








ALTMAN Tosia Tove (1918 - 1943)

Tosia Altman, obywatelka polska narodowosci zydowskiej, urodzita sie 24 sierpnia
1918 r. w zamoznej rodzinie zydowskiej w Lipnie k. Wioctawka. Byta uczennicg hebrajskiego
gimnazjum i tu od 11 roku zycia zostata zapalong szomerkg uczestniczkg Haszomer Hacair,
socjalistycznej organizacji miodziezowej bazujacej na zasadach harcerskich. Wkrétce stata
sie na swoim terenie jedng z czotowych przywddczyn tego ruchu. W 1934 r., kiedy juz na
letnich obozach szomrowych peinita funkcje wychowawczyni mtodszych dziewczat, wybrano
ja delegatkg na IV kongres ruchu. W 1938 r. odbyta przysposobienie (hochszara) i weszta do
Elgavish, stanowigcej zespdt instruktorski w Czestochowie. Odtad wspOtpracowata z
zarzagdem gtownym Haszomer Hacair w Warszawie. Byfa takze redaktorkg gazetki
»Hanawadim”. Po pewnym czasie zostata cztonkiem centralnego kierownictwa organizacji w
Warszawie, odpowiedzialng za ksztatcenie mtodszych cztonkéw (tzw. Dzieci Pustyni).

Dnia 30 sierpnia 1939 r., dwa dni przed wybuchem wojny,"P@sia zostata mianowana
cztonkiem kierownictwa ,,Bet”; byt to specjalnie dobrany zespét miodych kobiet, majacy w
razie zaistnienia sytuacji krytycznej zastgpi¢ kierownictwo wiasciwe. Po paru dniach
razem z kilku towarzyszami wyjechata z Warszawy do Wilna. Na terenie okupacji sowieckiej,

gdzie skupito sie gtéwnie kierownictwo ruchu, tTwro byta czynna w organizowaniu pomocy
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cztonkom ruchu, ktérym udato sie uciec z terenéw wigczonych do Rzeszy. Kiedy”~zaczetly
ji-k 'Ibf-wL, |/t<rnrt | uwz 1 i

dochodzi¢ wiesci o tym, ip- dziaty sie na terenach Generalnego Gubernatorstwa, gdzie
cztonkowie organizacji jak'i jej struktury”pozostaty bezradnej opuszczone przez lokalne
kierownictwa ruchu zostata wystana do Warszawy wraz z zespotem-kilku innych
miody”~przywodc$& Totrzymali misje budowy konspiracyjnych struktur ruchu. Tosia dotarta
do Warszawy w koncu 1939 r. po krotkim pobycie w granicznym areszcie niemieckim.
Zostata kurierkg organizacji,? Wyjezdzata do wielu miejscowosci wyznaczajagc wszedzie,
przywodcow lokalnych i zaopatrujgc ich w materiaty instrukcyjne. Wyjezdzata do grup
cztonkéw Haszomer Hacair i gett w Matopolsce i Bedzinie, a po wybuchu wojny niemiecko-
rosyjskiej 22 VI 1941 r., do gett w Grodnie, Biatymstoku i Baranowiczach. Gtlosita wszedzie
apel o koniecznosci oporu i walki, przekazujac go takze w swoich listach i w prasie
podziemnej.

W getcie warszawskim byta cztonkinig Bloku Antyfaszystowskiego. Kiedy w lipcu
1942 r. zostata utworzona Zydowska Organizacja Bojowa (ZOB) Tosie wybrano na cztonka

grupy przebywajacej na ,aryjskim” terenie Warszawy, aby tam nawigzywaé kontakty f-z



polskim podziemiem dla uzyskania broni, instruktoréw i dostarczania pomocy. Wg Ch.
Folman-Raban, ktérej przez czas jakis byta wspotmieszkanka, ,promieniowata z niej energia,
zdolno$¢ podejmowania decyzji, autorytet”.fl\ sierpnia 1942 r. w czasie tzw. ,,Wielkiej
Akcji” (masowej deportacji Zydéw z Warszawy), Tosia przeszmuglowata pierwsza bron na
teren getta. W czasie ,,Il Akcji”, 18 stycznia 1943 r., zostata pochwycona i przyprowadzona na
Umschlagplatz, skad wysytano transporty do Treblinki, ale udato sie jej uciec. Powracata do / 60/?
getta za kazdym razem, kiedy dowiadywata sie o grozacej nowej fapance deportacyjnej .
Uczestniczyta m.in. w udanym napadzie na Kase Judenratu (Rady Zydowskigj). yrm
W czasie powstania w getcie, wybuchtegof 19 kwietniaJ 943 r. Tosia byta nadal/cL
taczniczkag miedzy walczacym gettem a czionkami ZOB po strome ]aryjskiej.1 ByTa
odpowiedzialna za podtrzymywanie kontaktéw z nimi, za przekazywanie im raportow
telefonicznych. Wraz z garstkg bojownikéw przedarta sie 8 maja do wielkiego podziemnego
bunkra na ul. Mita 18, mieszczacego dowodztwo ZOB. Byta jedna z nielicznych, ktorzy
przezyli atak na ten bunkier, jego zagazowanie i opuszczenie. Jej towarzysze przywlekli ja,
ranng w gtowe i nogi, do bunkra przy ul. Franciszkanskiej 22. Po 56 godzinach btgdzenia po
kanatach (inne zrodto méwi o 30 godzinach) wyszta z getta 10 maja z grupg kilkudziesieciu
powstancow. Bojowcy schronili sie w lesie koto Lomianek, gdzie czekali na wigczenie do
partyzantki. Ale Tosia byfa niezdolna do zycia w partyzantce, wrdcita po kilku dniach do
Warszawy. Ukrywala sie z kilku innymi powstaricami na strychu fabryki celulojdu na Pradze
przy ul. Listopada Dnia 24 maja wybucht tam pozar. Ciezko poparzona Tosia zdotata
wybiec na ulice,” polscy policjanci oddali ja Niemcom, ktorzy przywiezli ja do szpitala,
zakazujlq_j%i_ Z}Lg?éniajej pomocy. Tosia"marta w okrutnych/icierﬁieniach dnia 24 maja 1943 r. \f~sii'-y
Postanowieniem Prezydenta PftLjnr 154/48 z dnia 19 kwietnia 1948 r. Tove Altman / o [
zostata odznaczona po$miertnie Krzyzem Srebrnym Orderu VIRTUTI MILITARI na wniosek
ZG Zw. Zyd. Uczestnikéw Walki Zbrojnej z Faszyzmem z 1 IV 1948 r. z uzasadnieniem: Za (]
zastugi walce konspiracyjnej w czasie okupacjir® ~Czionek ZOB-u, dzialaczka

konspiracyjna, tgcznik polityczny i instruktor miedzy ghettami. Udziat w powstaniu ghetta. Po

Powstaniu ginie po stronie aryjskiej w pozarze. n'
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Wstawi¢ jej FOTO NI

Tosia Altman

Urodzita sie 24 sierpnia 1918 r. we Wioctawku w zamoznej rodzinie. Uczyta sie
gimnazjum hebrajskim. Od 11 roku zycia nalezata do Haszomer Hacair. W latach 30-tych
petnita w tej organizacji funkcje instruktorki miodszych dziewczat na letnich koloniach
szomrowych. Od 1938 r. wspotpracowata z zarzadem gtownym Haszomer Hacair w
Warszawie. Byla redaktorka gazetki ,,Hanawadim”. We wrze$niu 1939 r. znalazta sie wraz z
grupg szomréw w Wilnie. Pod koniec 1939 r. lub wiosng 1940 r. wrdcita wraz Mordechajem
Anielewiczem, Jozefem Kaptanem (wszyscy z Haszomer Hacair) oraz z lcchakiem
Cukiermanem, Frumka Ptotnickg i Cywig Lubetkin (z Droru) do Warszawy celem podjecia
dziatalnosci konspiracyjnej. Byta cztonkinig kierownictwa Haszomer Hacair, a w getcie
cztonkinig Bloku Antyfaszystowskiego. Weszta w skiad delegacji wybranej 28 lipca 1942 r.
do nawiazania kontaktu z ruchem oporu poza murami getta w celu uzyskania broni. Pelnita
funkcje taczniczki Haszomer Hacair. Wielokrotnie wyjezdzata do grup Haszomer Hacair na
terenie Galicji, w Bedzinie, Biatymstoku, Baranowiczach i Wilnie. Przewozita tam takze
prase konspiracyjng drukowang w Warszawie. Nalezata do ZOB. Uczestniczyta w powstaniu
w getcie warszawskim. Ranna w gtowe i noge, w dniu 10 maja 1943 r. zostata wyprowadzona
przez Marka Edelmana z bunkra przy ul. Mitej 18 wraz z grupg innych na Franciszkanska 22.
Stamtad w dniu 10 maja przedostata sie w grupie okoto 40 powstancow kanatami na strone
aryjska. Zostali przewiezieni ciezarowka do lasku koto tomianek skad mieli p6js¢ do
partyzantki. Po kilku dniach jako niezdolna do pobytu w lesie wrdcita do Warszawy. Zostata
ukryta wraz z kilkonastoma innymi b. powstaricami na strychu fabryki bton fotograficznych
na Pradze przy ul. 11 Listopada 10. Tam 24 maja 1943 r. kto$ z ukrywajgcych sie
spowodowat pozar, w ktorym zgineto kilka ukrywajgcych sie osob. Tosia Altman wraz z
Szyfrg Sokotka, ciezko poparzone wybiegty na ulice. Zostaty zatrzymane przez granatowych
policjantow i przekazane Niemcom. Zmarty tego samego dnia w szpitalu gdyz Niemcy kazali
pozostawic je bez pomocy.

Postanowieniem prezydenta B. Bieruta Nr 154/48 z dnia 19 kwietnia 194811
odznaczona posmiertnie Krzyzem Srebrnym Orderu Wojennego Yirtuti Militari.
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Altman Tosia —

Urodzita sie 24 sierpnia 1918 r. we Wioctawku w zamoznej rodzinie. Uczyta sie gimnazjum
hebrajskim. Od 11 roku zycia nalezata do Haszomer Hacair. W latach 30-tych petnita w tej
organizacji funkcje instruktorki mtodszych dziewczat na letnich koloniach szomrowych. Od
1938 r. wspoOtpracowata z zarzadem gtownym Haszomer Hacair w Warszawie. Byla
redaktorkg gazetki ,,Hanawadim”. We wrze$niu 1939 r. znalazta sie wraz z grupg szomréw w
Wilnie. Pod koniec 1939 r. lub wiosng 1940 r. wrocita wraz Mordechajem Anielewiczem,
Jozefem Kaptanem (wszyscy z Haszomer Hacair) oraz z Icchakiem Cukiermanem, Frumka
Ptotnickg i Cywig Lubetkin (z Droru) do Warszawy celem podjecia dziatalnosci
konspiracyjnej. Byta cztonkinig kierownictwa Haszomer Hacair, a w getcie cztonkinig Bloku
Antyfaszystowskiego. Weszta w skiad delegacji wybranej 28 lipca 1942 r. do nawigzania
kontaktu z ruchem oporu poza murami getta w celu uzyskania broni. Petnita funkcje
taczniczki Haszomer Hacair. Wielokrotnie wyjezdzata do grup Haszomer Hacair na terenie
Galicji, w Bedzinie, Biatymstoku, Baranowiczach i Wilnie. Przewozita tam takze prase
konspiracyjng drukowang w Warszawie. Nalezata do ZOB. Uczestniczyta w powstaniu w
getcie warszawskim. Ranna w gtowe i noge, w dniu 10 maja 1943 r. zostata wyprowadzona
przez Marka Edelmana z bunkra przy ul. Mitej 18 wraz z grupg innych na Franciszkarnska 22.
Stamtad w dniu 10 maja przedostata sie w grupie okoto 40 powstancow kanatami na strone
aryjska. Zostali przewiezieni ciezarowka do lasku koto tomianek skad mieli p6js¢ do
partyzantki. Po Kilku dniach jako niezdolna do pobytu w lesie wrdcita do Warszawy. Zostata
ukryta wraz z kilkonastoma innymi b. powstancami na strychu fabryki bton fotograficznych
na Pradze przy ul. 11 Listopada 10. Tam 24 maja 1943 r. kto$ z ukrywajacych sie spowodowat
pozar, w ktérym zgineto kilka ukrywajacych sie osob. Tosia Altman wraz z Szyfrg Soko6tka
ciezko poparzone wybiegty na ulice. Zostaty zatrzymane przez granatowych policjantow i
przekazane Niemcom. Zmarty tego samego dnia w szpitalu gdyz Niemcy kazali pozostawi¢ je

bez pomocy.
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Tova (Tosia) Altman

GFH Archive, Catalogue # 1029

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir and the Jewish
underground in the Warsaw ghetto.

Tosia Altman was bom in 1918, in Lipno near Wioctawek. She was among the
leaders of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth movement and a key activist in its
underground movement during the German occupation, until her last day. She
was one ofthe founders of the Jewish Fighting Organization and belonged to
its leadership.

At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa’ir chapter and soon
became a counselor in the movement. At age 16, she was chosen to represent
her region at the movement's Fourth Congress. In 1938, she joined the
"Elgavish" training commune in Czestochowa, and after some time joined the
central leadership of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir in Warsaw, responsible for the
education of the younger members, "Bnei ha - Midbar" (Hebrew: Children of
the Desert).
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On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak of WWII, she was appointe
to the "Bet" (Secondary) Leadership, a core group of young women who woul<
fili in for the veteran leadership in an emergency. Within a few days, she and
several comrades left for the east, to the Soviet occupied area, to work in
organizing and aid for movement members who had fled western Poland. On
receiving the terrible news of occurrences in the German occupied regions,
where movement members and groups had been abandoned without leadership
the main movement leadership met in Vilnius (Vilna) and decided to send
Tosia to Warsaw. Her mission there was to organize and train a core of young
leaders who would rebuild the movement and its branches throughout the
Generalgouvemement and western Poland, the areas which had been
incorporated into the German Reich.

At the end of October or beginning of November 1942, Tosia retumed to
Warsaw, followed by Josef Kaptan, Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel
Braslav, who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, she
decided to serve as a courier. She traveled to many towns and villages, located
Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir members, set up local chapters and provided them witl
educational materiat from the movement. She also traveled to occupied Vilniu;
to confirm the rumors of mass killings of Jews in the east, and brought this
back with her along with the cali for resistance and rebellion.

After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting Organization, Tosia was choser
as amember of a team going to the "Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set up contacts
with the Polish underground for getting weapons, training and aid. This team
was comprised of Arie Wilner, Frumka Ptotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On
August 21, 1942 (during the Great Aktion —mass deportations from the
Warsaw ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five
handguns and eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was caught and taken to the
Umschlagplatz, but succeeded in getting away. She would return to the ghetto
every time she heard of an impending roundup for deportation, up until the
Warsaw ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge of maintaining
contact with ZOB members outside the ghetto, and would phone them with
update reports on the battles there. Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and
other fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the
headguarters bunker and was among the few survivors after the battle when th
bunker was attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Her comrades found her
there, with head and leg wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the
ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the Lomianki Forest, and found
shelter on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10
Listopadowa 11 Street. On May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out ii
the factory; the celluloid ignited guickly and the factory went up in flames.
Tosia was severely bumed, then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible
suffering without receiving medical treatment.

In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and counselor, Adam Rand ofthe H;
- Shomer ha - Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings about the fate of he
people: "...the malady of Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and | am powerless to help. Did you
ever try to batter down a wali with your head?"

17
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“And as in the past, warm hearts do beat again, in
every place people live, cities, smali towns, frozen tired
hands keep the flame burning. These hands get less
and less numerous, but more and more vigilant.”

“Listen, my friends, you who are drying the swamps of
German’s hard labor camps, you who are tom by
constant hunger within the sealed walls of the ghetto,
you who are likely to be locked to- morrow --or the day
after—behind walls, listen, all ofyou:

We shall resist! We shall succeed by fighting back in
rising up and starting anew all over again!”

From the Ulegat El Al newspaper, April, 1941
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Tova (Tosia) Altman

GFH Archive, Catalogue # 1029

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsalir and the Jewish underground iIn the Warsaw
ghetto.

Tosia Altman was born i1n 1918, 1i1n Lipno near
WHoctawek. She was among the leaders of the Ha -
Shomer ha - Tsa®"ir youth movement and a key activist
In 1ts underground movement during the German
occupation, until her last day. She was one of the
founders of the Jewish Fighting Organization and
belonged to i1ts leadership.

At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer ha
- Tsa"ir chapter and soon became a counselor in the
movement. At age 16, she was chosen to represent her
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region at the movement®s Fourth Congress. In 1938,
she joined the "Elgavish"™ training commune in
Czestochowa, and after some time joined the central
leadership of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa®"ir iIn Warsaw,
responsible for the education of the younger members,
"Bneil ha - Midbar'™ (Hebrew: Children of the Desert).

On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak of
WII, she was appointed to the "Bet'" (Secondary)
Leadership, a core group of young women who would
fili In for the veteran leadership In an emergency.
Within a few days, she and several comrades left for
the east, to the Soviet occupied area, to work in
organizing and aid for movement members who had fled
western Poland. On receiving the terrible news of
occurrences iIn the German occupied regions, where
movement members and groups had been abandoned
without leadership, the main movement leadership met
in Vilnius (Vilna) and decided to send Tosia to
Warsaw. Her mission there was to organize and train a
core of young leaders who would rebuild the movement
and i1ts branches throughout the Generalgouvernement
and western Poland, the areas which had been
incorporated into the German Reich.

At the end of October or beginning of November 1942,
Tosia returned to Warsaw, followed by Josef Kaptan,
Mordechair Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav, who joined
her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time,
she decided to serve as a courier. She traveled to
many towns and villages, located Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsa"ir members, set up local chapters and provided
them with educational materiat from the movement. She
also traveled to occupied Vilnius to confirm the
rumors of mass killings of Jews iIn the east, and
brought this back with her along with the cali for
resistance and rebellion.

After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting
Organization, Tosia was chosen as a member of a team
going to the ™"Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set up
contacts with the Polish underground for getting
weapons, training and aid. This team was comprised of
Arie Wilner, Frumka P4otnicka and Leah Perlstein. On
August 21, 1942 (during the Great Aktion -- mass
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deportations from the Warsaw ghetto), the fTirst
weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: Tfive handguns
and eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was
caught and taken to the Umschlagplatz, but succeeded
in getting away. She would return to the ghetto every
time she heard of an iImpending roundup for
deportation, up until the Warsaw ghetto uprising Iin
April 1943. She was iIn charge of maintaining contact
with ZOB members outside the ghetto, and would phone
them with update reports on the battles there.
Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and other
fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18
which became the headguarters bunker and was among
the few survivors after the battle when the bunker
was attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Her
comrades TfTound her there, with head and leg wounds.
Tosia was among the fighters who left the ghetto on
May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the tomianki Forest,
and found shelter on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw 1iIn
the celluloid factory at 10 Listopadowa 11 Street. On
May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fTire broke out iIn
the fTactory; the celluloid ignited auickly and the
factory went up In flames. Tosia was severely burned,
then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible
suffering without receiving medical treatment.

In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and
counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa®"ir
leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings about the
fate of her people: '.._the malady of Israel, and my
own, has fTinally been revealed as incurable.._lIsrael
iIs dying before my eyes and I am powerless to help.
Did you ever try to batter down a wali with your
head?"

"And as 1In the past, warm hearts do beat again, iIn
every place people live, cities, smali towns, frozen
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tired hands keep the flame burning. These hands get
less and less numerous, but more and more vigilant.”

"Listen, my friends, you who are drying the swamps of
German®s hard Qlabor camps, you who are tom by
constant hunger within the sealed walls of the
ghetto, you who are likely to be locked to- morrow -—
or the day after-- behind walls, listen, all of you:

We shall resist! We shall succeed by fighting back in
rising up and starting anew all over again!"

From the i1llegal EI Al newspaper, April, 1941
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Inventory Tosia Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir and the Jewish underground

Description in the Warsaw ghetto.

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir and the Jewish
underground in the Warsaw ghetto.

Note:

Tosia Altman was born in 1918, in Lipno near Wtoctawek. She was among the
leaders of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth movement and a key activist in its
underground movement during the German occupation, until her last day. She
was one of the founders of the Jewish Fighting Organization and betonged to its
leadership.

At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir chapter and soon
became a counselor in the movement. At age 16, she was chosen to represent her
region at the movement's Fourth Congress. In 1938, she joined the "Elgavish™
training commune in Czestochowa, and after some time joined the central
leadership of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir in Warsaw, responsible for the education
of the younger members, "Bnei ha - Midbar" (Hebrew: Children of the Desert).
On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak ofWWH, she was appointed
to the "Bet' (Secondary) Leadership, a core group of young women who would
fili in for the veteran leadership in an emergency. Within a few days, she and
several comrades left for the east, to the Soviet occupied area, to work in
organizing and aid for movement members who had fled western Poland. On
receiving the terrible news of occurrences in the German occupied regions,
where movement members and groups had been abandoned without leadership,
the main movement leadership met in Vilnius (Vilna) and decided to send Tosia
to Warsaw. Her mission there was to organize and train a core of young leaders
who would rebuild the movement and its branches throughout the
Generalgouvernement and western Poland, the areas which had been
incorporated into the German Reich.

At the end of October or beginning of November 1942, Tosia returned to
Warsaw, followed by Josef Kaptan, Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav,
who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, she decided to
serve as a courier. She traveled to many towns and villages, located Ha - Shomer
ha - Tsa'ir members, set up local chapters and provided them with educational
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materiat from the movement. She also traveled to occupied Vilnius to confirm

the rumors of mass killings of Jews in the east, and brought this back with her
along with the cali for resistance and rebellion.

After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting Organization, Tosia was chosen
as a member of a team going to the ""Aryan' side of Warsaw, to set up contacts
with the Polish underground for getting weapons, training and aid. This team
was comprised of Arie Wilner, Frumka Ptotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On August
21, 1942 (during the Great Aktion —mass deportations from the Warsaw
ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five handguns and
eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was caught and taken to the
Umschlagplatz, but succeeded in getting away. She would return to the ghetto
every time she heard of an impending roundup for deportation, up until the
Warsaw ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge of maintaining contact
with ZOB members outside the ghetto, and would phone them with update
reports on the battles there. Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and other
fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the
headquarters bunker and was among the few survivors after the battle when the
bunker was attacked and abandoned on May 8,1943. Her comrades found her
there, with head and leg wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the
ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the Lomianki Forest, and found shelter
on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10 Listopadowa 11
Street. On May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out in the factory; the
celluloid ignited quickly and the factory went up in flames. Tosia was severely
burned, then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible suffering without
receiving medical treatment.

In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha -
Shomer ha - Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings about the fate of her
people: "...the malady of Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and | ain powerless to help. Did you
ever try to batter down a wali with your head?"

See:

1) Gutman, Yisrael, "The Jews of Warsaw, 1939 - 1943: Ghetto, Underground,
Revolt", Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1982.

2) Zuckerman, Yitzhak "Antek", "A Surplus of Memory: Chronicie of the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising™, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.

3) Lubetkin, Zivia, "In the Days of Destruction and Revolt", Israel: Beit
Lohamei Haghetaot, 1981.
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Photo Collection

1028

Tosia Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa®ir
and the Jewish underground in the Warsaw ghetto.

Tosia - Tova Altman, member of Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsa®"ir and the Jewish underground in the Warsaw
ghetto.

Note:

Tosia Altman was born in 1918, 1in Lipno near
W+octawek. She was among the leaders of the Ha -
Shomer ha - Tsa®ir youth movement and a key
activist in its underground movement during the
German occupation, until her last day. She was one
of the founders of the Jewish Fighting
Organization and belonged to its leadership.

At the age of 11, she joined the local Ha - Shomer
ha - Tsa"ir chapter and soon became a counselor in
the movement. At age 16, she was chosen to
represent her region at the movement®s Fourth
Congress. 1In 1938, she joined the "Elgavish"
training commune in Czestochowa, and after some
time joined the central leadership of Ha - Shomer
ha - Tsa®"ir in Warsaw, responsible for the
education of the younger members, "Bnei ha -
Midbar™ (Hebrew: Children of the Desert).

On August 30, 1939, two days before the outbreak
of WwWiIl, she was appointed to the ™"Bet"
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(Secondary) Leadership, a core group of young
women who would fili in for the veteran leadership
in an emergency. Within a few days, she and
several comrades left for the east, to the Soviet
occupied area, to work in organizing and aid for
movement members who had fled western Poland. On
receiving the terrible news of occurrences in the
German occupied regions, where movement members
and groups had been abandoned without leadership,
the main movement leadership met in Vilnius
(Vilna) and decided to send Tosia to Warsaw. Her
mission there was to organize and train a core of
young leaders who would rebuild the movement and
its branches throughout the Generalgouvernement
and western Poland, the areas which had been
incorporated into the German Reich.

At the end of October or beginning of November
1942, Tosia returned to Warsaw, Tollowed by Josef
Kaptan, Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav,
who jJoined her iIn rebuilding the movement. After a
short time, she decided to serve as a courier. She
traveled to many towns and villages, located Ha -
Shomer ha - Tsa®ir members, set up local chapters
and provided them with educational materiat from
the movement. She also traveled to occupied
Vilnius to confirm the rumors of mass killings of
Jews in the east, and brought this back with her
along with the cali for resistance and rebellion.
After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting
Organization, Tosia was chosen as a member of a
team going to the "Aryan™ side of Warsaw, to set
up contacts with the Polish underground for
getting weapons, training and aid. This team was
comprised of Arie Wilner, Frumka P#otnicka and
Leah Perlstein. On August 21, 1942 (during the
Great Aktion -- mass deportations from the Warsaw
ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the
ghetto: five handguns and eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she
was caught and taken to the Umschlagplatz, but
succeeded in getting away. She would return to the
ghetto every time she heard of an impending
roundup for deportation, up until the Warsaw
ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge
of maintaining contact with ZOB members outside
the ghetto, and would phone them with update
reports on the battles there. Together with
Mordechai Anielewicz and other fighters, she moved
to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the
headguarters bunker and was among the Tfew
survivors after the battle when the bunker was
attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Her
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comrades found her there, with head and leg
wounds. Tosia was among the Tighters who left the
ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to the
tomianki Forest, and found shelter on the "Aryan"
side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10
Listopadowa 11 Street. On May 24, 1943, an
accidentally - set fire broke out In the factory;
the celluloid ignited quickly and the factory went
up in flames. Tosia was severely burned, then
caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible
suffering without receiving medical treatment.

In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and
counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsa"ir leadership, Tosia wrote of her feelings
about the fate of her people: "..._.the malady of
Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as
incurable.._Israel is dying before my eyes and 1
am powerless to help. Did you ever try to batter
down a wali with your head?"

See:

1) Gutman, Yisrael, "The Jews of Warsaw, 1939 -
1943: Ghetto, Underground, Revolt™, Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1982.

2) Zuckerman, Yitzhak "Antek'™, ™A Surplus of
Memory: Chronicie of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising",
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.

3) Lubetkin, Zivia, "In the Days of Destruction
and Revolt", Israel: Beit Lohamei Haghetaot, 1981.

Altman Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa"ir Warsaw

Tosia Youth Movement

Couriers Poland Youth
Movements

[Ghetto Underground, Jewish
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Mordechai Anielewicz and Shmuel Braslav, who joined her in rebuilding the movement. After a short time, she
decided to serve as a courier. She traveled to many towns and villages, located Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir members, set
up local chapters and provided them with educationai materiat from the movement. She also traveled to occupied
Vilnius to confirm the rumors of mass Killings of Jews in the east, and brought this back with her along with the cali
for resistance and rebellion.

After the establishment of the Jewish Fighting Organization, Tosia was chosen as a member of a team going to the
"Aryan" side of Warsaw, to set up contacts with the Polish underground for getting weapons, training and aid. This
team was comprised of Arie Wilner, Frumka Ptotnicka and Leah Perlstein. On August 21, 1942 (during the Great
Aktion —mass deportations from the Warsaw ghetto), the first weapons were smuggled into the ghetto: five handguns
and eight grenades.

On Jan. 18, 1943 (during the Second Aktion), she was caught and taken to the Umschlagplatz, but succeeded in
getting away. She would return to the ghetto every time she heard of an impending roundup for deportation, up until
the Warsaw ghetto uprising in April 1943. She was in charge of maintaining contact with ZOB members outside the
ghetto, and would phone them with update reports on the battles there. Together with Mordechai Anielewicz and
other fighters, she moved to the large bunker at Mila 18 which became the headguarters bunker and was among the
few survivors after the battle when the bunker was attacked and abandoned on May 8, 1943. Fler comrades found her
there, with head and leg wounds. Tosia was among the fighters who left the ghetto on May 10, 1943 via the sewers to
the Lomianki Forest, and found shelter on the "Aryan" side of Warsaw in the celluloid factory at 10 Listopadowa 11
Street. On May 24, 1943, an accidentally - set fire broke out in the factory; the celluloid ignited quickly and the
factory went up in flames. Tosia was severely burned, then caught by the Gestapo and died in terrible suffering
without receiving medical treatment.

In her letter of April 7, 1942 to her friend and counselor, Adam Rand of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa'ir leadership, Tosia
wrote of her feelings about the fate of her people: "...the malady of Israel, and my own, has finally been revealed as
incurable...Israel is dying before my eyes and | am powerless to help. Did you ever try to batter down a wali with your
head?"

“And as in the past, warm hearts do beat again, in every place people live, cities, smali towns,frozen tired hands
keep theflame burning. These hands get less and less numerous, but more and more rigilant. ”

“Listen, my friends, you who are drying the swamps of German ’s hard labor canips, you who are tom by constant
hunger within the sealed walls of the ghetto, you who are likely to be locked to- morrow —or the day after—behind
walls, listen, all ofyou:

We shall resist! We shall succeed byfighting back in rising up and starting anew all over again!”

From the illegal El Al newspaper, April, 1941
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LAST LETTER FROM BEDZINII
(17.7.1943)

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them

being Tzvia (Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), ~Nand Galer (Eliezer). 2~ From the Ya’ari family (the reference is
to Meir Ya'ari from the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived.

Tosia (Altman), Chentzia (Ptotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Y osef Kaptan, ~6* Mordechai Anilewicz,

and thousands of our people are no longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ("Poalei zZion"); only one
Sack (Yosef) " survived; Grajak (Shalom) and Levin (Lejser). From the Samak (Kaptan) ~22” family
only Bloch (Eliezer Lippa), ~23” who was in the labor camp, survived, and Kirshenbaum (Menachem); and
from the Alter family (Victor), ~ -5- only a few survived.

[Page 542]

9. Yosef Kaptan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters' Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first of its
cominanders, and a member of the main leadership of the Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the
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fragmenty

LAST LETTER FROM BEDZIN-~
(17.7.1943)

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia
(Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), and Galer (Eliezer).

From the Ya“ari fTamily (the reference is to Meir Ya"ari from
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),

Chentzia (PH+otnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kaptan,
Mordechai Anilewicz, and thousands of our people are no
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ('Poalei

Zion); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom) ~ L
and Levin (Lej ser) . From the Samak (Kaptan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa), who was i1n the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem); and from the Alter family
(Victor), only a few survived.

[Page 542]

9. Yosef Kaptan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters*
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the Tfirst of its
commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement
was started iIn Warsaw together with Tosia Altman (who was also
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught
by the Gestapo and died under torture) and the underground
movement throughout the ™"General Government.” He was a
lecturer iIn underground seminars. He established the
agricultural farm in Zarki and the urban kibbutzim of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp 1in
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>
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13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the
"Government"™ and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the
Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and
worked in the celluloid factory iIn Prag-Warsaw. She was badly
burned in the fire that took place iIn the factory (24 May
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

[Page 541]

LAST LETTER FROM BEDZIN111
(17.7.1943)

To Wania, Mendel, Ze"ev and all our friends, wherever they may

Dear Friends,

After a lengthy wait, the messenger arrived today with your
letter. Unfortunately, he has been slightly overdue in coming.
For years we have dreamed of an opportunity to tell of our
life and our war.

During the past year and a half of the war, we established a
training program and, apart from this, youth movements that
were stronger and better than iIn normal times.

Following the organization of the ghettoes, a systematic plan
of extermination began. It began iIn Wartago, — in the
districts of Lodz and Pozan. About 80,000 Jews were poisoned
by gas-officially it was known as Oysidlung [iIn German:
Aussiedlung = evacuation]. In Lodz there was a smali, closed,
and sealed community that numbered some 40,000 who were
undoubtedly dying from hunger and tuberculosis. At the moment,
we don"t have any information from there. This place of
destruction is called Chedmno. -

After this, came the extermination of the Lithuanian Jews who
were shot to death in Ponar. — Altogether, about 20,000 Jews
remained iIn Vilna, Kovno and Shavl. For several months now, we
have had no word from there either, and i1t appears that they
have been made ™"Judenrein.”™ We prepared our defenses, but
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unfortunately they®"ve been unsuccessful. In the area known as

"Government,'" — Warsaw, Lublin, Czestochowa, Krakow and the
surroundings, there are no Jews at all. The extermination was
carried out by gas in Treblinka, — near

Modrzejow near Sosnowiec, 1942. The last journey... Jews being
taken to the railway carriages to be exiled to Auschwitz.
Matkinia. This 1is an infamous place of destruction, not only
for the Jews of Poland, but also for the Jews of Holland,
Belgium, and so forth.

Our fTinest chapter was in Warsaw. Tzvia (Lubotkin] -

organized the defense and Yosef (Kap#an], — the children (the
reference is to the various Zionist youth movements, M. H.)
Terrible battles took place in the ghetto. Sadly, only several
hundred of the enemy were killed - some 800. The result was
that all the Jews were killed; the ghetto was destroyed and
not a trace of it remained.

In the "Government"™ region there is no longer a Jewish
settlement, apart from three labor camps, Trevnik, Poniatov
and Prokochim, numbering up to 30,000 people. In a few
weeks time there will be nobody left.

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia
(Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), and Galer (Eliezer).

From the Ya"ari fTamily (the reference is to Meir Ya“"ari from
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),

Chentzia (PHotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kaptan,
Mordechai Anilewicz, and thousands of our people are no
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ('Poalei
zZion™); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom)

and Levin (Lejser). From the Samak (Kaptan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa), who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem) ; and from the Alter family
(Yictor), only a few survived.

[Page 542]
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The Ukraine and Polesia are "Judenrein."

In Bialystock about 20,000 Jews survived in slightly better
conditions. Those from the Lublin district were completely
exterminated in Belzec and Sobibor.

The last Jewish settlement, which had existed under relatively
better conditions, was Upper Eastern Silesia. Some three weeks
ago 7,000 Jews were exiled. They are being killed in
Auschwitz. They are being shot and incinerated. In the coming
weeks, our district will be without Jews. When you receive
this letter, none of us will be alive. Based on the
information we received through Switzerland, only a few people
were arrested (sent to the detention camp for foreign

citizens, M. H.) None of us were among them. These days, the
authorities are making it difficult and are no longer placing
people in detention camps. To date, we have not received any
word from any of those who were sent iIn the last dispatch. On
the contrary, today we know for certain that they were sent to
Auschwitz. Immediate intervention by the patron government 1Is
of the strictest urgency. We are not sending you the reguested
materiat, since you will be able to receive the pictures and
the facts from Natan (Shvalbe) and from Zilev (Or. Avraham
Zilberstejn) .

I personally visited all the districts | have written about
and witnessed all the acts of extermination. Hershl

(Shpringer) is still with us; however, do not write to this
address, sihce he is at odds with "Shiltonovitz" (the
authorities). For myself, 1 am also not living with him

['Shiltonovitz"] in complete tranguility. We are looking for a
way to reach Hungary and reguest your help with this, in any
way possible.

Do whatever you can. | doubt if you can help us in time, since
we are nearing our Tfinat days. All the youth movements
together number no more than a few hundred people, including
our Kkibbutz members and the children®s® Kkibbutz, unofficial
kibbutzim.

Our hope of reaching the homeland (Eretz Yisrael) has not been
realized, to our deepest regret. Warmest regards to the Letben
family (Yitzhak Tebenkin), Eliezer (Gravitski), Benderski (.
Benduri), Ya"ari (Meir), Kolodeni )Kol Moshe), Goldstein
(Yitzhak), Pinkas (Lubianiker-Lavon), and all the relatives.

We are writing this letter in great haste, sinhce the
messenger"s time is very pressed. We havenlt the strength or
the patience to write everything to you, what was most
important and what we wanted most.
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We send heartfelt greetings.

Frumke (PHotnicka)
Herschl (Shpringer)
Tzvi (Brandes)
Kozhuch (lIsrael)
Shlomo L. (Lerner)

Bedzin, 17 July 1943.

[Page 542]
Notes regarding the 'Last letter from Bedzin™

1. See the article by Nachman Blumenthal ('Der lester Brief
fun Bedzin") regarding this letter. The names and remarks in
brackets and guotes are not part of the original letter.
Inaccuracies in some of the information regarding the events
in other places can be explained by the situation at the time.
<Return>

2. Wania, Mendel, Ze"ev - messengers of the Hechalutz and
Histadrut Haovdim organizations, which operated in Koshta
(Turkey) during the Second World War for Jews trapped and
tortured in countries conguered by the Germans. <Return>

3. Wartago (or Wartaland, the land of Warta) - the western
provinces of Poland. Poznan and areas around Lodz and
Pomerania that were annexed to the Reich at Hitler®"s order on
the 8th of October 1939. Of the 460,000 Jews in Wartago, only
about 10,000 survived. <Return>

4. Chedmno - an extermination camp in the village of Chedmno,
14 km from the district Capital of Kolo, in the Wartago
region. The victims were poisoned iIn cars by poison gas and
buried in the nearby forest. In 1942 they began burning the
bodies iIn two incinerators, whose capacity was 20 bodies that
would be incinerated within 20 minutes. On an average, about
1,000 people were murdered each day. The number of victims
stands at 370,000, most of them Wartago Jews (about 340,000)
and minorities (@bout 25,000) from other countries. <Return>

5. Ponar - extermination camp, about 8 km from Vilna, near the
Vilna-Grodno-Warsaw railway, the valley of death for the Jews
of Vilna and vicinity. The victims were shot and their bodies
incinerated in a pyre. The approximate number of victims is
60,000. <Return>

6. ""Government'” ('General Government'™) - an administrative
unit covering the central regions of occupied Poland, whose



population was close to 15 million people. At the head of the
General Government was Dr. Hans Frank (General Governor). The
capital was Krakoéw. The Zaglembian cities were not counted as
General Government, but rather were annexed to the German
Reich. <Return>

7. Treblinka - an extermination camp. The victims were gassed
and incinerated on pyres. Most of the Jews of Warsaw and
eastern Poland met their deaths iIn this camp. They arrived
here by transports from Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria,
Budgaria and so on. The camp operated from the middle of 1942
until the 2rmd of August 1943, when there was a rebellion of
Jews working in the place and it was burned down. Many of the
rebels were killed and few survived. The number of victims
reached 750,000 souls. <Return>

8. Tzvia Lubotkin, was a student of the Freiheit movement, a
member of the Dror movement, and one of the organizers of the
underground pioneering group in occupied Poland. She was among
the founders of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem [Jewish Fighters*®
Organization] and one of its commanders. She was the Hechalutz
movement representative in the Jewish national committee and
in the coordinating committee. During the April rebellion, she
fought in the central ghetto [Warsaw]. On the 10th of May 1943
she was among those who escaped through the sewers to the
Aryan side. Today, she is a member of Kibbutz Lochmei
Haghettaot and a member of the Central Zionist Workers
committee. She has published articles and books on the Warsaw
Ghetto, regarding the uprising and so on. Her works have been
translated into several European languages. <Return>

9. Yosef Kaptan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters*®
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the Tfirst of its
commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Altman (who was also
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught
by the Gestapo and died under torture) and the underground
movement throughout the '"General Government.' He was a
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the
agricultural farm in Zarki and the urban kibbutzim of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>

[543]

10. Trevnik, Poniatov and Prokochim - these were extermination
concentration camps. <Return>
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11. Yitzhak Zukerman, known as Antek, a member of the
pioneering youth movement. One of the organizers of the
Underground and a founder of the Jewish Fighters®™ Organization
and a member of its command. He fought in the Warsaw Ghetto
during the April uprising. He survived and today is a member
of Kibbutz Lochmei Haghettaot. He published articles and books
about the Warsaw Ghetto, about the destruction of Polish
Jewry. He edited the book Sefer Milchamot Haghettaot [The Book
of the Ghetto Wars] together with Moshe Basok. <Return>

12. Eliezer Galer was a soldier in the Polish Army and fought
against the Germans at the beginning of the war. After his
release from a POW camp, he was among the founders of the
Gordonia movement throughout the "Government," one of the
founders of the kibbutz at 23 Nalavaki Street, and the
organizer of this movementls seminary. During the period that
the [Warsaw] Ghetto was being destroyed, he set out for
Zaglembia. At the end of 1942 he returned to Warsaw. He was
one of the commanders and Ffighters in the Warsaw uprising. He
was among those who survived by Crossing to the Aryan side
through the sewers. In the summer of 1943, he was taken as a
South American Citizen to the detainee camp in Bergen-Belsen,
and later to Auschwitz where he was killed. <Return>

13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the
"Government” and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the
Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and
worked in the celluloid factory in Prag-Warsaw. She was badly
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (@24 May
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

14. Chentzia PH4otnicka - a student of Freiheit and an activist
in the Dror movement in occupied Poland. She worked to renew
her movementls centers in various places. At the beginning of
1942 she was dispatched to Bedzin and worked there for some
time. She was killed in Warsaw during the confrontations with
the Germans. <Return>

15. Leah Perlstein - a teacher, one of the organizers of the
underground Hechalutz movement. She visited Zaglembia in the
spring of 1940 and organized an aliya via Slovakia. During the
period that the Warsaw Ghetto was being destroyed, she was a
delegate member of the Ilrgun Yehudi Lochem on the Aryan side
to purchase arms and negotiate with the Polish Underground to
receive assistance. She was killed by the Germans during the
uprising of January 1943. <Return>

16. See note 9. <Return>
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17. Mordechai Anilewicz - commander of the Jewish Fighters”
Organization in Warsaw and one of the leaders of the
underground Hashomer Hatzair movement in the "Government."
When the war broke out he was living in Vilna, and in the
spring of 1940 he returned to Warsaw as a delegate of his
movement. He was a lecturer in clandestine seminars and one of
the editors of the movement®"s papers. He visited the cities of
Zaglembia iIn the summer of 1942 in order to organize a
defense. During the January uprising in Warsaw, he Tfought at
the front of his company and was its only survivor. In the
April uprising he was located in the central bunker (@8 Mila
Street) and it was here that he was Kkilled together with a
hundred fighters, besieged by the enemy. <Return>

18. Enshel Reiss - a leader of the Poalei Zion movement in
Poland. Today he lives in Israel and is among the main
activists in the Federation of Polish Emigres. <Return>

19. Yosef Sack - a public activist in the Warsaw Ghetto, one
of the leaders of the Poalei Zion movement in Poland, one of
the founders and directors of the underground Dror gymnasia,
and a member of the workers®™ committee that encouraged self-
defense. He provided help from the Aryan side on behalf of the
national committee. He was among those who survived and live
in Israel. <Return>

20. Shalom (Stephan) Grajak - a member of the Poalei Zion
movement and one of the founders of the underground party in
the Warsaw Ghetto, was one of the activists in the National
Jewish Committee and the Jewish Fighters®™ Organization. During
the April uprising he was one of the organizers of the
transfer of fighters to Tebens-Shultz on the Aryan side.
<Return>

21. Lejser Levin - an activist in the Poalei Zion movement 1in
Poland and an organizer of the underground party. He was among
those who survived and live iIn Israel. <Return>

22. Samek (Shmuel) Kapt#an - an activist in the Noar Zioni
[Zionist Youth] 1in the Warsaw Ghetto. He was a member of the
pioneering coordination committee for a period. He was exiled
to Treblinka during the large Aktzia. <Return>

23. Lippa Bloch - born in the Ukraine, one of the heads of the
General Zionists (Al Hamishmar) in Poland. He was the chief
director of the Keren Kayemet Leyisrael fund in Poland of the
past, a lecturer in the underground pioneering movement, and a
member of the civil committee working with the Jewish
coordinating committee. During the period of the April
uprising he was exiled to the labor camp in Kreshnik, where he
founded a clandestine committee that communicated with the
National Jewish Committee in Warsaw. In July 1944 he was
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exiled to Pleshov and from there to Mauthausen. Details of his
death are not known. <Return>

24. Menachem Kirshenbaum - one of the leaders of the General
Zionists and an important public activist iIn the Warsaw
Ghetto. He was an organizer of the mutual aid organization,
Yiddishe Sotsiale Eleinhilf, which was founded during the
Warsaw siege, a member of the public committee organized by
the "Joint,” and one of the initiators of Tekuma (@n
organization for the cultivation of Jewish culture 1In the
Warsaw Ghetto). He fled to the Aryan side during the April
uprising. He planned to travel to Witat as a South American
Citizen, but he was arrested by the Gestapo through an
informant. He was sent to Paviak and was murdered there.
<Return>

25. Victor Alter - one of the most iImportant activists in the
Bund movement in Poland. During the war he fled to Soviet
Russia where he was executed by the authorities. <Return>

26. Belzec - an extermination camp iIn the Lublin district. The
victims were executed in gas chambers. There was no
incinerator in the camp. The bodies were burned on pyres. It
is estimated that 600,000 Jews were killed here. <Return>

27. Sobibor - an extermination camp in the Lublin district.
The victims were gassed and their bodies incinerated. The
number of victims: hundreds of thousands. <Return>

28. Natan Shvalbe - a member of Kibbutz Hulda, and Dr. Avraham
Zilberstejn were activists iIn the Zionist Labor party,
Hitachdut, in Galicia and members of the Polish Sejm
(parliament); they operated in Switzerland during the Second
World War on behalf of the Rescue Committee of the Jewish
Agency and the Workers Union in Eretz Yisrael. <Return>

29. Hershl Shpringer - born in Wolborm, a student of Freiheit,
and a member of the Dror movement. He was one of the leading
personalities in the Jewish Underground in Zaglembia. He
fought tirelessly against the Judenrat. He was one of the
founders of the Jewish Fightersl Organization in Bedzin and
one of i1ts commanders. A leader of the Dror Kkibbutz in Bedzin.
After the destruction of the orphanage in Bedzin, he saved the
abandoned children and built a movement house for them. On the
7th of April 1943 he was exiled to Auschwitz. <Return>

30. PHotnicka Frumke - she formulated and wrote this letter
and was the TfTirst to sign i1t. She was one of the leaders of
the underground Pioneering Movement in occupied Poland, a

student of Freiheit, and a member of the Dror movement. She
visited settlements in the "Government"™ and reorganized the
destroyed movement branches. In the spring of 1940 she left
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for Zaglembia and reguested a way of making aliya. She was
active iIn the Hechalutz center. During the period that the
Warsaw Ghetto was destroyed (the summer of 1942), she was a
member of the delegation of the Organization of Jewish
Fighters on the Aryan side of Warsaw. She brought the Tfirst
weapon into the ghetto. In September 1942 she went to
Zaglembia to organize self-defense. She died on the 3rd of
August 1943 with a group of friends, while defending the
bunker iIn Bedzin. <Return>

31. Hershel Springer - see note 29. <Return>

32. Tzvi Brandes - an activist iIn the underground Hashomer
Hatzair movement. He was one of the founders of the
agricultural farm in his city, Zarki, and after its
destruction he left for Bedzin. He was one of the organizers
of the self-defense iIn Zaglembia and a commander of the Jewish
Fighters®™ Organization in Bedzin. He tried to break out of the
ghetto during the period that the city was being destroyed,
but he was caught and murdered by the Germans. <Return>

33. Yisrael (Yuzak) Kozhuch - a leader of the Zionist Youth
movement in Sosnowiec, an organizer of the underground
Pioneering Movement in Zaglembia, and a founder of the Jewish
Fighters®™ Organization. For a while, he was iIn charge of youth
affairs in the Judenrat. While opposing the schemes of Moniek
Merin against the underground pioneering movement, he was not
deterred from his fight to save the movement and resignhed. He
fell on the 3rd of August 1943, while on patrol in the ghetto
evaluating the possibility of attacking the Gestapo in Bedzin.
<Return>

34. Shlomo Lerner - born in Bedzin, a member of Gordonia, one
of the founders of the underground Pioneering Movement in
Zaglembia, and a commander in the Jewish Fighters”®
Organization. He Tfell on the Ist of August 1943 with a group of
friends, because of a Polish informant who was a Gestapo
agent. <Return>

Mordechai Hampel

This materiat i1s made available by JewishGen, Inc. and the
Yizkor Book Project for the purpose of fulfilling our mission
of disseminating information about the Holocaust and destroyed
Jewish communities. This materiat may not be copiedr sold or
bartered without JewishGen, Inc. "s permission. Rights may be

reserved by the copyright holder.

JewishGen, Inc. makes no representations regarding the
accuracy of the translation. The reader may wish to refer to
the original materiat for verification.
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fragmenty

LAST LETTER FROM BEDZIN1I
(17.7.1943)

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles in
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia
(Lubotkin) , Yitzhak (Zukerman) , 1111 and Galer (Eliezer) .

From the Ya“"ari Tamily (the reference is to Meir Ya“"ari from
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),

Chentzia (PHtotnicka), Leah Perlstein, Yosef Kaptan, 4"
Mordechai Anilewicz, ®# 1 and thousands of our people are no
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel ('Poalei
Zion™); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom)

and Levin (Lejser) . - From the Samak (Kaptan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa) , who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem) ; and from the Alter fTamily
(Victor) , only a few survived.

[Page 542]

9. Yosef Kaptan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters®
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the first of its

commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Altman (who was also
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught
by the Gestapo and died under torture) and the underground
movement throughout the "General Government.” He was a
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the
agricultural farm in Zarki and the urban kibbutzim of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>

13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the
"Government”™ and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the
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Reich. She survived with a group of fighters by escaping
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and
worked in the celluloid factory in Prag-Warsaw. She was badly
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (@4 May
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

[Page 541]

LAST LETTER FROM BEDZIN-~
(17.7.1943)

To Wania, Mendel, Ze"ev and all our friends, wherever they may
be.

Dear Friends,

After a lengthy wait, the messenger arrived today with your
letter. Unfortunately, he has been slightly overdue in coming.
For years we have dreamed of an opportunity to tell of our
life and our war.

During the past year and a half of the war, we established a
training program and, apart from this, youth movements that
were stronger and better than iIn normal times.

Following the organization of the ghettoes, a systematic plan
of extermination began. It began in Wartago, — 1in the
districts of Lodz and Pozan. About 80,000 Jews were poisoned
by gas-officially it was known as Oysidlung [in German:
Aussiedlung = evacuation]. In Lodz there was a smali, closed,
and sealed community that numbered some 40,000 who were
undoubtedly dying from hunger and tuberculosis. At the moment,
we don"t have any information from there. This place of
destruction is called Che#mno. -

After this, came the extermination of the Lithuanian Jews who
were shot to death in Ponar. — Altogether, about 20,000 Jews
remained in Vilna, Kovno and Shavl. For several months now, we
have had no word from there either, and it appears that they
have been made "Judenrein.” We prepared our defenses, but
unfortunately they®ve been unsuccessful. In the area known as

"Government," — Warsaw, Lublin, Czestochowa, Krakéw and the
surroundings, there are no Jews at all. The extermination was
carried out by gas in Treblinka, — near
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Modrzejow near Sosnowiec, 1942. The last jourmey... Jews being
taken to the railway carriages to be exiled to Auschwitz.
Matkinia. This is an infamous place of destruction, not only
for the Jews of Poland, but also for the Jews of Holland,
Belgium, and so forth.

Our finest chapter was in Warsaw. Tzvia (Lubotkin] -

organized the defense and Yosef (Kaptan], — the children (the
reference is to the various Zionist youth movements, M. H.)
Terrible battles took place iIn the ghetto. Sadly, only several
hundred of the enemy were Kkilled - some 800. The result was
that all the Jews were killed; the ghetto was destroyed and
not a trace of It remained.

In the "Government'" region there is no longer a Jewish
settlement, apart from three labor camps, Trevnik, Poniatov
and Prokochim, numbering up to 30, 000 people. In a few
weeks time there will be nobody left.

In Warsaw a few thousand people survived among the gentiles 1in
an illicit manner, on the Aryan side, among them being Tzvia
(Lubotkin), Yitzhak (Zukerman), and Galer (Eliezer) .

From the Ya"ari fTamily (the reference is to Meir Ya"ari from
the leaders of the Kibbutz Artzi movement, affiliated with
Hashomer Hatzair), nobody survived. Tosia (Altman),

Chentzia (PH#otnicka), Leah Perlstein, -"""~Yosef Kaptan,
Mordechair AniflLewicz, + - and thousands of our people are no
longer alive. From the Reiss family, Enshel (""Poalei
Zion"); only one Sack (Yosef) survived; Grajak (Shalom)

and Levin (Lej ser). From the Samak (Kaptan) family only
Bloch (Eliezer Lippa) , who was in the labor camp, survived,
and Kirshenbaum (Menachem); and from the Alter fTamily
(Victor) , only a few survived.

[Page 542]

The Ukraine and Polesia are "Judenrein."

In Bialystock about 20,000 Jews survived in slightly better
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conditions. Those from the Lublin district were corapletely
exterminated in Belzec and Sobibor.

The last Jewish settlement, which had existed under relatively
better conditions, was Upper Eastern Silesia. Some three weeks
ago 7,000 Jews were exiled. They are being killed in
Auschwitz. They are being shot and incinerated. In the coming
weeks, our district will be without Jews. When you receive
this letter, none of us will be alive. Based on the
Information we received through Switzerland, only a few people
were arrested (sent to the detention camp for foreign

citizens, M. H.) None of us were among them. These days, the
authorities are making i1t difficult and are no longer placing
people in detention camps. To date, we have not received any
word from any of those who were sent in the last dispatch. On
the contrary, today we know for certain that they were sent to
Auschwitz. Immediate intervention by the patron government 1is
of the strictest urgency. We are not sending you the reguested
materiat, since you will be able to receive the pictures and
the facts from Natan (Shvalbe) and from Zilev (Or. Avraham
Zilberstejn) .

I personally visited all the districts | have written about
and witnessed all the acts of extermination. Hershl

(Shpringer) is still with us; however, do not write to this
address, since he is at odds with "Shiltonovitz" (the
authorities). For myself, |1 am also not living with him
[F*Shiltonovitz™ ] in complete tranguility. We are looking for a
way to reach Hungary and reguest your help with this, in any
way possible.

Do whatever you can. | doubt if you can help us in time, since
we are nearing our Tfinat days. All the youth movements
together number no more than a few hundred people, 1including
our Kibbutz members and the children’s® kibbutz, unofficial
kibbutzim.

Our hope of reaching the homeland (Eretz Yisrael) has not been
realized, to our deepest regret. Warmest regards to the Letben
family (Yitzhak Tebenkin), Eliezer (Gravitski), Benderski (P
Benduri), Ya“ari (Meir), Kolodeni )Kol Moshe), Goldstein
(Yitzhak), Pinkas (Lubianiker-Lavon), and all the relatives.

We are writing this letter in great haste, since the
messenger®s time 1Is very pressed. We haven®t the strength or
the patience to write everything to you, what was most
important and what we wanted most.

We send heartfelt greetings.

Frumke (P¥otnicka) ™
Herschl (Shpringer)
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Tzvi (Brandes)
Kozhuch (Israel)
Shlomo L. (Lerner)

Bedzin, 17 July 1943.

[Page 542]

Notes regarding the "Last letter from Bedzin"

1. See the article by Nachman Blumenthal ('Der lester Brief
fun Bedzin"™) regarding this letter. The names and remarks in
brackets and guotes are not part of the original letter.

Inaccuracies iIn some of the information regarding the events

in other places can be explained by the situation at the time.

<Return>

2. Wania, Mendel, Ze"ev - messengers of the Hechalutz and
Histadrut Haovdim organizations, which operated in Koshta
(Turkey) during the Second World War for Jews trapped and
tortured in countries conguered by the Germans. <Return>

3. Wartago (or Wartaland, the land of Warta) - the western
provinces of Poland. Poznan and areas around Lodz and
Pomerania that were annexed to the Reich at Hitler®s order on
the 8th of October 1939. Of the 460,000 Jews in Wartago, only
about 10,000 survived. <Return>

4. Chedmno - an extermination camp in the village of Chedmno,
14 km from the district Capital of Kolo, in the Wartago
region. The victims were poisoned in cars by poison gas and
buried in the nearby forest. In 1942 they began burning the
bodies in two incinerators, whose capacity was 20 bodies that
would be incinerated within 20 minutes. On an average, about
1,000 people were murdered each day. The number of victims
stands at 370,000, most of them Wartago Jews (about 340,000)
and minorities (@about 25,000) from other countries. <Return>

5. Ponar - extermination camp, about 8 km from Vilna, near the

Vilna-Grodno-Warsaw railway, the valley of death for the Jews
of Vilna and vicinity. The victims were shot and their bodies
incinerated in a pyre. The approximate number of victims is
60,000. <Return>

6. "Government" ("General Government™) - an administrative
unit covering the central regions of occupied Poland, whose
population was close to 15 million people. At the head of the
General Government was Dr. Hans Frank (General Governor). The
capital was Krakéw. The Zaglembian cities were not counted as
General Government, but rather were annexed to the German
Reich. <Return>
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7. Treblinka - an extermination camp. The victims were gassed
and incinerated on pyres. Most of the Jews of Warsaw and
eastern Poland met their deaths in this camp. They arrived
here by transports from Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria,
Budgaria and so on. The camp operated from the middle of 1942
until the 2md of August 1943, when there was a rebellion of
Jews working in the place and it was burned down. Many of the
rebels were killed and few survived. The number of victims
reached 750,000 souls. <Return>

8. Tzvia Lubotkin, was a student of the Freiheit movement, a
member of the Dror movement, and one of the organizers of the
underground pioneering group in occupied Poland. She was among
the founders of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem [Jewish Fighters*®
Organization] and one of its commanders. She was the Hechalutz
movement representative in the Jewish national committee and
in the coordinating committee. During the April rebellion, she
fought in the central ghetto [Warsaw]. On the 10th of May 1943
she was among those who escaped through the sewers to the
Aryan side. Today, she is a member of Kibbutz Lochmei
Haghettaot and a member of the Central Zionist Workers
committee. She has published articles and books on the Warsaw
Ghetto, regarding the uprising and so on. Her works have been
translated into several European languages. <Return>

9. Yosef Kaptan - one of the founders of the Jewish Fighters”
Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto, the Ffirst of its

commanders, and a member of the main leadership of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement in Poland. Initially, the movement
was started in Warsaw together with Tosia Alt;mgn (who was also
a member of the Hashomer Hatzair movement and who was caught
by the Gestapo and died under torture) and the underground
movement throughout the "General Government."” He was a
lecturer in underground seminars. He established the
agricultural farm in Zarki and the urban kibbutzim of the
Hashomer Hatzair movement. During the large Aktzia, he was
among those who organized the burning down of houses evacuated
by the Jews. He transferred members to the partisan camp in
the vicinity of Mezerich. He was arrested by the Gestapo and
incarcerated in Puviak and executed. <Return>

[543]

10. Trevnik, Poniatov and Prokochim - these were extermination
concentration camps. <Return>

11. Yitzhak Zukerman, known as Antek, a member of the
pioneering youth movement. One of the organizers of the
Underground and a founder of the Jewish Fighters®™ Organization
and a member of its command. He fought in the Warsaw Ghetto
during the April uprising. He survived and today is a member
of Kibbutz Lochmei Haghettaot. He published articles and books
about the Warsaw Ghetto, about the destruction of Polish
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Jewry. He edited the book Sefer Milchamot Haghettaot [The Book
of the Ghetto Wars] together with Moshe Basok. <Return>

12. Eliezer Galer was a soldier in the Polish Army and fought
against the Germans at the beginning of the war. After his
release from a POW camp, he was among the founders of the
Gordonia movement throughout the ™"Government,' one of the
founders of the Kkibbutz at 23 Nalavaki Street, and the
organizer of this movement®s seminary. During the period that
the [Warsaw] Ghetto was being destroyed, he set out for
Zaglembia. At the end of 1942 he returned to Warsaw. He was
one of the commanders and fighters in the Warsaw uprising. He
was among those who survived by Crossing to the Aryan side
through the sewers. In the summer of 1943, he was taken as a
South American Citizen to the detainee camp in Bergen-Belsen,
and later to Auschwitz where he was killed. <Return>

13. Tosia Altman - one of the leaders of the underground
Hashomer Hatzair movement. She operated throughout the
"Government” and in Polish cities that had been annexed to the
Reich. She survived with a group of TfTighters by escaping
through the sewers during the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, and
worked in the celluloid factory iIn Prag-Warsaw. She was badly
burned in the fire that took place in the factory (@24 May
1943). She was caught and tortured to death. <Return>

14. Chentzia P4otnicka - a student of Freiheit and an activist
in the Dror movement in occupied Poland. She worked to renew
her movement®s centers in various places. At the beginning of
1942 she was dispatched to Bedzin and worked there for some
time. She was killed in Warsaw during the confrontations with
the Germans. <Return>

15. Leah Perlstein - a teacher, one of the organizers of the
underground Hechalutz movement. She visited Zaglembia in the
spring of 1940 and organized an aliya via Slovakia. During the
period that the Warsaw Ghetto was being destroyed, she was a
delegate member of the Irgun Yehudi Lochem on the Aryan side
to purchase arms and negotiate with the Polish Underground to
receive assistance. She was killed by the Germans during the
uprising of January 1943. <Return>

16. See note 9. <Return>

17. Mordechai Anilewicz - commander of the Jewish Fighters”
Organization in Warsaw and one of the leaders of the
underground Hashomer Hatzair movement in the "Government."
When the war broke out he was living in Vilna, and in the
spring of 1940 he returned to Warsaw as a delegate of his
movement. He was a lecturer in clandestine seminars and one of
the editors of the movement®s papers. He visited the cities of
Zaglembia iIn the summer of 1942 in order to organize a
defense. During the January uprising in Warsaw, he Tfought at
the front of his company and was its only survivor. In the
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April uprising he was located in the central bunker (@8 Mila
Street) and it was here that he was killed together with a
hundred fighters, besieged by the enemy. <Return>

18. Enshel Reiss - a leader of the Poalei Zion movement 1in
Poland. Today he lives in Israel and is among the main
activists in the Federation of Polish Emigres. <Return>

19. Yosef Sack - a public activist iIn the Warsaw Ghetto, one
of the leaders of the Poalei Zion movement in Poland, one of
the founders and directors of the underground Dror gymnasia,
and a member of the workers®™ committee that encouraged self-
defense. He provided help from the Aryan side on behalf of the
national committee. He was among those who survived and live
in Israel. <Return>

20. Shalom (Stephan) Grajak - a member of the Poalei Zion
movement and one of the founders of the underground party in
the Warsaw Ghetto, was one of the activists in the National
Jewish Committee and the Jewish Fighters®™ Organization. During
the April uprising he was one of the organizers of the
transfer of fighters to Tebens-Shultz on the Aryan side.
<Return>

21. Lejser Levin - an activist In the Poalei Zion movement 1iIn
Poland and an organizer of the underground party. He was among
those who survived and live iIn Israel. <Return>

22. Samek (Shmuel) Kaptan - an activist in the Noar Zioni
[Zionist Youth] in the Warsaw Ghetto. He was a member of the
pioneering coordination committee for a period. He was exiled
to Treblinka during the large Aktzia. <Return>

23. Lippa Bloch - born in the Ukraine, one of the heads of the
General Zionists (Al Hamishmar) i1n Poland. He was the chief
director of the Keren Kayemet Leyisrael fund in Poland of the
past, a lecturer in the underground pioneering movement, and a
member of the civil committee working with the Jewish
coordinating committee. During the period of the April
uprising he was exiled to the labor camp iIn Kreshnik, where he
founded a clandestine committee that communicated with the
National Jewish Committee in Warsaw. In July 1944 he was
exiled to Pleshov and from there to Mauthausen. Details of his
death are not known. <Return>

24_. Menachem Kirshenbaum - one of the leaders of the General
Zionists and an important public activist iIn the Warsaw
Ghetto. He was an organizer of the mutual aid organization,
Yiddishe Sotsiale Eleinhilf, which was founded during the
Warsaw siege, a member of the public committee organized by
the "Joint,” and one of the initiators of Tekuma (an
organization for the cultivation of Jewish culture in the
Warsaw Ghetto). He fled to the Aryan side during the April
uprising. He planned to travel to Witat as a South American
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Citizen, but he was arrested by the Gestapo through an
informant. He was sent to Paviak and was murdered there.
<Return>

25. Victor Alter - one of the most iImportant activists in the
Bund movement in Poland. During the war he fled to Soviet
Russia where he was executed by the authorities. <Return>

26. Belzec - an extermination camp in the Lublin district. The
victims were executed in gas chambers. There was no
incinerator In the camp. The bodies were burned on pyres. It
is estimated that 600,000 Jews were killed here. <Return>

27. Sobibor - an extermination camp in the Lublin district.
The victims were gassed and their bodies incinerated. The
number of victims: hundreds of thousands. <Return>

28. Natan Shvalbe - a member of Kibbutz Hulda, and Dr. Avraham
Zilberstejn were activists in the Zionist Labor party,
Hitachdut, 1in Galicia and members of the Polish Sejm
(parliament); they operated in Switzerland during the Second
World War on behalf of the Rescue Committee of the Jewish
Agency and the Workers Union iIn Eretz Yisrael. <Return>

29. Hershl Shpringer - born in Wolborm, a student of Freiheit,
and a member of the Dror movement. He was one of the leading
personalities in the Jewish Underground in Zaglembia. He
fought tirelessly against the Judenrat. He was one of the
founders of the Jewish Fighters®™ Organization in Bedzin and
one of its commanders. A leader of the Dror kibbutz in Bedzin.
After the destruction of the orphanage iIn Bedzin, he saved the
abandoned children and built a movement house for them. On the
7th of April 1943 he was exiled to Auschwitz. <Return>

30. PH#otnicka Frumke - she formulated and wrote this letter
and waiTThe" first to sign it. She was one of the leaders of
the underground Pioneering Movement in occupied Poland, a
student of Freiheit, and a member of the Dror movement. She
visited settlements in the "Government™ and reorganized the
destroyed movement branches. In the spring of 1940 she left
for Zaglembia and reguested a way of making aliya. She was
active iIn the Hechalutz center. During the period that the
Warsaw Ghetto was destroyed (the summer of 1942), she was a
member of the delegation of the Organization of Jewish
Fighters on the Aryan side of Warsaw. She brought the first
weapon into the ghetto. In September 1942 she went to
Zaglembia to organize self-defense. She died on the 3rd of
August 1943 with a group of friends, while defending the
bunker in Bedzin. <Return>

31. Hershel Springer - see note 29. <Return>

32. Tzvi Brandes - an activist in the underground Hashomer
Hatzair movement. He was one of the founders of the
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agricultural farm in his city, Zarki, and after its
destruction he left for Bedzin. He was one of the organizers
of the self-defense in Zaglembia and a commander of the Jewish
Fighters®™ Organization in Bedzin. He tried to break out of the
ghetto during the period that the city was being destroyed,
but he was caught and murdered by the Germans. <Return>

33. Yisrael (Yuzak) Kozhuch - a leader of the Zionist Youth
movement 1in Sosnowiec, an organizer of the underground
Pioneering Movement in Zaglembia, and a founder of the Jewish
Fighters®™ Organization. For a while, he was iIn charge of youth
affairs in the Judenrat. While opposing the schemes of Moniek
Merin against the underground pioneering movement, he was not
deterred from his Tfight to save the movement and resigned. He
fell on the 3rd of August 1943, while on patrol in the ghetto
evaluating the possibility of attacking the Gestapo in Bedzin.
<Return>

34. Shlomo Lerner - born in Bedzin, a member of Gordonia, one
of the founders of the underground Pioneering Movement 1in
Zaglembia, and a commander in the Jewish Fighters”
Organization. He fell on the Ist of August 1943 with a group of
friends, because of a Polish informant who was a Gestapo
agent. <Return>

Mordechai Hampel
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Yizkor Book Project for the purpose of fulfilling our mission
of disseminating information about the Holocaust and destroyed
Jewish communities. This materiat may not be copied, sold or
bartered without JewishGen, Inc. "s permission. Rights may be

reserved by the copyright holder.

JewishGen, Inc. makes no representations regarding the
accuracy of the translation. The reader may wish to refer to
the original materiat for verification.

Zaglembie, Poland
JewishGen Home Page

Yizkor Book Project, Yizkor Help Line
Yizkor Book Project Manager, Joyce Field
Web Masterr John Berman

This web page created by Lance Ackerfeld

Copyright © 2002 by JewishGenr Inc.
Updated 15 Dec 2001 by LA

51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



I-tt

59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



ZABYTKI KULTURY | POMNIKI PAMIECI W ZBIORACH FOTOGRAFII ZIH

1 Miejscowos$¢ 3. Obiekt 4. Sygnatura
ZIH —
2. Szer./d}t. geogr. a istnieje a neg. ZIH
b nie istnieje b neg.
5. Podpis/opis 6. Autor zdjecia

Tosia ALTMAN /19 18-1943/
dziataczka HaSzomer HaOair, organizowata grupy same

obrony w gecie wilenskim, byta tgczniczka data

7. Fotografia miedzy getami, byta gtowna przedstawicielkag
ZOB u po stronie aryjskiej. Zgineta w 1943 r.

3 Uwagi 9. Sporzadzii(a)
Z ksigzko Josefa Szawit "Geto Warsze karte

bitmunot", Israel, 1995 r.
N .Kameraz-Ko s

cla 51 .10.2002
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http://www.gfh.org.il/gfhview /P rintltem .asp?pos=0&itemfilename
=0000027136&back=dbsearch% 2Easp% 3F

Item Information From Ghetto Fighters®™ House Archive

Department Photo Collection -Youth Movements

Catalog

Number 533

Inventory Members of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa®ir youth

Description movement in Poland.

Extended Members of the Ha - Shomer ha - Tsa®ir youth
DX en_et_ movement in Poland. In the photo: Tosia Altman (on
ESCrIPLION 4he lefo).

Altman Tosia Jewish World Youth

until WWII Movements
Keywords Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsa®"ir - Youth Poland
Movement

Created by ISRASRY 1997 - webmaster@israsrv.net.il - For more
information contact archives manager Mr Yossi Shavit
yshayit@gfh.org.il
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Department

Catalog
Number

Inventory
Description

Extended
Description

Keywords

Photo Collection -Youth Movements

533

Members of the Ha -
movement in Poland.

Members of the Ha -
movement in Poland.
the left).

Altman Tosia

Ha - Shomer ha -
Tsa "ir - Youth
iMovement

Shomer ha - Tsa'ir youth

Shomer ha - Tsa®ir youth
In the photo: Tosia Altman (on

Jewish World Youth
until WWII Movements

Poland
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fundacija
"Archiwum i Muzeum Pomorskie
Armii Krajowej ora? Wojskowej Stuzby Polek*

w Toruniu i . k& i1a
mSmi . r B,
Centre de Docume orame
L. dz.. ..
........................... January 13th, 2003
ZatgCczniKic..eeeevcieeiiieeeee,
Ref: A/DA/O73 Referent:.....cccoccevveeeiiinenn.
4-ec™.k
Sir, ME- s \

You sent us an e-mail on November 28*, 2002 concerning some researches about
women in the Resistance during World War II.

After having made the researches in our archives, | only identified 3 of them.

Regina FUDEN
Tosia ALTMAN

For Sonia MADEJSKER, the service of photography has a negative. If you need a
reproduction, you may contact Mrs Lior SMADJA who is responsible of that service.

Please, find enclosed the photocopies of the documents | found about R. Fuden and
T. Altman.

I hope these informations will respond to your expectation and | stay at your
disposal if you need anything else.

Best Regards,

Diane AFOUMADO
Documentalist - Historian
Archives Department
(diane.afoumado@ memorial-cdjc.org)

Mr, Ryszard NEUMANN

Fundacja “Archiwum Pomorskie Armii Krajowej”
Ul. Wielkie Garbary 2

87-100 TORUN

Adresse provisoire : 37, fue de Turenne 75003 Paris » Tel.:01 42 77 44 72 « Fax :01 4459 82 07 «

email: sylvie.salle@memorial-cdjc.org « internet: wvyw.memorial-cdjc.org

Comite de Fondation -1956 « President: Isaac SCHNEERSOHN ¢ Gensral DE GAULLE ¢ S.M. la Reine ELISABETH des Belges
S.A.R. la Princesse WILHELMINE des Pays-Bas * Le Marechal TITO « Winston CHURCHILL « BEN-GOURION 88
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ALTMAN Tove (Tosia)

-z Lipna. Chodzita do Gimnazjum Zydowskiego
- wg Maryli Sobocinskiej w Lipnie nie byto takiego gimnazjum. Nie
znatajej, nie styszata rowniez ojej rodzinie.

Z Marylg Sobocinaka rozmawiatam 29 marca 2003r.

K. Wojtowicz
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Tosia Altman (1918— 1943), dziataczka Haszoiner
Hacaif, nalezata do kierownictwa Bloku Antyfaszy-
stowskiego i jego bojowej organizacji, cztonkini Zy-
dowskiej Organizacji Bojowej (208) w getcie war-
szawskim. Zgineta w maju 1943 r. po ,stronie
aryjskiej”.
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Zydowskie boiowniczki gett odznaczone orderem Virtuti Militeri

TOSIA ALTMAN (24.1918 Wioctawek - maj 1943 Warszawa)
Zdjecie w zbiorach zIH A
Biogram z A. Grupinskia ..Ciagle po kole” A
Biogram i zdjecie w A. Grupinska ,Odczytanie Listy”

1. Altman Tosia, powstanie V. getcie

http://english.gfh.org.il/tova (tosia) altman.htm

Tova (Tosia) Altman
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1.

\ Mitt O

Altman fosia
ur. w 1918 r. we Wioctawku.Juz we wczesnej mitodosci wstgpita do

Haszomer-Hacair.Dziatata jako wychowawczyni w gniezdzie H-H*

przeszkolenie
W 1938 r. odbyta--~a«fee™a---7"zy®pu”~oM-eTTre”™ i zostata powotana do

pracy w centralnym kierownictwie H-K.

udata sie do Wilna i do Warszawy..

Po wybuchu wojny w 1939 r.
Wilna.Przekazata

W 1941 zostata wystana w misji do Biategostoku i

stamtad wiadomosci o Zydach z terenéw wschodnich.
I powstaniem ZOB zostata wybrana na przedstawicielke jej na

stronie aryjskiej dla zdobywania bronie

W czasie walk w getcie w-skim walczyta w grupie centralnej.

Przezyta Powstanie w Getcie. Wyszta na strone aryjskg.Po 2 tyg.

w jej kryjowce wybucht pozar.1.Altman uciekta z pozaru ale Gestapo
Trzymana w szpitalu byta badana. Zmarta w szpitalu.

ztapato j,
/wg oprac¢, z lzraela t.Il s.670/

1. Altman Tosia
ur* w 1918 r.
Haszomer-Hacair.Dziatata jako wychowawczyni w gniezdzie B-H,

przeszkolenie
odbyta hachszara /przysposobienie™ i zostata powotana do

we Wioctawku.Juz we wczesnej miodosci wstgpita do

W 1938 r.
pracy w centralnym kierownictwie H-H.

udata sie do Wilna i do Warszawy.

Po wybuchu wojny w 1939 r.
Wilna.Przekazata

W 1941 zostata wystana w misji do Biategostoku i

stamtgd wiadomos$ci o Zydach z terenéw wschodnich.

Z powstaniem ZOB zostata wybrana na przedstawicielke jej na

stronie aryjskiej dla zdobywania broni.

W czasie walk w getcie w-skim walczyta w grupie centralnej.
Przezyta Powstanie w Getcie. Wyszta na strone aryjskg.Po 2 tyg.

kryjbwce wybucht pozar.T.Altman uciekta z pozaru ale Gestapo

Trzymana w szpitalu byta badana. Zmarta w szpitalgljO
/wg oprac¢, z lzraela t.1I s.(??O/

wjej

ztapato jj
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Tosia AStman (1918—1943), dziataczka Haszomer
Hacair, natdtata do kierownictwa Bloku Antyfaszy-
stowskiego i jego bojowej organizacji, cztonkini zy-
dowskiej Organizacji Bojowej (ZOB) w getcie war-
szawskim. Zgineta w maju 1343 r. po ,stronie
aryjskiej”.
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