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T oday  th e  tru m p e te r  o f K rakow  so u n d s  th e  “ H ey n al”  from  th e  w a tch ing  
to w er of th e  C hurch  of o u r Lady, w hich is illu m in a ted  w ith llood  ligh ting .
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A b u s in e s s  s t re e t  in th e  m odern  cap ita l of P o land .

w ,  ien we were in troduced  P an i R. stared  at me.

“A re you,” she hesita ted  a little , th en  w ent on quickly , “ are  you 

th e  Miss H u m p h rey  who w rote P oland  the  U nexp lored?’"

“Yes, I p lead  guilty .”

“I ’m  so glad to m eet you. I ’ve w anted  to , ever since I  read  th e  

book. B u t —  m ay I  te ll you w hat I  th o u g h t w hen I  fin ished  it  the  
first tim e ? “

“O h, please do. I  rea lly  w ant to  know .”

“Y ou, and  so m any w riters  who come to P o land , to ld  abou t ou r 

past -— a great past, glorious and  rom antic  and  trag ic  —  and  you 

to ld  it  in  a m ost in teresting  way. B u t excepting  A m erica every 

coun try  has a past. W hy don’t  you,” she sm iled a t m e and  th en  

was im m ediately  serious, “w hy don’t  you te ll abou t th e  P o lan d  of 

to d a y ? ”

“Y -e s? ” I  rep lied  vaguely.

She w ent on eagerly.
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“For th e  present-day P o land  is ju s t as glorious, ju s t as rom antic , 

fo rtu n a te ly  no t as trag ic as was th e  P o lan d  of th e  past — if visitors 

have th e  eyes to  see. T he reb o rn  P o lan d  is a very young sta te  in  

today’s fam ily  of nations, b u t has really  accom plished m uch in  these 

few years. W hy don’t  you w rite  abou t i t? ”
I t  was now m y tu rn  to  stare a t her.

A long silence.

“ I  w ill,” I  p rom ised  solem nly and  held  up  m y hand.

W hat a d ifficu lt task  I ’d prom ised  to try  to  d o ! T he new P o land  

is so m any sided, has done so m uch in  various lines, how te ll i t  a ll?  

A nd w here to  begin?

U lica M ickiewicz, th e  m ain s t r e e t  of W ilno, w ith  th e  c la ss ic  p o rtico  o f th e  c a th ed ra l and
its  s e p a ra te  bell tow er.
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T he m onum ent of A dam  M ickiewicz, “ th e  p o e t of p a tr io tism ” , is p a rtic u la r ly  fine  a t  n igh t. 
You rem em ber th e  s to ry  of its  u n veiling?
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O ne of th e  m ain s t re e ts  in Poznan , w ith  th e  c ity  th e a te r , one of th e  u n iv e rs ity  b u ild ings ,
and  a  G othic chu rch .

P o lish  c itie s , la rg e  an d  sm all, h av e  m any  tre e s  on b u s in e ss  s tre e ts  a s  w ell a s  in re s id en tia l ^  
d is tric ts . T h is  b o u lev a rd  in Lwow is a fav o rite  p rom enade .



THE FOUNDATION THAT DOESN’T SHOW

w e take  it fo r g ran ted , in  v isiting  a new country , th a t  it  has, of 

course, a ll th e  needed  m ach inery  of governm ent in  th e  tw en tie th  

cen tury . In  m ost cases th a t’s true . N ot tru e  a t a ll of P o lan d  
in  1918.

P a rtitio n e d  once, tw ice, a th ird  tim e  by  h e r  greedy and  unscru 

pu lous neighbors, th e re ’d  been no P o lan d  on th e  m ap of E u ro p e  

since 1795. Step by  step th e  A llies of th e  W orld  W ar declared  fo r  

th e  Poles in  1917 and  1918. T hey  recognized th e  P o lish  C om m ittee 

a t P a ris  as an  official P o lish  organization . W oodrow  W ilson in c lu 

ded an  in d ep en d en t P o lish  sta te  am ong his fam ous F o u rteen  

P o in ts  —  th a t was, I  th in k , in  Jan u a ry  of 1918, and  a few m onths 

la te r  F rance  and  E ng land  and  I ta ly  agreed th a t  th is  was one of th e  

peace conditions. T he P o lish  troops w ere recognized as an  inde 

p en d en t a llied  arm y. A ll th is  was an  enorm ous he lp  w hen  on th e  

eleventh  of N ovem ber, 1918, th e  reb o rn  sta te  officially  began. B u t 

it  was only  a he lp . T h e  A llies d id n ’t  m ake th e  new P o land . I t  

was done b y  th e  Poles them selves.

W hen independence  was regained , th e re  was chaos in  P o land . 

T w o-thirds of th e  coun try  h ad  been  devastated  du ring  th e  war,, 

w ith  a b a ttle  fro n t th a t in  some places b ad  m oved back  and fo rth  

no less th a n  seven tim es. T he peop le  w ere w orn ou t by  th e  long 
contest. T hey  w ere starving. R ailroads and  factories and  agricu l

tu re  w ere in  ru ins. T here  was unem ploym ent, th e re  was no 

treasury  —  b u t fou r currencies! —  th e re  w ere thousands of enem y 

soldiers still in  th e  land , and  always on th e  eastern  horizon  th e  

m enace of Bolshevism .

Ju s t to  get th e  sta te  started , th e re  was everything to  do.
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P o land  began w ith  no fixed boundaries. N ot till  th e  follow ing 

Ju n e  was th e  treaty -m aking  a t P a ris  fin ished , and  even th a t d id n 't 

fix  all fron tiers. P o land  h ad  to  fig h t fo r them  —  fig h t from  th e  very 

firs t days of h e r  reestab lishm ent.

A  few days b efo re  th e  A rm istice th e  U krain ians invaded  G alicia 

an d  occupied  Lwow. T h a t city  was relieved, b u t  th e  contest w ith  

th e  U kra in ians dragged on fo r m onths, u n til  A p ril of 1920.

T here  was a w eek’s figh ting  w ith  Czecho-Slovakia. T hen  th e  

two states agreed  to  fix  th e  b o undary  by  vote of th e  peop le  living 

there . B u t th e  p leb iscite  was never h e ld  and  th e  line  was no t 

fina lly  de term ined  ti l l  the  sum m er of 1920.
T here  was figh ting  w ith  th e  G erm ans too —  a t Poznan  and  in  

U p p e r Silesia. P o lan d ’s w estern  fro n tie r  was th e  sub jec t of long 

discussion and  h o t debate. A vote was indeed  taken , b u t i t  was 

im possib le to  carry  ou t th e  w ish of th e  voters. I t  was M ay of 1922 

befo re  a special com m ission of th e  A llies arranged  th is  line.

T he longest b o u n d ary  of all, on th e  east, betw een  P o lan d  and  

Soviet Russia, was se ttled  only  a fte r two years of w ar. Peace came 

w ith  th e  trea ty  of R iga in  M arch of 1921, b u t a year and  a h a lf  

w ent by  b efo re  th e  last details of th e  fro n tie r  w ere defin ite ly  fixed.

N ot easy fo r  a reb o rn  sta te  to  have no boundaries. T oday  P o 

la n d ’s are  no t only fixed, th ey ’re  guaran teed  b y  solem n pacts of 

non-aggression. E ach  coun try  b inds herself, fo r a te rm  of years, 

no t to  invade th e  te rr ito ry  of h e r  neighbor. P o lan d ’s fron tiers  

have come to  stay.
T he new  P o lan d  found  herse lf w ith  one, two, th ree , fo u r codes 

o f law  —  P russian  law , A ustrian  law , R ussian law  and  th e  N apo 

leonic code. A nd besides these four, th e re  w ere th e  m any regu la 

tions in tro d u ced  by  th e  A ustrian  and  G erm an occupations d u ring  

th ree  years. Some acts, fo rb idden  and  p u n ishab le  in  one region, 

w ere in  an o th e r perfec tly  legal.
W hat a task  —  to change and  adap t, re ta in in g  th e  best of th e  four 

codes and  keep ing  th ings going m eanw hile! A n enorm ous task, 

w hich  today  isn’t  en tire ly  fin ished. E very few m onths th e  com 

m ission  of judges and  law yers pub lishes an o th e r section of laws. 

B u t th e  m ost im p o rta n t p a rts  are  com pleted.

T he new' sta te  began w ith  no ad m in is tra tio n ; yet is th a t  correct?  

I t  was alm ost worse th a n  none a t all, fo r th e re  w ere six adm inistra-
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T he P o les  a re  p ro u d  of th e ir  arm y, w ell o fficered  an d  w ell equ ipped , and  tu rn  ou t by
th o u san d s  fo r a rev iew .

tions th a t h ad  to  he  g radually  consolidated  and  w elded in to  one. 

Six! you exclaim . A ustrian  P o land  and  G erm an P o land  and 

R ussian P o land  m ake th re e ; b u t six? Yes, fo r U p p er Silesia had 

a d iffe ren t adm in is tra tio n  from  P o zn an ia ; th e  eastern  provinces 

belonging to  Russia h ad  a d iffe ren t adm in is tra tio n  from  th e  V istula 

provinces; and  towns u n d e r th e  G erm an occupation  w ere adm inis

te red  quite  d iffe ren tly  from  tow ns u n d er th e  A ustrian . T here  was 

besides a sm all d istric t w hich h ad  H ungarian  adm in istra tion .

For a cen tu ry  and a q u a rte r  the  Poles h ad  know n practically  

n o th ing  of self-governm ent. Only in  A ustrian  P o land  had  the  people  

h ad  some experience, only th e re  w ere tra in ed  officials to  be found. 

O ut of chaos a new governm ent was created . W as ever an o th er 

m ade so qu ick ly?  E xactly  one w eek a fte r th e  eleventh  of N ovem 

b e r th e  C abinet was announced. M em bers of P a rliam en t were 

elected  a t the end of Jan u a ry  and  h e ld  th e ir  f irs t session on the  

eleventh  of F eb ruary . Im possib le to  have set up  th e  m ach inery  of 

a m odern  sta te  if  a long, slow p rep a ra tio n  h ad  no t been  going on 

fo r years; im possible to  have achieved th is, w ithou t th e  genius and 

th e  com pelling  force and  th e  m agnetism  of P o lan d 's  “m an of the 

h o u r” —  Jozef P ilsudsk i —  so needed a t th is  tim e.
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T he tan k s, a lso  Po lish  m ade, w ere  g re e te d  w ith  a  round  of ap p lau se  a t th e  rev iew  on th e
e le v en th  of N ovem ber.

Most im p o rta n t of all in  th a t d ifficu lt period  ju s t a fte r th e  

A rm istice, th e  new P o lan d  began  w ith o u t an  arm y —  w ith  only 

rem nan ts le f t from  th e  A ustrian  and  th e  Russian and  G erm an 

arm ies and rem nan ts of th e  Legions of P ilsudski. (N ot u n til A pril 

1919 d id  the  P olish  soldiers who h ad  been  figh ting  in  F rance  arrive 

a t W arsaw .) A n arm y was th e  very firs t th in g  to  create, fo r Lwow 

was asking fo r he lp  and  th e  U kra in ians m ust be pushed  back.

T hen  P o lan d  was invaded  by  th e  troops of Soviet Russia and  

a tw o-year w ar began —  a w ar th a t proved  to  be alm ost a life-and- 

d ea th  struggle fo r th e  new state. P ilsudsk i d id  no t in troduce  

conscrip tion , be  called  fo r volunteers. I' rom  a few thousand  in  

N ovem ber of 1918 his arm y grew to a h u n d red  thousand  in  Jan u ary , 

and  in August of 1920 he  h ad  six h u n d re d  thousand  — about h a lf 

th e  R ussian force.
T hanks to  th e  very strong natio n a l feeling  and  to  P o lish  courage, 

roused to  th e  h ighest p itch  in  th is  em ergency, th an k s to  th e  m ilita ry  

genius of P ilsudsk i, d isastrous re tre a t was tu rn e d  in to  a glorious 

v ictory. T he b a ttle  of W arsaw, called by  th e  Poles “ th e  m irac le  of 

th e  V istu la,” is coun ted  by h isto rians one of th e  decisive b a ttle s  of 

th e  w orld , for it saved w estern E u ro p e  from  a B olshevist invasion.
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T oday P o lan d  has a m odern  and  effic ien t arm y, w ell officered  

and  w ell equ ipped . Because of h e r  geographical position , wedged 

in  betw een coun tries who have been  h e r foes fo r a thousand  years, 

she feels th a t  she m ust have an  arm y and  an  effic ien t one; b u t w hat 

P o lan d  w ants m ost of all, fo r a cen tu ry  o r two, is peace and  a chance 

to  w ork, th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  progress and  to solve h e r  in te rn a l 
problem s.

A t th e  beg inning  P o lan d  h ad  to  buy , w here she could  get th em , 

arm s and  m unitions, even clo th ing  fo r h e r  soldiers. Now she is 
provid ing  h e r own supplies.

“M ade h ere  in  P o lan d ,” said a young m an sitting  next m e a t 

a m ilita ry  review on th e  eleventh  of N ovem ber, “o u r own rifles —  

o u r own guns,” as a de tachm ent of m ach ine gunners m arched  by. 

“Yes, these too,” as m o to r trucks w ent past, some w ith  pontoons, 

som e w ith  an ti-a irc ra ft guns and  g ian t searchlights.

“Do you m ake your own ta n k s? ” I  asked as those aw kw ard,

T h e  cad e ts  of th e  O ffice rs’ School, d re s se d  in th e  un ifo rm  of 1830, m arched  from  S ta re  M iasto  
to  th e  B elvedere , on th e  a n n iv e rsa ry  of “ th e  N ovem ber in s u rre c tio n ” .
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effic ien t fellows lu m b ered  in to  view, gaily cam ouflaged on th e ir  

sides.
“T he sm all ones are Po lish , th e  la rg e r size we b o u g h t abroad , 

I  th ink . A h, look up , look u p !”
A w h irrin g  sound and  two h u n d red  and  fifty  a irp lanes flew  over 

the  field  — they  too w ere Polish  m ade.
I t  is one th ing  to enro ll an  arm y and  d rill it. I t ’s an o th e r th in g  

to  prov ide a ll it  needs, s ta rting  from  no th ing . P o lan d  has done 

both . T he peop le  are  p ro u d  of th e ir  soldiers and  tu rn  ou t by  

thousands w henever th e re ’s a review. I ’ve even know n th em  to pay  

a sm all adm ission fee, no t fo r seats, b u t fo r standing  room .
F ron tiers , code of laws, adm in istra tion , arm y — all th is  P o land  

lias achieved. T h ere ’s one th in g  show ing ind irec tly  th e  standing  

th is  reb o rn  sta te  has reached : she has a seat on th e  Council of the  

League of N ations. A ll th e  G reat Pow ers are  now rep resen ted  at 
W arsaw, no t by  m inisters, b u t b y  am bassadors, fo r P o lan d  is h e r 

self today  a G reat Pow er.

T h e  “ fam ily”  a t th e  B e lv e d e re -M a rs h a l  P ilsudsk i, w ith  h is  w ife (se a te d ), h is  tw o d a u g h te rs , 
som e of h is  a id e s  w ith  th e ir  w ives  an d  ch ild ren .
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G D Y N I A ,  T H E  M I R A C L E  C I T Y

I f  you ask a group of Poles w hat is the  ou tstand ing  achievem ent 

of th e ir  country , in  th e  years since 1918, the  answ er is sure to  be, 
G d y n ia ! U ndoubted ly  it is a great accom plishm ent.

In  th e  sum m er of 1918 som e Poles in  St. P etersburg , foreseeing 

the  re tu rn  of P o land  to the  m ap of E u rope , began m aking  

constructive p lan s; one of th e  m any  suggestions was th a t the  strip  of 

seacoast should  be developed —  for they  fe lt sure th is  w ould be 

restored  to her, as it had  been defin ite ly  stated  in  th e  fam ous F o u r

teen P o in ts: “an independen t Polish  state, w ith secure and free 
access to  th e  sea.”

B ut a lec tu re  in  St. P e te rsbu rg  could never have created  this 

m iracle  city w hich has no co u n te rp a rt in the  w hole w orld. Discus

sion about it cam e as a resu lt of d ifficu lties over the  land ing  of 

m un itions a t D antzig d u ring  th e  w ar w ith Soviet Russia. Indeed  

it m ay have been a D antzig  official, unw illing  to  help  Po land  in 

the  em ergency, w ho gave the  Poles th e  idea w hen he said scornfully , 

“L and your m un itions som ew here else —  land  them  at G d y n ia !”

A fter peace was m ade w ith  Russia, th e re  was constan t ta lk  all 

over P o land , fo r two years and  m ore, th a t th e  sta te  should  b u ild  

a p o rt on the  seacoast, to ensure the  m axim um  of national p ro sp er

ity. P eop le  discussed its econom ic value, its po litical value. B ut 

w hen the  governm ent de te rm ined  on th is p lan , no one guessed 

th e  fu tu re  of G dynia otherw ise th ey ’d have followed the  sug

gestion, m ade by one o r two farseeing m en, and  b o ugh t up th e  land 

fo r m iles around. G dynia? I t w ould be m erely  a lan d in g  place — 

and  possibly in  course of tim e a sm all sum m er resort m ight grow 
u p  nearby.
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In  1920 G dynia  w as a  litt le  f ish in g  v illage , w ith  m a rsh y  g ro u n d  an d  p e a t bogs ru n n in g
back to  th e  h ills .

My first visit to G dynia was in  May of 1929, b u t fo rtuna te ly  

I Was w ith  a Pole w ho’d been th ere  several tim es before 1924 (w hen 

w ork on th e  p o rt began) and  could te ll m e how it looked w hen it 

was a tiny  fish ing  village. No bu ild ings except the shacks of the 

fisherm en. No w harf save a sm all one w here excursion boats from  

D antzig landed  passengers for an afternoon , fo r even th en  the beach 

was fam ous.

T oday G dynia is a m odern  c ity  of fif ty  th o u san d , w ith w ide s tre e ts  an d  a ttra c tiv e  b o u lev a rd s, 
w ith  sch o o ls  and  p a rk s , and  a  p o rt w ith  th e  m ost m odern  eq u ip m en t -  a  m iracle  city!
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T he fish e rm en  h a v e  a  spec ia l b a s in  of th e ir  own, a c ro ss  th e  bay  from  a  row  of g ia n t c ranes, 
s ilh o u e tte d  ag a in s t th e  sky.

A m odern  ap a r tm e n t h o u se  ru b s  s h o u ld e rs  w ith  a th a tc h e d  co ttag e  th a t  rem ains' from  th e  
d a y s  w hen  a farm  covered  p a rt of th e  s ite  of G dynia.



In  1929 I asked  w hy th e  ra ilro ad  s ta tio n  w as so la rge , bu t it is  now g re a tly  overcrow ded  
and  a new  one is p la n n e d  for.

A t th e  p a ss e n g e r  dock a spec ia l s ta t io n  h a s  b een  bu ilt, so  th a t  to u r is ts  leav e  th e  s team er, 
c ro ss  a co rrido r, an d  fin d  th e ir  tra in s  w aiting .



T oday w here used to  be pea t bogs and  m arsliy  ground, th e re ’s 

a city  of fifty  thousand  —  and  thousands m ore  if  you count, as 

som e day w ill be counted , th e  m any peop le  w ho w ork in  G dynia 

and  live in  some ne ighboring  village. I t  is, I  th in k , th e  only  p o rt 

in  th e  w orld  th a t’s w holly  a rtific ia l, b u ilt  w here th ere  was no town, 

no com m erce of any k in d , no river giving access to  th e  country  

in land . An u ltra-m odern  city  w ith  w ide paved streets, boulevards 

p lan ted  w ith  trees, electric  ligh ts and  sewers, schools and  parks, 

and  a p o rt w ith  th e  m ost up-to-date eq u ip m en t in  its m any w are

houses and  in  th e  g reat basins w here ships from  m any lands b ring  
and  take  away th e ir  varied  cargoes.

W here fo rm erly  was a long stre tch  of m arshes is th e  g reat port. 

On and on it  reaches, one basin  a fte r an o th e r —  one fo r the  navy 

of P o land , an o th e r fo r yachts and  p leasure  craft, a th ird  fo r fisher

m en, a special one fo r coaling, o thers for th is  k in d  of com m erce and 

fo r tha t. To w alk  a round  them  and  see th e  w hole p o rt on foot is 

a m a tte r of th ree  hours o r m ore. I t ’s easier to m ake a tou r of the  
h a rb o r  by  m o to r boat.

Ju s t s tro lling  along th e  streets of G dynia is fascinating  —  the 

tang  of th e  salt a ir, th e  forest-crow ned h ills  th a t m ake, w herever 

you look, a b eau tifu l background , and  som ething ting ling  and 

electric  in  th e  very atm osphere. T h ere ’s an  a ir  of bustle  and 

activity. Every  one is busy in  G dynia. New bu ild ings are  going 

up  on nearly  every street. No id lers standing  a round  —  th e re  is 

no unem ploym ent here.

You look in  th is  d irec tion  and  see th e  b lack  lines of g ian t cranes 

ou tlined  against th e  sky. Fifty-seven cranes w hen 1 was th e re  in  

th e  au tum n  of 1934, b u t p ro b ab ly  m ore by  now —  figures are  only 

tem p o ra ry  fo r G dynia! A nd th e  car dum p, p ick ing  up  a car of 

U p p er Silesia coal, em pty ing  it  in to  th e  h o ld  of a steam er, then  

p u ttin g  th e  car gently  down, sending it  ro lling  off to  a sidetrack  

and  tak ing  up  ano ther, th e  w hole process lasting  exactly  th ree  m in 
u tes by  m y w atch.

T u rn  your head  and  you see th e  fam ous beach , often  so crow ded 

th a t you can scarcely find  a place. A ll sum m er long th e re  are w eek

end  excursions to  G dynia from  every p a rt of P o land , w hen the  

prom enades are crow ded w ith  stro llers, w hen places fo r ea ting  and  

dancing can scarcely accom m odate th e ir  p a tro n s; and the  next
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T he C asino  a t G dynia is an  a ttra c tiv e  exam ple of m odern  a rc h ite c tu re , w ith  s tra ig h t lin e s

and  an  u n ev en  sky line .

A b u s in e ss  s tre e t  in G dynia, ru n n in g  dow n to th e  h a rb o r. B enea th  “ A b rah am ’s oak”  u sed  
to  s it th e  o ld  fish e rm an , A braham , w h o se  ta lk  w ith  P re s id e n t W ilson  re s u lte d  in P o lan d ’s 

g a in in g  th e  co v eted  s tr ip  of seaco as t.



T he fo rm er farm  on K am ienna  G ora is d o tted  o v e r w ith  th e  m ost a ttra c tiv e  v illa s  an d  gardens*
w ith  w ind ing  roads .

The bench  w as fam ous, ev en  befo re  th e  w ar. O ver th e  w eek -end  i t ’s so c row ded  you  can
sca rce ly  find  room .



w eek, m ore peop le  still! Alas, it’s no t h u m an ly  possible to  enlarge 

th e  beach , fo r it ends a b ru p tly  w here the  b lu ff  reaches down to the  

sea, leaving no t an  inch of space a t its foot.

O r you look across K osciuszko Square to  th e  h ill m ark ed  by the  

ta ll, w hite  cross, w here the  ca th ed ra l is to  be. A lready  it  is p lanned  

and  excavating has begun, b u t  it  takes m any  years to  fin ish  a ca

th ed ra l.

“A nd w ill you te a r  dow n th e  little  chu rch  you began w ith?

I  asked.

“O h, no. W hy, it’s ten  years o ld  th a t’s a lan d m ark  in  G dynia!"

T he city  has seen a phenom enal increase in  lan d  values. T he 

p rice  of a square m eter today  used to  be  th e  price  fo r a w hole 

hectare  — th a t’s abou t two acres and a half. B u t th e  state reaped  

no benefit. N or is G dynia a p lace w here p ro fitee rs (or should  one 

call them  p riv a teers? ) reap ed  a rich  harvest. I t  is th e  fisherm en 

them selves w ho are  th e  gainers. Some of th em  own lan d  along th e  

m ain  s tree t and  have becom e m illionaires.

A t one side of th e  tow n lies K am ienna G ora, a w ooded h ill  th a t 

used to  be p a r t of a farm . T ins lan d  was b o ugh t b y  a com pany 

w ho cu t i t  in to  b u ild in g  lots and  offered  th em  for sale. E verybody 

th o u g h t the  im p o rtan t th in g  was a lo t in  th e  sum m er resort, no t 

dow n in th e  d is tric t a round  th e  port.

W hen peop le  a t last realized  th e  fu tu re  of G dynia, streets were 

la id  ou t and  plans m ade fo r a p o p u la tio n  of a h u n d re d  thousand. 

I t  should  no t grow like  a boom  tow n in  A m erica, follow ing any

body’s fancy, b u t a fte r a d e fin ite  p lan . Soon th e  h u n d red  thousand  

was a ll too sm all a n u m b er and  city  p lanners set to w ork fo r a city 

of a q u a rte r of a m illion .

I t  has six p a rts  —  th e  po rt, th e  business cen ter (th e  n u m b er of 

stores goes up  a h u n d re d  a y ea r), th e  adm in istra tive  cen ter, and 

ih ree  residen tia l sections —  one fo r w orkingm en, an o th e r lo r 

officials and  m iddle-class folk, and  one for th e  upper-class whose 

v illas are  set in  gardens, w here houses m ust cost a certa in  sum. 

A nd in  each section space is reserved fo r schools, fo r p laygrounds, 

fo r parks.
H owever, w ith  th e  wisest of p lann ing , it seems im possib le to 

th in k  fa r enough ahead  in  G dynia. T he tim b er yards a t th e  dock
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have been  tw ice en 

larged, as th e  sh ip 

p ing  of Polish  oak 

and  p ine suddenly  

increased. Now th is  

last site lias been 

outgrow n and  tlie 

tim b er business is to 

have a special place 

in  a basin  th a t’s u n 

der construction.

“ H o w  a b s u r d ,“ 

m en said in  1932 as 

they w atched  the  
b u ild in g  of the  cold storage p lan t, “ to m ake it so large! A t th e  most 
a fo u rth  of th is  space w ill be needed .”

B u t th e  n u m b er of eggs and  chickens, sausages and  ham s sent 

ab road , th e  pounds of b u tte r  increased by  leaps and  bounds. Two 

years la te r  it  was necessary to  add  two m ore  stories, giving h a lf  as 

m uch again  of cold storage space. T his p lan t is now the  second 
largest in  th e  w orld.

T he rice husk ing  factory  lias been  tw ice enlarged. T he w are

house for Polish  sugar has grown from  one b u ild ing  to  four. How 

long w ill the  special w arehouse fo r cotton  from  A m erica serve?

T he a ttrac tive  ra ilro ad  sta tion  is en tire ly  too sm all, th ough  in 

1929 I  asked w hy th ey ’d b u ilt  i t  so huge. To relieve congestion 

a special s ta tion  has been b u ilt  a t th e  passenger sh ip  dock, so th a t 

tourists now leave th e  steam er, pass th ro u g h  th e  custom s, and  cross 

a co rrid o r to  th e  tra in s  w aiting  to  s ta rt fo r W arsaw and  K rakow  

and  Poznan. P robab ly  th e  p resen t sta tion  w ill be kep t, b u t a new 

one w ill be  b u ilt  —  fa r th e r  over, in  th e  cen ter of th e  G dynia of 
th e  fu tu re .

P e rh ap s m ost of all th e  school b o ard  finds it  d ifficu lt to keep 

pace w ith  th is  m irac le  city. Five h u n d red  ad d itio n a l ch ild ren  in  

a y ea r; befo re  places can be m ade fo r them , come seven h u n d red  

m ore. E ig h t h u n d red  th e  follow ing year, and  th en  a thousand  six 

h u n d red  ad d itio n a l boys and  girls dem anding  m ore and m ore class

room s, m ore  teachers, m ore bu ild ings. As if in  despa ir of ever
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catch ing  up , they  b u ilt  the  last fo u r schools w ith  an elastic schem e, 

so th a t  ex tra  stories w ill give fifty  percen t m ore rooms.
E ver since 1924 G dynia has h ad  a housing shortage. M any, m any 

new houses have gone up , b u t w ith  a p o p u la tio n  increasing 

a thousand  a m on th , fo r m o n th  a fte r m on th , th e  city  never has 

enough. T he ow ner of an  ap a rtm en t house doesn’t  need to  adver

tise fo r tenants, o r have an  agent to  show peop le  th ro u g h  th e  b u ild 

ing. T he m om ent h is p lans have been  approved  by th e  city  com 

m ission, every single ap a rtm en t is leased —  before w orkm en begin  

digging fo r th e  foundation . W ho w ouldn’t  be  a lan d lo rd  in  G dynia?

“Yes, yes,” an  o ld  fisherm an whose shack h ad  stood on th e  m ain  

street, bew ailed  h is lo t, “ I  sold a b it  of lan d  and got enough m oney 

for a five-story bu ild in g  —  it  has shops on th e  s tree t floor, th en  

offices, and  th ree  floors of ap a rtm en ts; and  every th ing’s rented . 

N ever a vacancy. O nly —  som etim es I  th in k  th e  o ld  days were 

b e tte r. Now I  have to  look a fte r m y business affairs. Now I  have 

to pay taxes.”
N early  all th e  bu ild ings in  G dynia have the  long, s tra igh t lines 

th a t  are  charac te ristic  of today’s in te rn a tio n a l type  of arch itec tu re . 

T hey’re  m ade of b rick , p lastered  on th e  outside ( th a t’s to  m ake them  

w arm er in  th e  w in te r) , and  th is  p lastering  is often  done in  two 

colors —  green and  gray, ta n  and  rose, gray and  rose, gray-w hite 

and  d a rk  b lue. T h ere  are  m any balconies — each ap artm en t has 

one and  some have 

tw o ; and  in  th e  very 

large courts there  

are  gardens.

Poles are  great 

lovers of flowers 

and  in  sp ite  of the  

h a rd  w in ters they  

th rive  in  G dynia.

Roses do especially 

well. I  know  one 

garden  w ith  a h u n 

d red  and  fo rty  va

rieties.

T he shacks of the

T hree  m in u tes  by  y o u r w atch , and  a c arload  of S iles ian  
coal is em ptied  in to  th e  ho ld  of th e  s team er. F o u r h u n d red  

an d  fifty  to n s  an  hour! *
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T he tra in in g  sh ip  fo r sa ilo rs  w as a p re s e n t to G dynia  and  
is nam ed  ’’th e  g ift of P om orze” .

fam ilies. Can you th in k  of a sh a rp e r contrast

fisherm en— are they  

still th e re  to p ro 

vide a con trast?  T he 

space w here they  
stood n ea r th e  beach 

was needed  fo r im 

p o rtan t b u ild in g s ; so 

the governm ent b u ilt 

ap a rtm en t houses for 
the fisher folk 

m ostly  tw o room s 

and  a k itchen , w ith  

steam  heat, and  a 

b a th  fo r every four 

th an  betw een then-
fo rm er housekeeping  and  th is?

G dynia has m any th ings you’d scarcely expect in  a b ran d  new 

c ity a stad ium , large enough for a horse show w ith  rid in g  and 

ju m p in g  contests, for track  ath le tics and  several tenn is courts: 

R o tary  C lub and  a Y. M. C. A .; five banks and  e igh t C onsulates: 

a sanato rium  and  five hosp ita ls (th ree  of th em  p r iv a te ) ; two h igh  

schools fo r girls and one fo r boys; th e  beginning  of a m useum : 

a school of com m erce and  a tra in in g  school fo r th e  m erch an t 

m arin e ; an extrem ely  long v iaduct over th e  ra ilro ad  tracks a t the  
p o r t;  a m odern  m e

th o d  of sewerage 

d isposal th a t pours 

hack  in to  th e  bay 

p u re  d istilled  w ater 

and  leaves fo r sale 

an  a rtific ia l fe r ti l i 

ze r w hich, m ixed 

w ith  sand, yields 

am azing crops.

Besides th e  city  it 

self w hich had  grown 
and a lte red  so in  five

years a n a  a ha lt th a t b een  en la rg e d  tw ice to  keep  p ace  w ith  th e  g row ing  city .
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E m ig ran ts  s ta y  in  th is  h o te l w hile  w aiting  fo r th e  s tea m e rs  on  w hich th e y  a re  to  sa il from  Poland .

I  could  scarcely believe m y eyes and  asked in  am azem ent if it 

rea lly  was th e  sam e G dynia, I  h ad  two surprises on m y last visit. 

O ne m orning , s tro lling  a round  by  m yself and exploring , I  cam e 

suddenly  on a s tree t m ark ed  “U lica Jerzego W aszyngtona”— th rillin g  

to  fin d  th a t  in  P o lan d ’s new  port. A nd one evening I  was a guest at 

th e  E ng lish  C lub, a flourish ing  o rganization  w ith  m ore  th a n  two 

h u n d re d  m em bers — B ritishers, A m ericans and  E nglish-speaking 

Poles —  w ith  a d irec to r from  O xford. N early  all the  business of 

th e  p o rt, I  lea rn ed  to  m y am azem ent, is conducted  in  English. So 

m any Poles w an t to  le a rn  E nglish  th a t th e  teachers in  G dynia 

haven’t  h ou rs enough in  th e ir  days.
W here does th e  m oney fo r G dynia come from ? W hen w ork on 

th e  p o rt began in  1924 a F rench-P o lish  syndicate was form ed and 

th e  p lan  was to b u ild  on credit. Two years la te r  cam e a change 

of governm ent in  P o land  and G dynia was tak en  over by  th e  state. 

Since th en  each piece of construction  a t the  p o rt has been  paid  

fo r in  cash.
F o r th e  electric  lig h t p lan t, fo r streets and  sewers, fo r m otor 

buses runn in g  from  th e  cen ter of tow n to the  various suburbs, th e
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T he m ain  s t re e t  in G dynia, w ith  a b ank  and  th e  p o s t office.

state  m ade long-term  loans to the  city of G dynia. One loan, for 

fifty  years, was sold abroad.

G dynia is to  th e  Poles m ore th a n  a p o rt and  a sum m er resort. 

I t  is th e  sym bol of P o lan d ’s freedom . A ll over the  coun try  people  

ta lk ed  to m e abou t G dynia, and  always w ith  th e  greatest p ride. 

T hey  m ay d isapprove of th is  o r th a t  expend itu re , b u t nobody 

reg re tted  th e  m oney spen t on G dynia. T h is city a t th e  gate of th e  

B altic  is th e  key to  th e  econom ic developm ent of th e  new  P o land , 

if  n o t the  key to  h e r  very existence.

N or is th is  a new conception. W hen th e  Swedes invaded  P o land  

in  th e  m idd le  of th e  seventeenth  cen tu ry  and  fo r m onths conquered  

an d  la id  waste, th ey  offered  to  leave if  th e  Poles w ould  give them  

th e ir  seacoast and  th e  d is tric t nearby  -— th e  province of Pom orze.

“N ever!” was P o lan d ’s answ er to  th is  proposal.

“B u t w hen  th e  w hole body is sick,” argued  th e  Swedes, “ doctors 

am p u ta te  a leg to  save a life .”

“Yes, a leg. B u t never th e  h e a d !” and  soon these invaders w ere 

driven  from  th e  land .
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A nd w hen, a h u n d re d  years la te r, th e  k ing  of P russia  leaned  over 

th e  m ap , p o in ting  ou t to  h is  generals w h a t h e  w ould  tak e  a t th e  

firs t P a r titio n  of P o land , asking th e ir  ap p rova l of h is schem e, he 

tu rn e d  w ra th fu lly  on one of them , bo ld  enough to  suggest th a t  

P russia  should  have P oznania , and cried , “You fool! you fool! C an’t  

you see th a t  if we have th is  — ” and  his finger traced  th e  P o lish  

seacoast and  Pom orze — ” th e  o th e r w ill la te r  fa ll in to  our h a n d s ? ’ 

A nd it d id , in  th e  second and  th ird  P artitions.

G dynia, th e  m irac le  city , is as im p o rta n t p o litica lly  as eco

nom ically . A tin y  stre tch  of seacoast, in  com parison w ith  P o lan d ’s 

very long lan d  fron tiers , b u t  th e  com m erce h ere  is fa r  greater. In  

1922 P o lan d ’s sea trad e  was seven percen t of th e  w hole. In  1926 
it  h ad  grown to twenty-seven p e rcen t; in  1932 sixty-seven; and  two 

years la te r  seventy-four. F rom  zero th e  m erch an t fleet has grown 

to  fifty-five sea-going vessels. T here  are  forty-seven lines sailing 

regu larly  from  G dynia, and  eigh t of these carry  th e  w hite  and  red  

flag of Poland.

Isn’t  it  co rrect to  call it a m iracle  city?

M iles of b reak w ate r s h e lte r  th e  p o rt from  th e  open  sea .
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T H E  N E W S C H O O L S

G d y n i a  is, it’s tru e , a d ram atic , successful achievem ent, b u t it 
touches th e  everyday life  of the  peop le  only ind irec tly . T h ere ’s 

one th in g  in  w hich  P o lan d  has m ade am azing progress, w hich 

comes hom e to every fam ily  in  little  towns and  villages and  great 
cities —  schools.

She began w ith  an  ap p a llin g  percentage of illite ra te s  —  a resu lt 

o f th e  delib era te  policy  of th e  th ree  p a rtitio n in g  Pow ers — w ith  

m any  schoolhouses in  ru ins, w ith  alm ost no P o lish  textbooks (and 

no up-to-date ones in  h isto ry  and  geography), w ith  a scarcity  of 

tra in ed  teachers. W hat she has accom plished in  these few years is, 

to  m y m ind , th e  m ost ou tstand ing  th in g  in  P oland .

T he w hole educational schem e has been  re b u ilt  on a new p lan  — 

th e  firs t coun try  in  E u ro p e  to  a lte r  th e  tra d itio n a l four-years-eight 

to  th e  A m erican  eight-years-four. No, n o t q u ite  correct. T he P olish  

schem e is seven years fo r every ch ild ; th e n  fo u r in  th e  gym nasium  

(h igh  school) and  two in  th e  lyceum  (techn ical school fittin g  young 

peop le  to  su p p o rt th em selv es); th e n  th e  university .

A t th e  end  of th e  w ar w hen  m any p lans w ere discussed, some 

persons proposed  th a t  every s tree t in  W arsaw shou ld  be  repaved 

w ith  asphalt. T hen  visitors from  foreign  lands w ould  be  am azed 
an d  cry, “W hat p rogress!”

“ T h a t can  come la te r  on,” argued  o thers. “F irs t we m ust b u ild  
schools.”

In  every p a r t  of th e  country , b u t p a rticu la rly  in  w hat used to 

be  R ussian P o land , peop le  po in ted  ou t to  m e th e ir  new  schools — 

an d  always w ith  g rea t p ride . A peasan t host w ent ou t of th e  way 

to  show m e th e  village school, an  a ttrac tiv e  b rick  b u ild ing , w ith
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fo rty  youngsters belonging 

to th a t  village and  a h u n d red  

m ore com ing some k ilom e

ters in  every d irection . In  a 

tow n of fifteen  thousand  I 

w ent to  see a new  gym nasium  

w ith m ore th a n  a thousand  

students —  some com ing a 

long way on bicycles. In  Poz- 

n an  and  Lwow, in  W arsaw 

and W ilno and  m any an 

o th e r p lace I  saw schools, 

schools, schools u n til I  began 

to  w onder if  th e  P  oles 

th o u g h t I  was an  expert in 
educational m atters. Schools 

fo r tin y  ch ild ren , technical 

schools and  academ ies, u n i

versities new o r reopened , 

trad e  schools, e lem entary  

schools, and —  and  —  and  —
W hile  I  was a guest a t a coun try  house, we w alked  across the  

fields one afternoon  to  see how  fa r along th e  new school was.
“B ut how  could  th e  people  possibly affo rd  to  b u ild  an o th er 

schoolhouse?” I  asked th e  countess. “ I  rem em ber you said the  

lan d  h ere  isn’t  th e  best, and  I  can see fo r m yself th a t  m ost of th e  

peop le  are  very  poor.”
“I ’ll  te ll you how  we d id  i t ;  i t  m ay in te rest you as being  m ore or 

less typ ical. I  gave th e  land . T he p lans cam e from  the  M inistry  

of E ducation  in  W arsaw  —  th ey ’ve p u b lished  a book of school- 

house plans. A nd th e  M inistry  loaned  ten  thousand  zlotys for ten  

years, w ith o u t any in terest.
“ T he P ow iat —  th a t  corresponds to  your county, as n ea r as 

I  can com pare th ings —  gave a thousand  zlotys, so m any thousand  

b ricks and  so m uch m ate ria l fo r m o rta r ; and besides loaned  the  

balance of the  m oney needed  fo r five years. T he fa th ers  of some 

of th e  ch ild ren  gave th e ir  lab o r, some of them  w ith  team s. W hat 

bricks we bough t, we p a id  oidy cost p rice  for.

T he c o u rty a rd  of th e  new  b u ild ing  of th e  M in istry  
of E ducation .
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T hree  typ ica l e le m en ta ry  schoo l b u ild in g s  in th e  new  P o land  — 
in  a  v illage  (P uszcza  M arjanska).

“How m uch does 

such a schoolhouse 

cost —  five ro o m s?” 

“A nd an  a p a r t 

m en t upsta irs  for 

th e  p rin c ip a l. You 

see, th is  is fa r  off 

from  the  tow n, and 

from  any village. 

W ell, u p  to  now it’s 

cost tw enty  thousand  
zlotys, and th e re ’ll 

be  some extras. 

How m any ch ild ren  ?
N inety  in  th e  first

two classes, and  m ore w ill come flocking in as soon as th e  b u ild in g ’s 
fin ished .”

How d iffe ren t from  th e  prob lem  of th e  coun try  school in  
A m erica, w here often  th e re ’s only a h an d fu l of ch ild ren , one or 
tw o in  a class!”

T his was b u t five of th e  ten  thousand  elem entary  schoolroom s 

b u ilt  in  th e  last few years, and  P o land  is still b u ild in g  them . I t ’s 

no t enough th a t th e  percentage of ch ild ren  in  school ju m p ed  

from  sixty-six in  1921 to  m ine ty -th ree ; th e  aim  is a h u n d red  
percen t. W hen you 

tak e  in to  account 

th a t  th is  includes 

th e  fo rm er R us

sian  P o land , w here 

only  n ineteen  p e r

cent o f th e  ch ild ren  

w ent to  school, and 

th e  fac t th a t  th e  

ch ild ren  of P o land  

have increased by 
two m illion , isn’t 

i t  a record  to  be • 
p ro u d  of?

in a sm all tow n (W isla).
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W ith  th is  in 

crease in  schools, 

th e re  w eren’t  e- 

nough teachers to 

go a r o u n d ,  not 

enough n o r m a l  

s c h o o l s  to  m eet 

th e  dem and. The 

first students were 

sent ou t w ith  a 
m in im um  of tra in 

ing  and  a fte r a few 

years w ere called 

back  fo r sum m er 
classes. T his wasn’t m ade com pulsory, b u t  thousand  of them  attended . 

A ll sum m er long th e  dorm ito ries of un iversity  students are fu ll ol 

teachers, come fo r special courses.
T he arm y to o  is doing its p a r t  in  th e  fig h t against illiteracy . 

R ecru its who can’t  read  and  w rite  are  im m edia te ly  p u t in to  special 

groups and  have ex tra  classw ork d u ring  th e ir  m ilita ry  service. 

T h e ir  teachers are  som etim es arm y officers, som etim es tra in ed  

peop le  from  outside.
In  th e  la rg e r cities, and  in  some places in  th e  country , th e re  are 

evening classes fo r grow n-ups and  con tinuation  classes fo r young 

peop le  from  fourteen  to  eighteen, w ho are  a t w ork  in  th e  daytim e. 

W arsaw  has done p e rh ap s th e  m ost along th is  line , w ith  six 

th o usand  pu p ils  com ing fo r fu r th e r  ed uca tion ; m ost of th em  come 

five evenings a week.
P o lan d  is p rim arily  an  ag ricu ltu ra l country , w ith  th ree-fou rth s 

of h e r  peop le  earn ing  th e ir  livelihood  from  the  soil. I t  follows 

th e n  th a t  ag ricu ltu ra l schools are of th e  greatest im portance. A t 

Lowicz and  Zamosc and  n ear Lwow I  visited fo u r of these new 

schools. One was fo r boys, from  sixteen to  twenty-two, who live 

th e re  fo r a year, having lessons and  doing a ll th e  w ork of a farm  

of sixty acres.
As it  h ap p en ed , th e  d irec to r was away fo r th e  day, b u t w ith  

gestures and  some w ords of G erm an two of th e  hoys exp la ined  to 

m e, tak ing  m e p ro u d ly  from  one classroom  to ano ther, p o in ting  to

39



I

T he arm y  too  ta k e s  p a r t  in  P o la n d ’s f ig h t ag a in s t illi te racy . H ere  is a  c la ss  of re c ru its
le a rn in g  th e ir  A B C ’s .

charts  and  pictures. T hey  w ere raising  tobacco fo r the  governm ent 

m onopoly , and  selling a h u n d red  k ilos of b u tte r  a day, and  lea rn in g  

how  to use fe rtilize rs and  m ake even w orn-out fields produce  a fine 

crop. By th e  end of th e  year th e ir  sales w ould be enough to  cut 
th e  tu itio n  fees in  half.

T he m ain  b u ild in g  h ad  classrooms, lib ra ry , d in ing  room  and  

dorm itories. T here  was a shed fo r th e  m ach in ery ; cow barns and  

stables and  h en  houses, a ll very m o d ern ; and  an  assem bly h a ll 

th a t  served b o th  school and  neighborhood , used fo r am ateu r plays, 

lectures, singing societies and  dances. Two h u n d red  and  fo rty  such 

schools are p lanned  for, and  m ore th a n  h a lf have a lready  been 
bu ilt.

A nd it  s ju s t as im p o rtan t, says th e  new P o land , fo r peasan t girls 

to have special tra in ing . They too stay in  th e  school fo r a year, 

b u t hope eventually  to  have a tw o-year course. W hat do they  

l e a r n T o  raise vegetables and  flow ers, to  can and  preserve, to 

cook, to  ra ise  chickens, to  m ilk  cows and  m ake b u tte r  and  cheese, 

to  po t p lan ts  and  care fo r them  d uring  th e  long w in ters; and  besides 
all th is, to  sew.

A nd one m ore th in g ,” said  th e  d irec to r as we w ent in to  

a spotless d o rm ito ry  fo r tw enty girls, “ th a t doesn’t ap p ea r on
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th e  schedule, b u t is very im p o rtan t —  they  lea rn  to  keep th ings 

in  o rd er.” She p u lled  ou t draw ers h e re  and th e re , fo r m e to  

see in  w hat b eau tifu l o rd e r th e  girls k ep t th e ir  personal be 

longings. “T h e ir  th ings m ay be very sim ple, b u t they  m ust he  

in  o rd e r —  always.”
In  th e  k itch en  th e  m enu  fo r th e  day’s d in n er was on th e  b lack 

board , w ith  th e  cost of each dish w orked ou t for a fam ily  of six. 

T he girls lea rn  som ething of m arke ting—b o th  buy ing  and  selling 

and  how  to get some varie ty  in to  th e ir  m eals. T he su p p er we h a d  

th e re  was delicious —  one of th e  best m eals I  h ad  in  P o la n d ; I  re 

m em ber it  still.
T rade  schools have becom e pop u lar. In  Sandom ierz and  W arsaw , 

in  Zamosc and  Liskow, in  \ \  ilno and  K rakow  I w ent to schools 

w here boys w ere fittin g  them selves to  be shoem akers and  ta ilo rs  

and  locksm iths, b lacksm iths and  carpen ters, m akers of fine 

fu rn itu re  and  w rough t iro n  and  le a th e r  artic les; w here girls w ere

A R ed C ross c la ss  in a  W ilno  schoo l, le a rn in g  to  b an d ag e  a n  in ju red  han d .
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learn ing  to  k n it stockings, 

weave, cook, sew and  de

sign clo thes fo r a ll the  fa 

m ily , o r m anage a great 

household.

O ne such s c h o o l  was 

housed in  a fo rm er m on 

astery, an o th e r in  w hat had  

been , befo re  th e  w ar, the  

luxurious palace of th e  Wi- 

sniow iecki fam ily , an o th er 

was in  one wing of th e  

fro n tie r fortress, fa r  in  th e  

southeast of P o lan d , w here 

Ja n  Sobieski was born . T he 

schools them selves are  m uch 

m ore  im p o rtan t th a n  the  

bu ild ings —  th ey  can come 

la te r. One was sta rted  by  a 

priest, one b y  th e  com-

A ll th e  new  sch o o ls  h av e  sh o w ers  n e a r  th e  gym na- m unity , an o th er w ith  funds 
sium . Som e of th e se  room s a re  open all sum m er, from  A m erica 

fo r  th e  ch ild ren  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts .
“ I t ’s v e r y  im p o rtan t,'’ 

peop le  exp la ined  over and  over, “th a t  th e  peasants shou ld  lea rn  

to  do som ething else th a n  farm ing. I f  a m an  has several sons 

and  h is few acres a re  d iv ided  am ong them , th e re ’s no t incom e 

enough fo r any one of them . B u t if one son’s a ta ilo r  and  an o th er 

a b lacksm ith , and  th e  th ird  p e rh ap s  a so ld ier and  th e  fo u rth  

a cobbler, i t  m akes fo r p ro sp erity  a ll a round. G radually  we’ll 

get a suffic ien t n u m b er of these tra d e  schools. In  an o th e r gen

e ra tio n  i t’ll m ean  th e  solving of some of o u r vexatious problem s 
in  ag ricu ltu re .”

P o lish  ch ild ren  go to  school six days a w eek —  except th e  Jews 

w ho, in  re tu rn  fo r th e  S atu rday  free, m ust do six days’ lessons in  

five. H ours a ren ’t  m uch longer th a n  a schedule  in  A m erica, b u t 

th ey  seem longer because th ey ’re  so d ifferen t. Lessons begin  at 

e ig h t o’clock, even in  w in ter w hen it’s qu ite  d a rk  a t th e  tim e th e  

ch ild ren  leave hom e, and  last t i l l  tw elve o r h a lf-past for the  younger
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ones, t i l l  lialf-past one o r two fo r th e  o lder groups. So th ey  get 

hom e fo r d in n e r a t two, o r even a t th ree.
Of course th e re  are  recess periods. In  one school th e  ch ild ren  

h a d  five m inu tes free  a fte r th e  firs t class, ten  m inu tes a fte r the  

second, fifteen  m inu tes a fte r th e  th ird  and  fo u rth , th e n  ten , and  five. 

In  th e  m idd le  of th e  session comes “second b reak fast” —  n o t a 

substan tia l m eal, b u t a sandw ich or ro ll, w ith  h o t tea  o r cocoa. 

I t ’s a social tim e, th e  ch ild ren  stand a round  and  chat and  ea t; in 

one school I  a rrived  b efo re  “second b reak fast” was over, and  th e  

girls w ere all dancing to  th e  m usic of a phonograph .

Som etim es cocoa and  tea are  p rep a red  by a class of o lder girls, 

as p a r t  of th e ir  dom estic science w ork. O ften  th is  is th e  task  of 

a com m ittee of the  M others’ Club. T he c h ild ren  pay a sm all sum 

each m onth . F o r th e  very poor youngsters the  ho t d rinks a re  free 

generally  th e  M others’ C lub sees to  this.
P o lish  school ch ild ren  have one th in g  in  super-abundance —  h o li

days! N ational ho lidays and  chu rch  holidays are scattered  th ro u g h

T his sev e n th  g rad e  in a schoo l n e a r  L ublin  h av e  th e ir  se ttin g -u p  ex e rc ise s  ou t of doors,
in th e  snow .



Floor w ork  is v e ry  p o p u la r  w ith  P o lish  ch ild ren  — w hy  n o t, in  such  a  room ?

th e  ca lendar w ith  lavish hand . T h ere ’s a long b reak  a t C hristm as — 

th ree  weeks o r m ore! —  and again a t Easter. As a resu lt, th e  

sum m er vacation is sho rte r th a n  ours — b u t th en , it’s no t so h o t in 
P o land , and  school in  A ugust is endurab le .

I  was g reatly  in terested  in  th e  school excursions. Boys o r girls, 
o r b o th , th ir ty , fifty , a h u n d red  of them , go off fo r a tr ip  w ith  

a couple of teachers. O n th e  ra ilro ad  th ey  pay  one-fourth  of th e  

reg u la r fa re ; som etim es they  have a special car. T ram  and  au tobus 

charge h a lf  price. M useum s too, if  th ey ’re  n o t free. T he ch ild ren  

are  lodged in  school dorm ito ries, in  a convent o r m onastery , in  

special excursion bu ild ings, in  barrack s if  th e  soldiers are  a t 

m anouvers —  w herever th ey  can arrange  fo r inexpensive rooms.

“B u t even so, how  do your girls pay  fo r excursions?” I  asked th e  
headm istress of a gym nasium  in Poznan.

“h o r  th e  ten  m onths of th e  school year each g irl pays in to  ou r 

fu n d  one zloty tw enty  a t th e  beg inn ing  of each m onth . N ot a large 

sum, b u t it  to ta ls  eigh teen  h u n d red  and  fifty  zlotys. S ta rting  w ith  

th a t, th e  tr ip  costs —  oh, very little . L ast year we w ent to  Lwow —
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T his g roup  of g irls  in  Lodz show  th e ir  p ro fic ien cy  w ith  ap p a ra tu s .

a n ine  days’ tr ip , costing fifty-five zlotys fo r each girl. I t  was the  

two h u n d red  and  fiftie th  anniversary  of Sobieski’s v ictory  a t 

V ienna. W e saw all th e  special exhib itions in  h is honor, h is house 

in  Lwow, and m ade sidetrips to  h is b ir th p lace  and  to  two fro n tie r 

castles w here he  lived. A ru n  dow n to Boryslaw  gave a p ic tu re  

of today’s econom ic life  in  th e  oil fie lds; and we stopped  off at 

K rakow  on th e  way back.
“ T his year n inety -four p u p ils  w ent on th e  W ilno excursion, w hich 

was p a trio tic  and  lite ra ry  —  th e  cen tenn ia l of th e  pu b lica tio n  oi 

M ickiew icz’s Pan Tadeusz. W e w anted  to  give a liv ing background  

to  th e  poet and his w ork. W e explored  W ilno and  m ade sidetrips 
to  places M ickiewicz m entions —  T rok i and  o th e r lakes, h is b ir th 

p lace a t N ow ogrodek. We stopped  to  see th e  b aby  bison in  th e  

forest preserve at B ialow ieza, and h a d  some tim e  in  W arsaw 

ten  days, fo r seventy-two zlotys a person ; th a t  inc luded  every single 

item  _  ra ilro ad , lodgings, m eals, m useum s and  autobus.
“D uring  th e  C hristm as vacation  a group of m y girls go off to 

Z akopane fo r a fo rtn ig h t in  the  m ountains. W e ren t a C ora l’s
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house, fu rn ished . T he teacher of a th le tics goes to he lp  w ith  w in ter 

sports. I t  costs ju st u n d e r fifty  zlotys a girl. T he  M others’ 

C lub gave fo u r h u n d red  zlotys so th a t  e igh t poor girls could 

b en efit by  th a t  glorious fo rtn ig h t in  th e  m ountains. W e tak e  

th e  sam e house in  th e  sum m er fo r th e  school cam p. T h irty  

girls can go, as a ll th e  room s are usab le  th en  —  tw o have no stoves 

and  are  shu t up  in  th e  w in ter. T he m others give fo r th e  sum m er 

cam p too.

“N ext year we’re  p lan n in g  an  excursion to  Polesie. By th e  tim e 

these girls are  th ro u g h  school, th ey ’ll have seen alm ost every p a r t 

of P o land . T h a t’s enorm ously im p o rtan t fo r th is  generation .”

“ W h y ?” I  asked.
“B efore 1918 th e  th ree  p a rtitio n in g  Pow ers d id n ’t  w an t Poles 

1 raveling  back  and  fo rth , so th ey  m ade i t  d ifficu lt, often tim es im 

possible. T hey  refused to give passports, o r delayed fo r m onths, o r 

charged  exorb itan tly . I t  was sim pler fo r us to  go to  F rance  o r Ita ly  

o r E ng land  th a n  to  travel in  w hat h ad  been  P o land . H aven’t  you

A nu n  in a co n v en t schoo l d irec tin g  th e  g irls  in th e ir  ex p erim en ts  in p h y s ics .
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m et scores of peop le  w ho said to  you, ‘W hy, you’ve seen m ore of 

m y coun try  th a n  I  have!’
“B u t today’s ch ild ren  are  lea rn in g  som ething of th e ir  na tive  lan d , 

fo r th ey  m ustn ’t  grow up  so igno ran t of P o land . T hey  take  notes 

and  fo r days a fte r th ey  re tu rn  from  an excursion m ore o r less of 

th e ir  school w ork  is based  on w hat th ey ’ve seen and  done; so th e  

girls w ho stayed a t hom e get a little . We have a good tim e  on 

these excursions, and  we do lea rn  so m u ch !”

M odern  education  requ ires ever increasing equ ipm ent. P o lan d  

w ants th e  very best fo r h e r  schools. O ne-sixth of th e  sta te’s budget 

fo r th e  M inistry  of E ducation  is a p roo f of th a t. B u t w ith  so m any 

schools to  b u ild , w ith  everything to  b u y  to  fu rn ish  them , it  isn’t 

possible u p  to  now to give each school a com plete equ ipm ent. T he 

solu tion  of th is  p rob lem  I  th o u g h t was splendid .
One m orn ing  I  was h u n tin g  fo r a sm all m useum  in  W arsaw  and 

w ent in to  a school to  m ake inquiries. I  stayed fo r m ore  th a n  an 

h o u r, unab le  to  h u rry  away. I t  was a cen ter fo r physics and

In  Po lish  sch o o ls  n a tu re  s tu d y  h a s  a room  of its  own an d  a 'g e n e ro u s  am o u n t of tim e in th e
w eek ly  program .
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chem istry  to w hich 

groups of hoys and 

girls cam e once a 

week fo r a couple 

o f  h o u r s ,  l o n g  

enough fo r class 

and  experim ents. 

T he labora to ries 

are  never em pty— 

from  eigh t in  th e  

m orn ing  u n til six, 

six days a week 

lessons go on ; and 

from  six to  eight 

in  th e  evening con

tin u a tio n  classes; 

m ore th a n  four 

t h o u s a n d  every 

week. Indeed  w ith 

one class com ing 

on th e  heels of one 

leaving, it’s some-

s p e c ia l b u ild in g s  fo r ex cu rs io n is ts  h av e  b een  p u t u p  all o v e r th in g  of a problem  
P o land  — th is  one by  th e  c ity  of K rakow . J q  n e c e s s a r y

cleaning-up.

A n o th er day I  w ent to a school fa r  from  th e  cen ter of th e  cap ita l, 

to  see th e ir  rem ark ab le  garden. I t  was large enough to  have fru it 

trees, b e rry  bushes, a rock  garden  (w ith  a ll th e  p lan ts  growing in  

th e  m ountains) and  some o rnam en ta l trees besides —  a N orw ay 

spruce and  a co p p er beech, fo r exam ple. T h ere  w ere beehives, 

a sm all greenhouse, rows of ho tbeds and  an ou tdoor classroom , 

roofed over, w ith  vines a t th e  sides. T he vegetables supp ly  th e  cook

ing  classes. T he flow ers th ey  sell —  especially  th e ir  roses.

E ach  of th e  seven grades spends an  h o u r in  th e  garden, tw ice 

a week. C h ild ren  come from  o th e r schools too —  th e re  are  six such 

gardens in  W arsaw.

T he sam e th ing  is tru e  of space fo r ath letics. In  closely bu ilt, 

m edieval K rakow  th e  o lder school bu ild ings have little  o r no space
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fo r games, b u t ou t on th e  edge of the  city is a special p a rk  for 

ath letics. I  used to  see th e  hoys and  girls m arch ing  along, generally  

singing. F rom  th e  th ird  grade up  they  go tw ice a week.

E ver so m any  basket b a ll games going on a t once —  foo tball — 

volley ball. C ircle games fo r th e  younger ch ild ren . A P olish  

version of prisoners’ base and  of sheep-and-wolf. I  longed to  jo in  

in. I  looked a t the flushed  faces of the  teachers and  th o u g h t the  

tim e as w ell spen t for them  as fo r th e  youngsters. Balls, bats, 

rackets, grounds are  used every day. W ith  a m in im um  of expense 

th e  m axim um  of ch ild ren  reap  th e  benefit.

In  th is  school and  in  th a t, a ll over P o land , I  no ted  some details 

th a t  m ost A m erican  schools don’t  have:

—  show er b a th s  in  th e  basem ent, in  a section w here w orkingm en 

liv e ; d u ring  th e  sum m er these room s are open  to  th e  ch ild ren  of 

th is school and to  th e ir  parents.

—  very a ttrac tive  room s fo r teachers — even in  a l i ttle  town 

lik e  Sandom ierz.

—  in  a gym nasium , a club room  fo r th e  various school organiza

tions: Scouts, Ju n io r R ed Cross, a p a trio tic  group, th e  k o d ak  club, 

an d  so on. O ut of school hou rs  th is  room  was used b y  th e  various 

clubs. O n th e ir  excursions they  h ad  b o u g h t some p o tte ry  and 

a  lovely hand-w oven cover for th e  long tab le  —  peasan t a r t  from  

a section of P o land  fa r away.

—  in  one school th e  d irec to r reserved th e  tim e from  twelve to 

one fo r ta lks w ith  paren ts.

—  in  a tow n of tw enty  thousand , th e  B otan ica l G arden  and  

a sm all Zoo w ere next to  a school. P a r t  of the  w ork is done by 

th e  boys and girls w ho b u ild  cages in  th e  school w orkshop, m ake 

ho tbeds and  p re p a re  th e  rich  g round fo r p lan ting .

—  coun try  settlem ents w hich  belong to  b o th  p riva te  and p u b lic  

schools. T hey’re generally  in  a forest d istric t o r in  the  m ountains. 

E ach class spends a m o n th  there , w ith  teachers, having lessons as in 

tow n and  lea rn ing  abou t n a tu re  a t first hand . In  th e  sum m er 

th ey ’re used as vacation cam ps. T he cottages are  m odels of c lean 

liness. T he girls (o r th e  boys) in  one room  choose a lead er who 

m ust see th a t  each ch ild  keeps h is bed  and  clo thes and  shoes tidy .
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“B u t how  can your school affo rd  i t? ” I  asked a hoy in  the  Za- 

m oyski G ym nasium  in W arsaw  w hen lie en thusiastically  described 

a tr ip  to  th e ir  coun try  place.

“I t  cam e little  by little . T he gym nasium  b o u g h t th e  land , and 

classes w ent ou t ju s t fo r a day. Even th en  they  lea rned  so m uch  — 

p lan tin g  and  harvesting  in  fields and  garden, bo tany  lessons, n a tu re  

study in  d iffe ren t seasons. T hen  th e  fa th e r  of th ree  boys in  the  

school offered  to  b u ild  us a house. Beds and  b lankets, chairs and 

tab les w ere added  from  tim e to  tim e. O h, you m ustn ’t  th in k  i t’s 

luxurious. I t ’s ju s t com fortable. B u t w hat good tim es we have!” 

“A nd do you have a ll th e  class w ork you’d be  getting  in  to w n ?” 

“Of course —  and  m ore besides. T he w hole m orn ing  is lessons —  

ou t of doors w hen possible. T hen  d inner, and  an h o u r’s rest or 

reading. T h en  ath le tics —  skating  and  skiing if w eather perm its, 

football, b asketball and  so on. Late in  th e  afternoon  one class and 

in  th e  evening qu ie t games or study o r th e  rad io .”

—  in every school I  no ticed  room s fo r th e  doctor and  th e  dentist. 

I f  th e re  are  a large n u m b er of ch ild ren , th ey ’re  th e re  fo r th e  w hole 

session; in  a sm aller school th ey  come fo r two o r th ree  hours, every 

day o r th ree  tim es a week. In  some schools th e re ’s also a tra ined  

psychologist w ho m akes a study  of th e  abnorm al ch ild ren  who don’t  

f it in  w itli th e  group.

-— coatroom s fo r th e  w hole school, r ig h t by  th e  en trance, w here 

th e  ch ild ren  no t only leave th e ir  w raps b u t change th e ir  shoes. 

W in ters are  long and  severe in  P o lan d , w ith  m uch snow and  m uch 

m u d ; m any  ch ild ren  can’t  affo rd  galoshes, b u t th e  soft, fe lt slippers 

th ey  keep a t school are inexpensive, clean, qu ie t, and  fa r  m ore 

h ea lth fu l th an  stiff s tree t shoes th a t cram p th e  feet of growing 

youngsters.

“ I  saw th is  p rac tice  in  a W arsaw  school,” said  one of m y country  

hosts, “and  as I ’m  ch a irm an  of th e  b o a rd  fo r th e  tw o schools n ear 

th is  estate, I  in troduced  i t  here. T hough  these fam ilies a re  poor, 

every m o th e r m anaged  som ehow to  get th e  soft slippers fo r h e r 

ch ild ren . Now no one gets a b ad  cold from  sitting  fo r hou rs  w ith  

w et feet.”

— in  a Lwow school girls of fifteen  and  sixteen ru n  a store selling 

pencils, notebooks, p a p e r  and  o th e r supples. In  th e  firs t m on th

50



M any c ity  sch o o ls  own a  c o u n try  se ttlem en t. T his one, a t M ienia, b e lo n g s  to a  b o y s ’
gym nasium  in  W arsaw .

of th e  school year they  do a rush ing  business —  as h igh  as e igh t 

h u n d red  zlotys. T he store com m ittee gets va luab le  tra in in g  and th e  

poor girls of th e  school get th e  profits.

in  one school, nex t to  th e  gym nasium  I  found  a room  w ith  

tw enty  foot-tubs. W hat a tim e saver w hen  th e  students h ad  to  

dress quick ly  for th e ir  nex t class,

—  th e  “ panstw ow y” schools, a com bination  such as we don’t 

have in  A m erica: th e  city  or th e  d istric t gives lan d  and  bu ild ing , 

th e  sta te  pays th e  teachers, an d  each s tu d en t pays a sm all tu itio n ; 

th is  gives th e  advantages of b o th  p u b lic  and  p riv a te  schools. T here  

are  always some scholarsh ips fo r very  good students w ho can’t  pay  

an y th in g ; o ften  th ey ’re  aw arded  by  com petitive exam inations.

“A n excellen t p lan , we th in k ,” said  one d irec to r to  m e; “ it 

p rovides th e  yeast fo r th e  school group. F req u en tly  th e  scholarship  

girls and  boys are  o u r best students.”

— b u ilt-in  cases and  shelves in  a ll th e  new school b u ild ings: fo r 

supp lies in  th e  w orkshops, fo r a sm all m useum  in  th e  geography 

room , fo r exh ib its  of the  ch ild ren ’s w ork. A t th e  end of a physics 

labo ra to ry , a sm all room  w here th e  teacher could p rep a re
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every th ing  fo r experim ents. 

E v iden tly  P olish  arch itects 

don’t have to econom ize on 

space as m uch as ours do; 

th ey ’re m uch m ore generous 

to  th e  teach ing  staff.

—  in  every school, no 

m a tte r how  sm all th e  town, 

a school lib ra ry . Some books 

and m agazines th e  ch ild ren  

m ay take  hom e, some they 

read  a t school. Som etim es 
th e  lib ra ry  is open  ou t of 

school hours. In  one citv 

th e re  w ere six h u n d red  

ch ild ren  in  th e  elem entary  

school and ten  thousand  

books in  its lib ra ry . In  a 
separa te  room  was th e  collec

tio n  for th e  teachers —  ha lf
D in n e r se rv ed  in  th e  sun room  of a  g ir ls ’ c o u n try  pleasure books and  h a lf  ped- 

se ttlem en t.
agogical.

“Y ou m ustn ’t  th in k  th is  is a ll th e  pedagogy books we have,” they  

carefu lly  exp la ined  to  m e, p o in ting  to  shelves h a lf em pty , “th e  

o thers th e  teachers take  hom e.”

I  asked if any of o u r classics fo r ch ild ren  are know n in P oland .

“Yes, indeed. H uckleberry  F inn  and  Tom  Saw yer  and  K ip ling 's  

an im als and  L ittle  W om en  and th e  L ittle  L ord  —  w hat is it  you 

call h im ? L ittle  L ord  F aun tleroy  —  all these and  m ore  we have in 

tran sla tio n , and  exceedingly p o p u la r they  are. See, these copies 

are  as w orn as B row nie Scouts  and  Pan T w ardow ski and  Pan Ta- 

deusz. I  w ish we could  afford  m ore dup lica te  copies.”

T here  are  some schools in  P o land , n o t new if you count by years, 

b u t p rac tica lly  new — th e  W arsaw Poly technic , fo r instance, w hich 

was b u ilt  w ith  m oney th e  Poles subscribed fo r a p resen t to  a Rus

sian czar, on one of h is in freq u en t visits. I t  used to  be a tho rough ly  

R ussian school, so th a t  few Poles w ere w illing  to  send th e ir  sons or
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daugh ters there . Now it ’s as tho ro u g h ly  a P olish  school and  has 

m ore th a n  fo u r th o u san d  students.

A sim ilar school is Snopkow , n ear Lwow, w hich opened its doois 

in  1913, offering  dom estic science tra in in g  to  girls who w an ted  1 0  

teach  it. T he  nex t year the b u ild ing  was tak en  over for a m ilita ry  

hosp ita l, and  w hen it  was once m ore availab le as a girls school it 

was necessary to  s ta rt anew, a t th e  very bottom . I t  gives a three- 

year course th a t  includes sewing, cooking, gardening , lau n d ry  

th e  m ost th o rough  tra in in g  I saw in  P o land . Snopkow  supplies 

th e  teachers fo r th e  ag ricu ltu ra l schools for peasan t girls, and  for 

dom estic science classes.

Of th e  b ra n d  new schools in  P o land , th ree  in terested  m e 

especially. A long rid e  on th e  tram  from  W arsaw took m e to  Bie- 

lany  and  the  In s titu te  fo r Physical T ra in ing . T he bu ild ings are

a ll n ew __ specially  p lan n ed  fo r th is, and  are  very a ttractive, w ith

th e ir w hite w alls and  yellow tow er, and  trees w herever you look. 

T he grounds are large —- a h u n d red  and  fifty  acres, so m uch  space 

th a t the  d iffe ren t sports a ren ’t  crow ded in  together.

T he g irls  from  a  “ p an stw o w e” gymnasium in W arsaw  live  h e re  d u rin g  th e ir  w eeks in th e  c o u n try .
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H ere are tra in ed  

the  teachers fo r the  

schools and  fo r the 

arm y. T he students, 

young m en and young 

wom en, stay fo r two 

years and m ust live 

a t the  In stitu te . T hey 
have only the  shortest 

vacations, as they  

spend five weeks on 

a lake  n ea r W ilno at 

a sum m er cam p, and 

a m onth  in  the  m oun 

ta in s in  th e  w inter.

Y ou h e a r people 

say som etim es th a t 
lack of cooperation  

is characteristic  of 
n early  a ll Poles. Bie- 

lany  is an  exam ple to 

the contrary . H ere two 

M inistries are  work-
A t th e  In s ti tu te  fo r P h y s ica l T ra in in g  in  B ie lany , P o lan d  ing  together, sh a rin '' 

tra in s  th e  te a c h e rs  fo r th e  sch o o ls  an d  th e  arm v. ,« ,
the  very m o d e r n

eq u ip m en t of fou r gym nasium s, ru n n in g  track , labo ra to ries and 

lib ra ry . T here  is besides close cooperation  w ith  th e  U niversity  of 

W arsaw  w hich sends some students h ere  fo r research.

O n m y way east from  Poznan  I  s topped  over a tra in  a t G niezno 

and  w ent ou t to a village called  D alki to  see th e  peasants’ u n i

versity  —  th e  firs t of its k in d  in  P o land . A lready  it  has two off

shoots and  m ore  are  p lanned  for. I t  is fran k ly  m odeled  on the  

fam ous peasan t un iversities in  D enm ark. I ts  aim  is to  aw aken the  

sp ir it of th e  peasants and  en large th e ir  horizon.

F ifty  a t a tim e, th ey  come to D alki fo r a stay of five m o n ths; 

girls in  th e  sum m er, boys in  th e  w inter. M ore th a n  fifty  w ould  

destroy  th e  th in g  th e  d irec to r ho lds m ost d ear —  th a t  th ey  live 

th e re  to g e th er as in  a b ig  fam ily , no t as in  an  in stitu tion . T he
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b u ild in g  itself, o rig inally  th e  m anor house of a sm all estate, looks 

like  a hom e.
T he w ork  is done no t by  lectures, b u t b y  in fo rm al talks. Books 

are  a side issue —  th ough  p len ty  of read ing  is suggested w hich 

these young peop le  can do on th e ir  re tu rn  hom e. E ach  day th ey  

have seven talks. T hey  lis ten  and  ask questions, w ork  in  th e  garden, 

have tea  together, th e  th ree  m asters and  th e  students always shar

ing every activity.
Now an d  th e n  some p u p il a t th is  unusual un iversity  is roused, 

s tim u la ted  to  w ant m ore education , goes on to  a gym nasium  and  

becom es a teach e r; b u t these are  th e  exception. R a th e r th e  aim  is 

to  send th em  back  to  th e ir  village hom es, aw akened to  a new  life ; 

to  m ake th em  good Poles, good C hristians, good citizens.

“T he best p roo f th a t we’re  accom plishing som ething of these 

aim s,” said th e  d irec to r w hen  I  was alm ost ready  to  leave D alki, 

“ is th e  en thusiastic  le tte rs  th a t  com e to  m e from  m y old  students. 

Can’t  you stay a q u a rte r  of an  h o u r  and  le t m e tran sla te  parag rap h s 

to  y o u ?”

Of course I  stayed —  and  h ad  to  ru n  fo r m y tra in .

B u t of all th e  schools I  saw in  P o land , th e  m ost unusual was Ryd- 

zyna, a hoard in g  school fo r boys, n o t fa r  from  Leszno w hich  is 

a few hours from  Poznan. Its  story was like  a lesson in  Polish  

h istory .
In  th e  reign of S tanislas A ugust, th e  last k ing  of P o land , the  

ow ner of th is  g reat estate of thousands of acres of rich  farm ing  

lands and rich  forest lands m ade a w ill saying th a t if h is fam ily  

d ied  out, th e  p ro p e rty  should  go to  th e  N ational Com m ission of 

E duca tion  —  you rem em ber th a t  P o lan d  was th e  firs t coun try  in  

E u ro p e  to  have such a com m ission? B u t P rin ce  Sulkow ski h ad  sons 

and grandsons —  some of th em  m ade h isto ry  —  who in h erited  

R ydzyna and  th e  fam ily  showed no in ten tio n  of dying ou t t i l l  th e  

early  years of th is  century .
I  th in k  i t  was abou t 1908 o r 1910 w hen th e  last Sulkow ski died  

and  th e  G erm ans p ro m p tly  claim ed th e  w hole estate, saying th e  

E duca tio n a l Com m ission fo r P o lan d  was th en  in  G erm an  hands. 

D istan t re la tives th rea ten ed  to  b rin g  su it to  claim  th is  p ro p erty , in  

o rd e r to  keep it  for th e  Poles. T he m a tte r  dragged along fo r some
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A c la ss  of y o u n g  w om en in one of th e  fo u r indoor g ym nasium s at B ielany.

A c la ss  of you n g  m en a t B ie lany . In  th e  b ackg round  th e  roo fed  h a ll th a t  p ro v id e s  sem i- 
o u td o o r space  fo r m any  team s on s to rm y  day s.



years befo re  it  was settled  and  in  1913 th e  G erm ans took possession. 

B efore they  h ad  tim e to  do m uch a t R ydzyna the  w ar b ro k e  ou t 

and  w ith  th e  A rm istice th e  p lace cam e in to  th e  possession of 

a really  P o lish  E duca tio n a l Com m ission —  so th e  w ill was carried  

out, a fte r all.
T here  stood th e  b eau tifu l rococo palace of th e  Sulkowskis. W hat 

to  do w ith  it?  How best use th e  g rea t estate to  serve th e  cause 

of m odern  education?  M any w ere th e  suggestions offered . A t 

last i t  was decided to  m ake R ydzyna an  experim en ta l school for 

hoys.
I  spent a day and  a h a lf  th e re , having m y m eals w ith  th e  

h u n d red  and  tw enty  boys, w atching th em  a t a th le tics and  in  th e  

w orkshops and classrooms, ta lk in g  w ith  th e  d irec to r and  h is staff. 

T h e ir  firs t class has g raduated  and  has h a d  one year in  d iffe ren t 

un iversities; de ta iled  rep o rts  abou t th e ir  w ork m ake R ydzyna feel 

th a t th e ir  experim en t is a success. A nd I  h ea rtily  echoed th is  

opinion.
O f course a castle w ith  eighty-tw o room s, p lan n ed  as a p rin ce  s 

residence, fo r h is  fam ily  and  m any guests and  re ta iners, w asn’t 

w ell p lan n ed  fo r a school. I t  seem ed incongruous to  see th e  great 

salons, th e  ballroom , w ith  o ld  frescoes and e labo ra te  stucco decora

tion , used now  as dorm ito ries and  e lectrical shop and  gym nasium  

and  school lib ra ry .
M ore th a n  in  any school I  saw in  P o lan d , m uch  responsib ility  is 

p u t on th e  boys. W hatever a la d ’s task  m ay b e  —  po lish ing  shoes, 

m ak ing  beds, cleaning th e  w ash basins o r tidy ing  a dorm ito ry , 

serving a t th e  tab le  —  th e  boys them selves check u p  to  see how 

w ell he’s done it. T h e  aim  a t R ydzyna is to  m ake h im  feel always, 

“ T h is m ust be  w ell done —  because I  am  doing it.”

Less tim e  is given to  foreign languages th a n  in  m any P olish  

schools. T he boys lea rn  one, and  th a t thorough ly . B u t they  give 

an  unusual am ount of tim e to  science •—- th e  keynote  to  m odern  

life , said  th e  d irecto r. V ery p ro u d ly  h e  showed m e several 

e lectrical m achines th e  boys h a d  m ade.
H ere is R ydzyna’s schedule fo r a day —  th is  was in  O ctober; an 

h o u r la te r  in  w in te r —■
up  at 6; exercises, w ashing, dressing, p rayers 

6:35 —  7:20 class
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T he new  bu ild ing  of th e  H igh School of Com m erce in  a  su b u rb  of W arsaw .

five m inu tes to  wash th e ir  h an d s; 7:25 —  7:45 b reak fast 

th e n  tw o classes, forty-five m inu tes each ; 9:20 —  9:45 second 

b reakfast, dorm ito ries in  o rd er

th ree  m ore  classes (th e  last is a study  perio d  on some days), five 

m inu tes to  w ash th e ir  hands, 12:15 —  12:40 d in n er 

12:40 —- 1:30 free tim e

1:30 —  2:45 ath le tics —  th e  w hole school, a ll a t one tim e ; w ith  

grounds of m ore th a n  a h u n d re d  acres, th e re ’s p len ty  of space for 

a ll k inds of sports, fo r team  afte r team .

2:45 — 3:10 b a th e  and  dress 

3 :1 0 — 3:25 a fternoon  tea  

3:25 —  5:55 study

five m inu tes to  w ash th e ir  hands, 6 —  6:20 sup p er 

tw o hours of free  tim e

8:20 — 8:55 boots cleaned, prayers, ligh ts  o u t; n ine  hours’ sleep. 

T he un iq u e  item  of th is  schedule is th e  free tim e  in  th e  evening-— 

two fu ll hours. T he boys read , w rite  le tters, ta lk  together, o r —  and  

th is th ey ’re encouraged to  do — go in to  th e  w orkshops. Physics
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T his do rm ito ry  h o u se s  tw o th o u san d  s tu d e n ts  of th e  U n iv e rs ity  of W arsaw  — th e  la rg e s t 
d o rm ito ry  in  th e  w orld. The s tu d e n ts  th e m se lv e s  h e lp ed  in its  bu ild ing , each  g iv ing  a h u n d red

and  s ix ty  h o u rs  of w ork.

and  chem istry  labo ra to ries, th e  w oodw orking room , th e  electrical 

shop have th e  m ost m odern  of eq u ip m en t; no th o u g h t of econom iz

ing  here. These room s are  un locked , w ith  one exception  —  th e  

room  w here th e  m ost pow erfu l e lectrical m achines a re  set up , 

m achines w hich  a careless lad  m igh t in ju re , o r w hich  m igh t in ju re  

him . In  these w orkshops th e  boys are free  to  do w hatever they  

like.
One tang ib le  re su lt has a lready  com e from  th is  policy  —  a boy 

w ho’d  never show n any  b e n t fo r science becam e in terested  in  

physics and  th ough  lie’s still an  u n d erg rad u a te  in  th e  university , 

a F rench  m agazine fo r research  in  physics has p u b lished  th ree  of 

h is papers.
“D on’t  some boys spend  th e ir  precious free  tim e  a t sports -  

p ractising  fo r baskets in  basket ba ll, for ex a m p le ! ’ I  inqu ired .

“No. W ith  an  h o u r  and  a q u a rte r  of strenuous a th le tics req u ired  

of every boy, every single day, th ey  get p len ty  of it. Sports have 

no a ttrac tio n  fo r th e ir  free tim e. I t ’s th e  shops th a t  are  crow ded. ’
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I begged th e  d irec to r to  s ta rt a s im ilar school fo r girls, and  

o thers like  i t  fo r boys, so th a t  P o lan d  w ould  have m any tim es 

a- h u n d red  and  tw enty  young peop le  getting  such a tra in ing . 

However, I ’d  be  th e  firs t to  agree th a t  no t all schools should  im ita te  

Rydzyna. I t  is ra th e r  fo r th e  exceptional boy, no t fo r th e  average. 

Its  g raduates should  be leaders in  w hatever w ork th ey  tak e  up.

E ducato rs in  m any countries agree th a t schools should  pay  m ore  

a tten tio n  to  th e  exceptional ch ild , fo r w hat th e  w orld  needs today  

is leadersh ip . R elying on q u a lity  ra th e r  th a n  q u an tity , R ydzyna 

is tu rn in g  ou t some of th e  fu tu re  leaders of P oland .
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R O A D SR A I L R O A D S  A N D

W h e n  the  new P o land  began, th e  ra ilroads —  always a yardstick  

fo r  m easuring  progress in  a coun try  —  w ere in  a dep lo rab le  state. 

E very  arm y was an  enem y in  one p a r t  o r ano ther, and  d id  w hat 

dam age it could.

B ridges were down —  m ore th an  two thousand  of them . In  the  

eastern  p a r t  of P o lan d , fou r ou t of five bridges w ere destroyed. 

T hese h ad  to  be  re b u ilt befo re  tra in s  could  ru n  a t all. P o lan d  is 

s till m ak ing  bridges, rein fo rcing  w eak ones o r  p u ttin g  in  new  ones 

to  m eet th e  heav ier tra in s and  engines of today. I t ’s one of th e  first 

coun tries in  E u ro p e  to  w eld bridges.

R ailroad  stations h ad  to  be  b u ilt  too. In  th e  east of P o land  

m ore  th a n  h a lf  th e  stations w ere in  ruins. F irs t of all, these w ere 

rep laced ; th e n  new bu ild ings p u t up  w here needed.

W hat a ttrac tive  stations they  are! A nd very P o lish , w ith  th e ir  

b ro k en  roof lines, h e re  a “P o lish  a ttic ,” th e re  a gable w ith  steps, 

th a t  m igh t have been  copied  from  some K rakow  church . O ften 

th e  sta tion  m aste r has an  ap a rtm en t in  th e  bu ild ing , m ark ed  by 

cu rta in s  a t th e  w indow s and flow er boxes. I t ’s p leasan t to  look out 

w hen your tra in  stops —  th e  stations are so clean and  tidy.

To A m erican eyes they  seem very large. T here  are  two, aften  

th ree  w aiting  room s, th ree  restau ran ts  —  fo r travelers third-class, 

lik e  those of firs t and  second, m ust have th e ir  tea  and  rolls, or 

som eth ing  m ore, w hile  w aiting  fo r th e ir  tra ins. First-class, second- 

class and  th ird-class windows w here you buy  your tickets. In  th e  

la rg e r stations, special w indow s fo r express tra in  tickets. Yes, a 

P olish  sta tion  needs to  he big.

61



T he cen tra l sta

tion  w hich is now 

being b u ilt  in  

W arsaw  w ill be a 

m arvel —- a ttrac 

tive in  a rch itec 

tu re , w ith  long, 

s tra ig h t lines, and 

most conveniently  

arranged.

B u t fo r trav e l

ers, stations are 

less i m p o r t a n t
M any b rid g es  in P o land  a re  b u ilt w ith  ic e -b reak ers  — trian g u la r

dev ices  to  p ro te c t th e  p ie rs . tliail th e  tra in s
them selves. P o l

and  began w ith  alm ost no ro lling  stock and  w hat little  she h ad  was 

in  b ad  shape, fo r d u ring  th e  w ar w orkshops too w ere dam aged 

and  n o th ing  was repa ired . H alf th e  engines and  a th ird  of the  

passenger coaches w ere unusable. I t  was necessary to  begin  a t the  

beginning.

A h u n d re d  and  fifty  locom otives w ere o rdered  from  A m erica, 

and  som e fre ig h t cars. Today th ree  P o lish  firm s are  m ak ing  loco

m otives and  passenger coaches and  fre ig h t cars, and  m aking  them  

so w ell th a t they 

have an  enviable 

rep u ta tio n  in  E u 

rope.

“ W e’re  always 

deligh ted ,” said 

some A m erican 

friends who jo u r

ney often  in 

F rance, “w hen we 

can fin d  places in 

a P o lish  coach.

T h  e y’ r  e m uch 

m ore com fortable 

th an  any o th e rs !”
T he b ridge  a t Ja rem cze  w as one o f th e  five th o u san d  th a t  had  

to  be re b u ilt a f te r  th e  w ar.
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R ailroad  s ta tio n s  a re  la rg e  in P o land , even  in sm all tow ns, fo r th e y  m u s t h a v e  firs t-seco n d - 
th ird  c la ss  of e v e ry th in g  — tick e t offices, w a itin g  room , re s ta u ra n t .

“Y ou are  English , sir —  o r A m erican ?” p o rte rs  in  several G erm an 

stations w ould often  question  an acquain tance. “ T hen  we’ll see 

if th e re ’s room  in  a P o lish  wagon. B o th  E nglish  and A m erican 

gentlem en p re fe r them . Come th is  way, sir.”

F o u r E uropean  countries have purchased  P o lish  locom otives in  

th e  last few years, and  two of them  have reordered . W hat a contrast 
to 1919!

Of course I  don’t  consider P o lish  tra in  service as good as in  A m er

ica o r in  E ngland. T here  is no dem and fo r de luxe tra in s, w ith 

expensive ex tra  fares, such as th e  fast tra in s  betw een Chicago and 

New Y ork. T h ere ’s no call fo r such service as th e  non-stop tra in  

th a t whisks you from  London to E d inburgh . R a th er, com pare Polish 

tra in s  w ith  those in  o th e r countries of cen tra l E urope.

T he carriages a re  com fortable. T hey  a re  clean. A ccidents are  

very ra re  indeed. Best of all, tra in s  are  seldom  late. Y ou can 
depend  on a rriv ing  on schedule tim e. Local tra in s  are  slow, it’s 

true , h u t th e  average speed for express tra in s  is forty-five m iles an 

hour.

In  th e  beg inning  P o lan d ’s task  was to  get some tra in s  runn ing . 

Now she has u n d ertak en  im provem ents in  th e  service. E lec tric  

signals have been  insta lled  on m any lines and th is  is being  extended. 

T he m ain  sta tion  in  W arsaw is now connected by a tu nne l w ith  one
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across th e  V istula. 

F aste r f r e i g h t  

tra in s  w ill be pos

sible w hen all cars 

are prov ided  with 

th e  W estinghouse 

b rakes w hich  have 

been o rdered . T he 

vicin ity  of W arsaw 

is being e lec trified ; 

w hen these con

trac ts  a r e  fin 

ished — in  1937 — 

no coalbu rn ing  en 

gines w ill ru n  into 

th e  city. A new device now being  in sta lled  in  th e  fireboxes of lo 

com otives w ill save ten  p ercen t of th e  coal bill.

F ast m o to r tra in s  of th e  new to rpedo  ty p e  are  ru n n in g  from  W ar

saw to Lodz and  from  W arsaw  to G dynia. E xpress tra in  schedules 

are alm ost ha lved  —  an h o u r  and  tw enty-eight m inu tes to  Lodz, 

instead  of two hours and  fo rty  m inu tes; w here th e  fast tra in  to 

G dynia takes seven hours and  forty  m inutes, you can go by a m otor 
tra in  in  ju s t over fou r hours.

T h ere ’ll be m ore  of these tra in s : from  P oznan  to  W arsaw and  to 

G dynia and  to  K atow ice; from  K atow ice to  th e  cap ita l and  to 

K rakow ; from  K rakow  to Z akopane and  to W arsaw.

M ost im p o rtan t of a ll sh o rte r rou tes are be ing  bu ilt. To ap 

p rec ia te  a ll th a t  m eans, you m ust know  som ething of P o lan d ’s h is

to ry  d u rin g  th e  n in e teen th  century . D ivided in to  th ree  parts , 

th e re  w ere th ree  ra ilro ad  systems w hich h ad  absolutely  no con

nection  w ith  each o ther. A t some fro n tie r stations th ere  w ere no 

connecting  links and  travelers took them selves and  th e ir  luggage 

across as best they  could. A n E nglishw om an, crossing from  A ustrian  

P o lan d  in to  R ussian P o lan d  as la te  as 1912, w rote in  h e r  book 

a de ta iled  account of h e r  experiences; ju s t read ing  i t  m ade m e 

w onder w hy any one ever w ent to P o la n d !

T here  w ere some d irec t lines, it’s tru e  —  th e  G erm ans h ad  one 

from  Poznan  to  B e rlin ; th e  A ustrians h ad  one from  K rakow  to

M any of th e  new  ra ilro ad  s ta tio n s  a re  P o lish  in a rch ite c tu re . Note 
th e  b u ttr e s s e s  and  th e  “ P o lish  a tt ic ”  in th is  one a t Radziw illow .
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V ienna, you m igh t say even from  Lwow to V ienna ; and  th e  Rus

sians h ad  one from  W arsaw  to  St. P etersburg . B u t from  W arsaw 

to  Poznan , from  th e  cap ita l to  K rakow  tra in s  w ent a ll th e  way 
ro u n d  R obin  H ood’s b a rn  and back again.

O n m y firs t v isit to  P o lan d  in  1929 I  w ould  look a t th e  m ap , see 

how  sho rt th e  d istance was as th e  crow flies, and  th e n  spend  hours 
and  h ours on th e  tra in , going several tim es a round  tw o sides of 

a triang le . B u t even th en  I  saw th e  beginnings of th e  first of 

P o lan d ’s new  sho rt lines —  a d irec t road , w ith  double  track , from  

K atow ice to  G dynia. Now coal is tak en  r ig h t from  th e  m ines to  the  

docks in  th e  p o rt, w ith  no t an  ex tra  k ilo m eter of jou rn ey , w ith  no 

delays, w ith  no h an d lin g  i t’s tip p e d  in to  th e  h o ld  of a w aiting  ship.

T he schedule of th e  express tra in s  from  K rakow  to W arsaw  has 

been  cu t an hour. T here’s a d irec t line  from  th e  cap ita l to  Poznan, 

saving a couple of hours. In  th e  n o rth  th e  b u ild in g  of one lin k  

w ill b rin g  W ilno a h u n d red  k ilom eters n ea re r th e  po rts  on the  
V istu la  —  im p o rtan t fo r th e  sh ipp ing  of tim ber.

“W e’d like  to  go ahead  even faster w ith  these new lines,” said an

T he m ain  s ta tio n  in W arsaw , now  u n d e r co n stru c tio n , w ill h av e  all th e  tra ck s  u n d e rg ro u n d , 
a s tre tc h  of park , and  a  h o te l — th e  tow er bu ild ing  in th e  cen ter .
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T his P o lish  locom otive, d e sig n ed  fo r m o u n ta in  d is tr ic ts , can 
p u ll a tra in  of e ig h teen  cars.

o f f i c i a l  whose 

staff m akes 'the 

p lans, “b u t G dy

n ia  keeps us all 
busy. T he p o rt 

is constantly  ask

ing fo r m o r e  

tracks as new b a 

sins and  n e w  

docks are  com 

pleted . I t ’s qu ite  

i m p o s s i b l e  to  

keep up  w i t h  

G dyn ia!”

If  you’re tr a 

veling only to  th e  large cities in  P o land , you can go everyw here by 

a irp lane . T here  is reg u la r service from  W arsaw in every d irec tion— 

to G dynia, to  W ilno, to  K rakow  and  V ienna, to  Lwow and  on to  
B ucarest, tu  K atow ice, to  Poznan and  B erlin . P o lish  p ilo ts m ust 

serve a long ap p ren tice sh ip ; perh ap s th a t explains th e  sta tem ent 

of w hich every one’s so p ro u d  — th a t th e re ’s never been a serious 

accident w ith  civ ilian  passenger planes.

T he tickets fo r fly ing cost as m uch as second-class on th e  tra in , 

w ith  th ir ty  - p e r 

cen t off on your 

re tu rn  ticket. No 

excuse fo r not 

using a irp lanes in 

P oland .

T here  are  some 

in teresting  com 

b inations offered 
—  for instance, 

you can go from  

W arsaw  to  Z ako

pane by  a ir  and 

m o to r t r a i n  in
W in te r is in som e y e a rs  a d ifficu lt tim e fo r th e  ra ilro ad s , 

less tn a n  I 1 V e With snow  so deep  th a t  ev en  th e  snow  plow  m ust be rescued .
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A fa s t m o to r tra in , of th e  new  to rpedo  type , p a ss in g  a fa c to ry  in L6d±.

hours, and  th is  allows an  h o u r fo r changing from  th e  fly ing  fie ld  to 

th e  ra ilro ad  sta tion  in  K rakow . (T he  tra in  takes over ten  hours.)

F o r th e  mass of th e  peop le  th e re ’s an o th er m ethod  of com m uni

cation  th a t’s becom e very p o p u la r in  P o lan d  —  th e  m o to r bus. 

W h at used to  be iso lated  villages in  rem ote d istric ts now  have th is 

connection  w ith  the  ou tside w orld. In  m any towns it’s com plem en

ta ry  to  the  tra in  service. In  L ub lin  I  counted  th irty -tw o d iffe ren t 

bus lines, s ta rting  from  a square n ea r th e  cen ter of th e  city. Y ou can 

go alm ost anyw here by bus.

Som etim es th e re  m ay be only one bus each way in  a w hole day. 

P e rh ap s  th e  hours a re  inconvenien t —• th ey ’re  p lan n ed  n o t fo r 

tourists, b u t fo r peasants going to  m ark e t o r to  w ork. F o r th e  Poles 

i t  m eans enorm ous progress to  have such service. B u t I  w arn  you— 

you m ust go very early  to  get a seat in  th e  bus.

No m a tte r  if it  was crow ded, if som etim es it was sm elly, w ith  not 

a w indow  open, m y fellow  passengers on th e  m o to r bus w ere a l

ways in teresting . T hey w ere lad en  w ith  all sorts of im ped im en ta  

th ings th ey  w ere tak ing  to  th e  tow n to  sell, th ings th ey ’d b o ugh t in  

c ity  shops, o ften  tied  in to  a b ig  square of c lo th  and  carried  on th e ir
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An au tom obile  ro ad  on th e  p e n in su la  of Hel, jo in ing  H allerow o to  J a s trz e b ia  Gora.

backs — a cross-section of village and  peasan t life. Going by  m otor 

bus was slow, b u t  — I  w ouldn’t  liave m issed it.

T eleg raph  and  te lephone  service —  they  go to g e th er always in  

P o lan d  —  w ere greatly  c rip p led  in  th e  w ar. W ork  began im 

m edia te ly  and  these services w ere qu ick ly  resto red  —  and  th en  

greatly  extended. A ll th e  la rg e r cities have d ial telephones. Such 

expensive ap p a ra tu s  isn’t  necessary in  sm all towns and  in  th e  

villages. B u t nobody in  a ll P o lan d  needs to  live in  iso lation  today  —  

scarcely a tin y  village b u t  has te leg rap h  and  te lep h o n e  service fo r 

some hours each day. N ot expensive either.
H ow ever, w hile  P o lan d  has accom plished such w onders in  p u t

tin g  h e r  ra ilroads on th e ir  feet, in  estab lish ing  a irp lan e  and  m otor 

bus service, in  m ak ing  th e  te leg rap h  and  te lephone av a ilab le  every

w here, th e re ’s one m eans of com m unication  no one’s very p ro u d  

of —  e ith e r  Poles o r v isitors from  ab ro ad  —  and  th a t  is th e  roads. 

A sked in  1918 w h a t was th e  coun try ’s greatest need, m any Poles 

w ould  have answ ered, Schools! Today those sam e peop le  w ould, 

I th in k , agree on th e ir  rep ly  and  say, Roads!

P a r t  of th e  p rob lem  is a geographical one. T h e  roads a re  very 

dusty in  sum m er, deep in  m ud  in  th e  ra in y  season in  au tu m n  and 

spring, and  often  nearly  im passable in  w inter. T he long and  very 

severe cold m akes concrete roads im practica l. T h ere  are  only th ree  

q uarries y ield ing  stone fo r road  b u ild ing , a ll n ear th e  sou thern  

fro n tie r ; th e  rest of th e  coun try  has no good road  m ateria l.
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T here  w ere so m any th ings clam oring to  be  done, and  a lim ited  

sum  of m oney available, to  say n o th in g  of currency  dep rec ia tion  and 

econom ic d ifficulties, so th a t  P o lan d ’s roads have im proved  slowly. 

B u t some im provem ent th e re  is —  I no ticed  th e  new roads and 

com pared  th em  w ith  w hat I  saw in  1929. A nd now, in  sp ite  of the  

crisis, a cam paign  fo r  good roads is u n d e r way, w ith  a League for 

Good RoQtls w hich  is financed  by  m any p riv a te  subscrip tions and  

by th e  state.
In  W olynia th e  starosta m o to red  m e ou t in to  th e  coun try  to  see 

th e  h ig h ro ad  h e ’s bu ild in g  from  L uck to  Lwow. In  section a fte r 

section of P o lan d  I  saw new bridges and  new roads being  b u ilt  —  

som etim es by  groups of unem ployed  young m en w ho are  u n d e r the  

charge of arm y officers. P e rh ap s  in  P o lan d , as in  o th e r countries, 

new roads w ill prove to  be one of th e  few constructive resu lts of th e  

econom ic crisis, an  ill w ind blow ing nobody good.
Poles are  excellent engineers and  know  how  to b u ild  good roads. 

T h a t’s p roved  in  th e  T a tras w here roads are tru ly  d ifficu lt. 

T h ere ’s a sp lend id  road  from  K rakow  to Z akopane, and  from  Za-

P o land  h a s  ad o p ted  th e  m o to r-bus  w ith  g re a t e n th u siasm . Iso la te d  v illag e s  now  h a v e  re g u la r  
com m unica tion  w ith  th e  o u ts id e  w orld .
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kopane  up  and  up  in to  th e  m oun ta in s to  th e  b eau tifu l lake, Mor- 
skie Oko.

The finest m otoring  road  I  ever saw, anyw here in  th e  w orld , was 

a stre tch  of a spha lt, fifty  k ilom eters long w ith  only two crossroads; 

and  th is  was in  P o lan d ! M y host was driv ing  h im self th a t day. 
I  cou ldn’t  b lam e h im  for speeding up.

Good roads w ill com e in  P o lan d  —  in  tim e. A beg inn ing  has 
been m ade.

P o les  a re  e x ce lle n t en g in e e rs  and  know  how  to  b u ild  d ifficu lt ro a d s  in  th e  m o un ta in s . 
T his one, from  W oroch ta  to Zabie, ru n s  th ro u g h  th e  H ucul co u n try .
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S P O R T S

44 W  hen  1 began m y career,” said an  o lder m an , “ I  lea rned  th a t 

m y chief h ad  sent in  a re p o rt on m y firs t th ree  m on ths’ w ork. I t  

read  som ething lik e  th is : ‘H. is an  excellent engineer and  a good 
organizer. T he m en like w ork ing  u n d e r h im . B u t —  he’s n o t at 

a ll serious tow ard  h is w ork. H e plays tenn is every evening!’

“ T h a t’s typ ica l,” he  w ent on, “of o u r fo rm er a ttitu d e  to  sports in 

P o land . B u t i t ’s no t typ ica l of today. One of th e  greatest changes 

th a t  has come abou t since th e  w ar, a change affecting  every class of 

society, is th e  new  in te rest in  a th letics.”

F orm erly  games w ere lim ited  to  th e  u p p e r  class. A ll th e  great 

coun try  houses h ad  tenn is courts. R id ing  and  h u n tin g  w ere p o p u la r 

w ith  th e  m en. Skating, sk iing  in  th e  m ountains, row ing —  a little . 

B u t sports fo r every one, w ith  inter-school and  in ter-city  contests, 

w ith  Poles going in  fo r in te rn a tio n a l com petitions —  th a t’s 

en tire ly  new.
T he Com m ission of N ational E ducation  recom m ended th a t  every 

school p rogram  should  inc lude  physical tra in ing . A cen tu ry  and  

a h a lf  la te r  P o land  began carry ing  ou t th a t  p lan . C h ild ren  in  the  

elem entary  schools have six half-hou rs a week. E very new school- 

house has a gym nasium . M ore th a n  once I  saw girls in  convents 

p lay ing  volley b a ll and  basket ball.
“T he girls insist on having a th letics,” th e  n u n  said, h a lf  apologet

ically. “We wish we could  give m ore space fo r ou td o o r games, b u t 

we can’t  m ake th e  garden larger, here  in  the  cen ter of th e  city .” 

B efore th e  w ar P russian  and  R ussian officials looked a t a th le tics 

w ith  suspicious eyes and  d id  all they  could  to  p revent th e ir  norm al 

grow th. W hat little  h ad  been accom plished was destroyed du ring  six
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T he m ost p o p u la r gam e in P o land  is foo tba ll. In  in te rn a tio n a l m a tch es  P o lish  team s h av e

won n in e  tim es.

T he P re s id e n t of P o land  aw ard s  th e  p rizes  a t W arsaw ’s ten -d ay  h o rse  show , h e ld  each  
J u n e  in b eau tifu l L azienki Park.
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■ T ru m p e ters  on  w h ite  h o rs e s  an n o u n ced  th e  a rriv a l of th e  P re s id e n t of P o land .

The Lazienlii h o rse  show  offers  p rizes  fo r w om en r id e rs  too.
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years of fighting . Im p o rtan t 

as sports w ere, th e  rehorn  

sta te  h ad  m any o th e r m atters 

of still g rea ter im portance. 

N ot u n til 1925 could P o land  

beg in  a cam paign. B o th  ci

vilians and  arm y officers 

understood  how im p o rtan t 

physical fitness was to  th e  

nation . W hat p lan  w ould 

b ring  organized sports w ith in  

reach  of all th e  peop le?  

How m ake them  p o p u la r?

T here  was lack  of every

th ing  —  of instructors, of 

p lay ing  grounds an d  d rill 

halls, of sw im m ing pools 

and runn in g  tracks. T he Bie- 

lany  school was b u ilt  to 

provide tho rough ly  tra in ed  

teachers —  for schools and  

universities, fo r a th le tic  clubs 

and  fo r th e  arm y. A state 

office fo r physical tra in in g  
was organized, w ith  a b ran ch  in  every d istric t of P o land . Soon it  was 

easy, w ith  good cooperation  from  schools and  city  au tho rities, to 

o ffer courses for cap tains of team s and  to  foster com petitions.

T he state office helps P o lish  clubs organize n a tio n a l m atches. 

I t  he lps arrange  in te rn a tio n a l m atches in  P o land , and  help s  team s 

going ab road  to rep resen t P o lan d  a t O lym pic Gam es and  o th e r 

contests. M ore th a n  h a lf a m illion  Poles w ere soon reg istered  in  

various sports, as a resu lt of th is  effic ien t organizing, and  th e  n u m 

b e r  is constan tly  increasing. A t every com petition  th e re ’s a large 

and en thusiastic  crow d of spectators. Large tow ns and  sm all have 

b u ilt  stadium s —  m ore th a n  six h u n d re d  a ltogether. O ver and  over 
I  was tak en  to  see them .

T he m ost p o p u la r  gam e is foo tball. I t  has m any clubs w ith  
a to ta l m em bersh ip  of m ore th a n  a h u n d red  thousand , and  perh ap s

M iss Jad w ig a  W eissdw na of L6d£ h a s  fou r tim es 
low ered  th e  w orld  reco rd  fo r d iscu s  th row ing .
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th a t  m any  m ore p lay  

independen tly . A ustria ,

H ungary , C zech o slo v a 

k ia  and  P o land  com pet

ed  fo r th e  A m ateu r Cup 

o f C entral E u rope  — 

an d  P o land  w on it. In  

in te rn a tio n a l m atches 

th e  Polish  team s have 

w on n ine  tim es.

In  cities large and 

sm all, in  little  towns 

th e re  are  m any tenn is 

courts. E ven th e  b ran d  

new G dynia has th e m ; 

th e  firs t ones belonged 

to  a p riva te  club, b u t the  

city  fa th e rs  gave a sum 

of m oney to  help  m ake 

them . Now p u b lic  courts 

are  u n d e r way.

“ W ould  you like  to 

drive  w ith us th is  a f te r 

noon? W e‘re going to  a 

tenn is to u rn am en t,“ said 
a country  house hostess.

“ Indeed  I  w ould,” I  rep lied  quickly.

“ I ’ve p layed  tennis,” she com m ented, “ since I  was abou t twelve. 

T h ere  was a cou rt a t each of ou r coun try  places. W e all p layed  —  

m y b ro th e rs  an d  sister, th e  E nglish  governess, m y uncles, a ll our 

friends. I t  was o u r one sport, aside from  rid in g  and a little  skating. 
W hen  we cam e here , I  jo in ed  th e  tenn is club —  a very sm all and 

exclusive club i t  was, in  a tow n of sixty thousand .

“B u t today  i t ’s tho ro u g h ly  dem ocratic. A few years ago th e  city 

o ffered  a generous sum of m oney to  im prove th e  courts and  m ake 

two new  ones, w ith  th e  cond ition  th a t everybody be allow ed to  p lay. 

Look at th e  group in  this nearest c o u r t : the girl serving is a ju d g e’s

T hough S tan is law a  W alasiew icz  (S te lla  W alsh ) h a s  a p 
p lied  fo r c itizen sh ip  in th e  U nited  S ta te s , sh e  w as s till 
P o lish  w h en  sh e  m ade a  new  w o rld  re c o rd  fo r the  
h u n d re d -m e te r race  and  rece iv ed  a go ld  m edal a t the  

O lym pic G am es a t Los A ngeles.
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a large estate  ow ner and  a sm all shopkeeper’s son. T h a t’s ty p ica l 

of sports in  o u r coun try  today. A m elting  po t o f society, lik e  the  

arm y, w here peop le  of all w alks of life  are  th row n  toge ther —  b u t 

w ith o u t com pulsion. Every  one’s in terested , everybody plays at 

som ething.

“A nd a ll these young people ,” she w ent on, “are  rea lly  in terested  

in tennis. Y ou don’t  see any flirting . T hey  don’t  use tenn is as an 

excuse fo r m eeting. They ta lk  abou t th e  to u rn am en t and  w ho’l l  

rep resen t o u r club n ex t w eek in  an  in ter-city  m atch , and  yesterday 's 

su rp rising  score m ade by  a new  m em ber.

“W hat’s tru e  of tenn is is tru e  of o th e r sports. T hey’ve cap tu red  

th e  p u b lic  in te rest —  and  they  keep it  too.”

Every  tow n on th e  V istu la lias row ing clubs and  very p o p u la r  

th ey  are. T h ere  are  a dozen o r m ore  a t W arsaw, w ith  a ttrac tiv e  

houses n ea r th e  P oniatow ski b rid g e ; houses th a t  a re  crow ded w ith  

guests on St. Jo h n ’s Eve w hen th e  riv er fete is he ld , w ith  processions 

of ligh ted  and  decorated  boats, w ith  firew orks, and  girls setting  

a floa t w reaths w ith  ligh ted  candles. T rad itio n  says th a t if th e  

w ea ther’s fa ir  and th e  candle b u rn s t i l l  th e  w reath  floats ashore, 

ih e  young m an  w ho picks it  u p  w ill m a rry  th e  g irl w ho m ade it.

A long w ith  th e  row ing clubs th e re  are  sw im m ing clubs too. B u t 

w ith  th e  n u m b er of sw im m ing pools recently  b u ilt  —  Lwow has 

no few er th a n  six —  Poles are  no longer dep en d en t on th e  V istu la  

and  sum m er w eather. A P o lish  team  ca rried  off th e  honors in  

a m atch  w ith  th e  Czechs and  lost to  th e  B elgians by  a narrow  

m argin.

E very year in  b eau tifu l L azienki P a rk  W arsaw  has a ten  days’ 

horseshow  w ith  contestan ts from  six o r  e ig h t o r ten  countries. 

T here  are  prizes fo r arm y rid e rs  and  fo r civilians, fo r w om en and  

fo r m en. T housand  of spectators w atch  these sp lend id  rid ers  and 

th r i l l  over th e  jum ping . In  such a b eau tifu l setting , these contests 

p rov ide  th e  social event of June.

O n th e  last a fternoon  th e  P resid en t of P o lan d  aw ards th e  prizes. 

H is com ing is announced  by  tru m p e te rs  m oun ted  on w hite  horses. 

T h e ir silver tru m p e ts  have rich  hangings of red  and  w hite. They 

p lay  a fan fare  as th e  po lice  c lear th e  way fo r th e  p resid en tia l m otor. 

L ike a m edieval pageant.
Team  by team , th e  riders ap p ear, stop before  th e  P residen t's



box, salu te  h im  w hile th e  b and  

plays th e ir  na tio n a l an them , and 

r id e  back. Over th e  hurd les, 

past th e  pool of w ater, a horse 

shies and  refuses to  tak e  the  

b a rre d  gate. H is r id e r  tu rn s  to 

try  again, b u t p recious m inutes 

are  lost, a be ll rings to  announce 

th e  lim it of h is tim e  —  out. 

T h e  n ex t m an  enters, has no 

tro u b le  a t th e  gate, b u t scores 

a fa u lt a t some o th e r hazard . 

T h e  spectators h o ld  th e ir  b re a th  

and  th en  ap p lau d  heartily .
P o land  ties one year w ith  

Ita ly . A gain w ith  th e  F rench  

team . Once i t  was th e  G erm ans 

w ho won. I  saw an A m erican 

r id e r  receive a p rize  —  fo r the 

h ighest in d iv idua l score.

The b e st sk ie rs  in  P o land  a re  th e  T a tra  m oun 
ta in e e rs , fo r th e  long  w in te rs  give am ple o ppor

tu n ity  fo r tra in ing .

Sk iing  is th e  m ost P o lish  sp o rt an d  lo n g  jum ps a re  p o p u la r w ith  th e  e x p erts .



T he best P olish  riders are  cavalry officers. They have a style of 

th e ir  own, a style th a t b rings results — no t only in  W arsaw, b u t in  

f1 ranee and Sw itzerland, in  London and New Y ork they  rode off 

w ith  prizes. E ighty-four firs t p rizes is th e ir  enviable record. Twice 
they  won in  th e  O lym pic Games.

In  1932 and  again  in  1934 —  th a t  one coun try  should  w in tw ice 

in  succession is m ost unusual! — P o land  won th e  G ordon-B ennett 

(.up  fo r ba lloon  flying and  th e  C hallenge com petition  fo r a irp lanes.

U ntil th e re  are b e tte r  roads, cycling w ill no t be one of P o lan d ’s 

strong  points. B u t in  sp ite  of th e  roads m ore  th a n  six h u n d red  

races are he ld  each year, and  two long-distance ones —• th e  race to  

th e  seacoast, a thousand  k ilom eters, and  a to u r of P o land  w hich 

counts u p  th ree  thousand  kilom eters. I  rem em ber m eeting  

contestants in  th a t last race, p ed d ling  up a steep h ill, looking h o t 
and  tire d  b u t en thusiastic . e.c/4 ?/i 'aic

Boxing for am ateurs is very p o p u la r  in  P o land . G erm any was 

considered th e  cham pion  of E urope. T he P o lish  team  was tw'ice 

defeated  b y  th e  G erm ans, tr ie d  once m ore and  won th e  v ictory.

G am es o f ice hockey , in te r-c ity  m a tc h es  an d  in te rn a tio n a l m a tch es , a t tra c t  la rg e  crow ds
of e n th u s ia s tic  sp ec ta to rs .
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Skiing  in  th e  m o u n ta in s  m ean s  one b eau tifu l lan d scap e  a f te r  a n o th e r.

H ungary  too was vanquished , and A ustria  and  Czecho-Slovakia. 

J here  s one professional Polish  hoxer, E dw ard  R an, who won th ree  
figh ts in  A m erica.

It was th e  Y. M. C. A., inv ited  to  P o land  w ith  th e  H a lle r arm y, 

th a t in troduced  basket b a ll and  volley ball and track  ath letics. All 

th ree  th e  Poles took up  w ith  en thusiasm , and  in  a sho rt tim e began 

to m ake w orld  records. T hey  h o ld  two in  run n in g  —  th ree  

k ilom eters and  fo u r m iles. Petk iew icz scored fo r P o land  in  th e  

O lym pic Gam es and  created  a sensation w hen he  ran  against N urm i, 

a race of th ree  k ilom eters in  W arsaw, and  won. K usocinski won on 

th e  tracks of seven countries, lost to  N u rm i in  a close race, b u t 

low ered his w orld record , th en  m ade a new O lym pic record  at Los 

Angeles. In  long ju m ping , pole jum ping, hu rd lin g , th row ing  the  
discus and  th e  javelin , p u ttin g  th e  shot th e  Poles m ake good 
records.

N or is a ll th e  a tten tio n  cen tered  on sports fo r m en and boys. 

W om en’s a th le tics are  as p o p u la r in  P oland . T h e ir  team  won from  

Ja p a n  and  Ita ly , from  Czecho-Slovakia and A ustria . A t th e  wo-
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m en’s cham pionsh ips h e ld  in  P rague, P o land  h ad  second place. 

T he W arsaw  W om en’s Rowing C lub won th e  m atch  to w hich they 

w ere inv ited  a t London.

A P o lish  w om an holds the  w orld  record  for speed in  skating. A n

o ther, w ife of a fo rm er M inister of F inance, won in  discus th row ing  

a t th e  O lym pic Games. B u t h e r  score was surpassed recen tly  by 

a young lady  from  Lodz, Jadw iga W eissowna, w ho fo u r tim es in  

a season set up  a new w orld  record . T hough  Stanislaw a W alasie- 

wicz (S tella  W alsh, b u t she doesn’t  like  to  be called  th a t)  has 

ap p lied  fo r citizensh ip  in  th e  U nited  States, she was still P o lish  

w hen she ran  — and  won, in  th e  O lym pic Gam es a t Los Angeles, 

and  was aw arded  a gold m edal fo r estab lish ing  a new w orld  record  

fo r  th e  h u n d red  m eter race.

B u t th e  m ost typ ica lly  P o lish  sports are  those p layed  and  enjoyed 

d u rin g  th e  w in te r m on ths —  ice hockey  and  skiing. T he E astern  

T atras, th e  W estern  T a tras are  th ronged  w ith  w in te r sports en 

thusiasts, from  every p a r t  of P o land , from  m any foreign  countries 

too. M any skiing contests are organized. As if p la in  skiing d id n ’t

A ski race  s ta r tin g  from  th e  snow  s ta tu e  of a  Po lish  so ld ie r.
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provide th rills  enough, some skiers have m otor-cycles to  p u ll them  

along, w hile o thers drive horses —  sk ijoring , they  call it.

T he  s tu rdy  T a tra  m ounta ineers are  excellent skiers. They begin 

w hen very sm all —  I ’ve seen youngsters of five and  six m aking  

m odest ju m p s —  and  the  long w in ters give them  p len ty  of op 

p o rtu n ity  fo r tra in ing . I t  was one of these Poles, B ronislaw  Czech 

(never m in d  h is surnam e, h e ’s P o lish ), who m ade a w orld  record  

in  I ta ly  —  th e  longest ju m p  ever know n in  skiing annals. In  th e  

E u ro p ean  cham pionsh ips he  defeated  th e  Swiss and  th e  G erm ans, 

th e  Czechs and  th e  Ita lians, and  so won second place fo r P o land  —  

the Scandinavians took first. In  th e  g liding races a t Z akopane the  

Poles showed them selves to  be th e  best skiers of E urope.

E v en  th e  y o u n g s te rs  s ta r tin g  off to  schoo l go on sk is.
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H E A L T H  M A T T E R S

-A lm o st at the  very m om ent th e  new P o land  began, she was 

confronted  w ith  prob lem s of p ub lic  h ea lth , p roblem s so grave 

they’d have taxed  th e  h ea lth  service of any w ell estab lished  country. 

T he solu tion  of these prob lem s was one of P o lan d ’s g reat achieve
m ents.

A fter a ll th e  deprivations of th e  w ar years th e re  was n a tu ra lly  

a great deal of sickness. Refugees, th e  peasants w ho’d been  carried  
off, w hole villages of them , to  w ork in  th e  R ussian fields, began 

flocking back  to  th e ir  o ld  hom es. M any w ere sick. They b ro u g h t 

w ith th em  th e  dead ly  typh u s fever —  so m any thousand  cases th a t 

P o land  soon h ad  an ep idem ic to  m aster.

B o th  G erm an and  A ustrian  arm ies of occupation  h ad  fough t a- 

gainst th is  d read  disease, try in g  to  p ro tec t th e ir  soldiers. T h e ir 

s tric t requ irem en ts h ad  lim ited  i t ;  once th a t contro l was w ithdraw n, 

it  b ro k e  ou t w ith  new violence. 1919 and  1920 w ere desperate  

years. In  th e  first, m ore th a n  tw o h u n d red  th ousand  cases of ty 

phus w ere reg istered , and  th e re  w ere m any never h ea rd  of by th e  
h ea lth  officers.

A m bulances and  trucks, disinfectants, linen  and  soap —- a ll w ere 

lack ing  in  eastern  P o land . I t  was necessary to  buy  ab road  m u n i

tions fo r th is  h ea lth  w arfare. F rance  and  E ng land  and  A m erica 

all he lped , w ith  doctors and  nurses, w ith  eq u ip m en t and supplies. 

A long th e  eastern  fro n tie r, th e  gravest danger spot, m ore  th an  

a h u n d red  hosp ita ls w ere estab lished  —  w ith n early  seven thousand  

bed s; special bu ild ings w ere p u t up  and  w hen these proved insuf

ficien t, th e  h ea lth  officers used p o rtab le  barracks, schools, even 

ra ilro ad  carriages.
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T he doctors rep o rted  th e  s itua tion  well in  h an d , w hen in  th e  last 

h a lf  of 1921 th e re  was a new o u tb reak  —  m ore th a n  twelve h u n d red  

cases in  a m onth , and  nearly  five h u n d red  deaths.

T he figh t against ty p h u s was m ore th a n  P o lan d ’s fight. A ll 

E u rope  was th rea ten ed , all E u rope  was concerned. T he League ot 

^Nations called  a conference a t W arsaw , to  see how th e  epidem ic 

could he k e p t from  spread ing  in to  w estern E urope. T here  came 

represen tatives from  nearly  every coun try  on th e  C ontinent, in c lud 

ing G erm any and  A ustria  — th e  first tim e  since the  A rm istice th e ir  

represen tatives h ad  sat w ith  th e  others.
In  1923 th e  deaths from  typh u s had  d ro p p ed  to  a norm al n u m 

ber. M ore th a n  twenty-tw o th ousand  in  1920 —  less th a n  a th o u 

sand in 1923. Isn’t  th a t a sp lend id  ach ievem ent? I h ea rd  details 

of th e  story of th is  fig h t and  th e  fin a l v ictory from  th e  w ife of 

a Polish  doctor w ho 'd  vo lunteered  fo r du ty  at an eastern  qu aran tin e  

station , from  several refugees (nobles as w ell as peasants h ad  to  be 

d isin fec ted ), and from  an A m erican Y. M. C. A. m an w orking there .

“A t one tim e,” he  said, “th e  staff for the  ty p h u s cam paign

— com pu lso ry  s ta te  in su ran ce  fo r all em ployes.A san a to riu m  be long ing  to th e  K asa  C horych
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n u m b ered  n ine  h u n d red . B rave m en and  w om en they  w ere, in 

constan t danger. One of m y friends cam e down w ith  typh u s a fte r 

h e ’d ca rried  an  o ld  w om an’s b u n d le  up  a steep h ill to  th e  d isinfect

ing sta tion  —  th e  b u n d le  p ro b ab ly  h e ld  a ll h e r  possessions, a ll she’d 

been ab le to  b rin g  back  from  Russia, carry ing  it  on h e r  back ; b u t 

it m ust have h e ld  some lice too. H e was one of th e  h u n d red  and 

eighty-tw o w orkers who d ied  a t th a t fro n tie r  post. H ere’s a p ic tu re  

of the  m onum ent P o land  p u t up  fo r them .”

I t  was a young surgeon in  W arsaw  w ho suggested m y going to  the 

S tate In s titu te  of Hygiene. H e th o u g h t I ’d be in terested  because it 

was b u ilt  h a lf  by  P o land  and  h a lf by th e  R ockefeller Foundation . 

B u t I  was in terested  no t only because A m erican  funds h ad  helped  

w ith  th e  a ttrac tive  group of bu ild ings and a re  now paying  h a lf the  

ru n n in g  expenses, hu t also fo r w hat th e  In s titu te  is doing.

O ne of its special tasks is th e  tra in in g  of p u b lic  h ea lth  officers 

and  inspectors. T hey  come to W arsaw fo r a six m onths’ course of 

lectures and labo ra to ry  w ork, w ith  some weeks of p ractice  in  nearby  

towns and  in  h ea lth  centers. T here  are  courses in  hygiene fo r pub-

T he c ity  of W arsaw  h a s  build  th is  san a to riu m  fo r T B p a tie n ts , in a p ine fo re s t fif teen  
m iles d is ta n t from  th e  cap ita l.
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lie school teach 

ers —  m ore th an  

a t h o u s a n d  of 

th em  have had  

th is  tra in ing . A nd 
s p e c i a l  courses, 

vary ing  from  year 

to  year, lasting  

one o r th ree  o r six 

weeks, fou r or six 

m onths.

Besides all th is 

teach ing  th e  In 

stitu te  m akes se
rum s and  vaccines, 

exam ines d r u g s  

and  foods, carries 

on all k inds of 
h ea lth  p ro p ag an 

da, and  m ain ta in s 

m odel h ea lth  cen

ters —  in suburbs 

of W arsaw , in a 

village, in a small 

town. Like the 

rip p les  from  a
stone tossed in to  a lake , th is  h e a lth  w ork spreads slowly b u t surely. 

In  unexpected  places I  saw tang ib le  results of th e ir  h ea lth  education.

K rzem ieniec is a little  tow n in far-off W olynia, no t m any m iles 

from  th e  fron tie r. W hile  we w aited  for on r sup p er in  a re s tau ran t 

there , 1 asked w hat th e  p lacards announced  —  two large cards w ith 

exclam ation points. My frien d  tran sla ted  and  exp la ined :

“ T his one says, ‘B uy in  shops w here th e  food is k e p t covered!’ 

and  th e  o ther, ‘Stay away from  crow ds!’ T h ere ’s been  a m ild  

epidem ic of dysentery  in  th is  p a rt of the  coun try  I  say m ild , 

because th e  h ea lth  officers w orked  so effic ien tly  to keep it from  

spread ing  over all P o la n d ; b u t th e re  have been  a n u m b er of deaths. 

So th ey ’re advising th e  peop le  —  two th ings they  can do easily, th a t

K rakow skie P rzedm iescie , th e  m ain s t re e t  of W arsaw , is lined  
w ith  g o v ern m en t bu ild ings , p a lace s  an d  ch u rch es .
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T he next day we 

m otored  ou t to the 

m onastery  of Po- 

czajow  to see a 

b e a u t i f u l  old 

c h u r c h  and  a 

f a m o u s  m iracle- 

w orking p ic tu re  of 

th e  V irgin. I t  lias 

been  f o r  m a n y  

y e a r s  th e  m ost

will help . I t ’s m uch 

i m p r o v e d  a lrea 

d y —you don’t need 

to be anxious.”

T he d irec to r of th e  R adium  In s ti tu te  a t W arsaw , exam in ing  
a  new  p a tien t.

p o p u la r  place fo r p ilgrim ages of the  G reek Catholics, b u t th is  year, 
th e  long-haired  p riest exp la ined  to  m e in  F rench , instead of the  

ih ir ty  thousand  people  w ho usually  cam e in Septem ber, th e re ’d be 

none a t a ll —  pilgrim ages h ad  been fo rb idden  by th e  M etropolitan .

“T h irty  thousand  peop le  com ing fo r a day,” m y friends com 

m en ted  as we drove away, “w ould  be one of th e  easiest ways to  help  

ihe epidem ic along. How did  it come about th a t th e  p ilg rim age 

is fo rb idden  ? 1 th in k  th is way — th e  h ea lth  officers of th is  d istric t,

and  those who cam e from  W arsaw  to advise them , d ebated  th e  d an 

gers of such a great crow d and  to ld  th e  W ojew oda (lie’s th e  govern

m en t rep resen ta tive  in th e  province —  the  m ost im p o rtan t o f f ic ia l) ; 

th en  th e  W ojew oda w rote to  th e  M etropo litan  —  he corresponds 

to  the  archb ishop , I  believe —  suggesting or requesting , no t o rd e r

ing th e  cancella tion  of th e  p ilgrim age. A nd th e  M etropo litan  
issued an  o rd e r to  a ll th e  G reek C atholic churches.

“Yes, th a t’s tru e  — a generation  ago m any peop le  w ould  have 

scoffed a t th e  idea th a t crow ds and  spread  of disease h ad  any re la 

tion. Today, even in  an  out-of-the-w ay p lace lik e  th is, off in  

a co rner of P o land , w hatever th e  h e a lth  officers advise gets done. 

T he peasants are  ultra-conservative, you know , b u t —  th ey  are 
lea rn in g  abou t hygiene and  h ea lth .”

D ietitians and  doctors, m o thers’ clubs and  schools and  nurses 

p e titio n ed  th e  governm ent to  do aw ay w ith  th e  tax  on oranges,
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arguing th a t th e  h ea lth  of the  ch ild ren  of P o lan d  was m ore im p o r

ta n t th a n  th e  sm all incom e th e  sta te  was receiving —  for th e  tax  

was so h igh  th a t oranges were a rea l luxury  and  few people  bough t 

iliern. I  h ea rd  m any discussions abou t th is  in  th e  w in ter of 1929 30.

D uring  m y second visit to  P o lan d  the  tax was not repealed , hu t 

greatly  lessened. Im m ed ia te ly  everybodv began buy ing  oranges 

and eating  them , day a fte r day. M en and w om en sold them  on the 

s tree t corners in  m any towns. C h ild ren  w ho’d never tasted  an 

orange have th em  now, for th is  healthg iv ing  fru it costs a fou rth , 

o r even a fifth  of th e  fo rm er price. Indeed  tow ard  the  end  of the  
w in ter, oranges w ere ch eap er th a n  app les in  W arsaw  shops, except 

fo r th e  very largest size.
In  com parison  w ith  w hat I  no ticed  on m y first visit to P o land , 

th e re ’s been an  im provejnent in  th e  way foods are h and led . ^ ou 

can now buy  w rapped  b read  in  W arsaw and  K rakow  —  probab ly  

in  o th e r cities too. Once ro lls were served to  m e, each in  a little  

envelope. Candies of all k inds, even those sold on th e  street corners, 
are w rapped . Y ou can get pasteu rized  m ilk  in  bo ttles and  sugar in 

packages. M any of th e  m eatshops, w ith  th e ir  w hite  tiled  w alls and  

w hite sm ocked girls, seem ed to m e m ore san itary  th a n  some I ’ve 

seen in  w estern lands. These are  all little  th ings, b u t I  th in k  they 

show th a t P o lan d  is paying m ore a tten tion  to  h ea lth  m atters.

I  w ent to  visit 

two of th e  five 

n u r s e s ’ tra in in g  
schools. B efore the  

w ar the  only nurses 

in  P o land , as in 

o t h e r  E uropean  

c o u n t r i e s ,  w ere 

sisters of charity .

Now it is possible, 

in  th e  la rg e r cities, 

to  get a tra in ed  

nurse fo r p riva te  

du ty , th ough  m ost 

of th em  p r e f e r  

p u b lic  h ea lth  work.

In  th e  g re a t b a s in  of C iechocinek , a w a tering -p lace  th a t  be lo n g s  
to  th e  s ta te , peop le  h av e  a  fine  swim  an d  a t th e  sam e tim e reap  
th e  b e n efits  of w a te r  rich  in m in e ra l s a lts  an d  c u ra tiv e  pow er.
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O ne of m y friends in  W arsaw  was tak ing  th e  course a t th e  school 

estab lished  by  th e  R ockefeller F oundation , an o th e r a t th e  R ed 

Cross school. T hey  ta lk ed  to  m e abou t th e ir  lectures, th e ir  ex

periences in  th e  hosp ita l, th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  nursing  offers to  young 

w om en in  P o land . A nd w hen th e  d irec to r of a girls’ gym nasium  

asked m e abou t careers fo r girls today, im m edia te ly  I  suggested 
nursing  —  one fie ld  w hich m en w ould  n o t invade.

T his generation  of boys and  girls is lea rn in g  personal hygiene as 

th e ir  paren ts never d id. E very  school has doctor and  dentist, even 
in  sm all towns.

In  a tow n of two h u n d red  thousand , one of m y acquain tances is 

a school nurse. W ith  th e  doctor she supervises th e  h e a lth  of th e  

ch ild ren  in  six schools, spending  a day in  each once a week. She 

weighs and  m easures, looks a t ears and  heads and  nails, m arks th e  

youngsters w ho a ren’t  up  to  today’s s tan d ard  of cleanliness and  

prom ises them  a rew ard  if  th ey ’re  clean w hen she comes nex t week.
“W hat is your re w a rd ? ” I  asked her.

“A canceled postage stam p. L etters are  very ra re  in  the  hom es 

of m any of these ch ild ren , and  stam ps a re  a novelty. P lease save 
a ll th e  stam ps on your m ail from  A m erica, w on’t  y o u ?”

Of course I  agreed and  la te r  she to ld  m e th e  ch ild ren  were 

scrubbing  th e ir  hands and  cleaning th e ir  nails and w ashing b eh in d  

th e ir  ears, to  w in an every-day two-cent stam p, o r  th e  b lue  five-cent 

one —  because A m erica is a m agic w ord to  m any  P o lish  youngsters.

“A nd if th e re ’s no im provem ent, w hat do you d o ?” I  asked.

“ V isit in  th e ir  

hom es ■ and  ta lk  

w ith  th e  m o th e r or 

th e  aun t. I t ’s gen

e ra lly  no t th e  fau lt 

of a ch ild , once 

he’s told w hat to 

do fo r school. B ut 

in  th e  fou r years 

I ’ve been  doing 

th is  w ork, you’d 

scarcely believe the

Sun b a th s  and  a  long  re s t  m ust follow  a swim  a t C iechocinek . i m p r o v e m e n t  i  11
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The tw elve  fam ous w a ter in g -p laces  of P o land  a re  sca tte re d  
all o v e r th e  co u n try . T h is  one, T ruskaw iec, is n e a r  th e  R ou
m anian  fro n tie r  an d  h a s  th o u s a n d s  of v is ito rs  e v e ry  year.

t h e  ch ild ren  -— 

even those who 

come from  very 

poor h o m e s . It 

does cost m oney to 

be clean.”

“I t c e r t a i n l y  

does in  P o land ,”

I  agreed laugh ing 

ly, “in  com parison 

w ith  m any o ther 

th ings I th in k  soap 

and  h o t w ater are 

expensive he re .”

One well - to - do

w om an whose son was going to a p riva te  gym nasium  w ith  a very 

h igh  tu itio n  fee, said to  m e, “ I  took A nton i to  th e  den tist a t the  

C hristm as vacation, to  m ake sure h is tee th  w ere a ll righ t. N o th ing  

to  be done, was th e  rep o rt. A t th e  end of Jan u a ry  th e  school den tist 

looked h im  over and  gave h im  a card  w here tw o cavities w ere 

checked. T here  m ust be some m istake, we thou g h t, b u t to be on the  

safe side m y son w ent back to o u r own den tist w ho agreed w ith  the  

o th e r m an ’s re p o rt —  places can develop suddenly , of course. 

O rd in arily  I ’ve have w aited  some m onths before  tak ing  A ntoni for 

an o th er looking over. O th er m others say th e  same th in g  —  the 
school dentists are  very carefu l.”

As in  o th e r countries in  E urope, P o land  has h ad  in  th e  last ten  

years an  increase of d ip th e ria  cases, b u t th e  n u m b er of ch ild ren  

dying from  th is  scourge is very sm all. T his is due largely  to  the  

an ti-d ip th e ria  vaccinations given to  little  ch ild ren  and  to  those of 

school age. T he n u m b er of youngsters who receive th is  im m unity  

trea tm en t goes up  some thousands every year.

One of th e  new developm ents in  P o lan d  is th e  H ouse fo r M others 

and C hild ren  —  th e  best tran sla tio n  fo r a long P olish  nam e. I t ’s 

like  our C hild  W elfare S tation , b u t fa r m ore, since it  gives help  and  

advice to th e  m others also. I  visited several —  in  a village, in  Za- 

mosc, a tow n of tw enty  thousand , in  a large city.

Such a sta tion  in  P o land  has m ore room  th a n  one in  A m erica —
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is th a t because we generally  open  one in  a crow ded city  ne ighbor

hood, in  a b u ild in g  no t p lan n ed  fo r th is  w ork? T he house a t Za- 

mosc, typ ica l of them  all, h ad  an  a ttrac tive  office fo r th e  head  nurse 

and  a secretary , a lab o ra to ry  w here th re e  nurses in  w hite  were 

p u ttin g  up  bo ttles of special-form ula m ilk  fo r special bab ies; and 

a large w aiting-room  w ith benches fo r th e  m others and  older 

ch ild ren , and  w ide shelves p a rtitio n ed  off to  give p a rk in g  space fo r 

th e  babies. T here  was an o th er room  fo r th e  m others, one fo r the  

doctor, an d  upsta irs  an  ap a rtm en t for the  head  nurse. In  every 

room  flowers and  h ea lth  posters, showing how to b a th e  a baby, the  

th ings th a t ch ild ren  need, th e  h a rm  done by flies, th e  advantages of 

fresh a ir, and so on.

“ How m any babies have y o u ?” I  asked.
“Two h u n d red  and  th irty -one,” th e  secretary  looked a t h e r  books 

to  be  sure of th e  figures. “ T h a t doesn’t  m ean  Zamosc has a large 

n u m b er of sick babies, it includes th e  well youngsters to o ; those 

who never come to  th e  sta tion  are  visited  once a m onth  —  o u r

A m ilk s ta tio n  in a fa c to ry  n e a r  W arsaw .
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nurses do th a t in  th e  afternoons. E very baby  in  th e  d istric t, sick 

o r w ell, we’re in terested  in .”
“Do th e  m others come to  th e  s ta tio n ?”
“Yes, indeed. N ever a m orn ing  w ithou t some of them . Y ester

day,” again she glanced at h e r books, “ tw enty-five came. E igh t 

is o u r low est num ber. T he m ost in  one day was th irty-seven.”

She w anted  to show m e th e  Zamosc o u tfit fo r a new baby , so one 

of the  bundles, done up in  a b lue  and  w hite  b lanke t, was opened 

fo r m y inspection  — two flan n e le tte  nightgow ns, six d iapers, two 

shirts, two dresses, ta lcum  pow der and  soap. She opened  too 

a w ooden chest, f itted  w ith  handles a t the  ends, ready  to  be slipped  

in to  a doroshky o r a peasan t’s cart. I t  was p rov ided  w ith  every

th in g  th e  nurse needed  fo r th e  b ir th  of a P o lish  baby.
One House fo r M others and  C h ild ren  I found  in  a sm all bu ild ing  

on th e  grounds of a girls’ board ing  school. I t  provides o p p o rtu n ity  

fo r social service fo r these well-to-do girls. In  ano ther, a t th e  end 

of a new p layground , m others and  ch ild ren  w ere looked after*and

In  a  fa c to ry  w ith  a h u n d re d  w om en o r m ore, th e  ow ners  m u s t p ro v id e  a  n u rs e ry  and  g ive a  ha lf- 
h o u r tw ice da ily  fo r th e  m o th e rs  to  n u rse  th e ir  b ab ies. W hite  sm ocks an d  caps  a re  req u ired .
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th e  city  was giving d inners to th e  ch ild ren  of unem ployed  m en. 

Some of th e  youngsters, th e  nurse to ld  m e, w ere alm ost starv ing and 

gained m ore th a n  two pounds a week. Some w ere so th in  and sick 
th a t th e  firs t food they  ate m ade them  ill.

P o land  has a good m any new hospita ls, very m odern  and  well 

equ ipped . I  saw various k inds — un iversity  clinics, p riv a te  hosp i

tals, one belonging to  a state insurance organization , an o th er to  the  

city  of W arsaw, still an o th er to  a district. I  rem em ber once spending 

a w hole m orn ing  going th ro u g h  a hosp ita l. T he d irec to r was so 

p ro u d  of it, he insisted on showing m e th e  lau n d ry  and k itchen  (on 

the  top  floor, w ith  electric  lifts  to  take th e  food down to the  sm all 

k itchens from  w hich it  was served), he  insisted on m y eating  some 

of th e  dessert they  w ere to  have th a t day, on m y going in to  the  

nursery , th e  glassed-in porches, th e  X -ray room s, th e  wing fo r T B 

p atien ts  who need h o sp ita l care till  they  can be sent off to  the  
m ountains.

T he cleanest, spick and  span  h o sp ita l I  saw in  P o land , how ever, 

wasn’t a new b u ild in g ; on th e  con trary , th e  o ldest section was a hos
p ita l in  th e  six teenth  century . I t ’s m ain ta in ed  p a rtly  by  th e  city 

of K alisz and  p a rtly  by  th e  d istrict. I  was staying a few k ilom eters 

from  th e  tow n, and  m y host asked if I ’d like  to  see h is hosp ital.

“ \o u r s ?  I questioned, know ing lie’s a landow ner, a banker, 
fo rm erly  a d ip lom at.

“M ine,” he  rep lied  p roud ly , “ I ’m  only a laym an, b u t I ’m  now 

ad m in is tra to r of th is  p ub lic  hosp ita l. Do come and  see w hat we’ve 
accom plished.”

We looked in to  various w ards, in to  th e  babies’ nursery  and  the  

m others room s —  K alisz babies a ren ’t  born  in  peasan t cottages 

now adays —  into  th e  k itchen  and the  lau n d ry  w ith  its electric w ash

ing m achine and  m angle. T he opera ting  room s he had  b u ilt on — 

th ey ’re th e  last w ord in  m odern ity , w ith  special electric  ligh ts th a t 

cast no shadow , and  a room  fo r th ro a t and  ea r operations w ith  

windows of a special b lue.

“D id you te lephone  th a t we w ere com ing?” I  asked him .

“W hy, no — w hy do you ask ?”

“Because every person —  doctors and  nurses and  servants — 

has on a fresh w hite ap ron  or smock — really  clean ones. H onestly, 

now, th is  isn’t in m y h o n o r? ”
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A leje U jazdow skie, th e  m ost p o p u la r p rom en ad e  in W arsaw .

“No,” lie laughed , “ it’s no t som ething special. I  have th e  lau n d ry  

done fo r all of them , and  th e re ’s no excuse fo r th e ir  n o t being  

spotless. I ’m  no t a doctor, b u t th a t’s one th in g  I  do insist on. No 

one ever know s w hen I ’m  com ing to th e  hosp ita l. I  m ay d rop  in  

on m y way from  th e  estate to  th e  tow n, again  a fte r I ’ve fin ished  m y 

business a t th e  bank , o r la te  in  th e  evening, if we’re  d in ing  out. So 

th ey ’ve learned , a t last —  a t long last, as th e  E nglish  say —  th a t 

th ings m ust be clean —  clean all th e  tim e, no t ju s t fo r m e —  or 

fo r you."
T hen  w ith  equal p rid e  he took m e in to  the  office to see the  design 

fo r a new  b u ild in g  fo r h is hosp ita l. One section was th e n  un d er 

construction , we’d m o to r ou t to  see i t ;  th e  o th e r p a r t they  d  b u ild  

in  two or th ree  years. T he p lans h ad  been sent to  an  exh ib ition  

and th e  a rch itec t w on a p rize  fo r th e  new  K alisz hosp ita l.
“ A nd w hat K alisz has done in  an old bu ild in g  —  p a rt of it six

teen th  cen tu ry ! —  o th e r towns in  P o land  can do, I  said to myself. 

“B ut first, they  m ust find  an  ad m in is tra to r like  th is m an .”

A no ther new th in g  in  P o lan d  is th e  R ad ium  In stitu te , nam ed  in  

h o n o r of a P o lish  w om an w ho was b o m  in  W arsaw. I ’d been  to  see
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A new  re s id en tia l sec tion  in K atow ice.

One of th e  cu rv in g  s tre e ts  n e a r  P lac  N arutow icz, on th e  o u tsk ir ts  of W arsaw , w h e re  ev e ry
h o u se  h a s  a love ly  ga rden .



h e r b ir th p lace , no t fa r  from  th e  o ld  m arke tp lace  called  S tare Mia- 

sto, now m arked  w ith  a tab le t. A nd then , clear across W arsaw to 

th e  a ttrac tive  new d istric t th a t’s grown u p . a round  P lac  N arutow icz, 

to the equally  a ttrac tive  group of bu ild ings w ith  th e  inscrip tion ,

“ TO M A RJA  C U R 1E-SK L0D 0W SK A , W IT H  OUR HOM AGE.”

In  th e  h a ll th e re ’s a p h o to g rap h  of her, and  u n d e r th e  p ic

tu re  she w rote, “My deepest wish is fo r th e  construction  of a R a

d ium  In s titu te  a t W arsaw .” Ind iv idua ls and  organizations all 

over th e  w orld sent co n tribu tions fo r th is  bu ild ing . One of th e  

X -ray room s was com pletely  eq u ip p ed  by a G erm an firm  —  a gift 

to  th e  In s titu te  —  except fo r one m achine, w hich h ap p en s to 

be F rench , and  was purchased  a t a cost of fou rteen  thousand  

zlotys.

“N ot th a t I  w ant to  em phasize th e  m oney value too m uch ,” added 

th e  doctor w ho was serving as m y guide, “b u t it  tells you how  ex

pensive such an In s titu te  can be. O ne gram  of rad iu m  was a p resen t 

from  some A m ericans — I ’ll show you th e  ta b le t w ith  th e ir  names. 

I t  cost sixty thousand  dollars. A m erica h ad  given M me. Curie- 

Sklodow ska a gram  of rad iu m  a few years befo re  —  th a t  cost 

a h u n d red  thousand . T he d ifference was due w holly to  h e r  own 

w ork.”

T he In s titu te  has a garden — no P olish  b u ild in g  seems com plete 

w ithou t th a t  —  w ith  a seated b ronze figure of th e  discoverer of 

rad ium . A t th e  end  of th e  garden  are  bu ild ings fo r research  and 

experim en ta tion . In  th e  m ain  b u ild in g  is a sm all h o sp ita l (sixty 

beds) and  m any room s fo r th e  peop le  w ho live a t hom e and  come 

in fo r trea tm en t.

I  s tud ied  th e  patien ts  -— m en and  w om en and ch ild ren ; a baby  
of ten  m onths, an old m an  of m ore th a n  seventy, people  of every 

w alk of life. Cancer is no respecter of persons o r of age. I t  m ay 
come anyw here —  inside, outside, on your tongue o r th e  back  of 

your head  o r your wrist.

“ T he sad th ing ,” said th e  d irec to r who was tra in ed  in  P a ris  by 

Mme. Curie-Sklodow ska herself, “ is th a t of every five persons who 

come to us, two cases are  too fa r  along to  be help ed  by any treat-
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The m ain bu ild ing  of th e  new  R adium  In s titu te . 
“ To M arja C urie-Sklodow ska, w ith  ou r h om age .”

m ent th e  In s titu te  can  give; only  th ree  of th e  five are  accepted  as 

patients.
“T h e  h opefu l th ing ,” he w ent on, “ you can see in  these p h o to 

graphs, hung  two by two in  th e  corridors. T hey  show o u r p atien ts  

w hen th ey  firs t cam e to  th e  In s titu te  and  la te r, a fte r so m any weeks 

o r m onths, w hen  th ey  w ere cu red .”
In  th e  lab o ra to ry  I  peered  in to  a m icroscope to  see slides w ith 

cancerous cells —  easy to  d istinguish , as th ey ’re never in  even lines, 

b u t h i t  o r  miss, a t a ll angles; easy, th a t  is, a fte r it’s exp la ined  to  you 

in  one-syllable words.
T he labo ra to ries are  d irec tly  u n d e r th e  o p era ting  rooms. T hey’ve 

w orked ou t a system  th a t’s so effic ien t th a t  w hen a cross-section of 

tissue from  some grow th is received from  th e  opera tin g  room , th e  

answ er to  th e  fa ta l question, “ Is th is  a cancerous grow th o r n o t? ”
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is ready  in  e igh t m inutes. O f course a m ore  le isu rely  study  is m ade 

la te r, b u t th is  is su ffic ien t so th a t  th e  doctors can  go ahead  w ith  

th e ir  opera ting , sure of th e  next step.

R ad ium  can be  used over and  over and  over. H a lf a cen tury  

from  now th e  In s titu te  w ill have alm ost th e  am ount th ey  began 

w ith. A las! th is  am ount’s n o t enough and  patien ts  m ust w ait th e ir  

tu rn . I f  only they  h ad  m ore gram s of th a t  precious rad iu m  w hich 

th e  w orld  owes to th is P olish  w om an, Mine. Curie-Sklodowska.

T h e  g a rd en  of th e  R adium  In s titu te . On th e  r ig h t a re  th e  w indow s of th e  ap a r tm e n t b u ilt
fo r Mme. C urie-Sklodow ska.
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I N D U S T R Y

P o l a n d  is p rim arily  an ag ricu ltu ra l country  and  no t an  in d u stria l 

one. Y et industry  has its place and  an im p o rtan t place, fo r it  gives 

em ploym ent to one m an ou t of every ten. I t  has th ree  centers.

Lodz is a tex tile  tow n and well deserves its nam e, “th e  P o lish  M an

chester.” Every one w orks in  th e  g reat m ills —  in  no rm al tim es 

nearly  two h u n d red  thousand  people. B u t these m ills a ren ’t  new -—- 

th ey  began in  th e  1820s w hen th e  Russians inv ited  weavers from  
Saxony to  settle  th ere , giving them  lan d  and  offering  a ll of Russia 

as a m arket.

In  1918 th e  great tex tile  m ills h ad  been  id le  fo r fou r years and  

w ere in  ru ins. E very th ing  of copper h ad  been tak en  away. T here  

was system atic spoiling  and  m any of th e  com plicated  m achines w ere 

rendered  useless because of th e  loss of some essential p a rt. P o lish  

skill and  cleverness set to w ork to  restore  them  —  to restore  th e  

w hole tex tile  industry . A nd th is  can w ell be  coun ted  as one of th e  

achievem ents of th e  new P oland .

T h e  m ines an d  b last fu rnaces and  factories of U p p e r Silesia 

a ren ’t  new  e ith e r  —  only  resto red  a fte r th e  ru in  of th e  w ar years. 

Ten m inu tes of looking ou t of the  tra in  w indow , m y firs t jou rney  

in to  th a t  p a r t  of P o lan d , m ade m e realize, as no am onut of read ing  

could, how  valuab le  th is  d istric t is and  w hy th ree  countries dem and 

ed th a t  i t  should  be  given to  th em  b y  th e  trea ties of peace. T he 

ta ll factory  chim neys are  th ick  as trees in  a forest.

N a tu re  was generous here. T he lan d  is rich  enough fo r excellen t 

farm ing , and  u n d e r th e  surface a re  coal —  th e  best in  E uro p e! —  

and iro n  and  lead  and  zinc. I t ’s a d is tric t of “big  business” —  som e 

firm s have tw enty  th ousand  em ployees, even m ore in  no rm al tim es.
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T he m eta l ind u stry  in 

P o land  does m ore th a n  

p roduce raw  m ateria ls. Lo

com otives and  airp lanes, 

bicycles and  m otor-cycles, 

typew riters  are  all new in 

dustries in  P oland .

F a r off in  th e  sou th 

east, no t m any m iles from  

th e  fro n tie r, is th e  th ird  

cen ter —  th e  oil country . 

T en  o r a dozen d iffe ren t 

com panies a r e  d rilling  

w ells a t Boryslaw , some 
Polish , some foreign. One 

belongs to  th e  state.

S tu d e n ts  of th e  S chool of G raph ic  A rts  
in  W arsaw  v is i t  th e  m ines  an d  b la s t 
fu rn ac e s  and  fa c to rie s  of U p p erS ile s ia .

T he g re a t tex tile  m ills of Lodz, in d eed  th e  w hole  te x tile  in d u s try , h av e  been  re s to re d  since  
th e  w a r — one of th e  o u ts ta n d in g  ach iev em en ts  of th e  new  P o land .
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I t ’s a h illy  coun try  and  th e  slopes are d o tted  over w ith  th e  tall 

superstructu res th a t  p ro tec t th e  m ach inery  of th e  wells. Som etim es 

w ells are  as close toge ther as th ree  h u n d red  feet. T hey  don’t  look 

a t a ll like  oil wells in  A m erica, fo r th e  p a r t  above g round is b u ilt  of 

wood, u n p a in ted  and  w eathered  a lovely silver-gray.

N ot a b eau tifu l scene by  day. B u t a t n ig h t, w ith  ligh ts tw inkling  
everyw here, i t  changes to  a p ic tu re  fu ll of m ystery  and  fascination.

I  d id n ’t  th in k  B oryslaw  an a ttrac tiv e  town. T he houses are  

n ea rly  a ll one-story, w ooden cottages —  really  little  m ore th an  

shacks — th a t  d isap p ear every th ree  o r fo u r years. F o r oil wells 

suddenly  stop y ield ing  an d  m ust be  abandoned , new  ones a re  d rilled  

and  th e  w orking p o p u la tio n  sh ifts its liv ing quarters.

D rohobycz, on th e  con trary , is a clean and  tid y  tow n of forty  

thousand . P ip e  lines carry  th e  th ick , b lack  oil a dozen k ilom eters 

from  Boryslaw  to th e  refineries here. I t ’s trea ted  in  g reat furnaces, 

refined  over and  over, till  ten  o r tw elve grades of oil are  ready  fo r 

th e  m arket. T he m ost expensive k ind , th e  ligh test in  color, is fo r 

a irp lan e  use. T he darkest and  heaviest is th e  cheapest.

T he B oryslaw  lan d scap e  is d o tted  o v e r w ith  oil w ells  — o ften  o n ly  a  few  y a rd s  ap art.
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T h e  r e f i n e r y  

n e a r th e  ra ilro ad  

sta tion , th e  largest 

one in  E urope, 

b e l o n g s  to  th e  

state. H ere  th e  

peasants who lease 

th e ir  lan d  to  th e  

oil c o m p a n i e s  

b rin g  th e ir  crude 

oil, for they  receive 

th e ir  re n t no t in  

cash, h u t  in  oil 

ju s t as it  comes 

from  th e  wells.
M ines and  oil 

wells P o lan d  owes 

to  na tu re . Moscice, 

w here a rtific ia l fe r

tilize rs are  m ade, 

is an  o u t s t a n d 

i n g  achievem ent 

fo r w hich  th eP o les  

get a ll th e  credit.

In  cen tra l E u 
ro p e  w here fie lds have been  p lan ted  fo r  h u n d red s of years, till  

n itrogen  o r p h o sphorus is exhausted , fe rtilize rs are  a fundam en ta l 

need. W here th ree-fo u rth s  of th e  peop le  depend  on th e  lan d  fo r 

th e ir  liv ing, inexpensive fertilzers are  a necessity. So th e  state 

decided to  b u ild  th is  p la n t and  avoid paying  m illions of zlotys fo r 

n itrogen  p roducts from  abroad.
W hat an  in teresting  half-day  I  spen t a t Moscice, w hich  is a sho rt 

distance ou t from  T arnow ! P m  no chem ist and  could und erstan d  

only  a p a r t  of th e  techn ica l exp lanations given by  th e  English- 

speaking engineer who w ent abou t w ith  m e th a t  au tum n  day —  for 

Moscice covers fifteen  h u n d red  acres and  has abou t fifty  build ings.

Even a laym an  can u n d erstan d  th a t  they  tak e  hydrogen  from  

w ater by  m eans of h ea t, and  n itrogen  from  th e  a ir  by  m eans of cold.

A P o lish  o ilw ell d o e sn ’t look like an  A m erican  one, fo r th e  p a rt 
above  g ro u n d  is b u ilt of w ood, w e a th e re d  a  so ft s ilv e r-g ray , 

dead  b lack  w h e re  th e  oil d rip s.
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I lie hydrogen  plus the n itrogen , heated  and  th en  cooled, gives am 

m onia. A m m onia h ea ted  w ith  p la tin u m  gives n itr ic  acid ■— th is 

step is ca rried  on in  great towers, th e  system  of a P olish  professor 

of chem istry  who is now P resid en t of P o lan d  —  and  to  th is  acid 

is added pho sp h o rite  to m ake one k in d  of fertilizer, lim estone to 
m ake ano ther, and  so on.

T he laym an  could look on, fascinated , w hen th e  engineer asked 

a w orkm an  to  b rin g  a p an  of liq u id  oxygen —  boiling , th ey  said, 

h u t no t bo iling  ho t, bo iling  cold —  a h u n d red  and  seventy degrees 
below  zero on th e  P olish  therm om eter!

T he story of Moscice sounded like  a ta le  from  the A rabian  N ights. 

P lans w ere begun in  th e  au tu m n  of 1927 and b u ild in g  opera tions 

sta rted  in  th e  follow ing spring. Six thousand  w orkm en w ere em 

ployed. C onstruction  never stopped , day o r  n ig h t; even w hen the  

w in ter of 1923—9 proved to be th e  coldest in  a cen tu ry  o r m ore, 

th e re  was no in te rru p tio n . E xactly  eigh teen  m onths from  th e  day 

w ork  began on th is  p lan t, Moscice was ready  to sell its n itrogen  
fertilizers.

In  sp ite  of th e  very ta ll  chim neys, Moscice is an a ttrac tive  group 

of bu ild ings w ith  an  a ir  of alertness and  activity . W ork goes on 

day and  n ig h t, th e  m en in  eigh t-hour sh ifts w hich change a t th e  end 

of th e  week. B u t I  was su rp rised  to  see com paratively  few people  

abou t. T he w hole staff, th ey  to ld  m e, num bers only two h u n d red  

and  fo rty  officials —  of these sixty are  engineers — and  fifteen 
h u n d re d  em ployes.

Over and  over I  was rem inded  of th e  F o rd  factory. A t Moscice 

too th e  sk ill is no t in  th e  w orkm en, b u t in  th e  m achines and the  

e labo ra te  equ ipm ent. N oth ing  here  is ca rried  by  h an d , n o th in g  is 

lifted . Coal is stoked in to  th e  furnaces au tom atically . T here  are 

abo u t seven h u n d red  electric  m otors. T here  are  fifty  k ilom eters 

of pipes. M achines do all th e  heavy w ork. T he m en con tro l and 

w atch th e  gauges. Because of th is, and  th e  large scale on w hich 

fertilizers are  m ade here, cost of p rodu c tio n  is th e  low est possible.

A n enorm ous q u an tity  of w ate r is used a t Moscice. I t  w ould take 

h a lf th e  D unajec riv er every w eek to  supp ly  it. B u t th e  used w ater 

is cleaned, cooled in  h igh  w ooden tow ers —  th ey ’re  one of the  

p ic tu resque p a rts  o f th e  p lan t —  and  th en  u tilized  over and  over 
again.
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T he bu ild in g  of M oscice so u n d s  like  a  ta le  from  th e  Arabian N ights. T h is  m eth o d  of m aking 
a rtif ic ia l fe rtiliz e rs  w as  in v e n te d  b y  a  p ro fe s so r  of c h em istry  w ho  h a s  tw ice b een  e lec ted  

P re s id e n t of P o lan d  — Ig n ace  M oscicki.



Five d iffe ren t k inds 
of fe rtilize r are  m ade, 

some in  pow der, some 

in  g ranu la ted  form . 

R ailroad  tracks ru n  

rig h t in to  th e  sh ip 

p ing  division. In  F e

b ru a ry  and  M arch 

and  A pril, th e  busy 

m on ths fo r th is  last 

step of th e  w ork, 

th ey  som etim es send 

ou t two h u n d red  cars 
a day. A bout h a lf  is 

sold ab road  — I  saw 

a large o rd e r for

A t M oscice I saw  few peop le  
abou t. M achines do a ll th e  
h e av y  w ork. N oth ing  is lifted , 
n o th in g  is ca rried  by  han d .

M oscice co v ers  1500 a c re s  and  h a s  ab o u t 50 b u ild in g s  — an a ttra c tiv e  group , in  sp ite  of 
th e  ch im neys. H ere  yo u  see  p a r t  of its  fif ty  k ilo m ete rs  of p ip ing .

104



The w a te r is c leaned , cooled  in h igh  w ooden  tow ers, and  u sed  o v e r and  o v e r again .

F ive k in d s  of fe rtiliz e rs  a re  m ade a t M oscice, pow dered  o r g ra n u la te d  — 120.000 to n s  a  y ear, 
ab o u t h a lf  of w hich  is so ld  abroad .
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G erm any being  checked off by  two clerks, and an o th e r for F in 

land  •— and  th e  o th e r h a lf  in  P o land  itself. A h u n d red  and tw enty 

thousand  tons a year.

“I t ’s th e  peasants and  th e  sm all landow ners who need  these fe rtili

zers, isn’t  i t ? ” I  asked my engineer. “As business conditions are 

now, can these Poles afford  to buy  from  y o u ?”

“Yes, fo r special a rrangem ents have been m ade fo r ju s t these 

groups. T hey  can have th e ir  fertilizers w ith  n ine m onths’ c red it —- 

o r in  some cases a year. T h e ir  increased crops w ill pay  th e  b ill.” 

“ W ho owns Moscice —  a p riv a te  co rp o ra tio n ?”

“No —  th e  state. T he p lan  was th a t it  m ust pay  fo r itself in  ten 

years. P rices have been  low ered —  oh, m ore  th a n  once, as th e  

econom ic crisis has lasted  so m uch longer th a n  anyone a n tic ip a ted —■ 

b u t in  sp ite  of all th a t, we’re up  to  schedule in  paying  off th e  b u ild 

ing costs.”

M oscice has two schools fo r th e  ch ild ren  of its w orkm en, a resi

d en t doctor —  accidents are  so few th a t up  to  now no h o sp ita l has

M ore th a n  a fif th  of P o lan d  is  co v ered  w ith  fo re s ts  an d  tim ber is an  im p o rtan t item
in  G dyn ia’s lis t of ex p o rts .
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been  b u ilt, th ough  one is p lan n ed  fo r —  and  a huge sports ground, 

w ith  tenn is courts and  foo tball space. T he river offers sw im m ing 

and  skating. A th letics are  n o t only encouraged, th ey ’re  a ll b u t 

requ ired .

“ W hen a m an is busy fo r e igh t hours, staying in  one place, w atch 

ing contro ls and  gauges, keep ing  his eyes on ind ica ting  and 

m easuring  ap p ara tu s , it’s absolutely  necessary th a t he  have ou tdoor 

recreation . So we have a ll k inds of contests betw een th is  team  and  

th a t one. Contests are  very p o p u la r  a t M oscice —  th e re ’s even one 

in  gardening, w ith  prizes offered  fo r th e  loveliest gardens on our 

grounds.”

“ I see, th a t explains th e  flow ers growing rig h t by  your factory  

bu ild ings.”

Scientists, and  p a rticu la rly  chem ists, come to Moscice from  all 

over th e  w orld. No o th e r coun try  has such a p lan t. I t ’s one of th e  

ou tstand ing  achievem ents of the  new P o land . W ho can te ll a ll it 

m ay accom plish  fo r ag ricu ltu re  on these o ld  fields? W ho can te ll

B ydgoszcz is th e  V is tu la  c e n te r  fo r P o lish  p ine.
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indeed  how  m uch  i t  m ay p o u r back  in to  th e  P o lish  treasu ry  a fte r 

its firs t ten  years are  over?

T he new  laws in  P o lan d  look a fte r th e  in terests of th e  w orkers to  

an  am azing extent. T hey  m ust have a fo rtn ig h t’s vacation  —  w ith  

p a y ; and  b ra inw orkers (as opposed to  m an u a l w orkers) m ust have 

fo u r weeks free  each year. I f  a h u n d re d  o r  m ore  m o thers are 

em ployed, th e  factory  m ust have a nu rsery  fo r th e  bab ies —  th a t 

ex p la ined  w hy I  saw w hite  cu rta in s and  flow er boxes a t certa in  

w indow s of a g rea t factory.

A new  in d u stria l p la n t doesn’t  receive its perm ission to  open  un til 

adequa te  housing is p rov ided  fo r th e  fam ilies of th e  w orkm en. If  

houses n earb y  prov ide ap artm en ts  enough, w ell and  good; if  no t, 

th e  ow ners of th e  new p lan t m ust b u ild  fo r th e ir  em ployes. If  

a m an  liv ing in  a com pany-ow ned house is ou t of w ork —  no t on 

strike, b u t  because of some econom ic cond ition  —  he and  his fam ily  

m ay live on in  th e ir  room s w ithou t paying  any rent.

W orkm en, em ployers and  th e  sta te  all co n trib u te  to  a fu n d  th a t 

insures th e  m en against illness, accidents and  unem ploym en t and

F oreign  b u y e rs  of tim ber a re  freq u e n tly  am azed a t th e  s ize  and  th e  q u a lity  of P o lish  logs.
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provides o ld  age pensions. Indeed , no coun try  in  E u ro p e  has gone 

fa r th e r  along th is  line, w ith  th e  exception  of D enm ark. M others 

w ho w ork  in  factories have th ree  m onths’ m a te rn ity  leave —  and 

th e ir  pay goes on.

“ T om orrow ”, said one of m y hostesses in  far-aw ay W olynia, “we’ll 

go to  see th e  basa lt q u arry  a t Janow a D olina.”

I  wasn’t  th e  least in te rested  in  seeing a quarry . I t  was h o t w eath 

e r —  A ugust. I  d readed  th e  long drive  —  n in e teen  k ilom eters each 

way —  over sandy roads. H ow ever I  said  no th ing , b u t w ent —  and  

h ad  a m ost en joyable  tim e, one of m y P o lish  adventures I  d not 

w illingly  have missed.

Janow a D olina was, a few years ago, a stre tch  of forest land . 

P eop le  knew  th is  stone was th e re , b u t th e  ra ilro ad  was m ore  th a n  

eleven m iles off, and  w hat m ark e t was th e re  fo r basa lt?

In  som e places th e  stone —  a grayish-black rock som ething like  

g ran ite  —  is no m ore  th a n  a m eter o r two below  th e  surface. T he 

q u arry  is a great, open  cu t w here we fo u n d  six h u n d red  m en w ork 

ing, th e ir  ham m ers m aking  a continuous tink le , tin k le  th a t  a little  

d istance off sounded lik e  fa iry  m usic. T h e  best q u a lity  of basa lt 

comes in  long vertical s tra ta  th a t look like  colum ns in  an  ancient 

tem ple.

A  w arn ing  cry  — b lasting  —  th e  d irec to r m otion ing  fo r m e to 

look up  to  th e  surface w here a group of m en  w ith  crow bars were 

push ing  a t one of the  colum ns —  sixty tons in  w eight, it  fe ll in to  

th e  p i t  w here  we w ere posted. T h e  m en  sw arm ed u p  to  b reak  it  

in to  sm aller pieces and  th e n  cu t i t  in to  blocks.

“W atch —  w ith  p rac tice  a m an  develops a six th  sense so th a t  he 

know s ju s t w here  to  strike, ju s t how  h a rd  a blow  w ith  h is  ham m er. 

H e can b re a k  i t  ju s t w here he  w ants. How m any  sizes do we sell? 

E ight. These largest blocks are  fo r paving city  streets and  fo r m ak 

ing  m ain  h ighw ays —  places th a t  m ust s tand  up  u n d e r heavy traffic . 

T hey  w ill last fo r tw enty-five years.”

I  w ent to  see how  th e  basa lt blocks are  sorted , and  th e ir  p riva te  

ra ilro ad  lin e  connecting  th e  q u arry  w ith  th e  n earest P o lish  station , 

an d  in to  th e  office to  look at in teresting  pho to g rap h s show ing th is 

and  tha t.
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B u t w hat in terested  m e m ost was th e  efforts of th e  m anagem ent, 

in  th a t iso lated  p lace in  W olynia, to  m ake life  livable fo r th e  two 

th ousand  m en an d  th e ir  fam ilies. Some live in  th e  n earest little  

tow n, some in  barracks here. T hey’ve begun a five-year housing 

cam paign  —  sixty houses a year, some fo r two fam ilies. W e w alked 

up  th e  road  to  see some, abou t h a lf  b u ilt  —  such a ttrac tive  houses 
they  w ere!

O ne school, and  a second u n d e r construction . A docto r and 

a den tist w ho are  always there . T he little  ho sp ita l is tem porary , 

and  a la rg e r one is being  p lan n ed  for. A n electric  lig h t p lan t. 

A board ing  house fo r th e  u n m arried  m en. A c ircu la ting  lib ra ry  —  

ra th e r, two of them , one in  th e  q u arry  and  one in  th e  n earest town. 

A read ing  and  game room , w ith  a good radio . A nursery  school 

for th e  youngsters of k in d erg a rten  age —  how  cunning th ey  were, 

in  th e ir  un ifo rm  of red  hats  and  gray aprons p ip ed  in  red , p lay ing  

circle games w ith  a k in d erg a rten  teacher.

O ff a sho rt d istance was an  open-air assem bly ground, w ith  

a lovely background  of forest trees. T here  th e  peop le  give plays,

A c ig a re tte  fa c to ry  in Poznan.

110



ho ld  th e ir  dances -— th e  quarry  has its own o rchestra  —  or listen  

to  in fo rm al talks. A stre tch  of sand by th e  river has been  m ade 

in to  a beach , w ith  b a th  houses and  a special place fo r ch ild ren  to  

p lay  and  swim.

A ll these m odern  th ings, ind ica ting  the  rea l in terest th e  m an 

agem ent takes in  th e  w orkm en and  th e ir  fam ilies, come slowly in 

m ost in d u stria l plants. A t Janow a D olina they  seem ed a m a tte r  of 

course and everyone was su rp rised  at m y su rp rise  in  find ing  them  

there .

In  the  q u a rry  a t J an o w a  D olina I w a tch ed  a  s ix ty -to n  colum n of b a sa lt fa ll in to  th e  p it, 
to  be b roken  up , cu t in to  b locks, an d  u sed  in  m aking  new  h ig h ro ad s .
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A G R I C U L T U R E

P o l a n d  has one industry  th a t’s a ll-im p o rtan t —  farm ing. A lm ost 

th  ree-fourths of th e  peop le  get th e ir  liv ing d irec tly  from  th e  land . 

T h e ir  p ro sp erity  o r poverty  m eans good o r b ad  years fo r  P oland .

D uring  m y journey ings I  saw th e  greatest contrasts in  ag ricu ltu re . 

I  w atched m en cu tting  w heat w ith  scythes and  w om en b in d in g  it 

in to  sheaves, m en and  w om en toge ther th resh in g  i t  w ith  flails —  it 

rem in d ed  m e of B ib le  tim es. I  saw also excellent and  up-to-date 

farm ing , m ethods of avoiding waste th a t  are  qu ite  unknow n in 

A m erica —  fo r exam ple, a m an goes on foot a fte r th e  p lan te r, a le rt 

to  p reven t a single m iss in  th e  reg u la r d ro p p in g  of seeds. I  saw 

peasants u tiliz ing  g round  th a t  we’d call h illy  and  no good fo r 

crops —  th ey  plow  a t an  angle th a t  keeps th e  good topsoil from  

w ashing dow n in to  th e  valley.

In  th e  M iddle  Ages P o lan d  was know n as “ th e  g ranary  of 

E urope .” I t  was th e  sale of h e r  gra in  th a t  enab led  kings and  nobles 

to  im p o rt from  foreign lands th e  m any b eau tifu l and  costly objects 

seen today  in  palaces and  m useum s. She w ill be  again  th e  granary  

of E u ro p e  w hen th e  sm all landow ner becom es prosperous once 

m ore. A nd th is  th e  governm ent hopes to  b rin g  abou t in  th ree  

ways.

T h e  first is th e  red is trib u tio n  of peasan t holdings. F o r cen turies 

i t ’s been th e  custom  in P o lan d  fo r a m an  to  d iv ide h is lan d  am ong 

a ll h is ch ild ren  —  ju s t the  opposite  of th e  E nglish  tra d itio n  th a t 

th e  o ldest son in h e rit th e  estate and  th e  younger sons seek th e ir  

fo rtunes ab road  o r go in to  business. A P o le ’s large farm  becam e 

five farm s, or e ight, according to  th e  size of h is fam ily. I f  i t  was
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In  a n o th e r  g en e ra tio n  th e  v e ry  long  and  v e ry  na rrow  fie ld s, th a t  look like s tr ip e s  in a gay  
ribbon , w ill d isap p e a r  from  th e  Po lish  landscape .

forest land , pastu re , and  a rab le  fields, each ch ild  m ust have some 
of each, to be absolutely fair.

T he heirs d iv ided  th e ir  portions am ong th e ir  ch ild ren , so th a t in  

a few generations farm s grew sm aller and  sm aller, th e  fields becam e 

n arrow er and  narrow er, th e  n u m b er of scattered  fields h e ld  b y  one 

m an increased and  precious tim e was lost in  m oving team s and  
plows from  place to place.
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T he new P o land  found, on tak ing  stock, a m illion  and  a h a lf  of 

such farm s —  w ith  fields very scattered  or b ad ly  shaped. W hy n o t 

coun t up  th e  acres in  a given d istric t and  reap p o rtio n  th e  fields so 

th a t one m an w ould have th e  sam e acres as before, b u t all in  one 
p lace?

l ook a t these two sketches and  you’ll see a t a glance w hat 

a p rob lem  th e  ag ricu ltu ra l com m ission h ad  to  solve. A ll th e  scat

te red  fields in  b lack  belonged to  one m an  who now owns th is  solid 

b lack  section. H is neighbors also have now  large pieces of lan d  

instead  of several sm all ones —  o r instead  of m any! In  some 

provinces of P o land  m en ow ned dozens of pieces; some h ad  fifty , 

a h u n d re d ; th e  n u m b er was as h igh  as two h u n d red  whose to ta l 
m ade seventy-five acres.

How m uch  tim e is saved, in  those very weeks w hen tim e is m ost 

precious, by  no t having  to go back and  fo rth  to  d istan t fields! One 

peasan t w alked two and  a h a lf  k ilom eters instead  of fifty-nine. In  

one village th e  to ta l saved was m ore th an  n ine  h u n d red  k ilom eters.

M uch ground too is saved th a t before  h ad  to  be used fo r roads 
and boundaries. In  one village the  saving to ta led  th ir ty  acres, in 
an o th e r m ore th an  n inety.

T he com m ission no t only changes a m an ’s ho ld ings in to  a p lo t 

easily accessible, b u t does all th a t is possible to  have th is  p lo t con

venien tly  arranged . M any fields w ere long and  very, very narrow  —  

som etim es th e  leng th  was a h u n d red  tim es th e  w idth . W here it  

can be done, a m an  receives now a square of land . T he new schem e 

tries no t to have any farm s w here th e  leng th  is m ore th an  ten  tim es 
th e  w idth .

A reassem bled fa rm  m eans b e tte r  crops. D rainage can be carried  

ou t w here befo re  i t  was im possible. M achinery  can be  used to  

advantage. I t ’s possible to  raise m ore  expensive crops —  tobacco, 

fo r exam ple —  because now it’s p rac tica l to  have a w atchm an. I t ’s 

easier to  get a lo an ; w ho w ould  tak e  a m ortgage on a w idely scat
te red  farm ?

T he new style of farm s m eans a la rger incom e too. A m an can 

use two horses instead of th ree  o r four. H e can h ire  less help . If 

befo re  he  used his o lder ch ild ren , they  can now get o th e r w ork to  

do. In  m any cases th e  incom e is doub le  w hat it  was.

Most of all, the  sm all landow ner now feels th a t th is  piece of lan d
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The s c a tte re d  fie ld s  in  b lack a ll b e longed  to one m an w ho now, s in ce  th e  re d is trib u tio n  
o f lan d  in h is  d is tr ic t,  ow ns th is  so lid  b lack  sec tio n . I t m eans  a sav in g  of tim e, le s s  lan d  

tak en  fo r roads , b e tte r  c rops an d  m ore incom e.



p

is rea lly  h is —  th e  best a rgum ent in  th e  w orld , I  was to ld  over and 

over, against Com m unism .
“ W ell,” I  asked sceptically , “I  can understand , of course, th e  b en 

efit to  th is  generation . B u t w hat’s to  p reven t th is  peasan t’s d iv id 

ing h is solid b lack  section am ong his seven sons and  fo u r daughters, 

and  befo re  m any years have gone by  th e  w hole process m ust be 

done over ag a in ?”
“N oth ing  preven ts h im  —  for th e  presen t. Changes in  lan d  ow ner

ship  m ust com e very  slowly —  unless th ey ’re  b ro u g h t abou t by  rev 

o lu tion . W e h ope  in  tim e to  have a law  fo rb id d in g  th e  d iv id ing 

of a reassem bled farm  fo r —  say, fifty  years; p e rh ap s  by  th a t tim e 

th e  peop le  them selves w ill see th a t  they  m ustn ’t  d iv ide it. B u t such 

a law  m ust come as a resu lt of p u b lic  op in ion , i t  can’t  be th ru s t 

dow n m en’s th roats.
“ I t’s been  suggested th a t  w here a fa rm er carries insurance, th e  

m oney be  d iv ided  am ong h is ch ild ren , leaving ou t th e  son who gets 

lire land . W ith  th e  new trad e  schools th e  peasants w ill le a rn  — 

gradually , of course —  th a t  it’s no t wise, it’s no t necessary to  p u t 

a ll th e  ch ild ren  on th e  land . Because a m an has five sons, does it 

follow  th a t all five of them  w ill love the  lan d  and  do w ell on it?  W hy 

should  th e  eldest son be considered th e  best fa rm er?  B u t if one 

son’s a ta ilo r  and  an o th e r a b lacksm ith , th e  th ird  a ca rpen te r, th e  

m ost p rom ising fa rm er am ong th e  ch ild ren  should  have the  land . 

T h is w ill come —  in tim e.”
W hen th e  ag ric id tu ra l com m issions began  th e  red is trib u tio n  of 

fields, th e  peasan t ow ners looked on sceptically. All fields w eren t 

equ a lly  fe rtile , they  argued. If  I  have as m any  hectares as before, 

perh ap s th e  soil w on’t  be as rich . Now th ey ’re  en thusiastic  about 

th e  new p lan  and  freq u en tly  th e  com m issioners have requests from  

o th e r d istricts, begging them  to come and  rearrange th e  fields. I t ’s 

m ost g ratify ing  w hen one group of peasants p reach  th e  gospel of 

red is trib u tio n  to  th e ir  friends in  o th e r  villages.

T he firs t w ork in  each section of P o lan d  is done w ith o u t charge. 

F o r th e  subsequent ones a sm all charge is m ade —  enough to  cover 

expenses. I t  comes to  abou t e igh t zlotys an  acre, w hich  can be p a id  

in  th ree  yearly  in stalm en ts —  no in terest. R ecently  even th is  low 

price has been low ered w here th e  peasants offered  to give so m any 

days’ w ork, w ith  wagons and  team s.
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P o lan d  h ad  a ltoge ther tw enty-four m illion  acres of these scattered  

holdings and  im possibly shaped  fields. M ore th a n  seven m illion  

have already  been  rearranged . T he schedule is h a lf  a m illion  acres 

each year. In  an o th e r generation  th e  w ork w ill be  com pleted.

T he second p lan  of th e  governm ent deals w ith  w hat E u ro p e  calls 

land  refo rm  —  two w ords th a t  have an  om inous sound in  some 

countries w here they  m ean  a revo lu tionary  b reak ing  u p  of great 

estates. P a r t  o r a ll of th e  lan d  is tak en  from  th e  fo rm er owners, 

w ith  or w ithou t paym ent, and  given to  th e  landless peasants. N ot so 

in  P o land . H ere  lan d  refo rm  m eans a g radual change in  th e  old 

system of ag ricu ltu re  and  its im provem ent, by  a lte ring  th e  two 

extrem es of farm s — th e  very large estates of thousands of acres, 

and  th e  very sm all, even tin y  farm s —  tw elve acres o r less. Of th e  

la tte r  P o lan d  h ad  a m illion  and  a h a lf  —  farm s too sm all to  sup 

p o rt a fam ily  and  leave any surp lus to  be  sold.

T he schedule called  fo r h a lf  a m illion  acres each year, to  be  taken  

from  th e  very large estates and  sold — no t given —  to th e  peasants. 

T he ow ners receive h a lf  th e  sum in  cash, th e  o th e r h a lf  is to  be paid  

over a perio d  of fifteen  years.

T he p e a s a n ts  receive  a  fif te en -y ea r loan  from  th e  s ta te , so th a t  th e y  can  bu y  ca ttle  and
h o rse s , p low s and  too ls .
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One of th e  new  co lon ies in W olyn ia . H ouses  a re  m uch fa r th e r  ap a r t th a n  in th e  old days,
an d  m uch b e tte r  b u ilt too.

“W liat pe rcen t m ay th e  ow ner of a large estate k e e p ? ” I  asked. 

“ I t ’s no t done by  percents. I t  depends on w here th e  lan d  is. In 

a subu rb an  d istric t o r in  an  in d u stria l section, a h u n d red  and  fifty 

acres —  th a t  m eans a rab le  fields, pastu res and  forest lan d  a ren 't 

coun ted  in. In  th e  eastern  provinces, seven h u n d red  and  fifty  acres. 

In  th e  rest of P o land , fo u r h u n d red  and  fifty.

“ C ontrary  to  w h a t every one expected , th e  com m ission d idn ’t  have 

to  force m any  of the  large estates to  sell. H ard  h it  by  th e  econom ic 

crisis, th ey  have v o lun ta rily  offered  fo r sale m ore acres th a n  the  

schedule requ ired . Of course th e re  are some exceptions, b u t on 

th e  w hole th e  landow ners subm itted  g ladly enough to th is  new plan. 

T h e  tru th  is, m any of th e  large  estates w eren’t  very p ro fitab le .”

O ne landow ner, th e  w idow of a P o lish  general, to ld  m e th a t  w hen 

i t  was know n in  th e  village th a t  she’d sell two h u n d red  and  fifty  

acres of h e r  land , m any peasants w anted to buy. I t  was only a m a t

te r  of choosing am ong them  and find ing  th e  m ost re liab le  m en who 

w ould be  sure to  carry ou t th e ir  paym ents over th e  perio d  of years. 

Indeed , some peasants w ere so anxious to  have a piece of th is  land  

th a t  they  offered  m ore th a n  the  req u ired  sum in cash.
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The M in istry  of A g ricu ltu re  h e lp ed  th e  p e a s a n ts  rebu ild  th is  v illage  a f te r  a  d is a s tro u s  fire. 
No m ore th a tc h e d  roo fs. More space  a ro u n d  th e  co ttag es .

“B u t how  can th e  peasants pay  so m uch, in  ready  m oney? H ave 

th ey  a zloty le f t to  s ta rt farm ing  —  fo r cattle  and  horses and plows 

and  to o ls?”
“ T hey  get a loan  from  a state fund. T hey  actually  pay, cash down, 

from  five to  tw enty-five p ercen t of th e  p rice  of th e  land . T he 

balance over a period  of tw enty to  fo rty  years, w ith  in terest a t five 

o r six percen t.”
I  asked how m any acres th e  “ dw arf farm s” ough t to  be and  was 

som ew hat su rp rised  to  lea rn  th a t  no one figure answers th e  question. 

I t  depends on w here th ey  are  and  w hat k in d  of soil. Twenty-five 

acres of rich , b lack  land . In  eastern  P o land  w here m ore pastures 

are  necessary, fifty  acres. In  th e  cen ter and  west, th irty . F o r all 

of P o land , p e rh ap s th irty -five is an average.
B u t th e  add itio n a l acreage needed  to  m ake th a t  m illion  and  a h a lf  

of tin y  farm s a p rac tica l size, an d  to  m ake th e  m any thousands of 
new  farm s doesn’t  a ll come from  th e  large estates. In  th e  eastern  

p a r t  of P o land  are  some six m illion  acres of waste lan d  —  waste 

because i t ’s m arshy, too wet to grow anything. T he grass th e re  is 

so b it te r  th e  anim als w ill not ea t it. T he  th ird  p lan  of th e  govern-
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S hacks like th is  a re  d isap p ea rin g  One m an m ade b ricks  from  clay  on h is  own
in W olyn ia . land , and  b u ilt th is  house.

m ent is to  d ra in  these m arshes and  settle  peop le  on th e  lan d  thus 

m ade usable.

H a lf a m illion  colonists have been sta rted  in  life. Some are  groups 

of ex-soldiers. Some com e from  d istan t p a rts  of P o land , offered  

la rger p lo ts of land  th an  they  h ad  before, as an  inducem ent to  m ake 

th e  change. In  th e ir  fo rm er hom e villages, two o r th ree  farm s are 

th en  m ade one, to  give enough lan d  to  m ake farm ing  practical.

D uring  th e  week I  was m otoring  abou t W olynia I  saw a n um ber 

of these colonies. A group of ten  to  th ir ty  houses, w ith  th e ir  ou t

bu ild ings, and  tid y  fields.

“How do these new settlers finance them selves, th e  first few 

j 'ea rs?” I  asked.

“Loans from  th e  sta te  —  fo r new  bu ild ings and  eq u ip m en t — to 

he p a id  off in  fifteen  years. T he build ings are  p u t up  u n d e r the  

d irec tion  of techn ica l m en from  th e  M inistry  of A gricu lture. W e’ll 

show you th e  p lans of m odel houses.”

F loo r p lans, fro n t and  back  view of th e  house, how  to a rrange th e  

garden around  it, and  d irections fo r b u ild in g  — all th is  the  M inistry

The new  s e tt le r s  h av e  h o u se s  like th ese .
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sends out. T hey  don’t  have six m odels, so th a t I  saw th e  same houses 

over and  over and  over as I  drove about, b u t two h u n d red  and  sixty 

d iffe ren t p lans; and  very a ttrac tive  some of them  were!

T he M inistry  has experim en ted  w ith  m ateria ls  availab le in  th e  

cast of P o land  and  has found  it  possible to b u ild  a house of tw isted  

straw  and lim e — a house th a t s w arm er th a n  a fram e house in  w in 

te r, and  th e  m ateria ls  cost a fo u rth  o r a fifth  as m uch. Peasants 
can do nearly  all the  w ork them selves.

We stopped  one day w here fou r m en were b u ild in g  such a house. 

I t  rem inded  m e of the  construction  of a concrete house in  A m erica. 

1 hey  w ere packing  in to  a fram ew ork th e  coils of tw isted straw , th en  
pouring  th e  lim e in.

I  m ade a long jou rney  from  W arsaw to see fo r m yself w hat th is  

waste lan d  was like , befo re  and  a fte r drainage. I  drove across th e  

fields of one estate, to  w atch w ork going on and look at th e  acres a l

ready  done. H ere they  w ere ju st starting , th a t fie ld  was d ra in ed  

a year ago, th e  nex t two years ago, and  so on. Two years’ hay, they  

said, is enough to  pay for the  drainage, fo r hay  is one of th e  m ost 

im p o rtan t crops in  th a t p a r t of th e  coun try  and always brings a good 

price. T hey  counted in  as p a r t of the  cost sending th e ir  forem an



Two y e a r s ’ h ay  will pay  fo r th e  d ra in ag e , fo r one so aso n  — two cu ttin g s  — g iv es  from  sev en  
to  tw elve  th o u san d  k ilos a  h ec ta re .

to  a sho rt course given by  th e  M inistry  of A gricu ltu re , and  th e  b ill 

of th e  firm  of engineers in  Lwow w ho surveyed th e ir  lan d  and  m ade 

a six-year p lan  fo r d ra in ing  it.
“I t  w ould cost peasants som ew hat less th e n ? ” I  asked.

“ O h, yes. W ith  good w eather th ey  can ea rn  enough w ith  one 

year’s hay  harvest to  pay  fo r w hatever th ey  m ust buy  fo r d ra in ing  

th e ir  fields. Advice and d irections th ey  get free from  th e  M inistry. 

A nd n ea rly  all th e  w ork  th ey  can do them selves.”
O ne stre tch  of th e ir  lan d  gave m e an  idea of how  th e  w hole used 

to  look —  a tangle  of very coarse grass, th ick  undergrow th , and  

a few trees th a t a re  good fo r no th ing . In  th e  next section th is  coarse 

grass h ad  been  cu t —  m uch  as we cu t sod —  and p iled  u p  in  great 

m ounds.
In  th e  nex t p a r t  th ey  w ere doing th e  firs t plow ing. T hey  used 

fou r oxen and  a special plow  witli one w heel and  one disc. I t  cam e 

from  A m erica, the  fo rem an  announced  p roud ly , and  is called  

“p ra ir ie  b reak er.” T hough i t  w ent only  abou t ten  inches deep, it
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A d ra in ag e  d itch  w ill change  th is  m a rsh , covered  w ith  co arse , b itte r  g ra ss , in to  ex ce llen t
m eadow  and  p a s tu re  land .

was strenuous w ork —  so h a rd  th a t th e  oxen w ould go four o r five 
yards, th en  stop fo r a long rest.

T h is p low ing req u ired  five m en —  each yoke of oxen h ad  a m an 

guiding, one m an held  th e  plow  handles, a hoy follow ed and  tu rn e d  

hack  in  even line  w hatever pieces of th ick  sod fell ou t of place, and 

th e  fo rem an  d irec ted  th e  o thers. L a te r on th a t fie ld  w ould be  h a r 

row ed, p low ed a second tim e  and  again harrow ed, and  nex t spring  
p lan ted  in  grass.

On an o th e r estate they  found, w hen  they  began th e ir  d rainage 

w ork, th a t  one p a rtic u la r  fie ld  was extrem ely  w et an d  it  w ould  cost 

ex o rb itan tly  to  d ra in  it. W hy not, th e ir  engineer suggested, m ake it  

in to  a pond  and  raise carp  ? Now fish of every k in d  com m and a very 

h igh  p rice  in  P o land . F ish  costs fa r  m ore  th a n  m eat and  th e re ’s 

a steady m ark e t fo r it, all th e  year round . So m y hosts m ade a carp  

pond , h ire d  an expert to  look a fte r th e  fish, and  from  th is  en te r

p rise  th ey ’re  getting  enough p ro fit to  he lp  pay  fo r th e ir  d rainage.

B u t the m ost in teresting  results I  saw at Sarny w here th e  M inistry
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lias estab lished  an  E xp erim en t S tation , to  find  ou t w hat crops, w hat 

fru its  and  vegetables w ill do best on th is  fo rm er m arsh  and  m oor

land . T he w ork is very scientifically  done. F o r m any experim ents 

th ey  d iv ide a p lo t of g round in to  seven parts , rep ea t each ex

p e rim en t four tim es, and  th en  tak e  th e  average.

In  one p lace they  w ere m ak ing  tests w ith  fertiliz ing . In  th e  firs t 

section th e  g round was le ft alone, th e  nex t was given tw enty-five 

k ilos of phosphorus, a th ird  h ad  fifty  kilos, th e n  seventy-five, 

a h u n d red , and  a h u n d red  twenty-five. W hen th e  grass was m atu red , 

th e  sections w ent h ig h er and  h igher, like  steps of living green.

“P hosphorus,” exp la ined  m y guide, “ is th e  crying need  of m ost 

of th e  lan d  here. B u t som etim es po tash  is needed. F arm ers send 

in  sam ples of th e ir  soil, we m ake various tests, and  determ ine  ju s t 

w hat is lack ing  and  how  m uch fe rtilize r should  be  added .”

In  an o th e r p a r t  of th e  S tation  they  w ere try ing  to  fin d  th e  best 

hay  fo r d ra in ed  land . F rom  a dozen d iffe ren t grasses th ey ’d  m ade 

som e th ree  h u n d re d  com binations. F o r some k inds of grass th e  

p astu re  w ill last th ree  years o r fo u r; fo r o thers as long as ten  years, 

som etim es longer.

The m ain  d ra in ag e  d itch , w ith  la te ra ls  re a ch in g  fa r  o u t on b o th  sides, s e rv e s  a  la rg e  area .

124



T hey w ere experim en ting  w ith  crop ro ta tion , try in g  various p lo ts 

w ith  pastu re  fo r one o r two o r th ree  years betw een crops. W hat 

vegetables are  best ad ap ted  to  th is  la n d ?  W hat fru its  w ill do well 

he re?  W hen to  cu t hay?  T he best tim e of year to  p lan t —  is it 

necessary to  w ait till  all th e  ice is ou t of th e  ground?

A fter th e  assistant to th e  d irec to r exp la ined  som ething of th is 

w ork, I  understood  w hy th e  S tation  needs n early  th ree  thousand  

test fields. Its  six h u n d red  acres is none too large. Some of th is  is 

sandy  soil, some is forest, some is old m oorland.

W e drove past some of these test fields to  see th e  new drainage 

d itches. Once th is  land  is d ra ined , th e re  is som etim es d u ring  the  

sum m er no t enough w ater. T h e  d itches are  m ade w ith  locks w hich 

contro l th e  am ount of w ater —  in o th e r words, they  serve botli for 

d ra in in g  and  for irriga ting !

W as I  too tired , th ey  asked, to  go on foo t a few k ilom eters?  No 

carriage  b rid g e  across some of th e  ditches. W e sent th e  coachm an 

back  and  tram p ed  across th e  fields to  a v illage —  a very sm all v il

lage indeed , b u t one of th e  m ost in teresting  th ings of a ll I  saw th a t 

day. Its  story I  h ea rd  as we w alked along.

T he f irs t crop on  d ra in e d  lan d  is carefu lly  s tu d ie d  by  th e  E xperim en t S ta tio n  e x p erts .
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T he lock, m ade of co n cre te  and  wood, co n tro ls  th e  am oun t of w a te r  in  th e  d itch  — som etim es 
fo r d ra in ag e , som etim es fo r irrigation!

A lock in th e  m ain d itch  on th e  lan d  d ra in ed  by  th e  E xperim en t S ta tio n  a t S a rn y .
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“W hen the  S tation  began w ork here, th e  village h ad  seven houses. Its  

peop le  ow ned in  com m on a stre tch  of m arshy  ground —  h ad  ow ned 

it so fo r years and  years —  p erh ap s centuries. T he m en —  and  some 

of th e  w om en —  cam e over to th e  S tation  to  w ork. T hey saw w hat we 

w ere doing w ith  w et land , they  asked questions, they  began d ra in in g  

th e ir  com m unity  m arsh . Now and  th en  th ey ’d come to  us fo r some 

advice and  th e  d irec to r w ould  say. ‘T he first tim e I ’m  over in  your 

d irection . I ’ll come look at th is o r th a t and  te ll you w hat to  do.’

“T hey  w ere wise enough no t to  try  to  do th e  w ork a ll a t once, 

b u t m ade a schedule to  accom plish  so m uch each year. T he fo u rth  

year of th e  S tation  they  stopped  com ing over fo r w ork by  th e  day 

and  p u t all th e ir  tim e  in  on th e ir  own land . Now we can’t  get them  

to do any w ork 

fo r us, on the  

con trary  they  are 

them selves h iring  

day  w orkers in 

certa in  m onths of 

th e  year and  ta k 

ing p e a s a n t s  
whom  the  Station 

could use!

“Y ou’d never 

know  th e  village 

was th e  s a m e  

place. Its  seven 

houses are  now 

eighteen. S o m e  

of th e  first h o u 

ses, little  m ore 
th a n  shacks, are 

used now for 

an im als o r for 

s t o r i n g  sup 

plies —  t  h  a t’l 1 

show you how 

these people  used 

to  live. A fie ld  of fo rage  corn  a t S a rn y .

127



“T he ch ild ren  used to  go all th e  way to  Sarny to  school —  w hen 

th ey  w ent a t a ll; fo r th e re  was no passable road  across th e  m arshes 

and  instead  of th e  stra ig h t fo u r k ilom eters, as th e  new  road  runs, 

they  h ad  to  trudge th re e  sides of a square. T oday  th ey  have a little  

schoolliouse of th e ir  own —  th e  peasants b u ilt  it  and  th e  d istric t 

pays fo r th e  teacher.”

If th is  can he accom plished n ear Sarny, w hy no t in  o th e r places 

to o ?  W hen I  asked, I  lea rn ed  th a t th e  peop le  of th a t v illage were, 

how ever, som ew hat above th e  average. Still, I  hope it’s a straw  

show ing how  th e  w ind of progress w ill blow  in  P o lish  villages in  

th e  eastern  provinces.

I  saw in  th e  Luck office of th e  M inistry  of A gricu ltu re  charts
s h o w i n g  how 

m any acres w ere 

d ra in ed  in  va

rious y e a r s  — 

a h u n d red  and 

f o r t y  thousand  

acres, again two 

h u n d red  th o u s

and. A t first it 

was all done w ith 

governm ent in i

tia tive, b u t now 

p riv a te  o w n e r s  

are  doing m ore 

acres th a n  th e  

state. I n d e e d ,  

d r a i n a g e  has 

been  d o n e  on 

such a large scale 

th a t  th e  experts 

say they  m ust 

call a h a lt and  

w ork ou t plans 

fo r river regu la 

tion , befo re  they 

can go on w ith
T his a ro m atic  m eadow -g rass, th e  E xperim en t S ta tio n  finds , is one 

of th e  b e st fo r d ra in ed  land.
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th e  dra inage  cam paign. Some of th is  can be  done only w ith  the  

coopera tion  of Soviet Russia, as rivers don’t  respect frontiers.

As in  o th e r lands, th e  w orld  over, th e  P o lish  fa rm er has suffered  

from  th e  econom ic crisis. P aradox ical as i t  sounds, th e  peasant 

farm ers are  liv ing b e tte r  th a n  ever before. In  th e  firs t years a fte r 

th e  w ar prices w ere h igh  and  th ey  sold every calf, every pig, every 

chicken, sold th e ir  m ilk  and  cheese, w hile  th e  fam ily  h ad  alm ost 

a s tarvation  diet. Now prices are  low, and  low er still. Since they  

can’t  sell th e ir  p roduce  a t a p ro fit, th e  peasants consum e i t  th em 

selves. H a rd  tip fo r cash they  m ay be, b u t they  and th e ir  fam ilies 

are in  th e  best o f h ea lth  as a resu lt of th e  good fare  they  now enjoy.

Hemp fie ld s  a t S a rn y  g ive la rg e  c rops of v e ry  good fiber.
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S O C I A L  S E R V I C E

S o c ia l  service isn’t new in P o land . I suppose it goes back  to  the  

firs t m onasteries and  convents. B u t since 1918 it  lias changed. The 

last decades of th e  P a rtitio n s  th e  greatest service one could give 

was p a trio tic  —  teach ing  P olish  in  secret schools (and  often  being 

sent in to  exile if one was found  o u t) , fostering  love of country 

th ro u g h  songs and  lite ra tu re  and  stories of heroes, teach ing  th e  

younger generation  th a t  th ey  m ust be ready  to  m ake sacrifices for 

Poland.
B u t w ith  th e  regain ing  of independence  new  form s of social ser

vice have com e in to  being. T hough  th is  w as no t m y special in terest 

in  P o land , m y a tten tion  was often  d raw n to these new  activities. 

Som etim es a t unexpected  places I  ran  across them .

C h ild ren ’s p laygrounds —  you th in k  th ey ’re  only ath le tics?  N ot 

in  P o land . O n one of m y exploring  w alks in  W arsaw , I  h ap p en ed  

on a p layground , w ent in , and  h ad  a long ta lk  w ith th e  d irector. 

She was a charm ing  young w om an w ho’d spen t some m onths in  th e  

U nited  States, v isiting  p laygrounds in various cities. T h is one was th e  

firs t to  be  opened  in  P o land , b u t o th e r cities w ere qu ick  to  follow.

N ever have I  seen a city  p layground  in  o u r coun try  blessed w ith  

so m uch space as th a t  one in  W arsaw. I t  h ad  slides and  sandpiles, 

space fo r volley b a ll and  n e t b a ll and  fo r circle games. I t  h ad  

a res tau ran t, w ith cunning  low tab les fo r th e  k idd ies to  sit a t w hen 

they  have th e ir  m ilk  and  second b reak fast —  special m ilk  sold for 

th e  youngsters fo r w hom  th e  doctor o rdered  it. I t  h ad  a large 

shelter, open  on one side, fo r ra in y  hours. P laces fo r sunbaths, 

aw ninged over fo r th e  very h o t days th a t  do som etim es come in 

W arsaw.

130



T he f irs t p lay g ro u n d  in P o land  w as opened  in W arsaw , b u t o th e r  c itie s  quickly  bo rrow ed  th e  idea.

P lay g ro u n d s in Po lish  c itie s  h ave  am ple space  — fa r  m ore th a n  ours!



F o r litt le  ch ild ren  th e re  a re  m any  gam es w ith o u t ap p ara tu s .

In  th e  office of the  d irec to r th e  ch ild ren  are w eighed and 

m easured, w hen th ey  firs t come to  th e  p layground , and  a t stated  

in tervals the rea fte r. I his hoy is no t to jo in  in  th e  m ost strenuous 

games, b u t m ust have m ore rest. T h a t little  g irl is to  have an ex tra  

feeding till  she gains so m any pounds. C h ildren  w ho can affo rd  

it pay  tw o zlotys a m on th  for a p layground  m em bersh ip . To th e  

po o r of th a t neighborhood , i t ’s absolutely  free.
I t  is fa r  m ore th a n  a p layground, it’s a ch ild  w elfare station.

Lodz, th e  tex tile  m ill tow n, has adop ted  a d ifferen t p lan . I t  now 

has m ore th a n  two dozen sm all p laygrounds, scattered  all over th e  

city. No ch ild  lives m ore th a n  w alking distance from  a p lay 

ground.
P oznan  has com bined these two m ethods. I  w ent to  see th e  m ain  

p layground , a huge place, w itli no less th a n  seventeen instructors 

an d  often  as m any as th ree  thousand  ch ild ren , from  th ree  years up 

to fourteen . T here  w ere sandpiles and  slides, swings of various 

heights, w ading pools th a t are  u tilized  fo r skating  in  th e  w in ter, 

basket ba ll space fo r th e  o lder boys and  volley b a ll fo r th e  girls.

Show er b a th s  w ere in  a b u ild in g  a t th e  end  of th e  grounds. Con

necting th is  w ith  th e  office and  th e  a ttrac tive  little  house w here 

th e  d irec to r lives was a long loggia w here games are  p layed  on 

storm y days. H ere th e  city  was p rov id ing  d in n er and  su p p e r for 

th e  ch ild ren  of th e  unem ployed .
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Besides th is  cen tra l p layground , Poznan  has five sm aller ones in  

various d istricts. One or two new ones are  being  opened  each year 

an d  th is  is to  go on ti l l  th e re  are  fifteen . No ch ild  in  Poznan  is 

to  live m ore  th a n  a k ilo m eter from  a p layground.
“T hree  thousand  in  a d ay !” I  said in  am azem ent. “Do th a t  m any 

youngsters always get along sm oothly? Do you have any tro u b le  

w ith  d isc ip lin e?”
“P rac tica lly  none. E ach  ch ild  has a b lu e  card  w hich adm its h im  

to  th e  p layg round  —  th ey  cost tw o cents fo r a year. I f  it’s neces

sary to  d iscip line a ch ild , we tak e  h is card  away fo r one o r two 

weeks. W eeping and  w ailling  w hen th a t  occurs —  b u t i t ’s very 

seldom . In  m ost cases th e  ch ild ren  them selves do th e  d iscip lin ing  

and  an  easy m ethod  they  have found —  they  sim ply refuse to le t 

a ch ild  p lay  w ith  them . Som etim es th ey ’re  extrem ely  h a rsh  in 

th e ir  judg ing  and  an in stru c to r has to  in te rfe re  and  get th em  to 

m odify  such rough justice .”
Sum m er cam ps have becom e th e  fashion in  P o land . T h ere  are 

som e fo r well-to-do boys and  girls, b u t m ore are  fo r po o r city  child-

D eaf and  dum b ch ild ren  in th e  g arden  of one  of th e  spec ia l sch o o ls  in  W arsaw .
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ren  who need life  in  th e  coun try  to  store up  energy fo r th e  long 

and h a rd  w in te r —  th e  best m ethod  of figh ting  tuberculosis. T here  

are cam ps in  th e  m ounta ins and  cam ps n e a r th e  cap ita l w here 

youngsters go fo r th e  day, o r to  spend a fortn igh t.

In  m any cities th e re  are  day nurseries w here little  ch ild ren  whose 

m others w ork are  cared  fo r — fed, ba th ed , n apped . T here  are 

k in dergartens too —  som e are  conducted  as a p riva te  charity , some 

by  th e  city. A nd p u b lic  schools fo r ch ild ren  from  th ree  to  seven 

w hich  are also centers of advice fo r th e  parents.

Sum m er cam ps a re  all th e  fa sh io n  in P o land . T here  a re  h u n d re d s  of them . T h e re ’s keen  
com petition  to  see  w ho  can  g e t th e  b e s t su n b u rn . To w hich  lad  w ould  yo u  g ive th e  prize?

Indeed , I  th in k  every school I  saw in P o land  has gone in  for 

social service. Class w ork an d  lessons m ay be im p o rtan t, b u t th e  

school in terests itself in  th e  ch ild ren  also. W here  th e re  are  very poor 

p u p ils , th ey ’re  fed  a t school. H ere it  m ay be b reak fast, served by  

th e  cooking class to  boys and girls whose m others leave very early  for 

th e  factory  o r fo r day’s w ork ; if th e  school d id n ’t  p rov ide a ho t 

b reak fast, th ey ’d have none a t all. In  an o th e r school th e  “second 

b reak fast” is given by  th e  M others’ C lub to  poor ch ild ren . In  yet
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ano ther, th e  school provides a substan tia l d in n e r fo r a ce rta in  num 

b e r of girls o r boys.
“ W hat is th is ? ” 1 asked th e  p rin c ip a l in  a p u b lic  school w hen 

a servant cam e in to  th e  office w ith  a b ig  basket from  w hich  he  took 

package a fte r package, p u ttin g  th em  ou t on a long table.

“R olls o r sandw iches —  fo r th e  poorest of o u r ch ild ren . I t ’s th e  

schem e of th e  M others’ Club. W e send th e  servant each m orning  

to  a lis t of good-hearted  w om en —  some are  m o thers whose ch ild 

ren  come here , som e are  th e ir  friends —  and  each call results in  

a package; th e  cooks always have th em  ready. Shall I  open  one 

o r two and  show y o u ?”

“Yes, please do.”
“ Two rolls, b u tte red , w ith  ham . T h is one’s p la in  b read  and 

b u tte r , b u t fou r generous slices. H ere’s a sandw ich —  b lack  b read  

and  cold m eat. B read , two eggs, and  a piece of p la in  cake. T h a t’s 

abou t th e  average. I  don’t  know  how  those ch ild ren  w ould get 

along w ith o u t th is  h e lp .”

N ot only  food. M any ch ild ren  are  given clo th ing  at school — 

new th ings sent by  some group of w om en, o r p a rtly  w orn  garm ents 

th a t w ill serve an o th e r w inter.
Besides th is  m a te ria l he lp , some schools feel responsib le fo r th e  

free h ou rs of th e ir  ch ild ren . In  one school in  a w orkingm en’s 

d is tric t of W arsaw , certa in  room s w ere open  in  th e  afternoon. Boys 

and  girls whose m others w ere w orking could  stay th e re , busying 

them selves w ith  th e ir  hom e w ork  o r w ith  q u ie t games o r  books. 

F a r  b e tte r  to  have th em  in  a clean, w arm  place th a n  ou t on the  

streets.
N ot only  are  m any schools in  P o land  doing social service fo r 

th e ir  pup ils , in  som e such service is p a r t  of th e  schedule of today’s 

boys and  girls. T his school has “ ad o p ted ” a hom e fo r th e  b lin d  

and  provides every year a C hristm as p a rty  fo r th e  sightless inm ates. 

Now and  th e n  d u rin g  th e  school te rm  th e re ’s some special activ ity— 

a class going to  sing, fo r exam ple. A n o th er school has chosen an 

o rphanage  fo r its special service.

T h e  girls in  a board ing  school to ld  m e w ith  g reat p rid e  of th e  

day  nu rsery  th ey ’d  opened  and  th e  boys’ club they’d help  to  start.

“Som ething h ad  to be done,” they  explained . “ I t was p e rh ap s 

th e  beg inning  of w hat you call in  A m erica a gang. T he o lder
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girls and  th e  teachers couldn’t  go ou t a t dusk w ith o u t being 

accosted unpleasan tly . We gave th e  boys a room  of th e ir  own and 

fitted  ou t —  oh, very sim ply  a t firs t —  a ca rp en te r’s w orkshop.

“Now th e  boys m ake fo r us w hatever ou r school needs. T hey 

give p lays -— som etim es am using ones, som etim es serious. E very 

year th ey  help  w ith  th e  flow er show. In stead  of row dies, th ey ’re 

young gentlem en.”

Even a t R ydyzna th e  boys do some social service as a p a r t  of 

th e ir  school work.

“W hat is th is ? ” I  asked as we w alked along one of the  co rridors 

and  cam e on a p ile  of long boards.

“T he boys have decided to open  a c lubroom  fo r the  village. T he 

w oodw orking class vo lun teered  to  b u ild  th e  p a rtitio n s it  w ill need 

and  to  m ake some fu rn itu re . T h a t’s p rac tica l social service, isn 't it?  

T h e  boys a re  greatly  in terested  and  are fu ll o f p lans fo r th e  club- 

room . A nd of course th e  school th in k s it’s im p o rtan t th a t they  

grow up  w ith  a strong sense of ob ligation  — th ey  m ust do th e ir  

fu ll share  in  m ak ing  b e tte r  living conditions.”

In  villages a ll over P o land  I  found  groups of young 

peop le  belonging to  an o rganization  w ith  a long nam e th a t 

m eans som ething like  “V illage Y outh .” T hey  have th e ir  own 

room s, o r a w hole cottage. P rogram s and all th e  m a te ria l

n e e d e d  f o r  

carry ing  them  

ou t are  sent 

from  th e  m ain  

office. W ith  a 

little  he lp  and 

s u p e r v i  s i o n 

from  a friend ly  

e s t a t e  ow ner, 

o r h is  w ife or 

sister, the  young 

peop le  p resen t 

these program s 

—- lite ra ry  or 

h  i 8 1 o r i c a l  or
A clubroom  and  in te re s tin g  work ch an g ed  row dy lad s  in to  you n g

g en tlem en . dram atic .
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“V illage Y o u th ” doesn’t  take  up  ath letics. I t ’s in terested  ra th e r  

in  p rov id ing  w holesom e recrea tion  and  raising  th e  in te llec tua l level 
of these young m en and  women.

“Z iem ianki” , an  association of th e  wives of landow ners, is no t 

new, b u t its ju n io r  division is. Its  five h u n d red  m em bers are 

in terested  in  girls in  th e  coun try  and  have tak en  as th e ir  special 
task  raising  th e ir  in te llec tual and  m oral level. T he Ju n io r Zie- 

m iank is are  th e  leaders in  classes in  gardening, singing, and  girls’ 

problem s. T he w ork has grow n so th a t th e re  are now held , every 

tw o years, classes fo r leaders.

A n o th er p o p u la r  organization , w ith  m em bers all over P o land , is 

th e  “ W hite  Cross.” Its  special fie ld  is looking a fte r soldiers in 

peace tim e. I t  provides a can teen  fo r every reg im ent, i t  supplies 

books and  m agazines, it  looks a fte r th e  everyday w elfare of th e  

privates. In  some places i t  provides vo lun teer teachers fo r th e  

arm y schools. I t  gives to  th e  m en doing th e ir  m ilita ry  service some

th in g  w hich  th e  Casino provides for th e ir  officers —  a social cen ter 

w here th ey  feel a t hom e. T he good done by  th e  “ W hite  Cross” 

can’t  be estim ated  in  figures; how give results fo r preventive w ork?

I  w ent one day to a re s tau ran t, m anaged by one of m y W arsaw 

friends, w here food is served at cost, or less th a n  cost, to  unem 

ployed m en. N ew spapers and  m agazines, chess and  checkers are  

th ere  fo r them  

to read  o r p lay ; 

th u s th ey ’re en 
couraged to  stay 

fo r some hours 

i n s t e ^ a d  o f  

loafing on the  

streets.

“ I t does help  

to  keep up  th e ir  

m orale ,” P an i 

S. sum m ed up  

w hat she and 

h e r  f r i e n d s  

w ere try ing  to

t l o -  T he B oys’ Club a t Snopkow  p re s e n ts  a  p lay  in th e ir  ow n clubroom .
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A group of W arsaw  ladies, h eaded  by  Mme. P ilsudska, have 

estab lished  an  o rphanage a t B ielany  w hich  is called  “O u r H ouse.” 

I t  began  fo r w ar o rp h an s and  th e  lost ch ild ren  of refugees com ing 

back  from  Russia, b u t now opens its hosp itab le  doors to  o th e r 

needy  ch ild ren . G reat efforts a re  m ade to  m ake them  feel 

tho ro u g h ly  at hom e. O ne of th e  un iq u e  th ings abou t it  is th e  

large m easure of self-governm ent these boys and  girls have.

F ive o th e r houses, in  d iffe ren t sections of W arsaw , also u n d e r 

th e  care of M me. P ilsudska, p rov ide a p lace w here youngsters at

T he W hite  C ross h e lp ed  one reg im en t p u t on  th is  p lay  — a  s to ry  from  Po lish  h is to ry , 
you  can  te ll from  th e  costum es.

loose ends m ay spend  a few hours. A thousand  ch ild ren  of th e  u n 
em ployed, from  seven years up  to  fourteen , come from  eigh t o’clock 

to  tw elve o r from  tw o to  six. One group gets a h o t m eal a t ten  

o’clock, th e  o th e r a t th ree . E very ch ild  has a m o n th  a t a sum m er 

cam p.
A nd in  th e  evening these houses a re  used fo r unem ployed  young 

peop le  of tw enty  to  tw enty-five; th ey  have some class w ork, they  

read , b u t th e  m ost p o p u la r  th in g  is in fo rm al ta lk s on politics and 

social problem s. I t  is very im p o rta n t th a t  th is  group shall no t 

d r if t  in to  Bolshevism , I  was to ld  over and  over.
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A clubroom  for Po lish  so ld ie rs , m a in ta in ed  by  th e  W hite  C ross. T he c ircu la tin g  lib ra ry  is one of its  m ost po p u la r fe a tu re s .



“ O ur H ouse” , th e  ch ild ren  th e m se lv e s  nam ed  th e  o rp h an ag e  a t B ie lany , b u ilt by  Mme. P il- 
su d sk a  an d  h e r  co lleagues.

B oys an d  g irls  feel th o ro u g h ly  a t hom e and  a lm ost g overn  th em selv es .



P erh ap s  th e  m ost p rac tica l sort of social service is th a t w hich 

gives w ork. H ere’s one instance of m any I h ea rd  of in  P o land . N ot 

fa r  from  th e  cap ita l a group of lad ies asked fo r th e  use of a stre tch  

of waste land . T hey  b o u g h t fertilizers in  q u an tity , used them  

generously, and  soon h ad  a thousand  heads of fam ilies raising  po 

tatoes. O ften  th e  w hole fam ily  w ent ou t to  p lan t and  weed and 

dig  —- good fo r them  to w ork together, out in  the  fresh air. T he 

crops tu rn ed  ou t a huge success. Those thousand  fam ilies h ad  p o 

ta toes enough for th e  w inter, p lus some to  sell.

In  add ition  to  th e  w ork of various organizations, m any Poles are 

doing  social service independen tly . One m an  paid  th e  w hole cost 

of b u ild in g  a church . A no ther gave lan d  for a d is tric t hosp ita l. 

I  m e t a w om an w ho has sta rted  a board ing  school fo r u n d e r

nou rish ed  ch ild ren . T hey’re  from  two years up  to  seven and  in  h e r 

hom e in  th e  foo th ills  of th e  T a tras she gets them  in to  good shape 

physically . Some p aren ts  can pay  fo r th is. W hen  th ey  can’t, she 

accepts th e  youngsters anyw ay —  th a t’s h e r  share  in  service for 

P oland .

“ W hat peop le  need , som etim es I  th in k  th e ir  greatest need, is 

a p lace to  get together,” an estate ow ner said w hen we w ere dis

cussing how  best to  h e lp  th e  peasants. “W e’ve sta rted  h e re  —  very 

sim ply , yet i t ’s a beginning. T here  was a cottage available. We 

took ou t p a rtitio n s  and  m ade it all in to  one b ig  room . O ur people  

use it  fo r dances, fo r all th e ir  clubs, fo r any ta lks they  w ant. Yes, 

i t ’s p roved  a good investm ent.”

E v iden tly  he’s n o t alone in  th in k in g  th is. I  spent a few days at 

a coun try  house w here th e  fam ily  h ad  been  liv ing only  a sho rt tim e.

“ T h ere ’s th e  b u ild in g  we’ve chosen and  h ope  we can buy ,” th e  

countess said one m orn ing  as we w alked  from  h e r  gate tow ard  th e  

village post office. “I t  took  us a little  w hile  to  get settled  and  to 

m ake friends w ith  th e  peop le  liv ing  n e a r us. Now a fte r studying 

th e  question  from  a ll sides, m y h u sband  an d  I  agree th a t  ou r first 

step , if  we w an t to  h e lp  them , is to  have a com m unity  center. T hen  

we can b u ild  up  various clubs a ro u n d  th a t.

“ T he village? I t has abou t th ree  thousand , b u t  only a very few 

a re  w orking fo r us. Y ou m ustn ’t  th in k  we’re  p lan n in g  th is  ju s t fo r 

o u r own em ployes. W e feel th a t  th e  gap betw een landow ners and  

peasants can  be b ridged  over only  by  friend liness and  a rea l in terest
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in  th e ir  w elfare and  th e ir  activities. I  w ant to  have a club fo r the  

young m arried  w om en, one fo r little  girls, fo r o lder girls, p e rh ap s 

two fo r boys. Classes of various k inds —  for w hatever subjects 

they  them selves w ant —  a singing society, d ram atics, p a trio tic  cel

eb ra tions — w ell, it  m ust w ork itself ou t little  by little . W e’ll 

know  in  a week o r two w h e th e r th e  ow ner w ill sell th a t  bu ild ing . 
T hen  we’ll s ta rt at once.”

In  a village in  th e  m ountains, I  w ent to  see a com m unity  cen ter —  

no t an o ld  house m ade over, b u t  a large new bu ild ing , p lanned  fo r 

this. One P o lish  w om an conceived th e  p lan  and collected th e  

funds —  p a rtly  in  P o land , p a rtly  th ro u g h  friends in  E ngland. I t ’s 

b u ilt  on a h ills ide  so th a t one side has an ex tra  story —  all one b ig  

room  w hich  is used fo r talks, plays, dances, and  (in  tim e) fo r 
m otion  p ictures.

T here’s a store, a bakery , a laundry , tw o clubroom s, a room  fo r 

a visiting nurse and  two room s fo r w hatever pa tien ts  need h e r care 

fo r a sho rt tim e, and  th e  lib ra ry  —  o r ra th e r , tw o : one fo r ch ild ren , 

one fo r th e ir  paren ts w ho come tw ice a week fo r lessons in  read ing  
and  w riting.

Even befo re  th is  com m unity  cen ter was fin ished , peasants from  

d istan t villages cam e to  see it  and  declared  w istfu lly , “W e wish we 

h ad  such a place. How m uch d id  it  cost? C ould we possibly b u ild  

one —  no t so large perhaps, b u t som ething like  th is ? “

Once w hen I  was staying in  th e  coun try  m y hostess asked if I ’d  

like  to  go fo r a w alk ; she was going over to  th e  nursery  to  see th e  

ch ild ren . As we stro lled  th ro u g h  the  gardens and  th en  up  th e  road , 

th e  to ld  m e abou t th is  en te rp rise  —  h e r  special in te rest on th e  

estate.

“ I  begged m y h u sband  to  le t m e have a cottage, b u t fo r a long 

w hile none was vacant. T hen  a fam ily  m oved away and  m y chance 

came. Y ou m ustn ’t  expect to  see m uch —  it’s m erely  a cottage of 

two room s and  a l i ttle  k itchen . I  found  a w om an w ho was fond  of 

ch ild ren  and  insta lled  h e r, w ith  a cook for a few h ours each day. 

F rom  tw enty  to  th ir ty  ch ild ren  come.

“B efore, w hen a m o th e r w ent in to  th e  fields to  w ork, she’d  shu t 

th e  ch ild ren  u p  in  th e  house fo r th e  w hole day. T hey  w ere neglect

ed, they  were d irty , som etim es they  got bu rned . No, th ere  wasn’t
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any tro u b le  abou t getting  th em  to send th e  ch ild ren . I ’d ju s t te ll 

them  abo u t th e  cottage and  th e  n ice w om an in  charge, w hen I  h a p 

pened  to  be  in  th is  house or th a t  —  on o u r own estate, o r  in  th e  
village nearby.

“ Som etim es th ey  com e as early  as six in  th e  m orning . O ften  

a b ro th e r  o r sister b rings th em  on th e  way to  school. T hey  stay 

till  la te  afternoon  —  and  som etim es in  th e  w in ter, some of them  

stay a ll n igh t. T hey  have th ree  m eals, th ey  are  b a th ed , th e ir  sores 

and  cuts a ttended  to. They lea rn  songs and  games. T he teach er in 

th e  v illage school says she can always p ick  ou t a ch ild  w ho’s spent 

a few m onths in  th e  nu rsery  —  th ey ’re  m ore a le rt and  m ore  po lite  
th a n  th e  others.

“Now, a fte r it’s been  going a few years, boys and  girls from  seven 

to  ten  w ho used to  be here , come of th e ir  own accord on holidays 

and  in  th e  sum m er, to  h e lp  w ith  th e  little  ones.

“A h, h e re  we a re !”

T hese  y o u n g s te rs  (w ith unem ployed  p a re n ts )  h av e  b een  “ a d o p ted ”  by  th e  o fficers  an d  so ld ie rs  
of th e  P re s id e n t’s G uard .T hey  h av e  a h o t d in n e r e v e ry  day  and  a sum m er vaca tio n  in th e  co u n try . 
E v ery  P o lish  reg im en t is do ing  th is  — th e  sum  each  m an co n trib u te s  is le ft to h is  consc ience.
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W e opened  th e  gate and  sta rted  up  th e  p a th  to  th e  cottage. The 

ch ild ren  saw M adam e and  cam e ru n n in g  to  greet her. T hey  all 

looked so clean and  so tidy , in  b lue  and  w hite  strip ed  aprons. T hey  

all looked so well. T hey sang fo r us. W e stopped  in  th e  k itch en  

to  sniff th e  lunch  —  a good vegetable soup, string  beans, and  

b read  —  m ore th a n  double w hat th ey ’d have at hom e.
“Y our w om an certa in ly  has h e r  hands full. W h at abou t th a t 

little  bab y ?  Doesn’t  she ever o b je c t? ”
“ W ell, I  m ake i t  a p o in t never to  fo ist a ch ild  on h e r w ithou t 

ta lk ing  i t  over and  asking h e r  consent. Some unusual case comes 

up , now  and  again. F o r exam ple, th e  w ife of one of o u r forem en 

died , leaving a little  girl of tw o and a baby  ju s t a few weeks old. 

I  asked th e  nu rsery  w om an if she could  take  them  in  u n til some 

arrangem en t could  be  m ade, and  she said yes. T hey’ve been  here  

some weeks now. W e th in k  i t  m ay be a good th in g  fo r th e  o thers 

to  have a little  baby .”

M arszalkow ska, a b u sy  b u s in e s s  s tre e t  in W arsaw . E ven h e re  th e re  a re  tre e s .
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Old and  new  rub  sh o u ld e rs  in W arsaw . T he ta lle s t  bu ild ing  — for 

th e  p re s e n t — is s ix te en  s to rie s .
The new  Po lish  a rc h ite c tu re  is v e ry  in te re s tin g . T his chu rch  in 
a  W arsaw  su b u rb  g e ts  a  v e ry  d eco ra tiv e  e ffec t b y th e  u se  of on ly  brick.



The c en te r  of th e  new  bu ild ing  w here  p a p er m oney is m ade fo r P o land . V ertica l lin e s  and  m any  w indow s m ark  th e  new  build ing  
of th e  M in istry  of F inance  in Katow ice.



A R T  A N D C U L T U R E

W  hen the  new  P o lan d  began, W arsaw h ad  not been a cap ita l for 

m ore  th a n  a h u n d red  and  tw enty  years. T h ere  was every th ing  to 

do. T he governm ent began in  w hat bu ild ings w ere availab le —  some 

th a t  h ad  been  used by  th e  Russians, some p riv a te  palaces were 

tak en  over. A fte r six teen years, th e re  are still m any  th ings to  spend 

m oney on th a t  are  fa r m ore  im p o rtan t th a n  new and  sp lend id  

p ub lic  bu ild ings. P a rliam en t m eets in  w hat used to  be a school 

fo r th e  daugh ters of R ussian officers —  som ew hat m ade over to 

serve fo r a tim e  th e  needs of Sejm  and  Senate. Two of th e  M in

istries are  now in new build ings, two in  rem odeled  palaces, the  

rest are  housed in  struc tu res never p lan n ed  for such a purpose and 
are  carry ing  on as best they  can.

W ith every th ing  to  do, visitors to  P o land  could und erstan d  —  if 

need be  th ey  could  excuse i t  —  if th e  Poles w ere spending  no th ing  

fo r a rtis tic  and cu ltu ra l things. Surely  they  could w ait. B u t - — 
ju s t th e  opposite  is th e  case.

T he n u m b er of new  m onum ents is surprising . I t  was d ifficu lt, 

o ften  im possible, to get a perm ission from  Russia o r G erm any fo r 

a sta tue  of a P o lish  p a trio t. (T he  M ickiewicz sta tue  in  W arsaw 

was a n o tab le  exception, and  even fo r it  th e  Russians w ould  no t 

allow  th e  cerem ony w hich  th e  Poles h a d  p lan n ed  fo r its unveiling. 

T hey  gave orders th a t  th e re  should  be  no m usic, no eulogy of th e  

poet, no read ing  from  his verses. T he Poles too could  issue an 

o rd e r —  fo r u tte r  silence. T he curta ins w ere d raw n aside in  s till

ness so p ro found  you could have h ea rd  th e  slightest w hisper. Sud

denly  it was b roken  by the  sobs of th e  spectators. So statues w ere 
dedica ted  in  th e  tim e of th e  czars.)
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T he sp irited  figu re  of K osciuszko is sp len d id ly  p laced  on  th e  W aw el.

K rakow  has a m onum en t to  Tadeusz K osciuszko, new since th e  

w ar, of course. E ven th e  A ustrians, len ien t as th ey  w ere in  some 

/ l  tilings, w ould never have allow ed a sta tue of th is  P o lish  hero  who 
organized  an  in su rrec tion  in  p ro test against th e  second P a rtitio n . 

I t ’s a sp irited  figure on horseback , p laced  w ith  g reat sk ill on the  

W awel, so th a t  you see, as you ascend th e  h ill, th a t  ga llan t lead er — 

A m erica’s hero  as well as P o lan d ’s — ou tlin ed  against th e  sky. Lodz, 

th e  tex tile  town, w here I  was to ld  th e re  was absolutely  n o th ing  for 

th e  to u ris t to  see, Lodz too has a K osciuszko m onum ent.

In  th e  cem etery  of th e  defenders of Lwow is a strik ing  figure of 

an  av iator, in  m em ory of th e  th ree  A m erican a irm en  w ho gave 

th e ir  lives fo r th a t  city. T here  every year on  th e  th ir t ie th  of May 
speeches are  m ade and  th e  m onum en t is b an k ed  w ith  flowers, foi 

th e  Poles have h e a rd  of o u r M em orial Day and  have adop ted  it  in  

Lwow. B u t on o th e r days th e re  are  always flow ers by  th is  statue.

Poznan  has a sta tue  of W oodrow  W ilson, th e  w ork  of an 

A m erican  scu lp to r, th e  g ift of Paderew ski. T h ere ’s a sta tue of 

W ilson’s friend  and  adviser, Colonel E dw ard  H ouse, in  Paderew ski
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p a rk  in  W ar

saw. T he in 

scrip tion  s a y s ,

“ To th e  noble 

advocate of P o 

lan d ’s cause — 
w ith  th e  g ra ti

tu d e  of P o land .”

In  L a z i e n k i  

p a rk  in  W arsaw 
is th e  C h o p i n  

m onum ent, the  

seated  figure of 
th e  young com 

poser listening 

to  th e  m elody of 

th e  w ind in  th e  

trees. In  fro n t is 

a c ircu la r pool, 

and b eh in d  it  a 

line of trees th a t 

w ill soon give 

th e  background 

it  needs.

W a rs a w  has 
too a m onum ent 

to  th e  Polish
aviators, p laced The new  C hopin  m onum en t in L azienki p a rk  in W arsaw , w he re  th e  
. . ,  . y o u n g  com poser l is te n s  to  th e  m elody of th e  w ind.
m  a circle w here

seven streets com e together, so th a t  i t  shows up  w ell a t a distance. 

A nd an o th e r to  th e  nam eless fa llen  soldiers of 1914 —  20. A nd 

these I  have nam ed a ren ’t  all.

“ How can you do i t ? ” I  asked. “ How can you possibly 

get toge ther th e  m oney fo r these m onum ents, w h e th e r it’s given 

by  ind iv iduals or by  a m in is try ?  W hen th e re  are  so m any 

dem ands fo r zlotys, how  can you do i t  now  w hen th e  tim es 

are  so d iff ic u lt? ”

“W e are  an a rtis tic  people ,” m y friends w ould  answer, no t boast-



ing b u t m erely  sta ting  a fact. “ We love beauty . Poles canno t live 

b y  b read  alone.”
A rts of m any k in d s are  fostered  by  th e  state. A t Z akopane th e re ’s 

a w oodcarving school fo r boys and  a school fo r girls w here they  

lea rn  lace-m aking and  em broidery . B o th  receive a subsidy, fo r 

P o lan d  feels i t  is very im p o rta n t th a t  these arts shall no t die out, 

b u t th a t  th e  young peop le  of today  shall value and  develop them . 

V arious societies and  w orkshops to  encourage peasan t a r t  receive 

some financia l help .
T h e  state gives scholarsh ips to  m usicians, a rtists and  w riters. 

A lite ra ry  p rize  is aw arded  each year, and  a m usic p rize  —  for 
some ou tstand ing  com position  and  book. Subsidies are  given to 

thea te rs, th e  opera , and  to  th e  P h ilh a rm o n ic  Society in  W arsaw.

In  1927 and  1932 C hop in  com petitions w ere he ld , th e  p layers lim 

ited  to  young m usicians —  n o t m ore  th a n  tw enty-eight years old. 

T hey  cam e from  m any countries to  com pete fo r th e  generous 

prizes offered . T h is w ill be rep ea ted  every five years. A nd in  1935 

a sim ilar festival was held  a t th e  h u n d re d th  anniversary  of the  
b ir th  of th e  v io lin  v irtuoso, W ieniaw ski. M ore th a n  fifty  artists

W o ly n ia ’s m useum  a t Luck h a s  p a in tin g s  and  scu lp tu re  th a t  go back  to th e  G othic period .
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T-7

A room  in th is  m useum  is com ple te ly  fu rn ish e d  w ith  K ujaw y p e as a n t th in g s

P e a sa n t co stu m es an d  te x tile s  and  p o tte ry  v ie w ith  p re h is to r ic  ob jec ts  in th e  W olyn ia  m useum .



A s e v e n te e n th  cen tu ry  room  in  th e  new  hom e of th e  N ational M useum  in W arsaw . 
The bed  w as S ob iesk i’s g ift to  a  h o sp ita l an d  h a s  th e  o rig in a l v e lv e t v a lan ce  an d  cover.

vied w ith  each o ther, and  th e  aw arding of th e  eigh t p rizes occupied  

th e  judges m ore th a n  two hours.
P o lish  m useum s h ad  a d ifficu lt tim e u n d er th e  Russian regim e. 

Always th e  day b efo re  an  ex h ib ition  opened, th e  censors v isited  it  

to  see if  any o b jec t touched  on th e  insurrections, if some p ic tu re  

show ed a h isto ric  scene, if th e re  w ere p o rtra its  of persons on th e  

fo rb id d en  lis t; fo r they  knew  how greatly  a know ledge of th e ir  

past h e lp ed  to  keep alive th e  Poles’ sp ir it of resistance. L et a col

lec tion  once a ttra c t th e  a tten tio n  of th e  au th o ritie s  and  i t  was 

p ro m p tly  confiscated. D uring  th e  decades w hen a ll over E u ro p e  

a r t  m useum s w ere being  started , W arsaw  peop le  began a collection 

of pa in tings —  and  fo r th ir ty  years d id n ’t  dare  show them  to th e  

public.
B u t now  m useum s have sp rung  in to  being  a ll over P o land . T he 

n u m b er of them  am azed m e. T h e ir  in teresting  collections he ld  m y 

a tten tio n  fo r hours a t a tim e. Sandom ierz and  Zamosc and Lo- 

wicz —  al] sm all tow ns —  have m useum s. W olynia has sta rted  one
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I
at L uck: p reh isto ric  objects, peasant costum es, pa in tings, porcelain , 
em bro idery  and  pottery .

“I t ’s only a beginning ,” th ey ’d  say to  m e, speaking of th e ir  m u 

seum. ‘ T he im p o rta n t th in g  is to  have such a p lace —  a few room s 

or a b u ild in g  —  so th a t  peop le  know  w hat th ey  give w ill be  ac

cep ted  and  shown. B efore a m an  tu rn e d  up  in  h is fie ld  some old 

coins o r  a piece of B ronze Age p o tte ry , and  never gave i t  a though t. 
Now he  b rings i t  to  th e  m useum .”

T he province of U p p er Silesia has estab lished  a m useum  in  K a

towice, b ring ing  toge ther exh ib its  of m any k inds to show th e  Polish  

background of th e  peop le  th e re  — P olish  in  sp ite  of th e ir  long 
separa tion  from  P oland .

K rakow , i t ’s tru e , d id  have a m useum  —  p erh ap s th e  finest in  

P oland . M any peop le  liv ing in  o th e r  cities w illed  i t  some treasu re  
so th a t  it  was w ell nam ed  th e  N ationa l M useum. Its  room s w ere 

very m uch overcrow ded. M any lovely th ings w ere k e p t packed  away 

and cou ldn’t  be  shown. In  sp ite  of th e  crisis th ey ’ve collected p a r t 
of th e  sum  needed  and  have la id  th e  cornerstone of a new  and  
m odern  bu ild ing .

T h e  strip  of B altic  coast belonging to  P o lan d  was evidently  

considered in  p reh isto ric  days a good place fo r bu ria ls , because th e  
lan d  was b a rre n  and  dry. In  excavating fo r new build ings th e re  

rich  finds have been  dug up  —- u rn s  an d  vases, b racelets and  house

ho ld  u tensils, w eapons and  jew elry. I t  is an ideal h u n tin g  ground 

fo r archeologists. G dynia is s ta rting  a m useum .

W arsaw has a new  m useum  of archeology, an o th e r fo r ra ilroads, 

a th ird  fo r th e  post. T he M useum  of A pp lied  A rts, w hich  could 

begin  u n d e r th e  R ussian governm ent only as a school, w ith  copies 

of objects in  foreign  collections, now  w ell deserves its nam e and 

deserves too th e  new b u ild in g  p lan n ed  fo r it.

T he N ationa l M useum  of W arsaw  has a new  hom e —  p a rtly  

bu ilt. I t ’s p lan n ed  a fte r th e  m ost m odern  m useum  schem e —  a very 

long and  n arrow  structu re , w ith  fou r w ide arm s a t rig h t angles to 

it. T he  M ilita ry  M useum  fills one of these w ings —  fascinating  

th ings re la ting  to  th e  w inged hussars, to  th e  raising  of th e  siege of 

V ienna, to  K osciuszko’s insurrec tion , th e  P o lish  Legion u n d er 

N apoleon, and down to th e  P olish  reg im ents in  F rance  in  th e  last 
w ar, and  th e  Legions of P ilsudski.
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The b a n n e rs  an d  k n ig h ts ’ a rm or m ake th is  sec tio n  of th e  M ilitary  M useum  a  fa sc in a tin g  p lace. T he lo n g  h an g in g s  cam e from  a  T urk ish
g e n e ra l’s te n t, cap tu red  a t  V ienna.



The b eau tifu l R en a issan ce  co u rty a rd  of th e  c a s tle  on th e  W aw el h a s  
b een  e n tire ly  re s to re d  and  is to d ay  one of th e  t re a s u re s  of Poland.

T he D ecorative A rts section is room  a fte r  room  of b eau tifu l 

th ings —■ nob lem en’s sashes, cou rt costum es, o ld  w ooden statues, 

tapestries, porcela in  —  especially  valuable  is th e  fam ous B elvedere 

w are —  and  glass, royal coaches and  engravings. “O ld W arsaw ” has 
a large room  to itself. A m ost d e ligh tfu l p lace tu  spend a long 
ra iny  m orning.

W hen th e  o th e r wings are  fin ished, th e  E th n o g rap h ic  M useum 

and  th e  collection of pain tings (w hich began w ith  th e  ones th a t 

w ere k ep t h id d en  so m any years!) w ill be m oved from  th e ir  p resen t 

crow ded q u arte rs  and  show n h ere  in  room s specially  p lan n ed  fo r 
them .

T he Poles are  to  have one m ore  m useum  —  for th e  insurrections. 
I t ’s to be  a t F o rt T raugu tt, n ea r th e  C itadel, in  th e  room s w here 

P olish  pa trio ts  w ere im prisoned . Now scattered  in  m any places, 

th ey ’ll assem ble objects re la ting  to  1830, 1846 and  1863 —  attem pts 

to  w in  independence  th a t  w ere so trag ic , because w ithou t outside 

a id  th ey  w ere hopeless from  th e  start. T he m useum  w ill te ll no t of 

victories, b u t defeats and  fa ilu res; n o t of glories, b u t suffering. I t  
w ill be very in teresting , b u t sad.

N ot con ten t w ith  sta rting  these new m useum s, th e  Poles are 
carefu lly  resto ring  certa in  places w hich h ad  perfo rce  been allow ed
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to  fa ll in to  neglect and ru in . 

T he m ost im p o rtan t is p e r

hap s th e  royal palace on 

th e  W awel in  K rakow  -— in 

u tte r  ru in  w hen th e  A ustrian  

troops m oved out, a fte r using 

i t  as barrack s fo r some 

decades. W hatever was val

u ab le , w hatever was b eau ti

fu l they  took away bod ily  

and  sh ip p ed  to  V ienna.

T he resto ra tion  began, it’s 

tru e , befo re  th e  w ar, b u t 

com paratively  l i ttle  h ad  been 

accom plished —  from  lack 

of funds, and  because the  

firs t necessary steps w ere 

th e  k in d  th a t  m ake no 

show —  fixing th e  roof, 

re in fo rc ing  walls, b u ild ing  

stairs. W ork  h a d  to  stop 

d u ring  th e  w ar, b u t th is  

stupendous task  was again 

M oney was needed  and  th e  

a rch itec t announced  a novel p lan  to  get it  —  w hoever gave a h u n d red  

zlotys w ould have h is nam e p u t on  a sm all m arb le  ta b le t on th e  

re ta in ing  w all lead ing  up  to  th e  en trance. Ind iv id u a ls  and  orga

n izations a ll over P o land , and  m any Poles liv ing ab road  sen t in  

th e ir  h u n d red  zlotys, so th a t  one p a r t  of th e  w all is covered solid 

w ith  tablets.

T he palace has m ore  th a n  a h u n d re d  room s and  ab o u t h a lf  of 

th em  have been  restored  and  fu rn ished . G enerous Poles sent w h a t

ever treasures th ey  h ad  -— p o rtra its  of he tm en  and  kings an d  gen

erals, fine  o ld  stoves, carved chests and  w ardrobes, silver and  

p ic tu res and  tapestries, ban n ers  and  saddles and  arm or.

T h e  b eau ty  of these room s is equalled  b y  th e  sk ill w ith  w hich  

th e  resto ring  has been  done. T h is stone doorw ay is o rig inal, th a t  

one is a ll new  except one l i ttle  p a rt. H a lf of th e  slan ting  firep lace

The gay , g leam ing  facad es  of th e  h o u se s  in 
th e  S ta re  M iasto  of W arsaw  h a v e  b een  re s to re d  
an d  look a s  th e y  did  in th e  la te  G othic period .

u n d ertak en  —  w ith  P o lish  courage.
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in  th e  o ldest section of th e  palace  is new. O ne g ilded rosette  was 

saved from  th e  ceiling  in  th a t  room  and  h id d en  away, to  serve la te r  

on  as th e  m odel fo r th e  w hole set. Some of th e  tow er room s have 
th e  orig inal flooring, b u t th e  new  floors a ll th ro u g h  th e  palace  are 
very b eau tifu l.

To celebra te  th e  firs t ten  years of independence  W arsaw  restored  

th e  m edieval m arke tp lace  called  S tare  M iasto. R ich  m erchants 

once lived  in  th e  stone houses facing th is  square, b u ilt  very narrow  

because space was lim ited  inside th e  city  walls, and  very h igh  — 

four, five, even six stories. As th e  tow n grew and  spread  ou t beyond 

th e  o ld  city  w alls, th is  section fell in to  d isfavor and  neglect. O rders 

w ere issued th a t  th e  facades of these houses shou ld  be restored , to  
look as they  d id  in  th e  la te  G othic period .

Some are  done in  geom etrical designs, some w ith  flow ers and 

b irds. T hey  are  gay and  sp lend id  and  gleam ing. W hat a varie ty  —  
no  tw o alike, and  so m any  color schem es •—- gray, b lue, b u ff, green, 

rose. Som e are dated , some have coats of arm s o r L atin  in scrip 

tions. L ittle  b a rre d  windows, carved stone doorways, heavy locks 

an d  w rought-iron  doors, vau lted  en trance  halls  and  q u a in t cou rt

yards, “P o lish  a ttics” and  lan te rn  ho lders and  statues of saints.

T hough  th e  w ork  was m uch discussed a t th e  tim e and  by some 

persons critic ised  adversely, today  th e  colors of these facades have 

been  sligh tly  softened by  w ea ther and  th e  passing of a few years, 
so th a t  I  th in k  

even th e  scoffers 

w o u l d  a g r e e  

now th a t the  

resto ra tion  of 

th e  S tare  M ia

sto is a success 

and  th a t  th e  old 

m arke tp lace  is 

r ig h tly  c a l l e d  

one of th e  treas

ures o f  t h e

cap ita l. ___________ ______________________________________

Two h o u r s
. C hop in ’s  b irth p lace  h a s  b een  re s to re d  too, an d  th e  g ro u n d s  m ade

d i s t a n t  from  in to  a  b e au tifu l te rra c e d  g a rd en .
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T ne ru in ed  c as tle  of a  L ith u an ian  g ran d  duke  n e a r  W ilno  is  now  u n d e r  th e  care  of the  s ta te .

W arsaw by tra in  and  carriage is an o th e r resto ra tion  for w hich 

th e  Poles deserve all p raise  —  C hopin ’s b irth p lace  a t Zelazowa 

W ola. I t ’s a one-storied p lastered  house w ith  w ide eaves. I t  was 

greatly  dam aged by m achine-gun fire  d u ring  th e  w ar, b u t not 

beyond rep a ir. T he m an o r house of th e  estate w hich  belonged to 

a d istan t cousin of the  com poser’s m o ther, was com pletely  destroyed.

T he Poles b o ugh t th e  cottage w ith  twelve acres of land . T he 

house has quarte rs  for the  custodian , a lib ra ry  and  m useum  — 

C hopin’s le tte rs  and  pho tographs, m anuscrip ts  of h is m usic, p ro 

gram s from  his P a ris  concerts, a cast of h is h an d  and  h is death- 

m ask.
T he grounds are  now  a b eau tifu l te rraced  garden, p lan ted  w ith  

m any flowers, ch iefly  violets and  roses, C hopin’s favorites — a rose 

fo r every visitor. T h ere ’s an  ou tdoor am p h ith ea te r  w here  thousands 

of people, s itting  on th e  terraces, can h e a r  th e  cho ir of two thousand  

voices. A n a rtific ia l pool assures good acoustics. Across th e  b rook  

is a second stage th a t  w ill ho ld  tw enty thousand  singers.

L a te r on they’ll b u ild  a t th e  end  of th e  grounds a sm all house 

w here present-day com posers m ay spend a few weeks fo r rest and 

in sp ira tion , and  pensioned m usicians live ou t th e ir  days peacefully .
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M any old w ooden ch u rch es , ty p ica lly  Po lish  in s ty le , h av e  been  p laced  u n d e r th e  p ro tec tio n
of th e  s ta te  cu sto d ian .



poser.

P o lan d ’s zeal for 

new m useum s and 

for restoring; is only 

equaled  by  th e  zeal

ous care w ith  w hich 
T h e  s teep -ro o fed  w ooden  ch u rch  a t R abka, b u ilt in  th e  se- ^  guards and  cher- 
v e n te e n th  c en tu ry , is  one of th e  m ost fam ous in P o land .

ishes th e  o ld  things.

T h e re ’s a section in  one of th e  M inistries w ith  a long, im posing 

t i t le  th a t  m eans “ to preserve an tiq u itie s  and  h isto rica l places.” 

O th e r  countries in  E u ro p e  have such a com m ission —  F rance 

and  H ungary , fo r exam ple, b u t none w ith  such w ide pow ers 

as in  P o land . W hat i t  canno t affo rd  to  buy , i t  takes u n d e r its p ro 

tec tion . Everyone respects its tab le ts ; indeed  often  no ta b le t is p u t 

u p , m erely  a ce rtifica te  given. P riv a te  ow ners m ay sell, b u t always 

w ith  th e  cond ition  th a t  th e  pu rchaser recognizes th a t  th e  M inistry’s 

■custodian has charge of th is  p roperty .

I t  has such w idely vary ing  places as th e  ru in ed  castle of a L ith 

u a n ia n  grand  duke n ea r W ilno ; a house I  w ent to  in  Lwow w here 

in  two room s a re  stone w indow  seats w ith  lovely carv ing; a p rison 

in  Zamosc w here V alery  L ukasinski, an  invetera te  consp irato r,

C om m ittees all over 

P o l a n d ,  in  every 
coun try  in  E urope, 

in  A m erica and  J apan  

gave C hopin  concerts 

to  he lp  in  th is resto 

ra tion , to  m ake Ze- 

lazow a W ola a shrine 

fo r m  u s i c -1 o v e r  s. 

S p lend id  festivals w ill 

be given h e re  each 

year, w here th e  best 

perfo rm ers and the 

adm irers of C h o p in ’s 

genius w ill u n ite  in 
paying  th e ir  hom age 

to  th is  P olish  corn-
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M any old  P o lish  ch u rc h es  h av e  in te r io rs  en tire ly  covered  w ith  fresco es . T hese  a t D ebno da te  
from  th e  f if te en th  cen tu ry  — p o p u la r a r t  in po lychrom e.
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served a sentence of a year and  a h a lf  —  p a r t  of h is h a lf  cen tu ry  

spent in  prisons all over P o la n d ; a cem etery on an im p o rtan t b a ttle 

fie ld ; m any old  w ooden churches, some w ith  q u a in t frescoes cover

ing every inch  of th e  in te rio r; a m an o r house w here I  was a guest, 

because i t  h ad  a special k in d  of roof —  its b eau tifu l lines w ere 
once com m on, b u t are  now seldom  to be seen.

H ere  a few m eters of ea rth  fenced off in  a peasan t’s fa rm , 

w here th e re ’s a p reh is to ric  bu ry in g  g round —  it’ll be  excavated a t 

some fu tu re  day. T here  a g ranary  covered w ith  handm ade  shingles 

of a very special pa tte rn . W hen i t  was necessary to  renew  th e  roof, 

the  custod ian  o rdered  m y friends to  do it w ith  shingles like  th e  
o ld  ones.

“ We searched for weeks and  fina lly  got in  touch w ith  one o ld, 

o ld  m an in  a far-off village in  the  m ountains w ho know s how  to 

m ake such shingles. I t ’s going to  cost several tim es as m uch  as to  

use o rd in a ry  ones. B u t we can’t  refuse. W e own th e  granary , i t ’s 

tru e , b u t i t ’s u n d e r th e  p ro tec tion  of th e  custodian  —  and his o rders 

a re  orders in d e e d !”

A fo rtified  cas tle , b u ilt in W olyn ia  by  a  L ith u an ian  duke in th e  fo u r tee n th  c en tu ry , k eep s  
g u a rd  o v e r th e  c ity  of Luck.
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The s ta te  h a s  b egun  th e  re s to ra tio n  of th e  fro n tie r  c as tle  w h e re  J an  S obieski w as born.

In  Lwow the custodian  resto red  th e  six teen th  cen tu ry  arsenal and  

a long stre tch  of th e  city walls, and  du ring  th is  w ork  b ro u g h t to 

lig h t an o ld  G othic tow er. I  saw th e  restorers a t w ork a t th e  ru in ed  

castle of Olesko w here Sobieski was born . L a te r a few room s w ill 

be  fu rn ished  to give som ething of th e  atm osphere of th e  Sobieski 

period.

I  was fo rtu n a te  enough to  spend a day a t Zolkiew  w here they  are 
resto ring  th e  fo rtified  palace b u ilt  by  Sobieski’s g reat-g randfather. 

T he w hole court was often  h ere  fo r long periods of tim e, fo r i t  was 

one of th e  k ing’s favorite  residences. T he square tow ers at th e  

corners, th e  m oat and  draw bridge, th e  great co u rty ard  w here 

tou rnam en ts w ere he ld , th e  enorm ous room s of sta te  w here am bas

sadors w ere received, th e  garden w here  “M arysienka” h ad  h e r  

F rench  and  D utch  gardeners a t w ork  —  every deta il was fascinating  

and  th e  p lace w ill be  fu ll of a tm osphere  w hen th e  resto ra tion  is 

fin ished.
I t  was characteristic  of th e  Poles to  s tipu la te , in  th e  peace trea ty  

th a t ended  th e  w ar w ith  Soviet Russia, th a t  ce rta in  of th e ir  

treasures should  be  re tu rned . A t th e  th ird  P a rtitio n , a fte r each 

insurrec tion , som etim es a t th e  w him  of a R ussian governor, th e re
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The R u ss ian s  s en t back  th e  eq u es tr ian  s ta tu e  of P rin ce  Jo ze f Pon iatow ski, an d  a f te r  a lm ost 
a c en tu ry ’s d e lay  it w as d ed icated  by  M arsha l Foch.

w ere m any confiscations. As la te  as 1915, w hen  th e  Russians 

evacuated  W arsaw  a t th e  ap p ro ach  of th e  G erm an arm y, they  took 

from  th e  royal castle n ine ty  van  loads of rich  fu rn itu re  and 

hangings and  w orks of art. E xactly  th e  opposite  of N apoleon’s 

conditions of peace, P o lan d  asked th a t  h e r  treasures be  given back.

I  saw in  th e  castle ban n ers  of P o lish  regim ents w hich  h ad  been 

k ep t in  various churches in  R ussia; in  th e  th ro n e  room  th e  sword 

and  scep ter of th e  last k ing  of P o land , th e  g reat cha ir, r ich  w ith  

red  and  gold, w here he sat to  receive am bassadors; and  th e  p a in t

ings of e igh teen th  cen tu ry  W arsaw , done by  th e  Ita lian , C analetto , 

court p a in te r  to  S tanislas A ugust -—- a m ost valuab le  series show ing 

streets and  bu ild ings and  th e  everyday life  of th e  cap ita l.

T he sta tue  of P rin ce  Joseph  P oniatow ski was also re tu rn ed  from  

Russia. T h e  nephew  of th e ir  last k ing, th e  troops adored  h im , all 

th e  lad ies w ere in  love w ith  h im , and  he  is today  th e  sym bol of 

th e  struggle fo r independence. A fte r h is u n tim ely  dea th  a t th e  

b a ttle  of Leipzic, th e  Poles p lan n ed  a nom um en t fo r th e  “ ido l of
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The s ta te  g ra n ts  a  g en e ro u s  su b sid y  to  sev e ra l th e a te rs .  S h ak esp ea re  is  g iven  freq u en tly . T his is  a scen e  from  The Taming o f the Shrew.



w arsaw ” and  th e  w ork was en tru sted  to  th e  forem ost scu lp to r of 
th e  day, T horw aldsen.

T he sta tue  was com pleted  and  sh ip p ed  to  W arsaw. B efore it  was 
unpacked  the  in surrec tion  of 1830 b roke out. No one dared  b rin g  

up  th e  p ro jec t of p lacing and  unveiling  a m onum ent to  a Polish  

hero . T he czar gave th e  sta tue  to  h is frien d  Paskiew icz, governor 

of W arsaw, who liked  it  no t because it was Poniatow ski, b u t be 

cause it  was a great w ork of art. He sent it off to h is estate in 

Russia. T here  P rin ce  Joseph stayed fo r n early  a cen tury , “ in  

exile”, said th e  Poles, “ fo r he p refers exile to  slavery.”

T he sta tue cam e hack to W arsaw on a fla tcar, decorated  w ith  red  

and  w hite. N ew spapers announced  th e  schedule of th e  tra in  and  
thousands of people  gathered  in  towns and  villages to welcome P o 

niatow ski back from  his long exile. T he m onum ent to th is  Polish  

general, m arsha l in  th e  arm y of F rance, was given a sp lend id  site — 

facing P ilsudsk i Square, w ith  a background  m ade by  th e  palace of 

th e  Saxon kings and  th e  arcade w here rests th e  U nknow n Soldier 

of P o land . I t  was dedicated  on the  th ird  of M ay in  1923, w ith  

a tr ib u te  from  M arshal Foch to th is  fo rm er m arshal of F rance. No 
w onder i t ’s called the  m ost rom antic  sta tue in  E u ro p e !

T he R ussians sent back  too th e  collection of p rin ts  th a t h ad  be 

longed to  S tanislas August. I  saw some of them  in th e  un iversity  
lib ra ry , each engraving m ounted  w ith a w ater-color bo rder. T hey 

w ere k ep t in  special cases of lea th e r, w ith  th e  arm s of P o lan d  and 

th e  P oniatow ski crest, and  th e  m onogram  SAR in  th e  corners. I  saw 

too th e  portfo lios w ith  th e  various p ro jec ts  fo r th e  sum m er palace 

at L azienki, some w ith  com m ents in  th e  k ing’s handw riting .

T he m ost va luab le  a rt treasu re  re tu rn ed  from  St. P e te rsb u rg  was 

th e  series of tapestries m ade fo r th e  m arriage  of S igism und A ugust 
and  C atherine  of A ustria . A h u n d red  and  fifty-six of them , they  

w ere o rdered  to  f it ce rta in  w all spaces in  th e  palace on th e  W awel. 

A nd now, a t long last, as th e  E nglish  say, they  are  hanging  once 

m ore in  those rooms.

T hey’re th e  richest, th e  m ost gorgeous tapestries I ’ve ever seen — 

b eau tifu l in  design, w ith e labo ra te  borders, lovely color com bina

tions, woven w ith  th read s of gold ftnd silver. A w orkm an  was given 

a square  m eter to  do in  a year. Easy to  believe it  req u ired  twelve 

years to  com plete th is  royal order.
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The rich  S ig ism und  A ugust ta p e s tr ie s , w oven w ith th re a d s  of gold and  s ilve r, w ere s e n t back 
by  th e  R u ss ian s  an d  now  h an g  in th e  W aw el room s fo r w h ich  th e y  w ere  o rig inally  m ade.

N ot all of them  came back, alas! Some w ere to rn  and  soiled. 

O ne h ad  been  cu t and  a p iece tu rn e d  back , w here th e re  h ap p en ed  

to  be  a door in  some R ussian palace. F o rtu n a te ly  tapestry  lends 

itself to  skilfu l m ending. In  sp ite  of all th is, they  are still 

am azingly b eau tifu l and  rich  and  seem to belong to th e  W awel 

palace today  as m uch as w hen th ey  decorated  th e  cou rt of one of 

th e  m ost cu ltu red  ru lers in  E urope.
P o lan d  has sta rted  a N ational L ib rary , a d irec t descendant, as it 

w ere, of th e  fam ous Z alusk j lib ra ry , th e  first p ub lic  one in P o land  

and  th e  first na tional lib ra ry  in  E urope. T his p ro jec t the  people  

coun ted  so im p o rtan t th a t it was inc luded  in  the  firs t state budget 

in  Ju ly  of 1919. Books p o u red  in  from  m any givers —  indiv iduals, 

m onasteries, from  exiles in  F rance  and  E ngland , from  th e  collec

tions a t R appersw yl. T hey  w ere k ep t a t firs t in  a dozen places, 

sca ttered  a ll over W arsaw. A special b u ild in g  could w ait. Now th e  

w ing of th e  H igh  School of Com m erce serves tem porarily .

T oday th e  N ational L ib rary  has abou t fo u r h u n d red  thousand  

hooks and  is increasing a t th e  ra te  of ten  thousand  a year. I t  has
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m any ra re  and  valuab le  th ings —  some of th e  Z alusk i books, re 

tu rn ed  from  R ussia; the  collections from  W ilanow , w ith  th e  fu rn itu re  

from  th e  m ain  room  th e re  —  old  globes, G reek vases, th e  long 

tab le  w ith  shallow  draw ers m ade fo r p r in ts ; an  enorm ous mass of 

m a te ria l —  m anuscrip ts and  le tte rs  and  records —  of th e  in su rrec 

tions and  th e  em igres in  F rance  and  E n g lan d ; and  old, o ld  m an 

uscrip ts, some from  th e  tw elfth  century .

W ith  th e  loss of independence, w ith  th e  fa ilu re  of th e  in su rrec 

tions, P o lish  pa trio tism  sought fo r a way, no t m ilita ry , to  preserve 

th e  cu ltu re  of the  nation . T h a t is th e  exp lanation  of th e  zeal fo r 

collections. T oday th e  reestab lished  P o lan d  has assem bled these 

treasures of th e  past in  th e  N ational L ib rary  —  treasures show ing 

h e r  glories, h e r  defeats, h e r  v ictories; an inexhaustib le  m ine  fo r 

those w ho wish to  study  th e  in te llec tua l riches of P oland .

A scen e  from  Caligula, w ritten  by R ostw orow ski and  g iven  a t  th e  Po lish  T h ea te r.
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P O L I S H O F T O D A YW O M E N

W  om en in  Poland  have fu ll po litica l rights. W hen they  are  

tw enty-four th ey  m ay vote, w ith o u t any question  of th e ir  being 

p ro p erty  ow ners or no t, o r how  m uch  education  they  have had. 

T here  are  tw enty  w om en m em bers in  P a rliam en t, in  b o th  Sejm  and 

Senate, and  very ab le m em bers some of th em  are. W om en sit in  

some of th e  City Councils. T h ree  a re  fu ll professors in  th e  u n i

versities, and  no less th an  fifteen  are  assistant professors.

O nly a t th e  beg inn ing  of th is  cen tu ry  w ere any w om en adm itted  

to  th e  universities, and  year by  year th e ir  n u m b er has increased 

till now  th ey ’re  abou t fo rty  percen t of th e  s tuden t body. In  m any 

courses th ey  o u tn u m b er th e  m en. Of th e  graduates, h a lf  are  wo

m en —  th e  best p roo f th a t  th ey  have a serious pu rpose  in  studying.

In  every b ran ch  of science w om en are  w ork ing  and  w orking 

w ell -—■ in  bo tany  and  chem istry , in  m edicine. T here  are  w om en 

h isto rians and  archeologists, specialists in  psychology and  geog

rap h y , in  a rt h isto ry  and  pedagogy. In  m ak ing  th e  new  code of 

laws fo r P o lan d  w om en are  collaborating .

In  th e  arts, w om en do excellen t w ork  in  e tch ing  and  p a in ting , 

in  w riting  prose and  verse. W hile  I  was in  W arsaw, th e  sta te  prize  

fo r th e  year’s ou tstand ing  book  was aw arded  to  K azim iera  Illako- 

wicz w hose poem s a re  visions of saints, of ho ly  p a trio tism , and  

yearn ing  m elodies of o lden  tim es. Of th e  fifteen  m em bers of th e  

new ly founded  A cadem y of L etters, one is a w om an —  Z ofja Nal- 

kowska. T he m ost s trik ing  house in  th e  S tare  M iasto was restored  

a fte r  th e  design of a woman.

T he w om en jo u rn a lis ts  n u m b er a h u n d red  and  fifty , doing th e  

m ost varied  k inds of w ork. T here  is no daily  p ap e r, th e re  is no
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m agazine in  P o 

land  b u t has a 

w om an’s page or 

a hom e colum n.

M o r e  t h a n  

h a lf the  factory  

inspectors are 

w o m e n ,  w h o  

m ake it  th e ir  

special task  to  

look a fte r the  

w elfare of wo

m en and  ch ild 

ren  who are 

em ployed. In  

some details P o 
land  has gone 

ahead  of o th e r 

contries in  E u 
rope— for exam 

ple, t h e  l a w  

forb ids n igh t 

w ork fo r women 

and  c h ild re n ; 

em ployers who 

have b o th  m en 

a n d  w o m e n
I t  w as  a  w om an w ho p lan n ed  th e  d eco ra tio n  of th is  h o u se  w h en  .  .

W arsaw  re s to re d  th e  S ta re  M iasto. w orking 111 l i s t
p r o v i d e  se

p a ra te  coatroom s and  lavatories for the  wom en, if th ey  are  five 

o r m ore in  num ber.

I t  is w om en w ho ed it m agazines fo r ch ild ren . W h at a change 

cam e in  1919! B efore th e ir  aim  was to  p re p a re  th e  g round for 

som e fu tu re  revo lu tion  and  struggle fo r liberty . Now th e  crowds 
of ch ild ren  in th e  new ly opened  schools reach  ou t tlie ir  hands for 

a w holly  d iffe ren t k in d  of m agazine — one b rin g in g  them  ideals of 

peace and  freedom , of b ro th e rh o o d  am ong th e  nations, k ind ling  

in  th e ir  hearts  a sp ir it of love and  to lerance.
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T he ch ild ren ’s w eekly, P lo m yk , (T he L ittle  F lam e) deserves the  

h ighest p ra ise  in  th is  fie ld  of w ork. I t  was so successful th a t Plo- 

rnyczek, (T he T in iest F lam e) was soon pu b lish ed  fo r younger ch ild 

ren . A nd an o th er weekly, M oje P isem ko, (My L ittle  M agazine) 

provides fo r its ch ild  readers b eau tifu l illu stra tions and  stories fu ll 

of charm  and  color.
B roadcasting  enlists th e  aid  of P o lish  women. F o r several years 

th ey ’ve given special p rogram s fo r ch ild ren , th ree  tim es a w eek and  

always on holidays. Twelve m inu tes fo r seven to  ten-year-olds, 

and  tw elve fo r ch ild ren  from  ten  to  fourteen.
T h ere  are  rad io  ta lk s for w om en once a week, w ith  dialogues 

and  interview s now  and  th en  to  give varie ty  —  ta lk s on household  

m anagem ent, fashions and  beau ty , clubs fo r w om en, m agazines. 

T h ere  are  special ta lk s fo r farm ers’ wives, fo r m others, fo r social 

service w orkers. T he proof of th e ir  success is th a t  th e  B oard  of the  

P o lish  R ad io  increased th e  n u m b er of wom en speakers and  m ade 

th e ir  p rogram s longer.
B efore th e  w ar th e re  was no th ing  in  P o land  corresponding  to 

our federa ted  wom ens’ clubs. W om en w ere organized  fo r religious 

w ork. T here  was also “Z iem ianki,” wives of estate ow ners w orking

The e ig h ty  th o u san d  m em bers of th e  A sso c ia tio n  fo r Social S erv ice  p rov ide  co u n try  h o lid ay s
in tw o h u n d red  cam ps.
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A m ong th e  A sso c ia tio n ’s m any  activ itie s , w ork fo r th e  ch ild ren  of P o land  
h a s  a lead in g  p lace.

to  im prove th e  lo t of th e  peasants. T he w ar called  in to  being  a new 

organization  of P o lish  wom en, to  serve th e  P ilsudsk i Legions. W hen 

in  1927 and  1928 a non-partisan  “b loc” was form ed to su p p o rt the  

gow ernm ent of M arshal P ilsudsk i, these w om en and  o th e r progres

sive groups h e lp ed  in  th e  n a tio n a l elections.

F rom  th is  grew th e  A ssociation of W om en fo r Social Service and  ,

Civic W ork. I t  has e igh ty  th ousand  m em bers, w om en of a ll p rofes

sions, of a ll social classes, organized  in  e igh t h u n d red  and  tw enty  
sections, a ll over P o land . I ts  activ ities fa ll in to  n in e  departm ents.

M ost w om en w ork in  one o r two, according to  th e ir  ab ilities and  

special interests.

M ost im p o rtan t of a ll is th e  d ep artm en t of civic education . I t ’s 

no t su ffic ien t th a t  w om en have po litica l righ ts, they  m ust lea rn  th e  

du ties of good citizens and  m ust use those righ ts in  P o lan d ’s 

service. T h e re ’s a d ep a rtm en t fo r w om en in  industry , fo r p ub lic  

h ea lth , fo r th e  care of m others and  babies, fo r unem ployed  wom en, 

an d  one th a t  finds a m ark e t fo r w om en’s w ork —  peasan t lin en  and  

em bro idery , articles m ade by  wom en ju s t ou t of p rison  (in  th e  As

sociation w orkshops) or in  the  professional courses offered  by  th e  

A ssociation.

Social service, say these P olish  w om en, is a du ty , no t a p h ila n 

th ropy . T hey  p u t g reat em phasis on collective responsib ility . I  was
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astonished to  h e a r w hat th ey  w ere doing —  m ain ta in in g  two 

h u n d re d  sum m er colonies, th ree  orphanages an d  eleven day 
nurseries, opening a th e a te r  fo r ch ild ren , supp o rtin g  th ir ty  bu reaus 

giving legal and  m edical advice, ru n n in g  an em ploym ent office for 

w om en and  an o th e r fo r em igrants, carry ing  on sixty dispensaries 

fo r m o thers and  babies, nu rsery  schools and  m ilk  stations, feeding 

in  one w in te r eighty-six thousand  ch ild ren , opening  playgrounds, 

m ain ta in in g  th ree  offices fo r he lp in g  o ld  wom en, and  — and  —

O ne m ore  d ep artm en t —  foreign  affairs, w ith  com m ittees fo r th is  

and  th a t, and  one fo r  v isiting  foreigners. How su rp rised  I  was to 

be  in v ited  fo r tea  by  a Lwow lady  a t th e  h ead  of th is  g ro u p !

“I t ’s so easy,” she exp la ined  a fte r giving m e a w arm  w elcom e, 

“ fo r some one to com e to P o lan d  and  find  nobody to  help  him . 

W e th in k  i t ’s im p o rta n t th a t  strangers see th e  r ig h t th ings and  m eet 

th e  r ig h t people. W e stand  ready  to  help  th em  get w hatever 

m a te ria l th ey ’re  in terested  in. W e w an t them  to m eet Poles.”

A n u rs e ry  schoo l fo r y o u n g s te rs  u n d e r  six , m a in ta in ed  by  th e  A ssoc ia tion  fo r S ocial Serv ice .
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W arsaw  is m aking a w ide b o u lev a rd  a lo n g  th e  V istu la , to u tilize  h e r  sp lend id  r iv e r  fro n t
to th e  m axim um .

Zoliborz, w hich  th e  czar d e s tro y ed  to  m ake room  for th e  C itadel w ith  g re a t em p ty  sp aces  
a ro u n d  it, h a s  been  b u ilt up  in th e  la s t  five y e a rs  and  now  h a s  s ix ty  th o u san d  peop le .
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T H E  P O L A N D  O F  T H E  F U T U R E

M a n y  as are th e  changes th a t have com e in  P o land  since 1918, 

g reat as are  h e r accom plishm ents, th e  greatest change of all is some

th in g  I  can’t  show you in  pho tog raphs o r w ith figures, p e rh ap s  n o t 

adequate ly  w ith  words. I t ’s the  p ro found  change in th e  young 

people.

F o r fo u r generations Poles grew up  w ith  th e  idea th a t  to  be  

a good p a tr io t m ean t to  be ready always to  die for P oland . W om en 

tau g h t th is  to  th e ir  sons and  grandsons, im pressing i t  so deeply  

on ch ild ish  m inds th a t they  never forgot th e  lesson. Now th ey ’re 

lea rn ing  th a t they  m ust also live fo r P oland . I t ’s a w hole new 

psychology. I t ’s an en tire ly  d iffe ren t a ttitu d e  to  life.

T he young peop le  of the  p resen t day take  th e ir  native land  fo r 

granted . T hey  w alk  w ith  sure step. They look tow ard  the  fu tu re  

w ith  self-reliance and  confidence. T hey  q u arre l abou t politics, to  

he sure, h u t fa r less b itte r ly  th an  th e ir  paren ts. A nd th ey ’re devot

ed to  P oland .

“ I t ’s no t m y generation ,” said one of m y o lder friends, “th a t w ill 

b u ild  th e  new  P o land . W e h a ted  th e  governm ent and  obeyed b e 

cause we w ere forced to. We knew  th e  pow er of R ussian spies and  

police, of G erm an schoolteachers, of A ustrian  bureaucra ts. So m uch  

to  u n le a rn  —  so m uch  to  lea rn  too, and  in  so sho rt a tim e! Sm all 

w onder if peop le  som etim es d o u b t th e  governm ent, even now  w hen 

i t’s o u r own. W h at P o lan d  needs, in  p lace of constan t criticism  

and  negation , is a persisten t co llabora tion  w ith  th e  governm ent. I t  

w ill com e —  it ’s begun already.

“N ot th e  o lder m en and  w om en w ho knew  th e  days of th e  P a r t i 

tions, w ho could w ork only by  conspiracy and  secret p lo tting . N o t
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A new  ch u rch  in th e  v illage  of W ejherow o, n e a r  G dynia.
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th e  generation  th a t lived th ro u g h  th e  w ar and  its a fte rm ath . P o 

lan d  w ill be  b u ilt  by th e  young peop le  — I  m ean, young wom en 

and  m en from , say, tw enty  to  tw enty-five, w ho m ay rem em ber some
th in g  of th e  w ar, b u t can’t  rem em ber any th ing  of th e ir  coun try  b e 

fore 1914. B u ild ing  on th e  foundations of today , they  w ill m ake 
th e  P o lan d  of the  fu tu re . Ju s t as th e  o ld  P o land  was w orthy  of 

m en’s dying fo r h e r, th e  new  P o lan d  is w orthy  of th e ir  living 

fo r h er.”

W hen  th e  new  C o n stitu tio n  w as p roc la im ed  in M arch, 1935, sp ee c h es  w ere  m ade in th e  S ta re  
M iasto  in W arsaw . In  sp ite  of th e  ra in  m any  d e leg a tio n s  crow ded in to  th e  old m arke tp lace, 

m aking it gay  w ith  b an n ers .
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