnich.

Z  powstaniem ŻOB z o s ta ła  wybrana na p rz e d s ta w ic ie lk ę  j e j  na

s t r o n ie  a r y j s k i e j  d la  zdobywania b r o n i .

W c za s ie  w a lk w g e tc ie  w-skim w a lc zy ła  w g ru p ie  c e n t ra ln e j .

P rz e ż y ła  Pow stan ie  w G e tc ie . W yszła  na s t ro n ę  a ry js k ą .P o  2 ty g .

w j e j  kryjówce wybuchł p o ż a r .T .A l tm a n  u c ie k ła  z pożaru  a le  Gestapo

złapało j j  Trzymana w s z p i t a l u  była badana. Zmarła w s z p i t a l u .
/wg oprać, z I z r a e la  t . I I  s .6 7 0 /109
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Tosia AStman (1918— 1943), działaczka Haszomer 
H acair, nałdtała do kierownictwa Bloku Antyfaszy
stowskiego i jego bojowej organizacji, członkini ż y 
dowskiej Organizacji Bojowej (ŻO B) w getcie war
szawskim. Zginęła w maju 1343 r. po „stronie 
aryjskiej” .
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